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PRESS RELEASE BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER 

 

Speaker of the House of Representatives Anġlu Farrugia participated in the Conference of Presidents of the 

Parliaments of Small European States hailing from Andorra, Cyprus, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, 

Monaco, Montenegro and San Marino. The conference was convened in the Hemicyle of the National Council of 

Monaco between 13 - 14 June 2022.   

 

The Speaker of the National Council of Monaco Mr Stéphane Valeri greeted all the participants in the presence 

of Prince Albert II of Monaco. Whilst making reference to the ongoing war in Ukraine he expressed his support 

to the vulnerable people in the region who were going through so much turmoil. He also referred to the 

vulnerabilities which small parliaments face and invited the Speakers to take this opportunity to share best 

practices they adopt to address these challenges. Speaker Valeri concluded his remarks by auguring further 

cooperation between the Parliaments of the nine European small states. 

 

Prince Albert opened the conference by welcoming all Speakers to the Principality of Monaco.  In his intervention 

he made particular reference to the importance of female representation in the highest institutions of the land and 

in this regard informed those present that it was with great pleasure that he had recently appointed a number of 

female members to the Monegasque Cabinet. 

 

During the discussion on the first theme of the Conference: “Economic and tourism development: agility and 

attractiveness of Small European States”, Speaker Anġlu Farrugia refered to the tourism sector as being a 

significant component of the Maltese economy which was hit the hardest by the pandemic. He informed those 

present with the measures adopted in Malta to stimulate domestic expenditure and referred to the national strategy 

which identified the path for long term sustainable and responsible development of the tourist sector with the 

main objective being the mainstreaming of three pillars of sustainable development, namely economy, 

environment and social cohesion. Speaker Farrugia emphasized that COVID-19 can never and should not be 

treated as a short or medium-term blip in performance, after which economic operators strive to rush to return to 

previous normality.  In this regard he expressed his agreement with numerous experts who speak about the new 

normal, a post COVID-19 reality which necessitates a paradigm shift from the previous economic models adopted 

prior to the onset of the pandemic. 

 

When Speaker Farrugia addressed the conference during its consideration of the second theme: “Parliaments of 

Small European States during the Covid-19 crisis: roles and lessons for the future”, he remarked on how, since 

March 2020, the coronavirus pandemic has touched practically every aspect of people’s lives worldwide and how 

this required every country, institution and individual to make adjustments to their normal way of life.  The 

methods and approaches adopted to keep critical government institutions and legislative bodies running whilst at 

the same time implementing measures to mitigate the effect and spread of the virus, were definitely challenging 



 
 

especially in view of the limited resources available to a small parliament. Speaker Farrugia pointed out that 

notwitstanding the difficulties, the experience was still beneficial as it not only instigated initiatives in how to 

address future emegencies but also on how to facilitate access to certain members of the public who normally 

feel emarginated and find it difficult to participate in Parliamentary work and also to Members of Parliament 

going through personal medical difficulties. 

 

In this respect, he proudly informed those present that despite the sometimes harsh restrictions imposed by the 

health authorities which managed to control the spread of the pandemic, the Maltese Parliament continued to 

function without having to cancel or postpone any plenary or Committee sessions. He attributed this success story 

to the cooperation, flexibility and understanding shown by both the Government and Opposition Members of the 

House, the modern Infrastructure of the Parliament building but not least to the intuitive approach and initiative 

shown by the Parliamentary officials.  

 

Speaker Farrugia referred to the power attributed by the Maltese Constitution with regard to Parliament’s power 

to reconvene in case of emergencies following its dissolution at the end of a legislature and used this 

Constitutional provision in his argumentation to emphasize that Parliament should always be at the forefront in 

all times of crisis.  In this respect he stressed the importance that in a democratic country, all important decisions 

should always be taken by the citizens’ elected representatives in Parliament. 

 

He concluded by thanking the organizers for this opportunity provided for small Parliaments to share best 

practices which should serve to improve parliamentary working practices and procedures during challenging 

times. Speaker Farrugia also expressed his agreement with the sentiments expressed  by the Speaker of the 

Monaco National Council in respect of the ongoing Ukraine Russia conflict and reiterated Malta’s position that 

national parliaments should explore all possible parliamentary venues towards finding a peaceful solution and 

that such recommendation should be included in the final declaration of the conference.  

 

The third and last theme on the conference agenda was titled: “Heads of Executive or Speakers of Parliament, 

captains of industry: the secrets of new women leaders, towards a new leadership”. In his address on this item, 

Speaker Anglu Farrugia referred to the Constitutional amendment adopted unanimously by the Maltese House of 

Representatives in 2021 which secured a fairer female representation in parliament. This rather strong measure 

was necessary because notwithstanding women acquiring the right to vote and to run for election since 1947, 

election of female Members of Parliament remained constantly lacking to date. 

 

All key socio-political stakeholders, including, notably, the National Commission for the Promotion of Equality 

– an official national body charged with promoting and safeguarding gender equality – are   supportive of greater 

gender balance in parliament and across state institutions. The primary objective of this 20 year provisional 



 
 

Constitutional amendment is that greater female participation in public life will make for better governance, and 

promote greater gender equality in society and hopefully also in Parliament during future elections.  

 

The abovementioned amendment was triggered for the first time after this year’s general elections which resulted 

in our Parliament, for the first time in its history, reaching a 28% female representation which translates into 22 

female Members out of a House of 79 Members of Parliament. This corrective mechanism which is triggered 

when the under represented gender in Parliament falls below 40% was implemented through the election of 12 

additional female Members of Parliament. The majority of these female members are first-time elected members, 

the youngest being only 18 years of age.  

 

He concluded his remarks by mentioning Ms Agatha Barbara who, in 1981, was the first female President of 

Malta, at a time when only a handful of women around the world occupied such high office. Speaker Farrugia 

also refered to Ms Roberta Metsola, a Maltese Member of the European Parliament, who was elected President 

of the European Parliament in January 2022.  He noted that President Metsola is the youngest ever person to 

occupy such a role, the third female President of the European Parliament and the first Maltese to hold such high 

office in the European Union. This goes to show that Malta is trying to do its bit in promoting active female 

participation in leadership roles. 

 

The Conference of Speakers of Small European States came to an end by the taking of a vote on a number of 

amendments moved to the final Declaration of the Conference. The final version of the amendment moved by 

Speaker Farrugia which proposed the inclusion of the following section was adopted unanimously. 

 

“Concerning the Ukraine – Russia conflict 

The Presidents of Parliament of Small European States agree to collectively enhance all their 

Parliamentary efforts in exploring all possible venues on a Parliamentary dimension, with both countries 

to lead towards a peaceful solution after the Russian invasion of Ukraine.” 

 

The conference will be reconvening in 2023 at the National Parliament of Luxembourg.  
 

 


