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ABBOZZ TA' LIGI 

msejjat. 

ATT biex ikompli jemenda L-KodiCi Kriminali, Kap. 12. 

. 
1 
IL-PR~SIDENT, bil-parir u 1-kunsens tai-Kamra tad-Deputati. 

:~g~fqglia f dan il-Parlament. u bl-awtorita ta' 1-istess, liareg b'ligi dan 
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Kr' ~· .pan 1-Att jista' jissejjan 1-Att ta' 1-I 986 Ji jemenda 1-Kodici Titolu fil -qosor. 
•.mmah, u ghandu jinqara u jiftiehem Jiaga walida mal-Kodici Krimi-

nah. hawnhekk izjed 'il quddiem imsejjati "il-ligi priocipali". 

. ~· Fil-paragrafu (b) tas-subartikolu (]) ta' 1-artikolu 236 tai-Jigi 
f~JJ?-Clpali, minflok il-kliem "dik ix-xhieda jew perizja" gbandhorn jidhlu 

d
-. I;m :'dik ix-xhieda jew perizja. jew fuq il-persuna ta' tifel taJit l-eta ta' 
•sa som". 

3. L-artikolu 277 tal-ligi prineipali ghandu jigi emendat kif gej : 

!a) fit-tieni paragrafu ghas-subartikolu (!) tieghu -
(i) minnufih wara 1-kliem '·jew tal-meters ta' dawn is­

servizzi", ghandhom jidlilu 1-kliem "jew ta' xi sigill ta' xi 
meter,"; u 

(ii) minnufih wara 1-kliem "rna' dawn il-kanni, fiJi jew 
gumni," gliandhom jidhlu 1-kliem "jew 1-ezistenza ta' xi mez.z 
qarrieq kif imsemmi fis-subartikolu (2) ta' dan 1-artikolu,''; u 

(b) fis-subartikolu (2) tieghu -
(i) minnufih wara l-kliem "jew ta' fiJi jew gumni tas­

servizz elettriku," o-Jiandhom jidlilu 1-kliern "jew tal-meters 
taglihom, jew ta' xi ~igill ta' xi meter, jew fil-kai: ta' "; u 

(ii) minflok il-kliem "fcjn ikunu jinsabu dawn il-mezzi 
~arrieqa" ghandhom jidhlu 1-kliem "fejn ikunu jinsabu dawk 
1!-ksur jew il-mezzi qarrieqa ". 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 236 
tal-ligi 
principali. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 277 
tal-ligi 
principali. 
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Emenda ta ' 
1-artikolu 284 
lal-ligi 
princ ipali. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 352 
tal-ligi 
principali. 

l:.menda ta' 
1-artikolu 356 
tal-ligi 
principali. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 377 
tal-ligi 
principali. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 425 
tal-ligi 
principali. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 433 
tal-Jigi 
principali. 

4. Minnufih wara 1-paragrafu (f) ta' 1-artikolu 284 tal-Jigi printi­
pali gnandu jii:died i1-paragrafu gdid li gej: 

gej: 

gej: 

" (g) meta jsir fuq xi vettura f'post pubbliku jew f'post a66es­
sibbli gnall-pubb1iku, jew fuq xi parti jew accessorju ta', jew fuq xi 
tiaga 1i tkun go, dik il-vettura.". 

5. L-artikolu 352 ta1-ligi principali ghandu jigi emendat kif 

(a) fil-paragrafu (h) tieghu, minflok i1-kliem "jissiebeb rna' 
laghaba f'dik ix-xorta ta' logliob" g:handhom jidli1u 1-kliem "jissieheb 
rna' laghaba f'dik ix-xorta ta' loghob; jew ikun prezenti fil-waqt li 
jkun qed jintlab xi loghob bhal dak"; 

(b) minnufih wara 1-paragrafu (ff) tieghu, ghandu jizdied il­
paragrafu gdid li gej: 

"(gg) hlief kif permess bil-ligi, u kemm-il darba xi ligi 
olira rna tipprovdix gha1 piena oglila ghar-reat, jaglimel jew 
jipprova jaghmel jew b'xi mod ikollu x'jaqsam rna' 1-gliemil ta' 
xi mhatra maghduda mnatra 1i gliandba x'taqsam rna' xi 
loghba, sport jew grajja f'Malta jew x'imkien iehor: jew U jkun 
prei:enti f'xi post fejn tkun qed issir xi mhatra blial dik.". 

6. L-artiko1u 356 ta1-1igi principali ghandu jigi emendat kif 

(a) fil-paragrafu (a) tieghu , minf1ok il-k1iem "imsemmi fil­
paragrafu (h) ta' 1-artikolu 352" ghandhom jidh1u 1-kliem "imsemmi 
fil-paragrafu (h) ta' 1-artikolu 352, u kull flus 1i jinsabu fuq xi 
persuna li taghmel reat taht 1-imsemmi paragrafu"; u 

(b) minnufih wara 1-paragrafu (b) tiegliu ghandu jizdied il­
paragrafu gdid 1i gej: 

"(c) kull flus li jinsabu fuq xi persuna 1i taghmel reat 
taht il-paragrafu (gg) ta' 1-artikolu 352.". 

7. Fis-subartikolu (3) ta' 1-artikolu 377 tal-1igi principali minflok 
i\-kclma "Sotto-spettur" gnandhom jidnlu 1-kliem " Sotto-spettur jew 
ittimbrati b'facsimile ta' dik il-firma.". 

8. Minnufih wara s-subartikolu (1) ta' l-artiko1u 425 ta1-Iigi prin­
cipali gnandu jidhol is-subartiko1u gdid 1i gej: 

"(lA) Meta sentenza tingliata dwar diversi reati u appell glial 
xi wanda mir-ragunijiet imsemmija fi1-paragrafu (b) tas-subartikolu 
ta' qabel dan, jew talit xi Jigi olira, ikun jista' jsir dwar xi wiehed 
minn dawk ir-reati, appell ikun jista' jsir dwar kull wielied minn 
dawk ir-reati 1-otua li jkollhom x'jaqsu rna' dak ir-reat. 

Reati jkollhom x'jaqsmu rna' xulxin meta -
(i) il-fatti tar-reat ikunu sostanzjalment 1-istess; jew 

(ii) reat ikun serva bha1 mezz g1iall-egnmi1 ta' reat 
iehor; jew 

(iii) il-prova ta' reat jew ta' cirkostanza taghha jkun 
jolqot prova ta' reat iehor jew ta' cirkostanza tiegliu.". 

9. Minnufib wara s-subartikol u (2) ta' 1-artikolu 433 tal-ligi prin­
cipali ghandu jii:died is-subartikolu gdid li gej: 

"(3) Meta }-appellant rna jkunx gie notifikat bl-avviz tal­
gumata mahtura ghas-smiegh, u wara bl-avvii: tal-gurnata Ji glialiba 



( 

s-smiegh ikun thalia, ir-Registratur ghandu, fi zrnien jumejn rnill­
gurnata 1-ahhar imsemmija, jiehu hsieb 1i jitwahhal avviz barra 
1-bieb ta' 1-awla fejn toqghod il-Qorti, Ii juri d-data Ii ghaliha 1-appell 
ikun rega' thalla u li javi:a li jekk !-appellant rna jidhirx quddiem 
il-Qorti f'dik id-data 1-appell tieghu jitqies Ii gie dezert skond dan 
is-subartikolu. Jekk !-appellant jonqos li jidher f'dik id-data ghas­
smiegh ta' 1-appell, 1-appell tieghu jitqies li gie dei:ert u japplikaw 
id-dispozizzjonijiet tas-subartikolu (I) ta' 1-artikolu 434. ". 
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10. L-artikolu 542 tal-ligi principali gliandu jigi emendat kif Emenda ta• 
gej 1-artikolu 542 

tal-ligi 
(a) fil-proviso li hemm ghalih, minflok il-kelma "IZda" principali . 

ghandhom jidlilu 1-kliem "Izda wkoll,"; u 

(b) minnufih qabel it-proviso li hemm ghalih ghandu jidhol 
it-proviso gdid li gej: 

"Ii:da 1-Magistrat jista', meta jidhirlu spedjenti, jaghti 
s-setgha lill-periti li jircievu dokumenti u jisimghu x-xhieda 
bil-gurament u Ii jiehdu x-xhieda taglihom bil-miktub u d-dispo­
Zizzjonijiet tas-subartikolu (5) ta' 1-artikolu 646 u tas-subartikolu 
(3) ta' I-artiko1u 649 gliandhom japplikaw mutatis mutandis.". 

11. (1) Kull citazzjoni msemmija fl-artiko1u 372 ta1-Iigi DispoZizzjoni 
principali li tkun inharget qabel il-bidu fis-sehh ta' dan 1-Att u li tkun transitorja. 
ittimbrata b'facsimile tal-firma ta' ufficjal tal-Pulizija Ezekuttiva mhux 
taht il-gradJ ta' Sotto-spettur titqies li tkun giet iffirmata regolannent 
•'1 in.1 dak 1-ufficjal ghall-finijiet ta ' l-artiko1u 377 tal-ligi principali. 

(2) L-ewwel proviso ghall-artikolu 542 tal-Iigi principali, 
miZjud b'dan 1-Att, ghandu japplika ghal kull acCess li fib MagistJrat 
ikun, qabel il-bidu fis-sehh ta' dan 1-Att, lia s-setgha lil perit 1i jirCievi 
dokumenti u li jisma' xhieda. 

Gl1anijiet u Ragunijiet 

L-Ghan ta' 1-Abbozz huwa prineipalment 1i jipprovdi ghal emenda dwar ir-reat ta' 
serq ta' energija, ghal jedd glial appell meta jkun hemm reati 1i jkollhom x'jaqsmu rna' 
xulxin, u ghal cirkostanzi godda fejn appelli jitqiesu li gew dezerti. L-Abbozz jerga' 
jdahhal il-kontravvenzjoni ta' mhatri. u jipprovdi ghat pieni oglila f'kazijiet ta' offi:ia 
fuq il-persuna ta' tfal zghar. 
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Short title 

Amendment of 
section 236 of 
the principal 
law. 

Amendment o• 
section 277 of 
the principal 
law. 

A BILL 

entitled 

AN ACT further to amend the Criminal Code, Cap. 12. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the House of Representatives, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Criminal Code (Amendment) 
Act, 1986, and shall be read and construed as one with the Criminal 
Code. hereinafter referred to as "the principal law". .... 

2. In paragraph (b) of subsection (l) of section 236 of the 
principal law, for the words "of such evidence or opinion" there shall 
be substituted the words ·of such evidence or opinion, or on the person 
of a child under nine ye~us of age". 

3. Section 277 of the principal law shall be amended as fol­
lm,:s: 

(al in the second paragraph of subsection (I) thereof-
(i) immediately after the words "or of the metres 

thereof," there shall be inserted the words "or of any seal of 
any meter,"; and 

(ii) immediately after the words "with such pipes, wires, 
or cables," there sha1l be in inserted the words "or the 
existence of artificial means as are mentioned in subseotion (2) 
of this section,"; and 
<b) in subsection (2) thereof -

(i) immediately after the words "or of the wires or 
cables of the electricity service," there shall be insented the 
words "or of the metres thereof, or of any seal of any meter. 
or in the ~ase of"; and 

(ii) for the 'hords '·in which such artificial means are 
found" there shall be substituted the words " in which such 
breaking or artificial means are found". 



4. Immediately after paragraph (f) of section 284 of the principal 
law there shall be added the foJiowing new paragraph: 

"(g) when it is committed on any vehicle in a public place 
or in a place accessible to the public, or on any part or accessory 
of, or anything inside, such vehicle.". 
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Amendment of 
section 28'4 of 
the principal 
law. 

5. Section 352 of the principal law shall be amended as Amendment of 
foJJows: section 35<2 of 

(a) in paragraph (h) thereof. for the words "shall be a 
partner of any player at any such game" there shall be substituted 
the words "shall be a partner of any player at any such game; or 
who is present while any such game is being played"; 

(b) immediately after paragraph (ff) thereof, there shall be 
added the following new paragraph: 

"(gg) except as is allowed by law, and unless any other 
law provides for a higher punishment for the offence, makes or 
attempts to make or is in any way concerned in the making of 
any bet or wager including a bet or wager connected with any 
game, sport or event occurring in Malta or elsewhere; or who is 
present in any place while such betting or wagering is taking 
place.". 

6. Section 356 of the principal law shall be amended as follows: 

(a) in paragra<ph (a) thereof, for the words "in contravention 
of paragraph (h) of section 352" there shall be substituted the 
words "in contravention of paragraph (h) of section 352, and any 
money found on any person committing an offence lmder the said 
paragraph"; and 

(b) immediately after paragraph (b) thereof there shalJ be 
added the following new paragraph: 

"(c) any money found on any person committing an 
offence under paragmph (gg) of section 352. ". 

the principal 
law. 

Amendment of 
section 356 of 
the principal 
Jaw. 

7. In subsection (3) of section 377 of the principal Jaw for the Amendment of 
word "Sub-inspector." there shall be substituted the words "Sub- section 3Tl of 
inspector or be stamped with a facsimile of such a signature.". the principal law. 

law 
8. Immediately after subsection (1) of !:ection 425 of the principal 
there shall be inserted the following new subsection: 

"OA> Where a judgement is given in respect of several 
offences and a right of appeal on any of the grounds mentioned in 
paragraph (b) of the preceding subsection, or under any other law, 
IS competent in respect of one of those offences, an appeal shall 
lie in respect of any other of those offences connected with that 
offence. 

There is connection between offences when -
(i) the facts of the offences are substantially the same; 

or 
(ii) an offence has served as a means for the commission 

of another offence; or 
(iii) the proof of an offence or of a circumstance 

thereof bas a bearing on the proof of another offence or of a 
circumstance thereof.". 

Amendment o[ 
section 425 of 
the principal 
law. 
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Amendment of 
seotion 433 of 
the principal 
law. 

Amendment o( 
section 542 of 
the principal 
law. 

Transttory 
provision. 

9. Immediately after subsection (2) of section 433 of the 
principal law there shall be added the following new subsection: 

''(3l Where the appellant has not been served with .the notice 
of the day appointed for the hearing, and subsequently with the 
notice of the day for which the hearing has been adjourned, the 
Registrar shall, within two working days from the latter day, 
cause a notice to be posted up outside the entrance of the hall 
where the Court sits, showing the date for which the appeal has 
again been adjourned and intimMing that if the appellant does not 
appear before the Count on such date his appeal shall be taken to 
be abandoned in terms of this subsection. If the appellant fails to 
appear on that date for the hearing of the appeal, his appeal shall 
be taken to have been abandoned and the provisions of subsection 
()) of section 434 shall apply.". 

10. Section 542 of the principal law shall be amended as 
follows: 

(a' in the proviso thereto, for the words "Provided , however" 
there shall be substituted the words "Provided further, however,''; 
and 

(b) immediately before that proviso thereto there shall be 
inserted the following new proviso: 

"Provided that the Magistrate may, where he deems it to 
be so expedient, empower the experts to receive documen~s 
and to examine witnesses on oath andl to take down theJJ 
depositions in writing and the provisions of subs~on (5) ~f 
section 646 and of subsection (3) of section 649 shall. mutatrs 
mutandh;, a pply.". 

11. 0) Every summons referred to in section 372 of t~e 
prmctpal law which was issued before the coming into force of this 
Ac~ and which was stamped by a facsimile of the signature of an 
offtcer of the Executive Police not below tlhe rank of Sub-Inspector. 
shall be deemed to have been regularly signed by such officer for the 
purposes of section 377 of the principal law. 

(2) The first proviso to section 542 of the principa! J.aw, 
added by this Act, shall apply to every inquest in which a MagiStrate 
has, ~fore the coming into force of rthis Act, empowered any expert 
to rece1ve documents and to examine witnesses. 

Objects and Reasons 

The Object of the Bill is mainly to provide for an amendment in respect of the 
offence. of theft of energy, for a right of appeal where offences are connected. and f?r 
ne'7' Circumstances in which appeals are to be taken to :be abandoned. The B!il 
re-1intr~uces the contravention of gaming and betting, and provides for a heavJer 
penalty m cases of bodily harm to young children. 
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