Ruling moghti mill-Ispeaker Anglu Farrugia fis-Seduta numru 93 tat-28 ta’ Frar 2023
dwar talba ghal ruling mill-Onor. Clint Camilleri fil-konfront tal-Onor. Karol Aquililna

Fis-Seduta tal-bierah, 27 ta’ Frar 2023, il-Ministru Clint Camilleri talab ruling b’reazzjoni ghal
diskors li kien ghadu kif qal 1-Onor. Karol Aquilina, u nikkwota:

“ONOR. CLINT CAMILLERI: Irrid naghmel referenza ghal Standing Order 60 ghax
qed jattribwixxi affarijiet lil din in-naha tal-Kamra, lill-Membri kollha tal-Gvern li ahna

frodisti u ghaldaqgstant nitlob ruling min-naha tieghek. Grazzi. (Onor. Membri: Hear,
hear)

L-ISPEAKER: Fuq dak li tlabt, Onor. Camilleri, digd hemm ruling. Jekk ma
tidentifikax il-persuna allura ... (Ghajjat) ...
[I-Ministru Camilleri.

ONOR. CLINT CAMILLERI: Fil-fatt 1-Onor. Aquilina identifika lilna kollha ta’ din
in-naha tal-Kamra jigifieri qieghed jattribwixxi ghall-Membri Parlamentari kollha
tal-Gvern. Tista’ tisma’ r-recording u tara x’qal.

L-ISPEAKER: Grazzi. Issa naghti ruling fil-hin propizju.”
[I-Ministru Camilleri kien ged jirreferi ghad-diskors i nghad ftit qabel u nikkwota:

“ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur President, meta nhar il-Gimgha nghatat
is-sentenza mill-Imhallef Depasquale mill-ewwel gie f’mohhi in¢ident serju li kien gara
f’din il-Kamra meta kellna 1-Prim Ministru Joseph Muscat — ghax hu kien ghadu I-Prim
Ministru — jghajjar u jhedded lil Simon Busuttil u jghajru frodist. Sur President, illum
nafu min huma I-frodisti f’dan il-pajjiz! (Onor. Membri: Hear, hear) Illum il-frodist
huwa Joseph Muscat, il-frodist huwa Konrad Mizzi, il-frodist huwa Keith Schembri,
il-frodist huwa Chris Cardona, il-frodist huwa Edward Scicluna u ta’ fa¢cata taghna
kollha huma frodisti! (Onor. Membri: Hear, hear)” Huma 1-Gvern tal-frodi! Huma
1-Gvern imwieled fil-frodi ... (Ghajjat)

Is-Sedja rat dak i jghid [-Ordni Permanenti 60 li gie invokat mill-Onor Camilleri u nikkwota:

“60. Ebda membru ma ghandu juza kliem offensiv jew mhux xieraq kontra l-karattru
jew il-proc¢eduri tal-Kamra jew b’riferenza ghal xi membru taghha. Ebda intenzjoni
hazina ma ghandha tigi attribwita lil xi membru.”

Rat ukoll dak 1i tghid I-Ordinanza dwar is-Setghat u I-Privleggi tal-Kamra tad-Deputati, Kap.
113, u nikkwota Artikolu 11(4):

* Ikun reat kontra din 1-Ordinanza:

(b) kull insult jew nuqqas ta’ gqima lill-persuna li tkun tippresjedi laggha tal-Kamra jew
ta’ xi kumitat taghha u kull insult jew nuqqas ta’ qima lil wiehed mill-Membri
tal-Kamra, ukoll jekk dak il-Membru ma jkunx prezenti fil-waqt tal-insult jew
tan-nuqqas ta’ qima, meta fil-kaz il-wiehed jew l-iehor l-insult jew in-nuqqas ta’ qima
jsiru quddiem il-Kamra jew ta’ xi kumitat taghha wagqt xi laqgha taghhom;”



Is-Sedja tinnota li ghalkemm ma kellha 1-ebda talba ai termini tal-artikolu 11(4)(b) fuq ¢itat,
is-Sedja tara li I-ilment jinkwadra taht din 1-Ordinanza in vista ta’ dak li jghid I-Artikolu 11(1)
taghha u tikkwota:

“... L-espressjoni "prima facie" tfisser 1i Iment li jkun sar ikun jallega ksur ta’ xi regola
stabbilita b’din 1-Ordinanza jew fl-iStanding Orders tal-Kamra tad-Deputati jew ta’ xi
rizoluzzjoni approvata mill-Kamra tad-Deputati dwar attijiet imsemmija fis-subartikolu
(4) ta’ dan l-artikolu, u ma ghandha f’ebda kaz tkun tfisser jew timplika xi stqarrija ta’
htija jew ta’ innocenza.”

Is-Sedja ghaldaqstant se tara jekk fir-rigward tad-diskors li nghad mill-Onor. Aquilina
japplikax 1-Ordni Permanenti 60 invokat mill-Onor. Camilleri. L-Ordni Permanenti 60
jaghmilha c¢ara 1i ebda Membru ma ghandu juza kliem offensiv jew mhux xieraq kontra
l-karattru jew il-proc¢eduri tal-Kamra jew b’riferenza ghal xi membru taghha. Is-Sedja tithem
li l-ilment imqajjem mill-Ministru Camilleri dwar dak li qal 1-Onor. Aquilina fil-konfront
tal-Membri Parlamentari tan-naha tal-Gvern huwa dan 1i gej:

“... ta’ faccata taghna kollha huma frodisti”

Hawnhekk is-Sedja rreferiet ghal dak li huwa meqjus bhala diskors mhux acéettabbli
fil-parlament tar-Renju Unit. Tibda billi tikkwota dak li jghid 1-Erskine May meta jigi biex
jiddefinixxi x’jikkostitwixxi unparliamentary language u nikkwota:

“Unparliamentary language breaks the rules of politeness in the House of
Commons Chambers. The Speaker will direct an MP who has used
unparliamentary language to withdraw it. Refusal to withdraw a comment might
lead to an MP being disciplined, for example, the Speaker could name the
Member.

Words to which objection has been taken by the Speaker over the years include
blackguard, coward, git, guttersnipe, hooligan, rat, swine, stool pigeon and
traitor”.

Is-Sedja tinnota wkoll dak li jghid 1-Erskine fis-sezzjoni “General requirement for moderate
language” u tikkwota:

“Good temper and moderation are the characteristics of parliamentary language.
Parliamentary language is never more desirable than when a Member is canvassing the
opinions and conduct of their opponents in debate. The Speaker will accordingly
intervene in such cases and will also intervene in respect of other abusive and insulting
language of a nature likely to create disorder.”

Is-Sedja rat ukoll dak 1i jghid I-Erskine May dwar “Language and allegations in relation to
other Members and Members of the House of Lords” u tikkwota:

“The general requirements of moderation in parliamentary language, reflected above,
are viewed as particularly important when Members are speaking of other Members,
not because other Members require specific protection, but in order to preserve the
character of parliamentary debate. Words which may be tolerated by the Chair in other
circumstances may therefore be discouraged or required to be withdrawn as



unparliamentary when used in connection with other Members; though, as already
indicated, what is unparliamentary is subject to the context in which a word or phrase
is used. Expressions that are unparliamentary when applied to individuals are not always
so considered when applied to a whole party.”

Wara li qieset dan kollu, is-Sedja tirrimarka li d-diskors inkwistjoni ma jistax jitqies li
jikkostitwixxi prima facie ksur ta’ privilegg, ghaliex ma kien identifikat I-ebda Membru, u dan
kif titlob 1-Ordinanza dwar il-Privileggi u s-Setghat tal-Kamra meta tirreferi ghal ksur ta’ xi
regola stabbilita b’din 1-Ordinanza jew fl-Ordnijiet Permanenti tal-Kamra tad-Deputati dwar
attijiet imsemmija fis-subartikolu (4) tal-Ordinanza.

Is-Sedja hawn se terga’ tikkwota mis-subartikolu (4) tal-artikolu 11 imsemmi bl-enfasi fuq
il-kliem 1i minnhom johrog dan l-argument li ntuza f’diversi rulings precedenti.

“ Ikun reat kontra din 1-Ordinanza:

(b) kull insult jew nuqgqas ta’ gqima lill-persuna li tkun tippresjedi laggha tal-Kamra jew
ta’ xi kumitat taghha u kull insult jew nuqqas ta’ qima lil wiched mill-Membri
tal-Kamra, ukoll jekk dak il-Membru ma jkunx prezenti fil-waqt tal-insult jew
tan-nuqqas ta’ gima, meta fil-kaz il-wiehed jew l-iehor l-insult jew in-nuqqas ta’ qima
jsiru quddiem il-Kamra jew ta’ xi kumitat taghha waqt xi laqgha taghhom;”

Is-Sedja taghmel referenza wkoll ghal numru ta’ rulings, fosthom dak moghti fis-Seduta 144
tal-5 ta” Mejju 2014, fejn kienet qalet 1i ma tarax li hemm prima facie ksur ta’ privilegg ladarba
dak li ged jinghad ma kienx qged jigi attribwit lil ebda membru identifikabbli f’din il-Kamra.

Madankollu, fi¢-¢irkostanza s-Sedja terga’ tissollecita lill-Membri kollha biex joqoghdu attenti
li dejjem izommu d-dekor f°din l-oghla istituzzjoni tal-pajjiz. Membru jista’ dejjem jaghmel
l-argument minghajr ma jaqa’ fil-livell baxx ta’ insult u nuqqas ta’ qima fil-konfront ta’
Membri tal-Parlament.

Ghalhekk is-Sedja thossha fid-dmir 1i ghal darb’ohra tikkundanna kull agir u diskors li ma
jaghmilx gieh lil din il-Kamra, gej minn liema naha gej. Irrispettivament minn dak li
allegatament seta’ wettaq xi Membru ta’ din il-Kamra, huwa importanti hatna li d-dibattitu
f’din il-Kamra jinzamm dejjem fuq livell ¢ivili halli d-diskussjoni tkun tista’ tkompli, u anke
biex il-poplu jkun jista’ jsegwi dak li jkun ged jinghad mir-rapprezentanti tieghu f’din 1-oghla
istituzzjoni. Huwa appunt dan l-iskop tal-Ordni Permanenti 60.

B’dan ir-ruling is-Sedja ged taghti messagg b’sahhtu kontra 1-uzu ta’ dan it-tip ta’ diskors
fil-Kamra, u ghalhekk ged tqis dan ir-ruling bhala rimedju fih innifsu.



