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~upplimcnt tal-Gazzetta tal-Gvern ta' Malta, Nru. 13,418, 14 ta' Ottubru, 1977 
Taqsima C 

Nru. 45 
14. 10. 77 

MALTA 

KAMRA TAD-DEPUTATI 

ABBOZZ ta' Ligi mressaq mill-Ono­
revoli Joseph Cassar, M.P., Ministru 
tal-Custizzja, Artijiet, Djar u Affarijiet 
tal-Parlament, u moqri ghall-Ewwel 
darba fis-Seduta tat-3 ta' Ottubru, 1977. 

A TT biex ikompli jemenda l·Kodici ta' 
Organizzazzjoni u Procedura C:ivili 
(Kap. 15). 

C. MIFSUD 

Skriwm tal- Kamra tad-Deputati 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

A BILL introduced by the H onour­
able Joseph Cassar, M.P., Minister of 
Justice, Lands, Housing and Parliamen­
tary Affairs, and read the First time at 
the Sitting of the 3rd October, 1977. 

AN ACT further to amend, the Code 
of Organization and Civil Procedure, 
Cap. 15. 

C. MIFSUD 

Clerk to the Housr? of Representatives 
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Tito1u 
f11-qosor. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artiko1u 10 
tal-ligi 
principa1i. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artiko1u I R 
ta1-1igi 
principali. 

ABBOZZ T A' LIGI 

msejjall 

ATT biex ikompli jemenda l-Kodici ta' Organizzazzjoni u Procedura 
Civili, Kap. 15. 

IL-PRESIDENT, bil-parir u 1-kunsens tai-Kamra tad-Deputati, 
imlaqqgna f'dan ii-Parlament, u bl -awtorita ta' 1-istess, nareg b'ligi 
dan li gej:-

1. Dan 1-Att jista' jissejjan 1-Att ta' 1-1977 li jemenda 1-KodiC:i 
ta' Organizzazzjoni u Procedura C:ivili (Emenda Nru. 2), u gbandu 
jinqara u jiftiehem li.aga wanda mai-Kodici ta' Organizzazzjoni u 
Procedura Civili, hawnhekk izjed 'il quddiem imsejna "il-ligi prin­
cipali". 

2. L-artikolu 10 tal-ligi prineipali gnandu jigi cmendat kif gej: 
(a) id-disposizzjoni prezenti gnandha tigi numerata mill­

gdid bli.ala s-subartikolu (l) tiegli.u; u 
(b) minnufih wara s-subartikolu (1) tiegli.u gli.andu jizdied 

is-subartikolu gdid li gej: 

"(2) Meta xi kumnikazzjoni kif imsemmi ja fil-forma 
tal-gurament li hemm fis-subartikolu (1) ta' dan 1-artikolu 
tkun tikkonsisti f'ittra anonima jew f'ittra li min kitibba 
rna jkunx jista' jigi maghruf malajr, jew meta xi kumnikaz­
zjoni bnal dik ikun fih a xi kliem ingurjuz jew offensiv, 
1-Imli.allef li rcieva 1-kumnikazzjoni rna jkollux gnalfejn 
jaqra l~kumnikazzjoni fil-qorti bil-miftuli. izda jista' minflok 
igli.id fii-Qorti bil-miftuli. il-fatt 1i jkun irceviha u gnandu 
f'kull kaz igli.arraf il-kontenut tagli.ha liii-P.resident tar-Re­
pubblika.". 

3. L-art1kolu 18 tal-ligi prinCipali gtiandu jigi emendat kif gej: 
(a) id-disposizzjoni prezenti gnandha tigi numerata mill­

gdid bnala s-subartikolu (1) tiegnu, u 

(b) minnufih wara s-subartikolu (1) tiegli.u gnandu jizdied 
is-subartikolu gdid li gej: 



"(2) Meta xi kumnikazzjoni kif imsemmija til-forma 
tal-gurament li hemm fis-subartikolu (1) ta' dan 1-artikolu 
tkun tikkonsisti f'ittra anonima jew f'ittra li min kitibha 
rna jkunx jista' jigi magfiruf malajr, jew meta xi kumnikaz­
zjoni bnal dik ikun fiha xi kliem ingurjuz jew offensiv, ii­
Magistrat li rcieva 1-kumnikazzjoni rna jkollux glialfejn 
jaqra I~kumn ikazzjon i fil-qorti bil~miftuli izda jista' min­
flok ignid fi l-qorti bil-<miftuli i'l-fatt 1i jkun irceviha u gtian­
du f'kull kaz ignarraf il-kontenut tagliha Jill-President tar­
Repubblika.". 
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4. Fit-test ingliz tas-subartitkolu (2) ta' 1-Cl!rtikabu 65 tal~ligi Emcnda ta' 
principaH, minflok il-kh~m "in this Act" gnandhom jidMu 1--kl'iem l-ar:ikolu 65 

tai-Jig'•i 
"in tlhis Code". prini:ipali. 

' 
t 5. Fit-test Malti tas-sub-paragrafu (iv) tal-paragrafu (c) tas- Emcnda ta' 

subartikolu (3) ta' 1-artikolu 77 tal-ligi prinCipali, minflok il-kelm(\. ~~~:!;iolu 77 

"emigrazzjoni" gnandha tidliol il-kelma "immigrazzjoni". prini:ipali. 

6. L-artikolu 989 tal-Jigi prindpali gnandu jigi emendat kif gej: 

(a) minflok il-kliem "bl-ammenda" li hemm fil-paragrafu 
(d) tiegfiu gliandhom jidnlu 1-kliem "b'ammenda jew multa", u 

(b) minnufih wara 1-paragrafu (d) tiegtiu gtiandu jizdied il­
paragrafu gdid li gej: 

"(e) b'detenzjoni skond il-Kodici Kriminali (Kapitlu 
12).". 

7. Fl-art1kolu 992 taJ-ligi 'PrinCipali minflok i•l-kliem "ft-artikolu 
990" gnandhom jidnlu 1-kliem "ft-artikolu 990 jew 993". 

Emenda ta' 
1-artiJ..olu 9X9 
tal-ligi 
prini:ipali. 

Em::nda ta• 
l-anikolu 992 
tai-Jigi 
principali. 

8. Minftok 1-artikolu 993 tal-ligi principali gliandu jidnol dan sos:itu.ajoni ta' 
li gej: 1-artikolu 993 

"993. (1) Hadd rna jista' juza, f'ebda skrittura jew waqt is­
smiegn tal-kawza kliem ingurjuz jew offensiv illi rna jkunx meli­
tieg fil-kawza jew Ii jipproduci mingliajr il-permess bil-quddiem 
tal-Qorti xi dokument Ii jkun fih xi kliem blial dak; u 1-Qorti 
tista', fid-diskrezzjoni tagliha, tikkundanna lill-liati gnall-piena 
~ac-Canfir, jew ta' ammenda jew multa jew ta' detenzjoni skond 
1!-Kodici Kriminali (Kapitlu 12); il-Qorti tista' wkoll, sew ex 
officio jew fuq taiba tal-parti offiza, tordna 1i kull kliem blial dak 
jitnassar mill-iskritturi jew mid-dokument, skond il-kai. 

(2) 11-Qorti tista' wkoll, minftok li tordna t-ttiassir 
ta' 1-imsemmi kliem, tordna Ii 1-iskrittura kollha jew id-doku­
ment kollu II jkun fih xi kliem bfial dak jigi sfiliat mill-process 
u, .~:kaz bnal dan, 1_-i~krittura jew id-dokument jitqiesu, gnall­
fiOJJlet kollha, bnallikJeku qatt rna gew ipprei.entati.". 

tal-ligi 
principari. 

. 9. FI-artikolu 1000 tal-1igi principaH, minflok il~kliem "favur Emcnda ta' 

ll-Kuruna" gl'iandhom jidlilu 1-kliem "favur il-Gvern ta' Malta". 1-ar•it-olu 1000 
tal-Jigi 
principali. 
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Emend a 
ta' l:igi 
6-Jskeda. 

10. II-1igi rnurija fi-ewwel kolonna ta' 1-Iskeda 1i tinsab rna' dan 
1-Att gnandu jkollha effett skond 1-ernenda rnurija fit-tieni ko1onna 
ta' dik 1-Iskeda. 

L-Ewwel Kolonna 
Ligi 

Att ta' 1-1974 dwar 
1-Istarnpa 
(Att Nru. XL ta' 
1-1974) 

SKEDA 

It-Tieni Kolonna 
Safejn tigi emendata 

Minftok il-proviso gliall-paragrafu (e) ta' 1-artikolu 33 
gliandu jidnol dan li gej: 

"Izda rna jkunux jistgnu jigu pubb1ikati -
(a) xi naga li, b1-artikolu 993 tal-Kodici ta' 

Organizzazzjoni u Procedura Civi li (Kapitlru 15), 
hi projbita li tigi wzata jew prodotta, jew 

(b) xi rapport ta1-procedirnenti f'xi kaz ta' 
rnalafarna, li fiha 1-prova ta1-verita tal-fatti attri­
bwiti rna tkunx tista' ssir bil-ligi.". 

Glianijiet u Ragunijiet 

L-Glian ewlieni ta' dan 1-Abbozz huwa li jernenda 1-KodiCi ta' Organizzazzjoni 
u Procedura Civili sabiex jipprovdi pieni ognla u disposizzjonijiet iktar iebsa dwar 
disprezz tal-qorti. F'dan ir-rigward, 1-Abbozz qed jernenda wkoll 1-Att ta' 1-1974 
dwar 1-Istarnpa. 

L-Abbozz fih ukoll ernenda gnall-irnsemrni Kodici sabiex Irnnallfin u Magistrati 
;kunu jistgliu rna jaqrawx f'qorti biU-rniftuh il"kontenut ta' xi kurnnikazzjoni 
ricevu ta rn innhorn u li jkun fih k1iern ingurjuz u offensiv. 

Fl-annarnett 1-Abbozz fih ukoll xi ernendi zgnar onra gnall-irnsernrni Kodici. 



A BILL 

entitled 

AN ACT further to amend the Code of Organi::;ation and Civil Pro­
cedure, Cap. 15. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the House of Representatives, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the sa:nc, as follows:-

]. This Act may be cited as the Code of Organization and Civil 
Procedure (Amendment) (No. 2) Act, 1977, and shall be read and 
construed as one with the Code of Organization and Civil Procedure, 
hereinafter referred to as "the principal law". 

2. Section 10 of the principal law shall be amended as follows: 
(a) the present provision shall be renumbered as subsec­

tion (1 ) thereof; and 
(b) immediately after subsection (l) thereof there shall be 

added the following new subsection: 

"(2) Where any communication as is referred to in 
the form of oath contained in subsection (l) of this section 
consists in an anonymous letter or in a letter the writer 
whereof cannot be readily identified, or where any such 
communication contains insulting or offensi\'e expressions, 
the Judge who receiYed the communication need not read 
out the communication in open court but may instead dis­
close in open court the fact of such receipt and shall in any 
case make the contents thereof known to t~e President of 
the Republic.". 

3. Section 18 of the principal law shall be amended as follows: 
(a) the present provision shall be renumbered as subsec­

tion (]) thereof, and 

(b) immediately after subsection (1) thereof there shall be 
added the followin~ new subsection: 

Short utle 

Amendment 
of section 10 
of the 
principal 
law. 

Amendment 
of section IS 
of the 
principal 
1:1\\. 
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Amendment 
of sec1ion 65 
of the 
principal 
law. 

'\mendment 
of section 77 
of the 
principal 
law. 

Amendment 
of ~ection 9t:9 
of the 
prmcipal 
la1.1.. 

Ameodme'lt 
of section 992 
of the 
princip.1l 
law. 

Substitution 
of section 993 
of the 
prmdpal 
law. 

Amendment 
of section 1000 
of the 
principal 
law. 

"(2) Where any communication as is referred to in 
the form of oath contained in subsection (1) of this section 
consists in an anonynmous letter or in a letter the writer 
whereof cannot be readily identified, or where any such 
communication contains insulting or offensive expressions, 
the Magistrate who received the communication need not 
read out the communication in open court but may instead 
disclose in open court the fact of such receipt and shall in 
any case make the contents the1reof known to the President 
of the Republic.". 

4. In tihe English text of subsection (2) of section 65 of the 
principa·l law, for the words "in this Act" there shaH be subst·irtuted 
the WO'fds "in this Code". 

5. In the Maltese text of sub-paragraph (iv) of paragraph (c) of 
subsection 3 of section 77 of the principal law, for the word "emi­
grazzjoni" there shall be substituted the word "immigrazzjoni". 

6. Section 989 of the principal law shall be amended as follows: 
(a) for the words "with a fine (ammenda)" in paragraph 

{d) thereof there shall be substituted the words "with a fine 
(ammenda or nwlta)". and 

{b) immediately after paragraph (d) thereof there shall be 
added the following new paragraph: 

"(e) with detention in terms of the Criminal Code 
(Chapter 12).". 

7. In section 992 of the principal Jaw, for the words "in section 
990" there shall be substituted the words "in section 990 or 993". 

8. For section 993 of the principal law there sha~1l be sub­
stituted the following: 

"993. {1) It is forbidden to use in any written pleading 
o.r during the hearing insulting or offensive expressions which 
are not necessary for the cause or to produce without the pre­
vious permission of the Court any docUJtnent containing any 
such expression; and it shall be lawful for the Court, in its dis­
cretion, to sentence the offender to reprimand or to a fine 
(ammenda or multa) or to detntion in terms of the Criminal 
Code (Chapter 12); it sha!·l also be lawful for the Court, either 
of its own motion or upon the demand of the aggrieved party, 
to cause any such expression to be struck out from the written 
pleading o,r document, as the case may be. 

(2) The Court may also, instead of causing the 
striking out of the said expressions, order that the whole writ­
ten pleading or document containing any such expression be 
expunged from the record of proceedings and, in such case the 
pleading or document shall for all purposes be deemed n'ever 
to have been filed.". 

9. In section 1000 of the pnncipal law, for the words "to the 
Crown" there shall be substituted the words "to the Government of 
Malta", 
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10. The enactment set out in the first column of the Schedule Amendment 

to this Act shall have effect subject to the amendment set out in ?f ~n~c~mtnt 
the second column of that Schedule. 111 

c e u e. 

First Column 
Enactment 

Press Act, 1974 
(Act No. XL of 
1974) 

SCHEUULE 

------ ---------------------------------Second Column 
Extent of amendment 

For the proviso to paragraph (e) of section 33 there 
shall be substituted the following: 

''Provided that it shrull not be lawful to publish­
(a) anything which, by section 993 of the 

Code of Organization and Ci"il Procedure (Chap­
ter 15), is forbidden to be used or produced, or 

(b) any report of the proceedings in any 
case of defamation, in whioh evidence of the 
truth of the matters charged is not allowed by 
Jaw.". 

Objects and Reasons 

The main Object of this Bill is to amend the Code of Organization and Civil 
Procedure so as to provide heavier punishments and stricter provisions in connec­
tion with contempt of court. ln this connection, the Bill seeks to amend also the 
Press Act, 1974. 

The Bill contains also an amendment to the said Code so as to enable Judges 
and Magistrates not to disclose in open court the contents of any communication 
received by them and which contains insulting or offensive expressions. 

Finally, the Bill contains some other minor amendments to the said Code . 
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