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ATI Nru. X ta' 1-1983 

A TT manru~ b'liti mill·Parlament ta' 
Ma1tJ. 

A Tf bit:< jipprovd i biex iiiu " e!lthl fi!· 
Gvern te.!; jedd.ij iet immobbU ak· 
kwistat l minn xl Knisja jew htituz­
zj,;m; oħra Pija jew lleli*iuta skond 
il.liii nl·p.eskrizzJnnl jew skond 
kondizzjoni blu dik lI·proprJfl~ do­
tuta ,ħal &'ian partikolari u blu Ji,­
relola 1el U; Pijl. xi pitijiel Pijl, do­
nazzjonIjiet, fondanjllnijiel Jew d~ 
pat;tl Iħaċ-i:elebuujonl la' Quddl~. 

Act No. X of 1983 

AN ACT enacted by the Parliament 
of Malta. 

AN ACT to make p.oyislon for the 
"est!n, in the Gonrnm~nt of certain 
rigb15 ">'fI' h:nmouble pro~rly le· 
qlllrfll by an)' Church 0' olħr, Pio l.l!i 
o. Reli,iou$ lost;!,,!;O" pUl'SlIaOI to 
the law of pres~r ipl1on or under I 
condition to use such properly for a 
paMitular purpose :lIlIl 10 rc&ula l~ 
cen a;n Pious lep.cies, Plous buro 
thens, dunallon', foundations Or 
truslS for the ct lebration 01 Mll$es. 
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ATT blt>: jipprovdi biu iiġu vts/lrI fil-Gvem te'" Jedd/jiel immobbll 
aklc ... lslllI/ minn xi K"i'i~ jew Is/ill/wan! oħra Pilfl ~w Relitiutt> 
skond iI·li~i ml'prtskriujonl lew skond kondiujcml blu dik iI·pro. 
prjeta linlllt o ,ħal 1M" partikolari .. biex jirrt'I"la kllll; Pij;, xi 
pit/jiet Pii!, d01UJujoniii~r. l(mdaujonijln ~.., depOt/li għ«-hlt­
I>raujonl la' QuddieJ. 

IL-PRES IDENT. bil_parir li ]·kl,ln5ens tal-Kamra tad_Deputa ti, 
imlaqqgħa fdan il·Parlament. u bl-awtoritk ta' I·istess, nare~ b'ligi dan 
li gej:~ 

I . (l) [}~n l-Anjista' jissejjah I·A\( ta' 1-1983 dwar id·Oevoluu· 
jon; ta' Certa Proprjelll ta' Knejjes. 

(2) Dan I·An gtlandu jibda ~ħħ f'dik id-data li L·Ministru 
re$ponsabbJi sJlall-llrtijiet jisla' jistabbilixxi b'awi1 fil-Gazzetta u dUi 
differenti jistgħu ji*u hck.k slabbilili għal dispot.izzjonijiet differenti jew 
glial għanijiet differenti la' dan l-Att. 

2. (1) Kull jedd fi jew fuq xi p'roprjc~ immobbli vestit rxi Kni$­
)11. jew IstilUZZjoni ohra Pi)ll. jew RehAjuta fil·jum li fih j ibda jseħll dan 
I·Att, li jkuu jedd akkwil;ul minn d,k il·Knisja jew Istituzzjoni olira 
Pija jew Rcli!ju;ta, hawnbek.k iljed 'il quddiem imsejl\a '"EntitajietEi:t· 
lC5jasliti~ skond Kklispnizzjonijiet tal.Titlu XXV tat.Taqlima 11 tat· 
T ieni Ktieb tal·Koditi Civili dwar il·l'rcslrizzjoni, jew skond xi !iA) 
ohra bħala li kienel fiHehħ fit-imien ta' dak l .... kkwisl qabel il·promul· 
gazzjoni ta' dak il·Koditi . ghandu. bi$-$ahha la' dan l-Att, ji~ vcslil fil· 
Gvern b'effelt mill·bidu fili-liellllla' dan I·Att: 

lida dan l ... nikolu m'lIb.andll.l( japplika ,bi xi propr;ct! 
immobbli mal\suba għal servizz bllala knisja jew kappella u li tkun 
hekk utata fid-dl ta tll-bidu fis.«:bl'l 11' dan l_All: 

Itda wkoll dan l-artikolu ghandu wkoll japplika mela I·jedd 
hc:tt akkwistat mill·Entllajiet Ekklesjasti~i jkun *ie trasfer;1 lil xi per. 
luna wara s-16 la' Ounju, 1983; u ghall·finijiet ta' dan l-llrtikolu dak 
it·I!"lIsferimenl jitqies li ma jkunx sar. 



u) Id-dispo.ti:a;Onijiel tas.-subar1ikolu (l) ta ' dan l-artikolu 
għandhom japplikaw ukoll għal kull jedd li jibqa' lil ~i Enlitl1 Ekk!e5-
jaslika mitmum minn dik l-EotiLl r.li lruferiment, magllmul qabel il­
bidu fiHeħħ ili' dan l-All, fuq ~i proprjell akkwistata minn dik l-Enli\b. 
st ond id-dispoti:u:jonijiel lal-liġi ~mmija fl-imsemmi subartiko!u_ 

(3) Għall-finijiet tas.-subartikolu (2) la' dan l-artikolu, il-fra!i 
"jedd Li jibqa'" tinkludi d-driuijiel kQllha tad-dinclum domillw jew 
tlS-~"b-dirtcwm dom il1us ('kuntratt tn' enfitewsi jew liub-enfitewsi. 

J. Il-proprje\b. immobbli li &ħaliha jirreferi l-artikolu 2 ili' dan 
l-A!! u/ jc:w kull prelZ, rikavat jew dhul li jinkiseb minnhu, jintużaw 
biss ghal għanijiet ili' eduka:zl;joni. 

4. (l) Kull persuna li minnufih qabel ;!.bidu flHChħ ta' dan 
l-Att kienet responsabbli għall-amminislrav:;oni Ia'.li prGprjeLl immob­
bli li &ħaliba )applih l-BItd,;olu 2 ta' dan l-A ll. jew li WRI1I l-bidu ~ 
seħħ la' da n l-Att, kellha de (aclo il-kon1roll fuq, jew l-amminislrazz­
;on; la', proprjctll bħal dik:, &ħandhn, fi t mien xahrejn mill-bidu fiHeħħ 
la' da n l-Att, tiklr.onsenja lill-Kummissarju la' l-Arujict, fuq ;].formula 
li l-Mmistru responsabbli għall-artiJiet hawnhell itjcd 'il quddiem im­
sejjah ~il_MjnisInlM, jista' jipPfC$krivi b'regolamenti, dik:jaraujoni li 
jkun liba; 

(a) dik id-deskriujoni tal.proprjt>ll u kull tagllrif ieħor li 
jwai&l! biex ti~i identifikata, kif jislll' jiġi prcskriu, u 

(b) indikazzjoni tat-tmien li matulu dik il-proprjet). kienet 
hekk akkwislllla . 

(2.) Kull persuna li b'rieda jew b'negliġenza tooq05 li Iitl.ou­
senjl. liU-Kummissarju ta' l-Ar1ijiet id-dikja=joni msemmija liwub­
artikolu m ta' dan l-artikolu fit-tmien imsemmi fih, jew tikkonsenjalu 
dikjarazzjoni li tkun falza r.li ħa~ materjali, tkun ħatja ta' rca tlr.onlra 
dan l-All, u teħel meta tinstab ħatja multa ta' mhuX itjcd minn 
LmS,OOO u l.Qorti tista' tordna l-lr.onflska la' lr.u1l5OlllllUl la' f1U!1Ii tista' 
tkun dovuta skond id-dispOti;a)ooijiet ta' dan l-All dwar il-proprjca 
li għaliha jirreferi r-reat. 

S_ HI Kull persuna li jtollha l-amministrazzjoni la', jc:w taħt 
il-pussess jew il-kontroll tagħha, ~; proprjea immobbli mnittla f1-lst eda 
li tinsab ma' dan l-All_ glIandħa, fi tmien xahrejn mid-data tal-bidu fis­
sel11l ili' dan l_Att, lagħmel u litkollXnja lill-Kummissarju ta' l-Artijiet 
in""ntarju ta' l-gllamara u I"-Itre:ai kollha. li jkunu jciistu fi!-proprjet!!. 
tif ukoll kull ħaġa mgħaqqtla mal-proptje!l li jkunu jeżistu fi!-proprje!i 
fid-data tal·bidu fiweħll la' dan l-All. 

(2) L-ghamara u l·aUrea; li jkunu jet;Stu fil-proprjell kif 
ukoll kull ħ~~a mghaqqda mal-proprjetA mnitlla n-I skeda li tinsab ma' 
dan l-All fid-data tal-bidu fiweħħ ta' dan l-Att għandhom jitqiesu li 
huma proprjetll. tal-Gvern, 

(3) Kull persUIlOl li b'rieda jc:w b'negli~t1llll -
ta) tonqos li tikkoosenja lill-Kummissarju ta' l-Arlijiet 

l_inventarju msemmi fiwubartikolu (l) ta' dan l-tIrtitolu fit-tmien 
fih imsemmi. jcw 

(h) tagrlli deskrizzjoni falza ta' ~i OUett jew partita inklub 
f'dak l-inveo!arju, jew 

(~J tħalli barra minn dak l-in""ntarju x.i oMell jew partilll li 
kellħa tlii inkluta fib, 
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tkun ħalja ta' reat kontra dan l- Att. u lellel meta ti nsab IIJIj.a multn ta ' 
mħux itjed minn LmS,OOO. 

(4) Fdan l-artikolu, il·fra~i "ghamara" tin kludi kwadri. 
stat .... ;. kollezz)ooijiu ta' kOlba joew dokumenti olira. UlenJih 11 parament; 
sagri u tull O#ġen li' metall ~ujuż. 

Q..S<Ii<O "",I noħ 6. iI) Kull dispoHujoni itJ/rr vi_ jew .... 1lUI ITIO<"IU li ~ir wa ra 
il_mejti.. I.bidu fiJS...,ħll ta' d~n I·Att li billa kera. imghu}ew froni jict oħra tivj]i 

li jink isbu minn xi proprjet). mobbli jew ;mmobbl i gllandh(Ħll jiolu1aw 
1l1Ia~ltbcau.jooi la' quddl<::!l għal rull il-mejt;n (kemm jekk xi p!d 
,ellor n jew fuq proprj!l~ bħal dik ikun tic lrasferit kif ukoll jekk 1el 
jew li biba pit għal dan l~n jiġi mposl fuq d ik: il-proprjetA jew fuq 
itHletent un taghha jew fuq jJ·penulli li jkollhom interess (,ha, 11 li riha 
Nti pro,'dUl li dilL id-d ispo1iujQni tibqa' fi$-liehh għal żmien ikla r minn 
hamsa 11 gllOM;n sena jew li d-dispożi.u:jonijie~ la.Hubar! ikoli (2), (3) u 
!4) la' da n l-a",kolu ma jlrunux japplikaw, ~I.:un nulla safejn dik id· 
<hspotizz;oni Ikun ser i=lIħ għal iklar minn ħumsa u għoxrin sena jew 
safc}o id-dispotizzjon ij iel laHubarlikoli (2). (3) u \4, ta· dan l-arlikolu 
ma għandhom~ ikunu applltabbli. ~kond il·kat.. 

(2) Kull penurut li Ia&ħmel dispoiizz;oni għall·finijiel im>ell'· 
mija fiHubar~ikolu (I) la' dan l-arlikolu jew is-$utte5sur lej;iuimu tagħ· 
ħa, għandu, mhu~ iktar lard minn ,i u xhur wara li jgħaddu &ħaxar soin 
mill-bidu lis«1Iħ ta· xi dispoti.zzjoni bħal dik ikollu jedd li jagħiel bi l· 
meZZ la' 0013. ipprc!cmtata fil·Prim·Awla lal..Qoui Civili: 

li) li dik id-dispol izzjoni Ikompli ~ħħ għal perijodu ieħor, 
li. flimkien mal·perijodu li jkun gl\adda sad-<bta tal·prc1cntala 
lan·nola . ma jkunx lij.ed minn ħam$a 11 għoxrin se na; jew 

li;) li dik id-disponujon i ma lkompli.t isseħll u li kull jedd 
fi jew fuq il·i>fOprjel! j<:w il-jedd li lirtiev, !·kcrja, I·imgħa:<ijict jew 
il·frottij ic l oħra ti vili . li għalihom lapplika dik id-dlSpo!iajoni, 
s.kond il-tat. jiġu v($lil; fiha ; j~ 

(iiil li dik id-dispo!izzjoni ma ll.:omphx i=ħħ u li kull jedd 
fi jew fuq U·proprjetil.. jew il·jedd li lirtie vi I·kerja, I·imgħuijiet jew 
i1·frothjicl oħra t,vih h għalihom lapplika d!l; id-dJSjlOzi.zzjoni . 
skond ,\·kal, jiAu vesllll I~--Gvcrn u malli jsir da n d ik il·proprjcta 
jew kull pro:zz jew riUI'""t 11 jinkisoeb minnha jew kull kerja, imallB­
xijicl jew frotujitl oħra Civili bħal dawn, Hond il-b~, gl\andhom 
jinluta w mill-Gvern bi ss għall-aħanijict imsemmija fl",rlikOlu 3 la' 
dan I·AII. 

(31 Meta ~i persuna li jkollha j~-dd lippreunl.a nota kif im· 
semmi fis-suba rt ikol u (2) ta · dan 1""r1ikolu tonq05, fli·tmien imsemmi 
fib, li lipprcknta dik in·uot.:J. hi lilqies li Ikun gllatlel li aħandbom 
japplikaw id-disl'o}.iajonijict tal·paragm'u (iii) la · l-imsemmi sub­
artikolu. 

(41 Meta jkun hemm iew! sutmsuri le!illimi jew iktar tal· 
persuna li Ikun għaml:t d~potiu;on i gl\aU·fjnijitl imsemmija r~ub­
artikolu (i) ta' dan l-artikolu, kull wieħed minn d.wk iKuċtcssuri jkol­
lu d-drill li jagħmel in-nota nuemmija fis-suba rt iko lu (2) la' dan l-artikOlu 
dWIr iHehem li dwaru hu jkun soctcssur. 

($1 Id-dispolizzjon ijiet las-subartikoli m $a (4) la' dan 
l-artikolu għandhom japplikaw. mutalis ""<tmu!i, glial kull d ispot.in­
jon, msemmija fis-suballikolu (I) \.I' dan l-artikolu maJllmula qabel il. 
bidu fiHeM la ' dan I·AIl; u fejn, mal·bidu "s-seħh ta· dan I·A!!. xi di !­
pot.iujoni blla l d ik Ikun f~ħħ _ 



(a) għ:ll perijodu la' iżjed miun għaxar srtin iżda għal inqas 
minu hamsa u għo~rin sena, in-nol3 msemmija fis.,o;ubartikolu (2) 
la ' dan 1-nrlikolu għandba tiġi pprdentata mhux iklar lard minn 
sitt xhur wara l-bidu f;..seħh ta' dan l-AI\; u 

(b) meta d-dispoiinjoni Ikuo ilha fis.,o;ehħ għal perijodu ta' 
a~lar minn ħamsa u għoxrin sena, in-nota msemmija fis-subarlikolu 
(2) la' dan l-artikolu għandba tiġi ppreieulata mhu.' i~lar tard 
minn s;n xhur wara l-bidu fis·seħħ ta' dan I·Att, u għandha tindika 
biss jekk il -~ersuna li tkun qed tagħmilha t3!IbJ:ilx li l-jedd li tir­
Ċie\-ll-kerja, l-imgħaxijiet jewfrortijiet oħracr.ili jiġux vestiti fiha 
jew fil -Gvern_ 

(6) Mela , skond id..dispoiizzjonij iel las-!;ub<lr!ikolu (~l la' dan 
l-artikolu xi persu na lagħ~el ;d..d;spoiizzjoni li hemm fil-pmagrnfu (iil 
las.,o;ubartikolu (2) ta ' dan l-art ikolu, il·kumpens imħallas mHl·Gvern 
taħt id..di,pożizzjonijiel tal·paragrafu (f) tas-subartikolu (3) ta' l-a rtiko lu 
8 la' dan I·Att dwar il-waqfien jew il-!imita7.l:joni lad..dispoi.i7.:l:joni li 
dwarha dik l -għ~ ila tapplika, għand u jinghata lura li l!·G v~rn miun dik 
il-persuna. 

7. Meta xi pruprjetlo. jew jcrld fuq propr}ctlo. trasferit lil xi Entitlo. 
Ekkksjastika gl\all-finijiet imsemmija fis-surort ikolu (0 ta' l-artikolu 6 
ta- dan t-Att, sew qabel jew wara l-bidu !"i s.,o;el\ħ ta' da n l- A!t, iku1\ I';ie 
tra.\ferit sew qa bel jew wara l·bidu fis-seħħ ta' dan l-Att minn dik 
l-EnliHI. Hklesjastika, il_jedd ;j iel tal ·persuni msenlnlija f'dak l_artikolu 
jkunu jistghu jigu dertita!i dwar il·prezz jew ir-rika v31 tat·trasferiment 
minn di k l-Entita Ekklesj~,tika u /jew dwar l-imgħa~jj iel jew rrol!ij iet 
oħra ċi vili li j in kisbu mill-prezz jrw mir-rikavat la' dak it-trasferiment. 

8_ (I) Kull persuna li tippretendi li għandha jedd li tirċie-.i 

kumpens minħabba li hi kellha l--pussess ta" jew interess fi, jew jedd 
fuq, xi proprjetA li għalihajapplikawid-dispoiizzjonijiet ta'l -artikoli 2, 
6 u 7 ta' dan l-Att, u li dik il -prOJ?fjetA, interess jew jedd ikun ittieħed il ­
pussess tiegħu b'mod obbligatorjU jew ikun ġie akkwistat taħt id-dispo­
iizzjonijiet ta' dan l-Att, tista' tibda l -proċedimenti sabiex tistabbilixxi 
l-interessi ta~ fi jew id-dritt tagħha. fuq il -proprjeta U l-ammont ta' 
kumpens li hI tista" skond id-dispoiizzjonijiet ta'dan l-Att, ikollha jedd 
għalih ~ sabi':X tikseb il -ħlas ta' dak il-kumpens; u lmll reċitionidwar xi 
proċedlmentl bħal dawk tkun suġġetta għal appell hll -Qortl ta' l-Appell 
skond id-dispoiizzjonijiet tal -Kodiċi ta' Organizzazzjoni u Proċedura 
ċr..ili. 

(2) Sabiex j i ġi stabbilit il-kumpens (jekk ikun hemm) li ghan­
du j il hallas taht dan l-arlikolu dwar proprjeta, interess jew jedrl milqut 
bid<! ispotinjonijiet la' l-artikoli 2,6 U 7 la ' dan l-All j l·ka~ ghandu ji~i 
trottat bhala bf ,'r>eĊj;lli fej~ il-Parlament jidhi rlu xieraq. fl-interess naz­
zjonalLI ; ji'tabbi];u i [-krittrii li għandhom jilħarsu, magħduda l-faUur; 
u t .... irkost~n<i l-oħra li għandhom j;lqiesu , għal dak l -għan_ 

(3) U-hilerii li ghanrlhom ji!harsu, maghduda l·fatturi u t · 
ċirkostanzi l-oħra li ghandhom jilqiesu biex j;ġi stabbilit il-kumpens li 
ji~la' jkollu jitħallas minħabba xi dispot.izzjooi la' dan l-artikolu u l-arti­
koli 2, 6 u 7 la' dan l_Att, ghandhom ikunu dawn li ~ejjin:_ 

(a) ix-xoghol ta' ku ll Kn isja hu essenzjalment wiehed spiril_ 
wali u bħala ,"li hu għal kol lox alj~n minn u ma għandux x'jaqsam 
ma' xi għau materjali jew "euali: 

(bI !'użu I; ghalih il-proprJetlo. Jew il·jeddij;el j i stgħu jitqiegh­
du mil!.Q""fIl skonrl l-obbligi tiegħu li joħorġu mid-dispożizzjoni_ 
jiet ta' dan l-Att hu rislrett fl-interess nazzjonali, għat.tkaUi r ta' 
l-edukazzjoni b'xejn ghal kulhadd; 
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f t) Hopplikazzjoni ta' klrtitQIu 2 ta' dan I·A!! h ija ri$treua 
għal je<ldijiet 11 intel'dsi akkwistati bi pre:skrizzjoni; 11 għalkemm 
dan il'il'lod ta' .. tkwi$t hu rikonoxxut m i~Li~ wkoll f'lr.:atijil::t fejn 
thm nieqsa l-DoM f Me dan ma ghandu qatt ikun mod li bih 
I·Rotia EkkJesjastika ghandha !attwata jedd. għaliex dan il·mod 
ta' atkwisl imur tootra '·tagħlim 11 l--priocipji imħaddna minn dik 
]·Entith 11 jedd ma għandu qatt Ji~i akkwistat mingħand il·persuna 
li ghandha d ritt ghalih minghajr il-kunsens taghha: 

Id} meta jitqies il-fatt li l-mod ta' akk wist bi prestrizzjoni 1i 
b ih ~i Enlith Ekklesintih liġi ~Iita bi l'(l1I5SeSS ta', i"t~ fi. 
joew jedd fuq, il'J)I'Opriet~ mi lQu ta b'dan [·A!! ma kienx netessaria. 
ment ifisser l-g11oli ta' xi t onsideranioni minn xi E ntitA bl\al d ik 
11 li ebda I::umnens ma kellu iill'1allu l iII-oe~lIna mo.l\lIda minn 
dik il..pronrietA iew iedd minhabba bi" li dik kienet alckwista ta 
mil1-i'nĦem miia E~lill. i1-hrmoenl .i I1ħandu iitħa llas ma ~ħ.ondu 
reMa kat ikun itied mill·valur fi nus lal·konsidera zzioni 1T1000ħtija 
mill·EntitA EU:lesias!ill:a iew il·valur IlI I~orjctl, iew il·jtdd kor· 
rero li fit-tn1;en la' I."kkw;st. skond Ikma minnhom ikun I."kbar. 
mil·liema valur għandu jilnaQQas : 

m il·valur lil' kull benefi<'tiu li iinkiseb mill'Drom1etll 
lew mi11_iedil m~tul it-tmien li fih dik i11ħOp,JetA jew il.jedd 
t leo veslit n·E ntitl Elklesi:utib: 

(HI I·;."ita li Irid issir biex il ·proprjetA li!i restawrata fi 
$la t l:IIiieb ta' mwiia: 
IMa I."mmont t~' kull kumoenJ ilwAr xi benefill:ati li isiru fi]. 

promierl miTI-F",il). EkkTe;~SI;h ,ħ~",lħom jj'oieu li I""~ mRI· 
va l"r , .H<rAwdii a la' iI,wk i!-henmbti mill-imsemmija E nlitk 
matul kul! tmien oabel il-bidu fis-seħħ la' dan l-Att: 

le) il.neile. li H <lħl" mi1 l·uronriet!t m; I",,,. bl.,., rta·"I ; fi u 7 la' 
d~n T-Att l-l .... u ~;"".; h;ex Utli _ I; ,";ll·""riIRi;~' "kH~astiti 

otħ.1!·henefi<'li';u hi ' ħ~<Id;eMr. U ~lI~l h~kk d Awi< I·Enr il~;;et ma 
.b rrbux xi lelf m;nħ .hħa d-di~""t;..,ioniiiel la' dan I·Att li iisYeS­
tuħom mi!l"",.,_ !>o' iI~wt il.n!l'iie; u I.('.vem m'~ħ~ rMllI ebda 
o1ieall fiMn,i ariu mi"ħ . hru. l-Milli dan I_All ia~lImd n""wlor;ta· 
jiet iew ne"'''ni resnonYlhbii "ħR!l·Ut.u ta ' dawl; if.tlejje u f1-għani. 
jiet li d\allħom dawk it·nejies ;ito wtati: 

m Rħ~1t.waaf..," ,,"w ,ħ. t..J;m ita1'Tloni la' xi d;J1!Ofi"""",i li 
j!ħ.lihft iirrefern l-artikoli 6 11 7 ta' dan l-Att. ku1t kumoens li I!ħftn­
du ii!ħalloJ <rħ .nil u ikun daos l.ammont la' pa"i waħda minn Inu 
II l-ke ... im,ħn. ' ",Ttiiiet ~v;1i 0 11", jew xi IIOmmft ollnl _ta 
fis-Jlma fi~leb",zzjoni ta' Quddies minnufih qabel Il-bidu fiweħħ 
ta' dan I·AII: 

Itda iekk it-tota l ta' l.ammonti li jkoll""m jitll~ l!.u skond id· 
d isootizrion;;iet la' dan iHubartikolu ~II.a IJ.uroor;"ll. ioeddiiiet Iew inle­
~~i kollha milquta bid-di~;nionijiet ta' 1.a"ikoTi 2. 6 u 7 hi' dan 
I·A\! ikun inqu minn LmSO.OOO għandha titħ a llas iMamma la' 
Lm50.000. 

(4) Jekk. Qabel ma jl!ħaddu tliet xhur mill-bidu fiweħħ ta' 
dan l-Att. ebda penuoa kir im'lmlmi fiHubartikolu (J) ta ' dan I .. rtikolo 
ma Ikun bdiet azzjoni quddiem il·Prim'Awla lal-Qo"i e!vi li għ al dik· 
; .... nioni li s-somma li għandha titll.al1 u għall·nroPTjet1 . jeddi jiet jew 
internsi milouta bid-d ispotilZ;onijiet ta' l-artikoli 2. 6 li 7 la' dan l-Att 
skond iMuba"ikolu (3) ta' dan l.a"ikolu jl.ħ a ndha. skond iI .kriter ji. 
ta tluri 11 tirkosanri oħra h""m~kk imsemmija. litj stabbilita r BmmOllI 
ikbar miDn LmSO.ooo u sab iCJI: jiġi stabbilit dak \."mmont mill-Qorti. is· 
somma la' LmSO.OOO gI\aodba titqies li bi .-mma li ghandba titħallas 
&k:ond id-dillpcmzzjoniJiet ta' l·im5eJUmi subartikolu; 



ltda ebda aujoni taħt dan iwubartikolu ma tkun ammissibbli 
kemm-il darba. nimkien ma~~itaujoni, ma jiġux ippretentati fil-Qorti 
d-dokument; kollha b'sustenn tat·talbiet. 

(S) L-ammont totali stabbilit Skond id-dispotiujonijiet tar 
subartiko1i (l) U (4) ta' dan hlrtikolu għandu jiii depotitat f'Dank 
f Malta ~aU.km:litu ta' l-Artisqof Metropolita ta' Malta għan.nom ta' 
kull Enm! EUlesjanika )ew persuna, ikun x'ikun it~mmin )ew id· 
denominlujoni tagħħa.li jkollha jedd uond dan l~rtikolu u l.artikoli 2, 
6 u 7 ta' dan J-A!! għal sehem mill~mmont hekk depotitat 

Dal: id-depo!im għandu jsir fi tmien g;imgħatejn mill­
egħluq tat-tmien imsemmi fiwubartikolu (4) ta' dan l-artikolu jew mid­
data meta d-d~itjon i dwar 1~12joni msemmija fiħa tkun saret finali, 
skond il-tat: u dak l ~mmont ghandu mbagħad jitqauam bejn id-diversi 
persuni li ]-jeddijiet tagħhom ikunu ~w milquta mid-dispożizzjonijiet ta' 
l~rtikoli 2. 6 u 7 ta' dan ]-An fil-proporzjon ta' l-int~ tagħħQm. Dak 
iHqas.sim !'ħandu jsir skond dawk id-direttivi li l-Artisqof Metropolila 
la' Malla jista' jagħti: 

l tda jeU ma jingħataw ebda direttivi bhal dawk miU·Artisqof 
MClropolita ta' Malta fi tmien Iliet xhur mid-data tad-depot.itu msemmi 
fdan l-artikolu, jew jekk, fi tmien tliet xhur mid-data ta' dawk id-diret­
ti vi, ma jintlahaqx ftehim mill-persuni kOllha li għandhom jedd taħt dan 
l_Att għal sehem mi\]--ammont hekk depotitat dwar il·mod kif ghandu 
jsi r it·tqas.sim jew dwar l·ammont li ghandu jitħallas lil kull wiehed 
skond dawk id-d irenivi, il-mod tat-tqassim u l-ammont li għandu jithal· 
las lil kull wahda minn dawk il_persuni għandu jiii d~it. mill-Prim'A wla 
tal-Qorti Civili, 

9. (l) B'effett mi!l·bidu fis-seħħ la ' dan I·AII. meta. fxi att 
in/er vivas fejn xi jedd fi jew fuq xi proprjeta immobbh jkun vestit fxi 
Enlil~ Ekk!esjastika u fdak l·all i~un hemm imposta kondi12joni li biha 
l·proprjetlt. ghandha lintub għal ghan jew b'mod imfisser jew mifhum 
fl.att, U, fis-t7 ta' Cunju, l983, il_proprjet~ ma Ikunx, ghal xi ratuni tkun 
li tkun. utata għall-għan jew bil·mod I<if provdut f'dak I·att. allura, bis­
saħħa ta' dan l_Att u b'effett min·bidu fis-seħħ tiegħu_ il·jedd fi jew fuq 
il·proprjeta vcstita fl·Entita Etlr::lesjastika bi s-sa ħħa ta' l·imsemmi att liti 
vestit fil-Gvem u ma lli jsir dan kull jedd ta'l-Entit~ Ekkksjastika fi jew 
fuq dik il·proprjeta jintemm. 

(2) Ebda hata li tinsab fis·subart ikolu (I) ta' dan l·artikolu 
ma ghandha titqies li tagħti lill·EntiH\ Ekklesjastika xi jedd kontra 
l-Gvem li dik l-Entit~ ma kienx ikollha taht l-att imsemmi f'dak is-sub­
artikolu kontra l-parti li kienet vestit il-jedd fi jew fuq il·proprjetl1 im­
mobbli f'dik I ·Enlil~ .kicku dik il·parti. minħabba l·fatt li !·Entitlt. Ekkles­
jastika ma tkunx ħarset il-kondizzjoni fl-imsemmi att, etcrt:itat il·jedd 
tagħha li titlob ix·xoljimenl tal-jeddijict 11 l-Qbbligi li gha lihom jirreferi 
l-an 11 r·rel'enjoni taJ·proprjetlt. li għaliha japplika dak l-att· 

m Jekk I·Entitlt. Ekklesjaslika tippretendi li ghandha jedd li 
tirtievi kumpen!l mingħand il-Gvem minħabba li kellha l·pussess ta', jew 
interCM fi. jew jedd fuq . xi proprjeta li għaliha japplikaw id-dispotiz.. 
zjonijiel la' dan l-artikolu, u li di k il-proprjeta, inten:ss jew jedd ikun 
ittiehed il-pussess tiegħu b'mod obbligatol1u jew ikun iie atlr::wistat ta ħl 
id-dispo.!:i7~jonijiet ta' dan l--artikolu, dik I.Entitll. EH:lesjastika tista' 
tibda protedimenti quddiem il-Prim'Awla tal-Qorti Ċivili sabiex tl.ltah­
bilini l-interessi tagħha fi jew id-dritt tagħha fuq il·proprjctlt. u l-ammont 
ta' lrumpell5li hi tista', skond id-dispou:ajonijiet ta' dan l-artikolu, 
ikollha jedd għalih u sabie~ tibeb il-ħlas ta' dak il·kumpens: u kull 
de6fjoni dwar xi protedimenti bhal da wk tkuII suUetta għal appe ll lill· 
Qorti la' l-Appell ikond id-dispoti:ajonijiet tal·Kod i~i la' Or,anizzaz· 
zjoni u ProUdura Civili. 
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(4) Sabiex jilti stabbilit ;l-ku",pen~ (jekk ikun rn.mm) li 
għandu jill\aUu~ IBM dan l·art ikolu dwar proprjel~. interess jew jedd 
milqut bid.dispoti~1jonijiet tiegħu. dan il-h! gl\~ndu jiiti lraual bħala 
kd 5~jali fejn il·Parlament jidhirlu xkr~q. rHnteres~ nazzjonali, li 
jistabbiliXxi 1-kriterji li għandhom ji\!\ursu. magħduda I·fattur; u ~<irkos­
tanti l-oħra li għandhom jitqiesu. glial dak il.għan. 

(5) Il.krit erji li għandhom ji tħ;:rsu, ma):Muda 1·(anuri u 
~-tifkotla nzi l-o!lra li ghandhom jitqiesu biex ji~i stabbilit ;].kumpens li 
jiSla' jkollu jithallat minħabba xi dispożizzjoni ta ' dan 1 .~rtiko'u. għMd· 
horn ikunu dawn li itejjin:-

(a) l11ul·bidu fis..sellh ta' dan l-All l-Emila EHlesjHSlika ma 
kenit x qed !U~a l·proprjel~ milquta bid..!i$po±i~zjonijiet ta' dan 
\.artikolu għat[ .gl'ian u bil-mod imfisser jew mifhum fl·atl li jVe51i 
dik l-Entit~ bil·jedd tagħha fi jew fuq dik il·proprjeta: 

(b) [-ammont ml_kumpens ma għandu febda tat ikuo iklar 
minn:_ 

(il l-ammont li dik l-Enlil ~ Ekklesjastika kienet tkun 
intitolala għalih taħt id..!; $pot.i~zjonijiel ta' ~i lit; bħala danni. 
jew ~ort'oħra. li kieku ~.xoljimeD1 tal-jeddijiel u l.()bbligi li 
għalihom j irreferi l·att li jvesti I·Enlitħ bil-jedd u r-reve~joni 
Id_proprjeta li ikunu sarU minħabba azzjoni għa l dak i~·xolji­
ment li tkun il1ieħdet mil1·parti li limponi l-kondizzjoni dwar 
l· utu tal·proprjeta li li frorma 1.()~et1 ta' dawk il·jed<lijiet jew 
obbligi f dak l·att; jew 

(iil (meta 1-propr;'t1l milquta b'dan l-artikolu tkun bini). 
l .... mmont la ' parti waħda minn Inax lal-\'1Ilur annwali lal·kera 
tal-proprjeta li l-je<kl fiha jew fuqha kien vc$ti t n-Entitħ Ekk-
1esjaslil:a qabd i1-b;du fiHeħħ 13' dan I·AII slabbi lit $kooo 
il-kriterji sp«ifihti " -Ord inanza ta' [·1944 li T raUan il-Kera 
fuq D jar għal Mdar qadima" kif imfi§m" fdik l-Ordinanza . 

.kond liml3 jkun l-ikbar. u minn dak l.3mmont għandu jitnaqqas _ 
(il i[""alur la' kull benefrttju li jinkiseb mill-proprjet' 

matul it4mien li fih dik i1-0f0Drjeto. kienet utala minn. jew 
kienet laħt il·kontroll la', l.Enlitl EkkkJjaSlika; 

(ii) l-ispita li Irid issir biu il·proprjct~ l ii; re't.wr;tta 
fi Slal lajjeb ta' liswija: 

11<Ia f ebda ht ma ~ndu dak il-kumflC:ns li jitħa1!as lil 
xi EntitA jtun inqas mi nn Lm1.000. 

(tl Id..dispoti72;Onijiel ta' dan I~rt itolu mil jolqtu.t iI·jeddi­
jiet u l-obbliJri lal-parti li tvcsti lin-Entil)' Ekklcsjulik. bil·jedd fi 
jew fuq il-proprjeta immobbli li ,ħalih. japplika l.all imsemmi ftJ.­
subanikolu (I) li' dan I·anikolu. li ;oħortu mi<klispot.i72;Onijiet li 
jinsa.bn fdak l-all hekk i1da li da ... k il-jeddijiel u obbligi għand­
hom. mal.bidu fiweħħ ta' dan I·AII, ikunu effettivi d3~ant mal­
Gvccrn bI·istess mod u sa l·iltm limitu kif kienu cfret1ivi ma' 
I·Entil. Ekklcsjastika minnufih qabt-l i!-bidu fi~ħħ 11' dan l-All : 

Itda ebda ħatJ fdan 1..ar1 iko!u ma a:ħandha liftiehem li teħkJ 
lil .li Entitk Ekkksjutih minn .li n:spoTlSl'lbbi1tt li Ikun daħlet fiha dik 
I·Entit' qabt-l il·bidu fi1«ħħ ta' dan I·AII. 

10, Il-Ministru ikollu wn~ħa li ja@.ħmel resolamentl kif jidhirlu 
xieraq ubie~ jitwettqu aħj ar kull wlħda mid-d ispotizzjonijiel u kull 
wieħed m i1l..għan iji el la' dan I,Att, u b la ħsan għ al1-teneralito. Ia' dak 
li nlqal qabt-l. dawk ;r,regolamenti jitlgħu b'mod parti kOlari j ippl"l:' 
$krivu: 



(a) il·mod li bih ~i prospett jew lagnr;' għandu jingħata u 
l-formali li għandhom jinlutaw n~&ħmil 13' dak i]·pr05pcn jew 
"-għoti ta' dak iHagnr;f; 

(b) tull ħa •• li gl\andha joe'" li tisla' l i.i preskrina ;e'" 
pro'-duta b'regolament; taħt dan I·AII. 
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11. B'rffcn mi!l.tlidu fi~nn la' dan I·AIl, j]·j«ld ta' kull Elllillt l'rnbIUjOOOL 
Ekklesjauika li takkwista bi prcskriujoni xi jedd fi jew fuq xi proprjetA 
immobb1i ;ew li I~pi~(i I·bend~ju lal.p~kriujoni d"'lIr proprjetA 
bħal dik Skond id-dispotiujonijict tat·TiHu XXV tat·Taqsima 11 tat· 
Tieni Klieb tal·Koditi Ċivili dwar il·preskriu)ooi, għandu jispiUa. 

SKEDA 
(Artikolu ~) 

KAP"t:l. lI U K.t"'iEJU:S PROPIUETA' TAL-GVERN 
Ubti għal St ... lul EkkIHjastjtl Regolari Mi tlub gbIl-1'u!)bliku 

MALTA 

II .Kon·Katidralta' San Ġwann. Vallcna 
Il·Knisja tal·Madonna la]·Pilar. Vallena 
II·Knisja la' Santa Barbara, VlI.!le1ta 
Il.Knisja tll.l.(:itw;ti. Va]]e11a 
Il·KnisJ8 tal ,Madonna tal.vitorja, VaHelta 
]].Knisjll. ta' Santa Katcrina ta' 1·lIalja. Val1e1ta 
Il·KniSJD ta' San Cakbu, Valle1ta 
Il· K ni~ja tll.l.Madonna ta' Lie!>Se, Vall e1ta 
II·Ka ppella ta' I·Annun~jata fi!.Fawwara , limiti tarSi~icwi 
IJ.Kappella las.Salib. ir-Rabal 
I!·Kappclla ta' J.l mmakula ta KUD~izzjODi ta' Wied Gcrtuma, 

ir·Rabal 
li-Kappella tal,Buske1t, 1·lmd ina 
Il·Knisja la' Sanl'Oswaldu, H mlarfa 
Il·Knisja ta' San Silve'lru. iJ· Mosta 
II·Knisja ta' Sarria, il·FurjaDa 
Il·Kappclla ta' San Kal~idonju , il·Furjana 
Il·Kappclla ta' Sant'Andrea, San Ciljan 
II·Kappella ta' San l'ictru. Baħar iUagħaq, il·Għa'għur 

GHAWDEX U KEMM UNA 

II·Kappclla ta' l·Annunzjata. limiti ta,·Rabat 
IJ·Kappclla ta' Kemmuna, Kemmuna 

Mghoddi mill·Kamra tad-Deputati fis-Seduta Nru, 114 tad·29 ta' Ġunju , 1983, 

C. M IFSUD 

Skr;"u" Ia/·Kamra lad.DepUla/; 

DAN1 ~L M tCALUf 

Speaker 
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(1..S.) 

Aa No. X of 1983 

A aATHA BAUAU 

P~idenl 

h t July. 1983 

AN A CT 10 moke pro~lsion (01' the "tSling ;/1 I~ GQt'e"'~1II of cer­
lain , iglm 0,"" Iml1KWoble properly IKqulreti by any Church or 
other PioI ... or Religious Irmilulion p"f'juam to Ihe law 01 presq'i". 
lion or under Q wndilion IQ use such properly fO/' U paf/;eu/a! 
purpose and to regu/ale ur/aln Pious Itguc:lts. PlouJ bur/hens. 
donMiam, foundal/OM or trus/s/or tire ctlebnJlion of M aMa. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President. by and with Ihe advice and 
COIlKDi of Ihe House of RepTe5entat;ves. in Ihis prescnt Parliament 
assembled. and by the 8uthQ.i!y of the same. as follows:-

Short ~(Ie ond I. (1) This Act may be ciled as the Devolution of Certain 
<uou ... __ l Chureh Property Act. 1983. 

Rip ........... 
immovable 
proPO"~ 

""lultod by"'1 
Fcclni'<lbl 
Ea.UIy by --... ..., In 
Go .. m ...... ' . 

Cop. lJ 

(2) This Act shall CO me inl0 force on such dale" the Minister 
responsible fO<" lands may by notice in the Gazette appoint and d ifferent 
dates may be 50 appointed for different provisions or for different 
purposes at this Act. 

2. (]) Any right in or over Bny immovab le properly vesled in 
Any Church or olher Pious or Religious Instilulion on Ihe day of the 
coming inlO force of Ihis Act. being a right acquired by 51.11:h Church or 
other Pious or Religious Institution. hereinafler referred to as " Eccle­
siastical Enlities". in pursuance of the provisions of T ine XXV of Pari 11 
of Bool.: Second of Ihe Civil Code relating to P~ription. or of any 
olher such law in force 8t the lime of luch acq uiSi tion before the pr0-
mUlgation of Ihat Code. shall. by virtue of Ihis Act. vest in Ihe Go,·em· 
mCTlt wilh effect from the coming into force of this Act: 

Pro~ided that this section shall not apply 10 any inlnlo..able 
properly destined for service as a church or chapel and 50 used on tbe 
date of the coming into for~ of Ihis Act: 

I'ro~ided further Ihat Ihis section shallllso be applicable .... here 
lhe ri,h! 50 acquired by the Ecclesiastical Entilies has been transferred 
to any person afler Ihe 16th day of J une. 1983; and for the purpolleS of 
this se<:tion such transfer shall be deemed nOI 10 have beeD made. 



(2) The prm;s;oo, of ,ub=:tioo (I) of thi~ =tion shall alse) 
apply 10 any residual righlofan y Ecclesiasticat Entity retained by such 
Ent ity on an y aliena lion. made before the coming inlo force of this Act . 
of ~ny prorcrty ~<"<Iuired by , u~h Enti ty in pursuance of the provisions 
of law mentioned in the .. id sub=:tion. 

(3) For the purposes of subseclion (2) of Ihis =tion. th" 
term "residual right" includes all the rights of the direc",,,, tlomi"",· 
or sub-dirocrum dominus in a cOIIlracl of ernphytcusi~ or ,u~mphy­
teusis. 

3. The immovable properl)' 10 which section 2 of this Act refers 
and/or any price. proceed, Or income deriv ing Iherefrom. shall be 
applied only to educational purposes. 

4. (I) Any person who immediately before the coming into 
operation of Ih is ACI was responsible fo r the adm inistra tion of any 
im movable property \0 which seclion 2 of this Act appt"res. or who. afler 
the coming imo o!'<'r~t ion of thi, Act. had the de lac/(> control over. 
OT administration of. , uch property, shall. within IwO months from the 
coming inlo force of Ihis Acl. deliver 10 the Commissioner of Land. on 
the form whiCh Ihe Minister responsible for lands. hereinafter referred 
to HS ·' the "·l in iSl"r". may by re~ulation, prescribe. a 51alement which 
shall conta in: 

(a) such description of the properly and uny Olhcr informa­
tion which tends to identify it. as m"y be prescribed. and 

(b) an indication of lhe period during which such property 
was so ~cqllired. 

(2) Anv person who wilfully or ne,'!'ligenlly fail. to deliver to 
the Commissionero f Land the ~tatemem referred to in subseclion (1l of 
lhis section within Ihe time Ik,ein mentioned , Or shall dcliv~r to bim a 
statement wh ich i. false in any malerial particular. shall be guilty of an 
offence againsl Ihis Act. "od upon conviction shall be liable to a fine 
(""'/Ia) not e~ceeding Lm5.000. and the Court may order the forfeiture 
of any sum which may be due according to Ihe )lTo"isions of this Act 
rn respe<;1 of the prorcrty 10 which the offence relates. 

S. (I) Any rcrson having [he administration of. or under his 
posoession or control. any of the immovable properly lisled in the 
Schedule to thi, Act. shan. within Iwo months from the dale of the 
Nnling Inlo force of th is Ac!. draw up and deliver (0 the Commisoioner 
of Land an inventory of a ll the furnilure. fi ~t ures and tin ings existing 
in Inc property on the dale of (he coming into force of this Act. 

(2) The fum;lure. fixtures and fil1ings exisling in the properlY 
listed in theSchedulc to Ihis Act on the da le of the coming imo fo"-,,, 0' 
this Act shall bepresumed tobe owned by the Governmenl _ 

m Any person who wilfully or negligently _ 
(a) fails to deliver 10 Ihe CommiSllioner of Land the inven­

lo ry ,elerroo 10 in SUbse<:lion (I) of this section wit hin the time 
lherein mentioned, or 

(b) gives a fa l~ description of any article or item included 
in ,u,h inventory. or 

(e) omits from such inventory any arlicle or ilcm which 
should havc been inc1 udoo thereio. 

shall be guilly of an offence Hgain.t lh is Act. and upon conviction Sha ll 
be liubl: 10 a fine (",,,/la) not c~ceeding lmS,OOO. 

A 95 

l><:$Iip,tio<I 01 
pr<>peny """od 
ip G<>""''''''PL 

lnform.tioo to 
be "pd.,"" to 
o,mmi"'op<r 
of L • • d, 

Furnitu", 
..u"in, ;" 
p.ropen1 o .. lIod 
~y (;O,."""""t 
I><fo", th< 
<omio, io'o 
/0"" of ,hi. 
A"_ 



A 96 

(4) In this $OI;lioll . the I:J[pression "furniture" includes pie. 
tures, statues, 0011«1;0115 of boob or other documenU, sacred vessels 
and "CSlment! and Iny article of precious metaL 

M ..... for lho 6. (I) Any disposition inler ~i>'QS or Cl]U$Q nlO"';" made after the 
re!lOOl of _la. coming inlo fon;:e of this Act whereby any rents. interesu or other civil 

fruits derivw from any movable or immovable pIOpc:rty are to be 
employed in the celebration of ma.sKS for the repose of souls (whether 
any other right in or o~r JIl(:h propo:rty is transferred or noO or whereby 
any burthen for any such pUrpo5C is imposed on such property or I)I1Ihe 
holden of, or on persons having In inlere:sl in. such property, and in 
which provision ;1 made whereby such disposition lhall be operative for 
a period of moll' than twenly.five years or wbereby the provisions Qf 
subscctiol1$ (2), (3) and (4) of this section shall not apply. shall be null 
to the extent Ihal such disposition is 10 be operative for any period in 
excess of IIVe.U y.five years or whereby the provisions of subsections (2). 
(3) and (4) of thi1 section ~rl: not 10 ~pply, as thl: c:aJI: may be. 

(2) Any person making a dispositioP for the purpo:scs 
referred to in subseclion ( I) of this section Or his lawful S'JCCeSS(Ir. shall, 
nOI later than six months after the lapse of ten years from tM coming 
into force of any s\J\:h disposition. be enlitled to elect by means of a note 
filed in the First Hall of the Civil Court: 

Ii) that such a disposition slull continIJC to be operative 
for a further period, which, togetber with the period already lapsed 
on the date of fWng of the note. shall DOl exceed Iwrnty.five}"ellnl; 

(ii) that such a disposition .ball not continue to be opent,\'!: 
and that any right in or over the p\ope.ty Or the right to receive 
the rents. interests or other civil fruits to which s\J\:h disposition 
applies . as the case may be. shall vest in him; or 

(iii) tbal such a disposition shall not continue to be 0lIe11l· 
live and tbat any right in or over the property or tM rithl to 
receive the rents, interests Or other civil fruits to which such d is­
position applies. as the case may be. sha ll vc:st in the <kM:m~nt 
and thereupon such property Or any price or proceeds deriving 
therefrom or any such rents. interestJ or othtt civil fruits, as the 
case may be . shall be applied by the Governmen t only to the 
purposes referred 10 in section 3 of this Act. 

(3) Where any ptllOn entitled to file a nnte liS is referred to 
in subsection (2) of this section faih. in Ihe period therein mentioned. so 
to file s\J\:h note. it shall be d~med that he ha! elected that tM provi. 
sions of paragraph (iii) of the »id sub$ection $hall apply. 

(4) Where there are 111'0 or more lawful succes.wn of the 
person wOO made a d isposition for the purpmes rderre<! to in subsection 
([) of this section. each such successor shall be entitled to make lhe note 
refened to in subseclion (2) of Ihis seclion in rela tion to Ihe share 10 
which he succeeds. 

(S) Thl: provisions of subsections (l) to (4) of this section 
shall apply. mU/DIu mutundlJ to any d isposition referred to in suI). 
section (I) of this section made bd~ the coming into f~ of th is Act: 
and where, on the coming into force of thi' Act, any luch di1posilion ha, 
been operative -

(a) for a period of more than len years but less than twenty, 
five years. the nOle rderred to in sub$eclion (2) of this J«tiOD shall 
be fi led DOt later Ihan ,h month1 after the coming inlO force of Ibis 
Ace; and 



(b) where the disposition has been operative for a period of 
more than twenty-five years. the note rderred to in $ubsmion (2) 
of Ihis section sh3U be moo not later than six months dler Ihe 
coming into force of Ihis Act. and shall indicate onlr whether the 
person making it elccts to have the right 10 rece"'1' the rents. 
interests or other civil fnlits vested in him or the Govemmen1. 

(6) Where. in accordance with the proVilioru of subsection (5) 
of this section any ""TSOn el e<;t~ for the option ;n parllgrnph (H) of su\:>. 
section (2) of this section. the compens.ation paid by Ihe Government 
under the provisions of paragmph If) of subiection (3) of seelion 8 of 
this Act rdating to the ces.sation or limitation of the disposilion in 
respect of which such option is exercised. shall he refunded 10 the 
Government by such p<"nan. 

7. Where any property or right over prop<"rty transferred to any 
Ecclesiastical Entity for the purposes referred to in suhsect;on (I) of 
seetion 6 of this Act whether before or after the rom;ng into fon:e of 
Ihis Act. has been transferred wh~ther before Or after the coming into 
force of thi. Act by such Ecclesiastical Entity. the rillha of the penonJ 
merred to in that section shall be erercis:.ble in relation to the price 
or proceeds of the I",rufer by such Ecclesiastical EntilY andlor in rela­
tion to tile interests or other civil fruits deriving from the price or pro­
eee<b of such trarufer. 

8. (1) Any pcnan claiming to have a righl 10 ~ive compensa· 
tioo on the gt'Onmithat he had pDSseMion of or an inlerest in or I ri~hl 
over. any pl'O!)erty to which Ihe prov~ions of sections 2. 6 Ind 7 of this 
ACI apply. and Ihat sucb proDef'!Y. inlerest or right ha, been t'OIIlllUbori ly 
taken p~ion of Or acquired under the promions of Ih is ACI. DlIy 
institute ~inl!ll before the Fillit Halt of the Civil Court for the 
pU~ of detennillillg h~ interest in or righl over the Pl'O!)erty and the 
amount of any romO<:!l!Slllion to whicb he may. in aC01lrdanec with lhe 
provisirm, of Ibi! Act. be entilled and for tile !)IITpOSe of oblaininll pay­
menr of t1131 comoensation: Ind any determination on any such pI'OC)eIed_ 
in~ sluli be subiect to IInneal to the Coort of Aooeal in accordance 
with Ihe provisiom of the Cod~ of Organintion and Civil Procedure. 

(21 For the pUrposes of the determioalion of lhe oompeRSltion 
(if any) payable under this ".,ction in resoect of ",ope. IV. interest 01' right 
affected hy the provisioM of 5eCIiOil! 2. 6 and 7 of Ih;" Act. thilt case 
shall be tre3!ed as. !flCcial case in which J>arliament deems iIIOOlOO' ilte. 
in the national inlerest. to establish Ihe criteria 10 be follo\\-nI. including 
the factors and other circumstalK'C'l 10 be taken into l«'OIInl. for that 

,"-
(3) The crileria 10 be followed. including the factors and 

other circum"an~ 10 be taken into account in the determinalion of any 
compensation that may be ooyable in coosequctltt of the provi,io.., of 
this section and 01 sectiorut 2. 6 and 7 of this Act. &hall be the followinJ: 

(a) the functioo of any Church i, euentially a 'Di ritual one 
and as such ~ totally alien and unrelated 10 any ma terial or venll 

"'''''"'' (b) the use 10 which the property or riShtJ can he put by the 
Govemmn.1 in pursuance of jtJ obligalion! ari,ing OUI of the pr0-
visions of Ihi! Act i! restricted. io lhe national interest. to the (ur­
therance of free education for . 11 : 

(c) lhe application of $Cction 2 of this Act is restricted to 
rights and inteft!;IS acquired by prt:SCription: and Ilthough 'uch 
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mode of 3"<1u;,;1;00 is re<:ogn;zed b)' Ihe law even in Cases where 
good faith is absent. yet it should never be a mode whereby an y 
Ecclesiastical Entity should ac~uire n right, because such mooe of 
acqui ~ iti on runS counter to the teachings and principles embraced 
by such Entity that a right should nev~r b~ acquired from the 
pe'jon entitled to il without his con.lent; 

(dt lakin~ into l<;counl the facI that the mode of acq uisition 
by prescript ion ve'ling any ECClesiastical Entity with the fK>S'essio n 
of. interest in Or righ t over, the property affected by thIs Act did 
not "e.;;essarily imply the givins of any consideration by any such 
Entity and that no compensation was payable to the person 
deprived of such properly or right by reaSOn only tha t the same wn, 
SO acquired by the said Entity. the comrensation payable shall in 
no case e'ceed Ihe value in money of the consicler~tion e;iveo by the 
Ecclesiastical Entity 0, the nllle 01 \h ~ ;:>wperty 0, "ghl current 
a t the time of the ~"qui,itjon. whichever i, the greater. from wh ich 
val ue shall be deducted: 

(il the value of any benefit derived from the prorerty 
or right during the time in which such prop?rty or right waS 
vested in the Ecclesiastical Entity; 

(ii) the c ~pense \0 be incurroo in the r~storation of the 
property to a proper state of repair: 

Prov ided that the amount of any compensaTion in relaTion to 
any improvements effected in the property by the ECdesiastical 
Entity ~ha !l be dumed to have bun set off by the value of the 
enjoymen t of such improve ment by lhe said Entit y during any time 
befo re the coming into fo rce of this Act: 

(e) the monies derived from the property affected by sections 
6 "nd 7 of th is Act were deslined (0 be emplo)'ed by the &:c\esiast i­
ca I En I ;Iie.'! for the benefit of ot~c,s, and therefore suc~ Entiti.::! have 
not ~uflered aoy loss because of those provisions of thil Act which 
divest them of the D05SCssion of such monie.'!: ~n d T~e Govemment 
stands to make nO financial gain from the changes which this Ac l 
brings about in the authorities or persons responsihle for the appli­
cation of such monie-s and in the purp(lSCs to which suc~ monies 
are applied: 

(f) lor the =sation or tin'itat ion of any d isposition to ",hich 
sections 6 and 7 of this ACI refer, any compensation payable shall be 
cQu ivaknt to the amouot of one-twelfth part or the annu~1 rent. 
intere:;!. other ~i\'il fruits or any other ,u rn .mployed ;n the celeb ... ,, · 
liDO 01 Mas"CS immediatel), hefore Ihe commg into force of Ihis 
Act: 

f>fO\'id ed Ihat if the tOlal of the amounts P'lyable in acwrdanee 
wilh the provisions of th is subsection for alllhe proi>'!rty, rights or intc· 
restS affected by the provis ions of sections 2. 6 and 7 of thi, Act is less 
than l mSO.OOO, there shall be payable the sum of Lm50.000. 

(4) If, before Ihe lapse of three months from the coming iato 
fo'ce of Ihis Act. no per:o;on as is mentioned in subsection (I) of this 
sl'Cl ion shall have introduud before Ihe First Hall ~I the Civi] Court an 
a~ticn for" ,lec1amt~)n that the ~Um pavable for all the property. righl' 
Or int~..,srs nffcctro by the provisions of sec1ions 2. 6 and 7 of tl'is Act 
in accordance: wilh subsetl;on (3) of this se<1ion should. 3CCo.-din,o; 10 
lhe ~r;teria. f~Clo", and circumstance.< Iherein mentioned be established 
~I an amoulll greater than Lm50.000, and for The deTrmtination of such 



aox>UIlI by the Court, the ,um of LmSO,OOO sb~ 1I be dcemcJ 10 be the 
sum I"'yablc in accon!Huce with the provi,iollS of the snid subsect iou: 

Provided Ihat no action undcr Ihi, sahS"c!ion shall be admi ... 
sible unless, logelher wit h the writ there ,hall be filed in Court all the 
documents in suppon of thc demand,. 

(S) T he loml amo unt established in accordance wit h the pro­
vision. of subsec tions (3) and (4) of Ih is section shall be deposited in a 
Uan ~ in Maaa to the credi t of Ihe Melropoli tan Archbishop of Maila 
on behalf of any Ecc!esiast ica; Enti(y or person, of whale ver creed or 
denomination . enl itled ~coording (0 this ,.,;ction and sections 2. 6 and 7 
01 this Act to a ,harc of the nmOllnt '" deposited. 

Such deposit shall be made within two weeks from the 
lapse of Ilt e time iodicated in ,ub'<x tion (4) of th is section or from the 
date when the judgment in the acti"n therein mentioned shall have 
become fina l. as the case may be: and such amoant shall thereafter be 
distribut .. ..:! among Ihe "Mious perwns whoS" ri ghts have bCl<':D affected 
by the provisions of sections 2. I> and 7 of this Act in proportion to thei r 
inlerest. Such distrihution shall be made in accordance with 'uch direc· 
lions as the Metropol itan Archbishop of Malta may give: 

Provid~d th"t if n" such directiolls arc given by the Mctropo­
l it~n Archh:shop of Malta within three mOl1tli s from the date of the 
deposit mentioned in thi~ ,""tion. or if, with in three month, from the 
dUlC of such d Lreclion, . agreement is not reached by a ll the persons 
enl itled under this Act to a sha re of the amount so deposit ed as to rhJ 
manner of distribution or the amOUnt payable to each in acoord,,"ce 
with such directions, the mllnner of distribution ~nd Ihe amoun t p"y, 
ahle to each ~\lch person shall be determined by the First Ha ll of Ihe 
Civil Cour1. 

9. (I~ Wiln effect from the comin~ into force of this Act whe re. 
m any instrument it1lrr vi"OJ' "hereby any right in nr over any immo,', 
able property i. vested in any Ec~l~sia.tical Ent i1y aDd in sucb instru· 
ment a condition is imposed whereby the property is to be used for a 
purpose or in a n"nne r cxpresso:d Or im['lied in lhe inst rument, and, On 
the 17th day of June. 198.1. the property is not . for any relWo whatso­
ever. used for the purpose Or in the manner as is provided in such inslru· 
mem, then. by virtue of this Act ,>nd with effect from its coming. ioto 
force, the , igllt in 0' over the prorerty vested in the Ecclesi~stical Enlily 
by virtue of lhe said instrument shall ve>t in the Government and ther~ 
upon any right of the Ecclesia,tical Enlity in or over such prorerty shaU 
cease. 

(2) Nothing conta ined in subsedion ( I) of this seclion shall 
be deemed 10 I.·onfer on the Eccbsia,t ;c" l Entity any right agaimt the 
Government which ,uch Entity would not bave had under the instru· 
ment referred to in that sub~ection as"il'st the party vesting the right in 
or over the immovable propert), in such Entity. had such party. because 
of the facl that the EcclesiastIcal Entity had nol ahided by the cond ition 
mentioned in the said instrument. exerei>ed its right to claim Ih e dissolu. 
tion of the r i~hts and oblipt ions to which the imtrument refers and the 
reversion of the property to wh ich su('h instrument a[,plie.'. 

(3) If the Ecclesiastical Entity claims to ha ve a right to 
receive comrensation from the Government On the grouod Ihat it had 
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~~on of o~ inter~t in or a right over. any property to wllich Ihe 
provIsions of Ih, s seeMn apply. and th at such properly, intel'est or right 
h,as been ~mpulsory taken possession of or acquired under the provi­
SIOns of IhlS seehOn, such Ecclesiastica] Enti ty muy institute proceedings 
~?rc the ~ir:;t ,,!aH of the Civil Coun for the purposes of dClennining 
lIS mteresl In or nght over the property and the amount of any coml?CD' 
salion ,10 which it may, in accordance with the provisions of this socnon, 
be enhtled and for the purpose of ohtaining payment of that rompens.a­
lion; and anr detcnnination on any such proceedings sha ll be subjeo::t 10 
appeal 10 the Court of Appeal in aC(:ordance wilh the provisions of tbe 
Code of Organization and Civil PrO«dure. 

(4) For the purposes of the determination of the compensa­
tiOD (if any) payable under this sectiOD in respect of properly, interest or 
right affected by the provisioDS thereof, this case shall be trealed as a 
special case in which Parliament deems it appropriate, in the natioDal 
interest, to establish the criteria to be followed. including the faelors and 
olher circumstances to be taken into account. for that purpose. 

(S) The criteria to be followed. including the factors and other 
circumstances to be taken into account in the determination of any 
compensation that may be payable in conseqll:'nce of the provisions of 
thi s section. shall be the following: 

(a) on the coming into fom: of th is Act the &c1esia5ti<.:a1 
Entity was not using Ihe property affe<1ed by the provisions of this 
section for the purp<»C or in the manner expressed or implied in the 
instrument vesting such Enti ty witt. its right in or O\"Cr !Ouch 
property; 

(b) the amoum of compeM3tion shall in 00 case exceed: 
(i) Ibe amount .. hich such &clesialitical Entity would 

have been anowed under the provisions of any law by way of 
damages or otherwise had 11 di3liOlution of ~ rights aod 
obligations to which Ihe i .. m ument \'csting the Enlity .. ith the 
right refers and the re\'ernon of Ihe properly taken place in 
consequence of an awon for luch d~lulion taken by the 
parly tmposing the condition regarding Ihe U5C of the property 
forming Ihe object of sucb rights or obligations in sucb 
instrument; or 

(ii) (where the properly affected by this ieC\ion is a 
build ins), the amount of ono:.t..-elftb part of !be annual rental 
\'al ue of the properly lhe ri&ht in or ova whicb was \'CSted 
in tbe &clesiutical Entity befon: the coming into fon;e of 
this Act eSllIblishcd aoxording 10 the criteria specified in the 
Renl Restriction (o.."Clling Houses) Ordinance , 1944 for an 
"old house" as d~fined in that Ordinance, 

whichever is the arealer. and from such amount there shall be de· 
ducted _ 

(il the value of any benefit derived from the properly 
during tile tilllC in which s...eb property wu IISCd by, Or wa! 
under Ihe control of, the &clesiastictll Entity; 

(ii) the expense 10 be incurred in the restoration of the 
property to a proper $IDte of repair: 

Pro\'ided that in no ClIk sha ll such compen$3tion payable to 
a llY Elltily be 1e5S than Lml ,OOO; 



(c) TIte provi~ions of tb is $eCtion ~ha.11 not .neet thl: .i&hts 
and obligations of the parly vesling the Ecdesialtical Entity with 
the right in o. over tbe .mmo.'able property to which the ;Il$trument 
referred to in subsection 0) of th,s 5eetion applies. lrisinl out of 
the provisioru rontaincd in such instrulnC'nt :IO~ver tba t such 
rights and obligJlions shall, on the comiD$ into for« of this Act. 
be operalive wilh respect 10 lite Government in the ... me mlnMr 
Bnd to the same utcnt a$ they were operative wilh respect 10 the 
Ecclesiastkal Entity immediately before thc comin& into force of 
this Act: 

I'rovided Ihat nOlhing in Ihis 5e(:tion shall be construed as 
f'eeing any EcClesiastical Entity from any Iiabi lily incurred by slIeh 
Entity before the roming into force of this Act. 
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10. The Ministe. Shall hJve power 10 make regulltionllu he thinkl 
fit for the better carrying oul of any of Ihe proviJ.ions and purpo6eS of 
Ihis ACI, and withoul prejudice to the genera lily of the foregoinl, soch 
regu lations may in parlicula. prescribe: 

-­Mlaiokt 1(1 _ 

(a) Ihe manner in which ~ny relum or informatioo shlll be 
giycn and the fonnJ 10 be used in making such relu rn or Ihe giving 
of such infonnBlion: 

(b) Dny matter which is 10 be or may be prescrilKd 01" pr0-
vided for by regulalions under Ihis Ac\. 

11 , With effect from the romioi iOlo force of Ihis Act, tile righl 
of .ny Ecclesiastical Enti ty to acquire by prescription Iny righl in (IT 

o~r Jny immovable property or 10 plead the benefil of limitalion in 
respect of such properly in accordance wilh Ihe provisioru of Title XXV 
of Pa.t tr of Ilook Second of the Civil Code .elatio& 10 prescription , 
shall cease. 

SCHEDULE 

(Secl ion 51 

, ....... , 

COVERNMENT OWNED CHAPELS AND C!lURCHES 
Usrd for rf~ular EccJ"iaSlital serviers open to the puhlk 

MALTA 

SI John'l Co-Cathedral, Vallena 
Our Lady of Pilar Church, VoUelta 
Saint Barbara Otun::h, ValleUa 
JesuitS Chun:h, V.licUa 
Our Lady of Victories OIureh, V.lIeua 
Se Oothcrin.e of Ilaly Church, Vallells 
St James Church, Vallc:tta 
Our Lady of Liesse Church, Vallena 
OIapel of the Annunciation 81 f awwara, limil~ of Si~iewi 
Chapel of Tu-Salib, Raba t 
OIapel of Ihe Immaculate Conceplion al Wied Oer1:uma, Rabat 
Buskell OIapeJ, Mdina 
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SI Oswald Church. Mlnrl;! 
Snint Silvester Church. Mosl" 
Sarria Church. FIOtjanM 
Chapcl 01 SI Calcl"ilonius. Flori. nu 
Chapel ()f SI Andre"'S. SI Ju\j3n! 
Chapel of St I"~[et. Ilahar itOghaq. Gharghur. 

GOZO ANO (."OMINO 

Chapel of the Annunciation. limit' of Victoria 
Comino Chapcl. COnlino. 

Pass.ed by the Hoo", of Rep~ntati,-a al Sinin, No. ] 14 of lhe: 29th June. 1~83. 

C. M IFSUD 

CI",k to rM Houst! of R~pt't.w"'tJliw)f 
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