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Naghli t·kunscns licghi. 

(L.S.) PAUL X UE REB 

Agcnt President 

6 13' Dicembru, 1988 

A1T Nru . XXXVI t:I ' 1· 1988 

A 'IT bio jmrNld(l I·A 11 IQ' .,. {98 ( d"'(lr ;1. T(lxxlI jllq Doklllllfllf;, 

IL·PRESIDENT, bil·pari r u l·kunsens lal·Kamra lad·DepU1ali, 
imlaqqgha r dan il· Parlanu:nl, u bl-awlori liI la' l·islcSS, hareg b'ligi dan 
li gej:-

I, (I) Dan I·AII jisw' jisscjjah I·AII m' 1·1988 li jemendu I. AI I Titolufi l.qo>O'" 
dWH r il·Taua fuq Dok umen li, u ghandu ji nqara u jifl iehem haga wahda t>tdu n.·""hh 

ma' J·AI! l:t'I~198J dW:l r il ·Taxxa fuq Dokumenli. hawnhekk iijed·it ""N", XXXI 
quddiem imsejjah "I·AII principali-. ,.' 1·1""1. 

(2) Dan I·An ghandu jibda jsehh rdik id-dala li I·MiniSlru 
responsabbli ghall·finam:i jisla' jiSlabbili;ui b'avvit fil·G aueua u 
jislgbu jigu stabbi!it' dati diffe rent i ghal dispo1.iujonijiel di fferenli la' 
dan I· AII. 

2, L·artikolu 2 la' I·AIl printipal i ghandu jigi emendal kif ge; : 

(a) minnufih wara Hifsi ra 
lidhol iH ifsirn gdida li gejja: 

E .... "" ... ' 
1·. ",~oI" ! 
'.·1· .... " ghandha pnoti",l. 

,. " Bord"" lfisser it- Bord ta' Kummi!&'1rji Specjali gh'lI . 
TaxJ(a fuq Dokumenli. imwaqqaf skond I·artikolu 66 ta' dan I· 
Au · .. · u , , 

(b) wara Hifsi ra la' "Kummissarju" ghondha tidhol din it· 
tifsira gdida li gejja: 

"" Kummissarju Specjal;" lfisser membru ta l·Bord 
imwaqqaf skond l·arlikolu 66 la ' dan I_ All: H • 
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Minnok I·artikolu 10 ta ' I·Alt principali ghandu jidhol dan li 

10" (I) Mct~ fiJ·feh rna tal·Kummissnrju I·valur 
espress jel'.' dikj;,rat r;fi dokumcnl I; ma jkun;f dokumem li 
ghalih jirrefcri I·artikolu 53 ta· dan I·An" ikun inqas m ilI·\"alur 
reali fiz·'lmic n ta ' l·ezeku7..xjoni lad·dokumcnl, huwa ghandu 
jghaddi bie;f jiddeCiedi b"ordni bi l·miktub I·ammont laHaua 
dovula u g1\;mdu jaghmel stima skond il·ka1:" 

(2) Mcta l·vlllur slmat mill·Kummissarju kif 
imscmmi qabel ik lln je~cdi I·valur espress jcw dikjar~t fid· 
dok umcnt b"iklM minn kwarl ((I1 · valur slllHlI mill· 
Kummissarju, il·persuna li ghandha challas il · ((Iua ghandha" 
b"1:ieda mal· la;fxa li ghandha hckk lilh" lIas skond is· 
subartikolu ( I) la" dan I·anikolu. Ihallos bhala pcnali somma 
addizzjonali li tkun daqs I·ammonl ((I' taua kalkulal fuq il· 
valur 101al. stm3! mi ll-K umrr.issarju kif ims.cm mi qabeJ."" 

4" Fl·arlikolu 24 ta"I·Att principali" minnok il·kl iem '"kull pcnali 
dovutn lahl dun I·AIt'" ghandhom jidhlu I·kl icm '" ku lllax;fa addizzjollu 1i 
u kull penali dovuta taht dan l·AII '"" 

5, FI·aTli kolu 50 1;!"I'AI1 prinCipa1i: 

(a) minnufih qahel il ·proviso licghu ghundu jidhol dan li gcj: 

"' Ii:da I.obbligu lan'lIular li jippubblika dak I·a ll ikun 
li mitat ghnt·taxxa dovuta fu q dak iHTasferi rncn t s!llbbilil fuq 
il ·baii t:,I·valur dikjantt fil·kUlllrall u ghall·pcnalill,jict 
mahsub;\ fI ·llrt ikoli 51 u 52 la" dan I·AII: 

lida wkoll in·nular ikollu privilcgg spetjali dwar it ·Iaxxa 
li ghandha li lhallas u li tkun Ihallset minnu fuq)(i tmsfcrimcnt 
maghmul b"all pubbliku , fUll i!.proprjcta trllsfcrita: 

lI ·privilegg specjali rnoghti b"dan I,a rtikolu ghandu jkun 
regislral min·nular fi :i:micn xahrcjn mid·data ta' dak I·all u 
ghandu jkollu I-islcss preferenza bhall·privilcggi mahsuba fi l· 
pllrugrafu (c) ta' I·llrtikolu 20 10 ta l·Kod ici Civili:"": u 

(b) minnok il·kliem " IMa I-IU;fxa dOVUl3 fuq il ·m.'morlm· 
dum'" fiI "proviso pretenli g1\andu jidhol il·kliem "· Ii:da wkoll il· 
taxxa do\"util fuq il·mrmorllmllltl1'". 

6, Fis·subartikolu (4) ta" l·artikolu 52 ta"I·Au prinCipali " minflok 
il·kl iem "ta' mhux inqas minn lim u mhux ii:jcd minn hl'msin lira"· 
ghandu jidhol il·kl icm '"\3' mhux inqas minn g1\axar lid Mall;n u mhux 
ii:jed minn 1\amcs mitt lira r.hhija"" 

7, Minflok I·arlikoli 53, 53A. 53B u 53C ca" I·AII prinCipali 
ghandu jidhol dan li gej: 



- Ia.!{um, ....... ,,.. 
)_ .... 
-",'11'. , ....... _·u,. 

53. <I) Meta I-Kummi~arju jkun sodisfalt 1i I-prezz 
la· immobbli dikjara t fil-kun trall lal-bejgh ikun inqas minn 
tliel kwart i lal-valur reali tal-proprje tll mibjugha . huwa 
gl'l andu jgl'laddi biex jiddeCiedi b·ordni bil·miklub I-ammont 
la· laua de,,·ula fuq id-differenza bejn il-valur dikjarat fit ­
kUn lTall tal -bejgh u I-valur ta · l- immobbli kif minnu detit u 
ghandu jaghmel stima skond il-kai: . 

(2) II-persuna li littrasferiui u dik Ii lilha jsir il ­
lrasferimcnl ghandhom ikunu responsabbli in solidulII gh;,II­
hlas lat-laXlIa dovula mscmmija fi s·subartikolu ( I) 1,\· d~n 1-
:,rtikolu fuq dak il -trasferiment u. mcta fi!-fehma III 1-
Kummissarju il -kuntratt tal -bejgh ma jirriflcHix il ­
kllndinjonijiCI ~cra wl-bcj,,-h. kull w;ehed rnill-pc~una li 
linrnsfc rixxi 11 mill-pcrsullll I; lilha jsir it -trasfcrimcnl ghandu 
jhallas tllxxa addizzjona li li tkun daqs ghallar darbiet id­
differenz;, bejn il-Iaxx~ mhallsa fuq il -kuntratt tal·bcjgh u I· 
taxx:, dovuta f uq i I- va lur la' I-immubbl i kif ik un gie dct ii. m; 11 · 
Kummissarj u. 

(3) ll-Kummi~arju jista ' jaghmcl 51ima skond kif 
hcmm proVdllt fis-suba rtikoli (1 ) u (2) ta' dan I-art;kolu. n.ull 
t mien. fi i mien sena mill-jum I; fih il -Kumm;ssarju jkun 
irCicva I·av\"ii. imsemmi fl -arlikolu 52 la· dan I-All.··. 
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It II-Taqsima VI la' I-All prinCipali ghandha tigi emendala kif sw,,"'.,.,.., 
gej: 

(a) minflok I-inteslalura ~Taqsima VI- ghandha tidtlol I-in· 
ICSlalura ~Taqsima VII ~; u 

(b) I-artikolu 64 taghha ghandu jig; enumcrat mi ll -gd;d bhala 
art ikolu 7 1, 

, ... , ......... VI 
11' ,·,0." 
prinn.,.H 

9. Mi nnufih wara I-artikolu 63 la· I-All prinCipa 11 ghandha tiidied 2.i<d . ... 
din it-Taqsima gdida li gcjja: ;",:\~':,!idida 

N ... ,nk. 
!,' ."m,. 

oue"!"" 
nij .. ! 

~""" . ."m;. 

- TAQSIMA VI 

Slimi - Ogge~of\ijid - Appelli 

64 . (1) lI-Kummissarju gl'l~ndu jinnolifika lill-per· 
suna li jkollha Ihallas il-taua, jew lir-rapprd:cnlant lcgali 
laghha, b ·avvii. 1i juri I-ammont ta ' taxxa li ghandha lithallas. 
u li jindika d-drittijicl taghha skond I-artikolu 65 la· dall I-At\. 

(2) Ghall-finijiet kollha la' dan I-An Slima 
ghandha lilqics 1i sarct mi1l-Kurnmissarju fi d-data lan­
nOlifika la ' l-avvit imsemmi qabc1. 

65. (1 ) Jckk xi pcnuna li tkun &iet noti fikata bi,jewli 
lintlaqal minn, avvi ~ ta · stima tkun lixlicq tikkontcsta dik I-is­
lims. hija lisla· tappl ika ghand il-Kummissarju gl'l a r-revoks 
jcw rcvii.joni taghha penneu la· avvii. la· oggezzjoni bil-mik-

p!"loopol; 
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ItIb li jkun jispeCifika r.ragunijicl ghall-ogezzjoni ghall.is. 
tima u li jsir fi :!:mien tletin jum mid·data lan·notifika ta' t· 
awit imscmmi qabel : 

I:!:da I·Kumrnissarju ghandu jtawwal I·imscmmr 
perijodu b'mod ragoncvoli skond it-tirkOSlanri jckk ikun 
sodi~ratt li I'persuna ma st'tghelx tikkontesla I·istim. 
minhabba fmard. nuqqas minn o\lalla . jew xi raguni xiC'rqa 
ohra. 

(2) Melll ~i persuna li Ikun ogge1.Zjonal kOnlra 
stimn liftiehem mal· Kummissarju dWHT I·ammonl la' laxXll li 
ghandu jithalla5 dwar dik l·i5tima. din ghandha tigi emendala 
skond iHtehim, u I·awi:!: lal·taua Ii ghandha ti thallas ghandu 
jigi nOlirikal lil dik a' persuna. 

(3) Jckk ma jinllahaqx ' Iehim kir provdut fis-sub­
artikolu (2) la' d:m I·artikolu, il . Kummissarju ghandu jid· 
de-cied! dwar iHauI b'ordni bil·miktub u ghandu jinnotifilm 
liII·persuna li loggel.zjona :lvvii: li hu j irri~ula li jemenda 
I·islima kif mitlub m inn di k il.persuna. 

II·President ta' Malta jisla ' b'1'\'\'i1: m·Gu· 
la ' Kummis~rji SpeCjali gh:u·Taua fuq 

~r~:~~~~:: ma~hmul minn C/lUirmatr u minn i.cwg ,;b,;" ;isrmghu u jiddctiedu appe ll i skond id· 
la· ]·artikolu 6718' dan I·Atl. II-Presidenl la ' 

11 ( . I 

kat, ma jkunx jiSla' 
ChuimUIIr kif ukoll 
Magislral irlira!. 

, . 

'";",,,kullu Magistral jcw 

(2) Persuna ml Ikunx lisla' ligi nominala. lanqas 
ma lisH!" Ikompli bhatH Kummissarju Specjil li. S<lkenlm Ikun 
membru lal-Kamra tad·Depulali. 

(3) Kull Kum missarju Speejali ghandu . qabel ma 
jidho] ghall ·kHiga lieghu . jughmcl u jissoltoskrivi dik­
jara17.joni bil-gurarnenl fuq iI · forrnola prcskrilla ghal hekk 
quddiem il -Oorti ta·I -AppcU . 

(4) Kull Kumrnissarju SpeCjal] ghandu jibqa' fit­
kariga ghal dak iZ·Zmicn I; jisla ' Jigi specifikat m-hat r:I lieghu. 

(5) It .Kummissa.rjll ghandu jippuhblika d.dceitjo­
nijie! kollha rnoghlijlt mi ll -Bord fuq punti Hr· ligi. 

l6) It-Bard ikollu ~se lgha li jst'jjah lil kul! persuna 
s.abicx tixhcd jew iggib kOlb,t jcw dokumcnli nhr;. quddiernu. 
u c,Chuirmun ikollu s-selglm li }aghli I'guramenllil kull per­
suna li ICTSaq quddiem iHJord . 



AfI<lh 
hll ·8a<d 
.. 1·Kw",· 
m'-f~ 
~i. 

(7) II -Kummissarji Specja li ma jkuoll1': personal­
menl responsabbli ghal kull ghemil jew nuqqas lal-Burd 
magh 10111 jcw li lI aqas li jsi r ill bOll(l fide mal ul i I-procedimc III i 
lal-Bord . 

(8) lI-Minislru jlSIII" jaghmel regoli li jim,'golaw 1-
appdJi lill·l3ord u. bla hsara gha ll -gcneralil~ la· dak li ntqal 
'label. ji5111· jaghme I regoli: 

(a) Ii jippreskrivu 1-11100 li bih appel! ghnndu jsir 
lill -Bord : 

(b) li jippreskrivu I-protedura li I-Bord ghand ll 
ju~a fis-~migh la" appcll U f·ft·cords li ghandhom 
jintammu mill-Bord; 

(c) 1i jippreskrivu I-mod li bih il-Bord s handu jil­
laqqa· u I.poslijiel rejn u I-hinijiclli fihom il- Bord shHndu 
)aghrnc\ il-Iaqghat: 

(d) 1i jippreskrivu d-drinijicl li ghandhom jil hallsu 
dwar appclli lill-Bord; u 

(e) b·mod generali sabic,.; id-dispotinjonijkl [a· 
din il-Taqsima dwar i 1- BOfd i k un u j iSlghu jschhu ahjar. 

67. (I ) KIIII persuna illi lhuss rllhhu aggr~, v<ll:1 t-i 
5lima . u ma Ilam1': rtchmel mal- Kummissarju dwar 1-3m01oll1 
la· lana li gllandu jithallas ki fprovdul fis-subarlikolu (I) ta"'­
artikolu 65 ta" dan I-All. li5la· wghmel appell lill -Bord fi 
t mien Iletin gurnala mid-data lan.llotifika lilha la· avvit tar­
riljlll ta l-Kllmm issarju li jemenda I- istima kif mitlub . 

(2) KIIII pcrsu na ti tappclla ghandha lidh.:: r qud­
die m il- Bord jew pcrsonalmenl jew b·meu. la· agent. 

(J) II-pit tal-prova iIIi I-istima li dwarh il j~il 
I·ilmenl hija ectessiva jkun ta·l -appellant. 

(4) I3 la hsam ghad·dispotiu.jonijic l tas-subar­
li kolu (3) la· dan l-oTtikolu . il- Bord ghandu jikkonrcrma . 
imlqqas. iiid jcw jannulla l-islima jcw jaghmel dak I·o rdni 
dwarha li jidhirlu ."(icraq. ii.da kull !nuqqis jew iicda bh(11 
dawk jistghll jsi rll biss dwar dawk il-kapijiel lad-deCitjon i la 1-
Kllmmissarju li komra taghhom iklln 501 r appcll. Avvit tad­
decitjoni lal-Bord. lad"data taghha . u la· kull emenda n­
is[ima. ghandll jint b3g1131 I ill- KummiS501rju ill i jordna li kopja 
la· dak I-avvii tigi noti fikala he kk kif provdut n-artikol u 70 Ill" 
d~n I-All lill·pcrsuna I; Hlppdl~ . Oimkien Ilw· avvii li jgharrof 
lil dik iI-persuna bid-drinijicl laghha skond I-artikolu 68 w" 
dan I-AI\. 

(5) Appcll maghmullill-Bord ma jistax jigi iniral 
jell' tedul hller bil-kunsens tal- Kummiss,1rjll. 
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(6) il-Bord jisla' jordna H :orreujoni la' kul! zball 
arilmeliku Ii jaghmel fxi deCizjoni ticghu fuq ri kors ipprdcn­
lal minn xi wahda mill-partijict fi imien ghaurt ijiem min­
nOlifika lilha 13 ' dik id,detizjoni u nOlifik a.t lilI ·parti I-ohra. 

68. (1) Kull persunuli. wa.ra li Ikun appellat lill -Bord, 
tfloss rul'lha aggravala bid-detiiJOni lieghu, ti sta' lappclla 
konlra d-dei:iijoni fuq punt la'ligi biss,liII-Oorti ta'l-Appell 
b'rikors ippreientat fi imien tle tin tumala min-notifika lilha 
lad-detizjoni tal-Bord . 

(2) lI- Kummissarj u jist~', jekk ma jkunx sodisfall 
bid-deti.tjoni ml-Bord. jappelJa kon tra d·deCiijoni , fuq pum 
la' li gi biss, lill-Oorti la ' I·Appell b' rikors ipprezenwt fi imien 
Ilel in gurnala mid-dcCiijoni lal-Bord. 

(3) Kemm-il darba regoli maghmulin tahl d<Ul l­
A u ma jipprovduJ: zm ien itwal, ghand u ji nghata lill-p:. rtij ie t 
avvii la ' scbal ijicm shah tad-data ffi SS:1 tll ghas-smicgh la' I· 
Appell. 

(4) 1I-00rti tista' tikkonfcrma . tnaqqas. itiid jcw 
tannulla ' ·is tima kif stabbilita mill-Bord jew taghmel dak 1-
ordn; dwarha kif jid hril hll xicraq, iida ku 11 I naqqis jcw iicda 
bh~ll dawk jislgh u jsiru biss dwar dawk iI -kapijict lad·dcCi.tjo­
ni tal-Bo rd li kontra I:.ghhom ikun sar l·appcll . 

(5) A \'Vii ta ' I-ammonlla ' laUll li ghandu jilhallas 
skond I-islima kif dcCii.:l mill -Oor!i ghandu jigi nOlifi kal min­
Kummiss:lrju hckk kif provdul n-arlikolu 70 ta' dan I-All . 

(6) II-KummiSSllrju ghandu jippubblika d-dctitjo­
nijiel kollha moghlija mill,Oorti. 

(7) II-Bord imwaqqaf skond I-artikolu 29 lul-Ko· 
dic; la' Organ i7.zanjoni u Proi:cdura Civi li jisla' jagh mel n!go­
li dwar Hppelli lill -Oorl; In· I· Appcll taht d:m !-artikolu. u jip­
preskriyj d·dritlijiet I i ghnndhom jil ha Il su gh31 d3Wk I-appelli . 

69. Mcta ma tkun saret ebda oMcujoni jcw appcU \'al ­
idu ko utra stima jew meta I-ammon! tat · tun a jkUTI gie mif­
tiehem skolld is-su bart ikolu (2) la' 1-3r!ikolu 65 ta' dan I-All. 
jcw mCl ll uppel1 ikun tic irt iral jew ecdul , jcw mela I-ammont 
I<II -taxX3 li ghandha tittwU .. s ikun gie t stabbilil Wlira 
oggeujoni jcw appel1 . I-istima kif maghmula jcw miftehma 
jcw ki f Stabbi lita wara oggcujoni jew appcll. skond iI -kai . 
Ikun final; U ko nkluiiva ghall -finijict Io; o llha ta' dan I-An : 

I ~da cbda haga ["din il -Taqsima 13' dan I-All ma lIel· 
Icf lill- Kurnmissarju milli jaghli xi hlas Iura jcw milli jaghmcl 
agguSlament skond id-dispotiu:jonijiel la' l-artikolu 63 la' 
dan I-All jew milli jaghmcl xi slima jew stima addizzjonali 1i 
ma timplikux li tinfetah mill ·gdid xi kwistjoni li Ikun gic t 
dcCiia fuq appcll. 



:o-. .. ,r. .... ,.' .. "", 70. (I) AyYi! moghli mill-Kummissarju ghall·finijiel 
Ill' dan I-A tI ghandu jigi nOlifikal liIl.persuna li li lha jkun indi­
rinal jew personalment jew billi jintbaghat bit.posta regis· 
tnUIl n·indiria. tan.ncgozju jew privat taghha I·ahhar magh· 
rur. 

(2) Fil-kat ta' seryiu. b'posta rcgistr.lIa . kcmm·il 
darba ma jigix ippru,'at il.kuntrarju, I-a" .. ii jitqies li gic 
nOlifikal: 

(a) fiI ·kai ta' persumj li lirrisjedi r Mnlla. mhux 
ikl ar tard m il·1 icll" l ju m wara d-dal3 li jigi mposulI ; 

Cb) fiI·kat ta' pe:rsuna li ma Ikuru hckk lirrisjedi. 
fiI·jum li jigi wara dak li fih I·awii kicn jigi riCeYut nOf' 
malmcnt bil·posta .... 
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10, (I ) Id·dispot.izzjonijiCI 13' dan I-At! ma ghandhom jolqlu I~"'''''' 
cbda haga Icg:.lmelll maghmula jcw li naqsel milli ssi r tahl I-An printi ........ ,"' ... 
pali jew xi prOCcdimenti gudizzjarji ri jkunu pendenti quddlcm If] qOr1i 
fid-data tIIl-bidu fis-seh h la' dan I·AII. 

(2) Bla hs.1 ra ghad·dispozizzjonijicl tas-subartikolu (I) ta' 
dlUl kmikolu . id·d ispoti1.1jonijicl ta' dan ' ·Au ghandhom japplikaw 
gh:1I kull haga li Ikun ghadha pendenti jcw li ma tkunx tiet fina lizzalll 
fid-data ta l-bidu fis-schh I!I' dan I-Atl. 

tI.'lghoddi mill-Kamra tad-l)cpUlllli fis-Sedu ta N ru. 176 tad-29 la' No"embru, 1988. 

p , M USC'AT Tl_RRlluLE 
Sllr;"o" /1.1/' Ko""o md· Dl'pll/mi 

Li\WRI: N('E GOSZt 
S~QIl~~ 
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ACT No. XXXVI or 1988 

I aSSCnl. 

r "'UL X UFN.UI 
At ling Prtsidcnl 

blh I)ccember 1988 

AN ACT fimh~' 10 um~nd Ilr~ Dmy on DO{'ljm~nlJ An. 1981. 

BE IT ENACfE D by Ihe Presiden!. by and wilh tht advise :and 
oonscnt of the ~I ousc of Represen,ali\·cs. in Ih is presclll Parliament 
lIl!iscmbled. and by the au thority of Ihe same. as follows:-

I. (I) This Atl may be cited 3!i lhe Out)' on DorumcnlS 
(Amendment) Ad. 1988. and ~ha ll be read and construed as onc with 
the Duty on Documents Act. 1981. herein~f' e r referred 10 ~s "the 
prineip~1 Ac,". 

(2 ) This ACI shall come ;nlo force on suth dale as Iht 
Ministe r responsible for financc may appoint by nGlite in the Gazelle. 
and differen. dales may be appointed for differcnl provisions of .his 
Ad . 

2. Section 2 of Ihe principal ACI shall Dc amcnded as follows: 

(a) immedialely before the definilion of Mbody of pcrsonsM 
.hcre shall be inserted Ihe following new defini.ion: 

MM Board- means the Board of Special Commissioners for 
DUlyon Documents . appointed under scction 660fthis Ad;M; 
and 

(b) Mler Ihe definition of "signature" there shull be insencd 
the following new definition: 

.. ··Special Commissioner"' means 3 member of the POHrd 
appoinlcd undtr section 660f Ihis Ad ;M. 

J. Fo r SC"clion 10 of Ihc principal ACI Ihere sh:lll be substiluted 
the fo llowing: 
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IU, ( I) Where in the opinion of the Commissioner 
the value expres~ed or declared in a documc11I o ther than 11 

document to which sect ion 53 of this Act refers. is lower than 
the real value :at the time of tho:- execution of thc document. hc 
shall proceed 10 determine by order in writing the amount of 
the duty chargeable and shall ra ise an assessmelll accord­
ingly. 

(2) Whcrc the value assessed by the 
Commissioner as aforesaid exeecds the va luc expressed or 
declared in the documerll by more than one-founh of the 
value assessed by the Commissioner. Ihe person liable 10 

pay dUly sha ll. in addition 10 the du ty chargeable as in 
subscrt ion (I) of this set't ion . pay by way of penal ty. an 
additional sum. equivale nt to the amount of duty calculated 
on the IOtul value assessed by the Commissioner as 
afo resaid." . 

4. In section 24 of the principal Act. for the words ··any penalty 
incurred under this Act·' there shall be substi tuted the words ··any 
additional duty or any penal ty incurred und .. r this Act". 

5. In section 50 of the principal Act: 

(a) immediate ly before the proviso thereto the re shall be 
added the following: 

··Provided that t he liability of the notary publishing such 
deed shall be limi ted 10 the duty chargeable on such transfer 
c-stablished on the basis of the value declared in the deed and 
to the penaltieseonlemplatcd in sections 51 and 520fthis Act: 

Provided further that the notary shall have a special 
privilege in respeCt of the dUlY payable and paid by him on 
any LnUlsfer effected by a public deed. over the immovablc 
transferred: 

The special pri vilej;Cc ~rantcd by this sect.on shall be 
registered by the notary wi thin 11'0'0 months from the d3te of 
such deed and shall have the same rank as the privileges con­
!cmpI3!cd in p:.ragraph (c) of section 20 lOaf thc Civi I Code:··; 
and 
(b) for the words ··Provided t h ~ t the dl.lly ch3rgeable on the. 

memorandum·' in the prescnt proviso there shall be substi tUlcd 
the words "Provided fuoher that the duty charge~ble on the 
memorandum". 

6. In subsection (4) of section 52 of the principal Ace for the 
words "of not Icss than onc pound and nOt more than fifty pounds·· 
the re s h~11 be substituted the words "of not less than ten Mnllcsc li Ti 
and nOt more than live hundred Maltese lid·' . 

7. Fo r sect ions 53. 5lA. 53B and 53C of the principal Act. the re 
shall be subslitulCd the fo llowing: 
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53. ( I) Where the Commissio ner is satisfied that the 
price of an immovable declared in the deed of sale is less 
than three-founhs of the real ~aluc of the immovable sold, 
he shall proceed to detcrmine by order in writing the amount 
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of dUly chargcable on the differe nce between the value 
declared in the decd of sale and the value of the immovable 
as determined by him 1U1d shall ra ise an a.sessmerll 
acoordingly, 

(2) Thc transferor and the transferee shall be 
jOinl ly and severally liablc to pay the du ty referred to in 
subso.!ction <I) of this "Cction alld. where ill the opi l1 ion of 
the Commissioner the deed of sale does not rdlcet Ihe tru~' 

conditions of the sak. the Iransferor and the transferee shall 
each be liable 10 pay an addi tional duty equal to len times 
the difference between th~' duty paid 011 the deed ofsllle and 
thc dUly chargeable on the valuc of the immo\'able a~ 

determined bv the Commissioner. 

(3) The Commissioner may raise an asses~me Jl! 
as provided in subsections (I) :md (2) of Ih is sect ion, al any 
time. wilhin onc year from the day of the receipt by Ihe 
Commissioner of the notice referred to in scet ion 52 of this 
Acl. M. 

8. P:ITI VI of Ihe principal Act shall be amended as follo .... "5: 

(a) for the heading "I'art VI" ' there shall be substituted Ihe 
heading ~ Part VI]"'; and 

(b) section 64 thereof shall be renumbered SC("lion 71. 

9. Immediately after section 63 of the principal Act th.'re shall 
be added the following new Part: 

" PART VI 

ASSt'l$IIIt"IIIS - Ohjt"clionl - Allf1t'al$ 

s.-"....... 64, ( I) The Commi~sioner shall cause 10 be se~'ed 
.......... n". . f I on the person hable to pay the dllly. or on his I~w u 

represcntati"e. a notice stating the amount of duty paY3ble. 
and indicating his righlS under section OS of Ih;5 Act. 

(2) An assessmenl shall for all purposes of thj~ 
Act be deemed la h,lV l.' been made by the Commissioner on 
Ihe da te of St"~'ice of the notiet' afo reSll id. 

Obj«1ioc1, 65. (I ) If any person scrved wilh or affected by a 
"P,n.. notice of assessment wishes to contest that assessment. he .>lo<"mo"". 

may apply 10 the Commissioner for ils revocation or revision 
by a notice of objection in writing specifying the grounds of 
the objection 10 the aS~SSIlH: nl and made wi thin thirty dnys 
from the dale of the service of the notice aforesaid : 

Provided that the Commissioner shall e~tend the 
said period as may be reasonable in the circumstances if he 
is satisfied that that person was prevented from contest ing 
the assessment owing to sickness. or absence from Malta. or 
any other reasonable cause. 

(2) Where any person who has objected to an 
assessment agrees with the Commissioner as to Ihe anlounl 
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of duty payable thereunder. the assessment shall be amended 
accordingly. and not i\:C of the duty payable: shall be served 
upon soch person. 

(3) If no otgreement is reached as provided in 
subsection (2) of this section . the Commissioner shall 
determine the duty b)' o rder in writing and scr\'e on the 
person object ing a nOtice of his refusal !O lImend the 
assessment as desired by such person . 

66. (1) The President of Malta may by notice in the 
Gazelle appoint a Board of Special Commissionc~ for Duty 
on DocumentS consisting of a Chairm:1Il al1d twO other 
persons fo.- the purpose of hearing and determining appeals 
in accordllnce with the provisions of section 67 of this Act. 
The "resident of Malta llIay also appoint three other persons 
10 act asSpecial Commissioners. one to replace the Chairman 
and anyone of the other two !O replace any of the o ther 
Special Comm;S5ione~ whenever the Chairmlln or any of 
the other Special Commissioners. as the case may be. is. for 
any reason. unable to carry out his functions . Both the 
Chairman and the substitute QllIirmall shall be a Magistrate 
or a T(' tired Magistrate . 

(2) A person shall be disqualified from being 
appolllled or fro m continuing to be a Special Commissioner 
so longllS he is 0 member of the House of Representat ives. 

(3) Every Special Commissioner sha ll. befoTe 
entering upon his office. make and subscribe a declaT3tion 
on oath in the form prescribed 10 that effect before the Court 
o f Appeal. 

(4) Every Special Commissioner shall hold office 
for such period as mlly be specified in his appointment . 

(5) The Commissioner shall publ ish all decisions 
gi\'en by the Board on points of law. 

(6) The Board shall have power to summon any 
~rson to gin' evidence Of to produce book) or o ther 
documents bdore it. and the Chairman shall have power to 
admin i~tc r the oath 10 any person appearing bcrore the 
Board. 

(7) The Special Commissione~ shall not be 
persona lly liable (or any act or ddauit of the Board done or 
omilled to be done In good (aith in the COU!'1;e of Ihe 
proceedings o( the Board. 

(8) The Minister mlly make rules governing 
appeals to the Board and. "-'ithoul prejudiee to tile generlllity 
of the foregoing. may make rules: 

(a) preSCribing the manner in which an appeal 
shall be made 10 the Board: 

(b) preSCribing the procedure to be adopted by 
the BOMd in hearing an appeal and the records to be 
kepI by the Hoard : 
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(c) prescribing the manner in which the Board 
shall be convened and the places where and the limes 
at which the Board shall hold siltings; 

(d) prescribing fees tobe paid in rC5pcct ofappcals 
[0 the Board; and 

(e) generally for the bener carrying out of the 
provisions of this Part relMing 10 the Board. 

67. (I) Any person who feels "ggrieved by an 
assessment. and has not agreed with the Commissioner on 
the amount of duty payable as provided in subsection (I) of 
section 65 of Ihis Act, muy I;! nter an appeal to Ihl;! BQard 
within thirty days from the date of the service upon him of 
a notice of Ihe refusal of thl;! Commissioner to amend the 
assessment as desired. 

(2) Every person appealing shall appear before 
the Board either in person or by an agent. 

(3) The onus of proving tha t the assessment 
complained of is excessive shall be on the appellant. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of subsection (3) of 
Ihis section. the Board shull confiml, reduce, increase or 
annul the assessment or make such order thereon as it may 
deem appropriate. but any such reduction or increase may 
refer only to those heads of the Commissioner's dedsion 
against which an appeal is entered. Noticc of the Board's 
decision, of the date thereof. and of any amendment \0 the 
assessment shall be sent to the Commissioner who shall cause 
a copy thereof to be served in the manl1er provided in section 
70 of this ActIO the person uppc~lling, together with a notice 
informing such person of his righ ts under section 68 of this 
Act , 

(5) An appeal to thc Hoard shall not be withdrllwn 
or discontinued exccpt with the consent of the Commissioner, 

(6) The Board may ordcr the correction of any 
Milhmetical error incurred in any of iu decisions on an 
applicat ion filed by either pany within len days from the 
service upon him of sueh decision and served on the other 
pany. 

68, ( I) Any person who. having appealed \0 the 
Hoard, feels aggrieved by its decision. may appeal against 
the decision. 011 a question of law only, to the Court of 
Appeal by an application filed within thirty days from the 
date of service upon him of the decision of the Board , 

(2) Thl" Commissioner may, if he is dissatisfil;!d 
" 'ith the decision of the Board , appeal against the decision. 
on a question of law only. to the Court of Appeal by an 
applica tion filed within th iny days from the date of the 
Board's decision. 



(3) Unless rules made hereunder provide a longer 
period, se\'cn clcar days' DOl ice shall be given 10 Ihe parties 
of the date fixed for thl." hearing of the llppeal. 

(4) The Court may confi rm . reduce. increase or 
annul the assessment as de termined by the Board or make 
such orde r theron as il may deem appropria te but any sueh 
reduction or increase may refer o nly to those heads of Ihe 
B03Td's decision against whid an appetll is entered . 

(5) Not ice of the amount of duty payable under 
the assessment as detl." rmined by the Coun sha ll be served 
by the Commissioner in the manner provided in sccti-on 70 
of this Act. 

(6) The Commissioner shall publish all decisions 
gi\'en by the Court. 

(7) The Board established under section 29 of the 
Code of OrganiSation and Civil Procedure may m~ke rules 
concern ing appeals \0 the Court of Appcal under this section. 
and prescribing the fees to be paid on such appeals. 

w","" 69. Where no val id objection or appeal ha5 been 
:':':"'~ lodged against an assessme nt . or where the amount of the 
..........eft" duty has been agreed 10 under subsectio n (2) of sc:cti-on 65 
.'" ~ ... I."" of this Act . or where an appeal has been withdrawn or 
..-I.....-~ discontinued . or where the amount of du ty pa)'able has been 

de ternlincd on objection or appeal . Ihe assessment as made 
or agreed to or determined on objection or appeal. as the 
case mlly be. ~hall be final and conclusive for all purposes 
of this Act: 

Provided Ihat nothing in this Pan of this Act shall 
prevem the Commissioner from making any refund or 
adjust ment under the provisions of section 63 of Ihis Act or 
any assessment or 3dditional assessment which does not 
inl'olve re.opening any maller which has already been 
determined on appeal. 

70. (I ) A not ice given by the Commissioner for the 
purposes of this Act shall be served on the person to whom 
il is addressed either personally or by being sent by registered 
post to his last known business or privllle address. 

(2) In the case of service by registered post . unless 
the contrary is proved. the not ice shall be deemed to have 
been served: 

(a) in the case of a person residing in Malta. nOI 
later than the I hird day succeeding the day of poslage : 

(b) in the casc of a person not so residing. on Ihe 
day ~uecceding that on which the notice would have 
been received in the ordinary course by post. ~ . 
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10. ( I) The proVIsIOns of (his Ac( ~hall nOI anecl anything 
luwfully donc or omiued to be done under the principal Act or any 
judicial proceedings which are pending before any court on (he date 
of the coming into force of this Act . 

(2) Subject to the provisions of subsection (1) of this section. 
the provisions of Ih is Act shall apply 10 ~ny m;mer w.h ich is outSWnding 
or has not been final isroon the date of the cominginlo forceofthis Act. 

Passed by the House of Representatives at Silting No. 116 of the 29th November. 
1988. 

I' . M USCAT TER RIBIL.f.. 
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