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ABBOZZ TA' LIGI 

msejjal1 

ATT biex jipprovdi dwar Suppliment g1iall-Pjan ta' Zvilupp g1iall­
perijodu 1973-80. 

IL-PRESIDENT, bil-parir u 1-kunsens tal-Kamra tad-Deputati, 
irnlaqqgna f'dan il-Parlament, u bl-awtorita ta' 1-istess, nareg b'ligi 
dan li gej :-

Titolu fi l-qosor. 1. Dan 1-Att jista' jissejjan 1-Att ta' 1-1978 dwar Suppliment 
gliali-Pjan ta' Zvilupp. 

Suppl1ment 2. Minkejja d-disposizzjonijiet ta' 1-artiko1u 2 ta' 1-Att ta' 
ghali-Pjan. l-1976 dwar Pjan ta' Zvilupp, is-Suppliment gliall-Pjan ta' Zvilupp 

glial Malta 1973-80 1i hemm fi.-Iskeda li tinsab rna' dan 1-Att gliandu 
jservi ta' bazi gliall-programmi ta' investiment u bhala strument 
gliat-tmexxija tat-tkabbir ta' 1-ekonomija u tal-progress socjali ghall­
perijodu li jispicca fil-31 ta' Marzu, 1980. 

(Artikolu 2) 
SKEDA 

PJAN TA' ZVILUPP GHAL MALTA 1973-80 

SUPPLIMENT 

DAM LA 

L-ippjanar hu process kontinwu l-iZjed (i gzira zghira blial Malta li ghadlza tiZL•i­
viluppa l-ekonomija tag1iha u li tintlaqat mill-qrib b'kulma jigri fil-qasam ekonomiku 
internazzjonali. 

Ga sar 1iafna progress fl-implimentazzjoni ta' diversi progetti u programmi skond 
l-istrategija mfassla fil-Pjan ta' Zvilupp 1973-80. Madankollu f'dal-ah1iar 
snin l-izvilupp ekonomiku infirex f'oqsma o1ira li qed insibu waqt li 1-pajjiz qed jizvi­
luppa b'pass mg1iaggel biex isir centru ewlieni fil-Mediterran. Diversi Ministeri u 



c 215 

organizzazzjonijiet ohra li gtzandlzom x'jaqsmu ma' 1-i?.t•ilupp ga q_~esu do~-opportu.ni­
tajiet godda ghax gnarfu sew il-kontribuz:joni siewja li cimcn Jlstgnu 7agntu bzex 
jintlahqu l-gtwnijiet gene; ali nazzjonali. 

F'dan 1-istadju, il-pubblikaz:joni ta' dan is-Suppliment tal-Pjan ghandu iservi 
bttala bazi siewja ta' diskussjoni gnal dan·k is-sez:joniji~ t lal-komnwnita Maltija li 
iinteressaw ruhhom mill-qrib fl-i-:.vilupp ekonomiku tal-pajji::. Fid-ctawl ta' kif il-pub­
bliku jilqa' dan id-dokument, dan is-Suppliment jitressaq ghad-iiskussjoni fil-Parla­
ment qabel ma jigi approvat; b'hekk in-nazzjon jaghraf aktar mill-qrib it-toroq godda 
li gnandna quddiemna u li flirnkien ma' 1-oqsma tradizzjonali gnandlwm jagntu spin­
ft. qawwija lill-izvilupp ekonomiku tal-pajjii. 

I - INTRODUZZJONI 

Malta issa waslet bejn wiehed u ie!1or fin-nofs tai-Pjan ta' Zvilupp 1973-80. Dan 
huwa forsi 1-ahjar :imien biex wiened jaghti harsa lura u jqis il-progress li sar s'issa 
ft.-isfond ta' :iviluppi domestiCi u trl' am~jent internazzjonali li qiegned dejjem 
jinbrdel. Dan 1-istudju gnandu jaghti wko:'l 1-opporlunita' li ndann:u ft-istrategija 
generali nazzjonali dawk 1-esperjenzi u idejat godda li l-pajji:i kiseb mindu 1-Pjan 
gie mniedi fl-1973; dawn rna jistgnux jagnmlu hag'onra hlief li jsahhu 1-izvilupp ta' 
Malta. 

Dan is-Suppliment tal-Pjan glialhekk jinqasam b'mod generali fi tliet taqsimiet 
principali. L-ewwel taqsima tagh ti liars a lejn 1-i:ivilupp li sar s'issa - liarsa generali 
lejn kif imxew ii-Gzejjer Maltin mill-1971 sal-1um mil-lat politiku, ekonorniku u 
socjali. It-tieni taqsima tagliti indikazzjoni genera1i tad-daqs u 1-kobor tax-xogl\ol 
1i jrid isir u 1-glianijiet li rridu nilliqu. L-annar taqsirna tliares lejn 1-opportunitajiet 
godda ghall-izvilupp li. jekk nantfuhom sewwa, jistghu jkunu mezzi onra li bihom 
insaohu 1-istrate-gija tal-izvilupp kif hemm imfisser fil-Pjan. 

L-gnan ewlieni tai-Pjan ta· Zvilupo 1973-1980. u til' dan is-Supplimer.t. huwa li 
jwassal lill-Gzejjer Maltin gnal vijabilita ekonomika shiha li perrnezz taghha n-nefqa 
ta1-forli Militari BrittaniCi stazzjonati fil-gzira- li fuqhom tradizzjona!ment kieTlet 
tiddependi 1-ekonomija ta' Malta - tc:1qos bil-mod il-mod sakemm tispicc':a gha1 
kollox sa 1-ahhar ta' Marzu 1979 meta tagnlaq il-bazi militari Ingliia fil-g:iira . 

Il-nsieb wara daTI is-Supp!irnent jibqa' 1-istess tal-Pjan originali. Minkejja it­
taqlib qawwi ekonorniku lid-dinja ft-1974 u ft-1975 li rninnu Malta rna setgliatx 
rna tintlaqatx blialma fil-fatt gara, 1-irnpenn po1itiku tal-g:iira jibqa' sliih u qawwi. 
Sad-d<:ta st<.~!Jbilita - il-31 ta' Marzu, 1979 - Malta twarrab ~hal kollox 1-uzu 
tradizzjonali taghha ta' fortizza u tfassa1 najja gdida li m'gnandha x'taqsarn xejn 
rna' gwerra, u li permezz tagnha il-poplu Malti jaqla' 1-gliixien tiegliu b'liidrna 
onesta fl.-oqsma tal-manifattura, tiswija ta' vapuri, bini ta' vapuri, agrikoltura, 
turizmu, kummerc u servizzi onra. 

D :m il-gnan gdid ser nilhquh 1-ewwel nett billi ngninu lilna nfusna, gnaliex d1n 
huwa 1-qofol tat-twemrnin tal-Gvern Laburista Malti. Il-poplu Malti ivvota glial dan 
it-twem.mn f'Cunj u ta' 1-1971 u gedded il-mandat tiegnu f'Settembru ta' 1-l 976. 

Il-poplu Malti qed jilqa' dan 1-inpenn storiku gdid bi qlubija u determinazzjoni. 
Il-pajji:i jinsab miexi b'entuzjazrnu matul it-triq li gliaze1 b'rieda soda u li giet 
~issra b'~~?.I-aktar car tii-Pjan ~~· Zvilupp, lejn hajja ta' kollaborazzjoni u nb'ibe­
:•Ja mal-pantzt 1_-~hra ko!l_ha, .specJ~lment ma' . da':¥k ~rib taghna, hajja ta' xogliol 
tebe~, ta qaw;me~ moral!, ta _ n~lste~ ,veru. ~tt-tnq h qabad ta' socjalii.mu demo­
krattku u hanm, tl-poplu Maltt Jtrnxt 1 quddtem fis-sliem u fil-prosperita. 
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II - IL-PROGRESS TAL-P}AN 

FRUNTIERI POLITIC! 

~~tl;ll dawn 1-.alihar sit~ s~in, Malta stinkat, ~ingliajr serlian biex jitwaqqaf 
ordm gdid fil-Med1terran mtbm fuq 1-gliarfien ta mterdipendenza bazika bejn 1-
Ewropa tal-Punent u 1-Istati Gliarab. Malta temmen bis-sliili ukoll li hija tista' 
biss tkompli miexja f'din it-triq gdida ta' newtralita' u li rna tkun marbuta rna' 
hadd fl-interess tal-paci, kemm-il darba ssib l-gliajnuna fl-isforzi taghha sew mill­
pajjizi Gharab kif ukoll mill-pajjizi Ewropej. 

Ghaldaqstant il-politika ta' Malta kellha bliala gli.an ewlieni 1i tnaqqas sakemm 
tnelihi glial kollox id-dipendenza tradizzjonali tal-pajjii fuq 1-isfruttar tal-posiz­
zjoni strategika tagliha glial skopijiet militari; minflok dan, attivitajiet u program­
mi ekonomici ispirati mill-paci se jaglitu sehemhom gliall-prosperita u !-progress 
soejali tal-kommunita Maltija fi-isfond ta' paci u stabbilita regjonali. 

Mill-1971 '1 hawn il.-politika barranija ta' Malta tbiddlet b'mod mill-izjed -
qawwi. Din issa saret politika ta' newtralita stretta miZ-zewg super potenzi, ba-
iata fuq it-twemmin illi 1-prezenza militari taglihom b'mod permanenti fil-Baliar 
Mediterran m'hiex fi-interessi veri ta' paci f'dawn 1-inliawi. Ghalhekk, fi-1971 Malta 
ghalqet 1-Ufficcju ewlieni tan-NATO biex teliles lilha nnifisha mir-rabtiet politici 
tal-imglioddi u biex tnaqqas 1-influwenzi politici barranin fil-Mediterran centrali. 

F'Marzu ta' 1-1972 Malta laliqet ftehim mal-Ingilterra li permezz tiegliu il-bazi 
mi1itari Ngliza fil-pajjiz se tispicca. Dal-ftebim, mhux biss rna jhallix lil Malta 
tintuza glial skopijiet aggressivi kontra kwalunkwe stat izda fih ukoll 1-kondizzjoni 
cara illi, ikunu x'ikunu cirkostanzi, Malta qatt rna tintuza, l-anqas glial skopijiet 
ta' difi.Za, kontra xi wielied mill-istati Gharab. Fl-1976 Malta ingliaqdet mal-Grupp 
tas-77 bliala xhieda olira tar-rieda soda ta' Malta li tingliaqad mal-moviment ta' 
dawk tal-pajjizi mbux allinejati, li huma nielsa minn kull ghaqda jew irbit politiku. 

Fl-istess liin, Malta hadmet bla heda biex ittejjeb ir-relazzjonijiet tagliha u 
twaqqaf kuntatti aktar mill-qrib rna' bosta pajjiii Ewropej u Gliarab. Bhala rizultat 
ta' 1-inizjattivi politici u ekonomici li hadet Malta fil-qasam internazzjonali, issa 
tezisti koperazzjoni mill-qrib bejn Malta u nazzjonijiet ohra li genwinament gliand­
hom 1-istess xewqat u twemmin ta' Malta. Is-success ta' negozjati godda ghall­
revizjoni tal-Ftehim ta' Assocjazzjoni mal-Komunita Ekonomika Ewropea u 1-
ftehim bilaterali dwar koperazzjoni ekonomika u teknika rna' ghadd kbir ta' pajjizi 
fosthom il-Jamaharija Gliarbija Libjana, 1-ltalja, ic-Cina, il-Kuwajt, is-Sawdi Arabja, 
Franza u 1-Germanja tal-Punent, huma kollha xhieda tas-success li kisbet din 
politika gdida. 

Ix-xewqa ta' paci u prosperita fil-Mediterran tista' tintlahaq permezz ta' gliaqda 
qawwija bejn 1-istati kollha tal-Mediterran, biex jinholoq regjun tabilliaqq 
awtonomu. Kien glialhekk li 1-Gvern ta: ~alta iamm .sod kern~ f~la~ 
fil-Konferenza dwar is-Sigurta u 1-KoperaZZJODI fl-Ewr?pa h saret f ~elsm~I 
fl-1975. Permezz tal-inizjattiva ta' Malta fl-ahhar .k1en, hemm qb1l. beJ_n 
1-istatl kollha li hadu sehem li rna jistax ikun hemm stgurta fi-Ewropa nungliaJr 
sigurta fil-Mediterran. Permezz ta' dawn 1-isfor:zi £'.Helsinki u sfor~i olira .aktar 
tard f'Belgrade, hemm it-tama li jurn wie~ed .l:Istati ~ol~ha ~l-Med1te~ran ~~~nu 
jistgliu jitkellmu b'lelien wielied fuq affarij1et h JOlqtu ts-sJgurta u d-destm pohtiku 
tagh hom. 

ttafna burna dawk li issa gbarfu i,s.-sehem ta' Malta ~~~~a yont ta' pad li jglia~I: 
qad il-kontinenti ta' 1-Ewropa u ta' 1-Afrika ~ b.ost~ P~l)!Zl g~ ~aw ukoll 1-ap~g 
politiku taglihom. Barr:a minn dan i~:~emmm .. J~eJologiku, .zd1edu wko!! .. ~abttet 
ekonomici qawwija beJn Malta u paJJIZl ohra gmen fil-Med1terran u paJJIZI olira 
nbieb Ji ghandhom 1-istess xewqat. 

--
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Barra li wriet nerqa li tistabbilixxi orizzont pohltiku gdid gnall-Mediterran JTllib­
ni fuq armonija u koperazzjoni regjonaH, Malta wettqet sforz ielior daqstant 
determamatt biex tagnti xenta moderna u biex tagnti najja gdida lill-istruttura interna 
tail-pajjiz. F'DiCembru ta' 1-1974 ill-Pat1wnent Malti approva Kostituzzjoni gdida li 
gliattnlet lil Malta repubblika demokratika fi lidan H..Commonwea1tlh milbnlja fuq ix­
x:ognol u fuq ir-rispett lejn id-drittijjet ewlenin u 1-liberta tal-'bniedem. B'hekk Miailta 
saret responsabbli glial kollox fit-tmexxija ta' nwejjigha u tat liberta snina ta' kux­
jenza u ta' twemmin religjuz. 

Dawn il-principj·i, ftimkien ma' ohrajn Ji danlu fi1-Kostituzzjoni gdida ta' Malllta, 
ghandhom igninu !-process ta' riforma tas-socjeta Maltija u fl-ahhar iwasslu biex jis­
salinu 1-ghaqda u s-solidarjeta nazzjonali - spirtu bnal dan hu tabilnaqq melHieg 
f'dan 1-istadju krucjali ta' 1-izvilupp tal-pajjiz. 

IL-PROGRESS TAL-EKONOMIJA 

Malta rna tistax tilhaq 1-gnanijiet politiCi, ekonomiCi u socjali tagnha mingliajr 
rna tibde11-istruttura ta' 1-ekonomjja b'mod li tkun aktar tiddependi minnha nnifisha 
u rna tibqax tiddependi aktar fuq qliegli m'ilD-bazi miTitari. Sabiex jinltllanqu dawn 
1-gnanijiet hemm enfasi qa wwi fuq zvilupp industrjali ghalkemm 1-izvilupp ta' ser­
vizzi li jinbieghu bnal ngnidu anna, it-turizmu, shipping u 1-kummerc qed jingnata 
sehem importanti ukoN. 

Sa 1-alinar ta' 1-1976, kien sar progress f'bosta oqsma tal-ekonomilja u wliud 
minnhom, mhux biss imxew skond il-Pjan ta' :Zvilupp, izda qabzu wkoll 
l-1111iri li kienu tfasslu fil-Pjan. L-importanza relattiva talJbazi IIIli1litari bawanija kom­
pliet tonqos. Ir-rata ta' zieda rejali fil-gross domestic product kienet ognla sew mill­
medja progettata glial matul i1-Pjan. Is-setturi li fihom laktar li kellu jsir zvilupp 
jigifieri 1-intraprizi ndustrjali u t-turiirnu, gliamlu progress kbir. Ir-mta taz.Zieda 
reali fil-produzzjoni ndustrjali kienet oghla mir-rata Ji kienet progettata minliabba 
z-zieda fl-gnadd ta' nies li jandmu bi qliegh u 1-aktar minhabba zieda mghaggla fir­
rata ta' produzzjoni minn kuH liaddiem. 11-produttiiiVita kienet akbar m~nn kif origi­
narjament tbassret fil-Pjan minhabba efficjenza akbar fil-postijiet tax-xoghol u min­
nabba ui:u anjar ta' makkinarju produrtiv li ga kien qieghed hemm. 

Il-Pjan ta' :Zvilupp huwa mibni J .. izjed fuq struttura ekonomika bai:alta l-aktar 
fuq settur industrjali sod, ghalkemm il-Gvern qed jippjana li fis-snin 1i gejjin jizvi­
luppa bis-shih is-settur ta' servizzi li jaghmlu 1-akbar uzu mill-qagnda geografika 
unika ta' Malta u vantaggi olira li din iggib magnha. II-fatt illi s-settur direttament 
produttiv zied il~kontribut ekonomiku mjnn madwar 42 fil-mija fl-1973 glial madwar 
48 fil-mija fil-1976 huwa fih innifsu sinja~ inkoragganti nafna. Minn naha 1-olira, il­
qliegh minn servizzi mhux ta' bejgn li jinkludu servizzi militari, nii:el m'imn 22 fil­
mija fl-1973 glial 18 fil-mija fl-1976. 

Mindu beda 1-Pjan, is-settur tal-manifattura mexa '1 quddiem sew blia1ma kien 
mistenni minkejja krizijiet internazzjonali fosthom ir-recessjoni u nflazzjoni. F'dal­
ahhar erba' snin, s-settur tal-esportazzjoni 1i mexa 'I quddiem sew u kiber b'rata 
qawwija liafna, kien fattur ewlieni til-progress kbir li ghamlet I-ekonom1a. TI-produz­
zjoni fis-settur tal-manifattura, wara Ii rnexxielha zzomm sod u teglileb in-nuqqas 
ta' domanda ghal prodotti fis-swieq ewlenin barra minn Malta fl-ahhar parti taM974, 
komp1iet tissalinan u 1-valur tal-produzzjoni, minn £M65 miljun fl-1973 tela' ghal 
£M~3~.8-~iljun ~-197?. Il-f~tt Ii 1-'-:alur: ta~-produzzjoni irdoppja fi intien daqshekk 
qasu JUn li sar uzu anJar m'lll~matkkmarJu h ga heffilffi fil-fabbri'ki kif ukoB success fl­
isforzi biex inhajjru u nwaqqfu ntraprizi godda minn meta beda 1-Pjan. 

Mill-1973 '1 hawn, bdew jahdmu ll6-il progett gdid fis-settur tal-mani:fattura. 
11-Pjnn l:ien immira gnal zieda ta' 7,600 impieg f'intraprizi ta1"'!11anifattura glial matul 
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is-snin 1973 sa 1976; fil-fatt li sa 1-ahhar ta' 1-1 976 kienu nholqu madwar 8,700 
impieg gdid. Din iz-zieda fl-gnadd ta' impiegi fl imkien maz-zieda fil-produzzjon i tal­
manifattura huma xhieda mill-aktar cara tas-success li nkiseb wara sforzi bla heda, 
biex jinstabu swieq godda ghall-esportazzjon i ta' prodotti Maltin u biex il-prodotti 
Mrultin jibqgnu kompetittivi fi swieq barranin permezz ta' kontroll gnaqli fuq prez­
zijiet domestid u fuq spejjez tal-produzzjoni. L-espor· azzjcni domestika idiedet 
minn £M31.8 miljun i fil-1973 gnal £M80.l miljuni ft-1976; dan jirrapreienta zieda 
fil-volum ta' madwar 67 fil~m ija li hija wkoll akbar minn dik mansuba fil-Pjan. 

Fl-industrija tat-turizmu sa r ukoll progress kbir minkejja 1-kondizzjoniiiet eko­
nomici nziena fil-pajjizi 1i minnhom jigu 1-bicca 1-kbira tat-turisti li jzuru Malta. In­
numru ta' turisti li waslu M alta ft-1976 kien ta' 339,537 waqt li dak mahsub fi i-Pjan 
kien ta' 289,200. Dan il-progress qawwi jidher ukoll fil-qliegn ta' flus barrandn 1i qala' 
l~pajjiz permezz ta' dan is-settur l•i nalla zieda akbar fil-profitti u uiu anjar ta' luka ndi 
u akkomodazzjoni onra ghat-turisti li qabel rna kenux uzati bizzejjed. 

FI-1976 il-gross national product ras glial ras Jahaq il-medja ta' £M730 waqt li 
fl-1973 kien £M413. Meta wielied iqis iz-zidiet fil-prezzijiet, dan ifisser rata medja 
ta' zieda rejali ta' m 1.dwar 15 fil-mija fis-sena, li hija akbar mir-rata li kienet misten­
nija. 11-beneficcji miz-zieda fid·dnul nazziona1i tqas~mu b'mod xieraq bejn id-di•versi 
gruppi socjali permezz ta' politika Ji thaddmet apposta biex ittejjeb id-dhul relattiv 
ta' dawk li huma 1-aktar fil-bzonn. 

ln-nefqa fuq of!getti ta' konsum bhala proporzjon t1d-d!i.ul matul 1s-snin 1973-76 
imxiet kif kien mahsub u waqt li zdiedet in-11efqa fuq oggetti ta' konsum, kien he!T'm 
ukoll proporzjon akbar ta' tfaddil. Il-konsum ftermini reali idied b'mad-

IMPORTANZA R ELA TTIV A T AL-BAZI MILIT AR I BARRANIJA 

Tabella II.l 

1973 1974 1975 1976 

A. (a) Kera gnaii-Bazi Ing!iza (fM ~---
miljunil ... 13.5 13.11 13.'5 13.0 

(b) Dhul Kurrenti tal-Gvern (fM 
miljuni) ... 54.11 71.6 81.6 97.6 

(a) bhah percc~tagg ta' fb) 24.7°· 19.0 °~ 16.5 °{, 13.3 °; 
-- ,_____ ---- - --

B. (a) Dhul :ninn Servizzi Militari fil-
Bazi lngliza (£M miljuni) 28.7 27.3 31.1 27.7 

(b) Qliegn tot~~i t~' flus minn bar- 1 
ra (£M mJI]UOI) .. ... 105.9 142.7 168.2 206.0 

(a) bnala percentagg ta' (b' 27.1 °:, 19.1 °o 18.5 '•> 13.4o,. 

- ---
C. (a) Im piegi mal-Bazi Militari 4,892 4,423 4.166 3,329 

(h) Impiegi Totali ... 102,981 102,310 107,814 110.518 

(a) bhala percentagg ta' (b) 4.8°' 4.3°1, 3.9 ~~ 3.0 ",, 

Noti: 1\ (a) u (bl: L-ammonu jirreferu glias-snin finanzjarji Ii jibdew f'April u ji~pii:caw f'Marzu 
tas·sena ta' wara. 

B (a): Maglimul minn bcjgh lill-memhri ta~·Serv1ai ~gliii u d-dipcnrlcnti taghhom. material 
u kuntratti, pagamenti glial scniuj pubblii:i , pagi lill-irnpjegati Mallin u Kera tal·B<~.li. 
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lmportanza Relattiva tai-Baii lngliio. 

' 
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• ' . ,. ta' flus min n barra 
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bhala % tan-nies kallhha 

~~ - li jandmu f'Malta 
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· Dan jmkludi hcjgli lin-nies tas-Servizzi N!.dizi u 1-familji tagtihom, 
materjali l! kuntratti, tilas gha] se rviz?i pubbliCi, pagi ta' naddicma 
Maltin u kera tai-Bazi. 

'--,_ __________ ..._, ___ ~------~_,_.__ .... .,._ .i 
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Tabella II.2 

ORICINI U ALLOKAZZJONI TA' RIZORSI 

('at factor cost' - prezzijiet ta' l-1973) 

1973 
£Mm 

1974 

£Mm 
1975 

£Mm 

1976 

--
1 Rata Medja 

Attwali 
£Mm 

Annwali ta' Bdil 
0/ I 

Pjan 

£Mm 

Rata Medja 
Annwali ta' Bdil 

I 0/ 
0 •0 

ORICINI 
~.-, 

I 

'CDP at factor cost' .. . 100.9 116.0 140.7 18.3 122.1 I 6.6 

8.5 I I 7.9 
I 123.2 I 
I 245.3-1 7.2 

I 167.0 I 

109.2 ; uo.9 l_m.:_l _______ _ Importazzjoni ta' C>ggetti u Servizzi . ... f 98.0 

TOTAL ... .. . .. . . .. ... 198.9 

I I I 

13.7 251.6 I 292.2 I 
I I --------------

225.2 

.. . 1 100.2 1 uo.3 1 u8.1 

.. ·I 23.4 . 26.8 27.9 I 

... ~ 88.1 1_10~1 
: 198.9 I 225.2 I 251.6 I 

1 • 

I 
132.9 I 9.8 

36.9 . 16.4 

122.4 1 17.6 

13.7 

ALLOKAZZJONI 

Konsum 

Investiment Totali 

Esportazzjoni ta' Oggetti u Servizzi 

TOTAL ... 292.2 

NOTA: 11-figuri attwali gl'lall- 1976 huma provvizorji . 

.. 

__ , 

112.8 

32.2 

100.3 

245.3 

4.0 

11.2 

10.0 

7.2 

n 
N 
N 
N 



" Gross Domestic Product 

at factor cost " 

c 223 

Prezzijiet tal-19 7 3 miljuni £M 

Attwali 

0 
0' • 
• ~ 

0 ,., 
0 ,., ,., 

('.. 

• 
0 
~ 
M 

0 
• 

('.. 

~ 
M 

"Target" 

tai-Pjan 

1973 1974 1975 1976 1976 

200 

150 

100 

50 

0 



c 224 
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war 9.8 fi1-mlJija; dan huwa oghla sew mir-rata ta' 4 fi1·mija li kienet mahsuba fil-Pjan. 
Iz-zieda fid-dhul kienet, madankollu, hafna aktar oghla minn dak mistenni. In-nefqa 
fuq H·konsulil f'termini ta' flus telgliet b'rata medja fis-sena ta' 14.6 fil-rni,ja matul 
1-aliliar tliet snin meta tqisha rna' zieda ta' 22 fil-mija fil-gross national product. 

Il-gross fixed capital formation £'termini reali u n-nefqa fuq 1-investiment sa 
1-1976 kienu wkoll b'mod generali skond 1-ghanijiet tai-Pjan. Meta wielied jikkun­
sidra illi matul 1-ewwe1 snin fi Pjan ta' Zvilupp ir-rata ta' 1-investiment hija normal­
merut mlistennija 1i tkun fuq skala aktar baxxa, u tnibagliad tizdied fis-SJni'll ta' wara, 
1-investiment mis-settur privat kien skond rna kien mahsub waqt li fil~fatt 1-investi­
merut mris-settur pubbliiku zdied b'pass aktar mgliaggel milli kien ippjanat. 

Il-programm vast ta' investiment mis-settur pubbliku biex tissanlian 1-infrastrut­
tura u jinbdew progetti produttlivi godda kien mexa liafna aktar 'il quddiem mlill­
miri tal-Pjan. Fil-perijodu ta' erba' snin bejn April, 1973 u Marzu, 1977 in-nefqa kapi­
tali totali laliqet £M102.4 miljuni. Din in-nefqa saret fuq kapital fiss u fuq investi­
menti kapitali f'imprizi kummercjali u onrajn. 

INVESTIMENT 

Tabella 11.3 
(at factor cost - prezzijiet ta' 1-1973) 

Pjan Attwali 
1973 /79 1973 / 76 

£M miljun £M miljun 

Investiment Pubbliku 94.2 46.9 

Investiment Privat ... 119.0 54.9 

Investiment Totali f'Kapital Fiss 213.2 101.8 

ll-progetti kbar ta' 1-infrastruttura li diga' imxew 'il quddiem liafna jinkludu 1-
estensjoni ta' 1-ajruport, 1-iivilupp tal-portijiet, titjib fit-toroq, 1-estensjoni tas-sistema 
tad-drenagg, u progetti gliat-tnaffir u 1-nazna ta' 1-ilma. Qed issir espansjoni kbira haf­
na wkoll fis-sistemi tat-te1ekomunikazzjonijiet kemm £'Malta kif ukoll rna' barra biex 
ilanhqu mad-domanda ta1-lum u tal-gejjieni. 

Diversi facilitajiet u servizzi onra li burna essenzjali ghall-iivilupp gew ukoll 
imtejba jew imdalili1a fil-pajjiz. Issa f'Malta bawn sistema bankarja kummercjali 
efficjenti li fiha 1-poplu ta' Malta gnandu nteress dirett, waqt li twaqqaf !-Investment 
Finance Bank kif bemm provdut fii-Pjan sabiex jipprovdi !-flus ghall-investiment 
glial progetti industrjali b'kondizzjonijiet li nonnalment rna jipprovdubomx il-banek 
kummercjali. Ghaldaqstant, !-Investment Finance Bank jista' jipprovdi ]-flus glial 
zmien qasir jew glial zmien twi1 u jista' jipparteCipa wkoll permezz ta' isbma f'atti­
vil!ajiet produttivi. Dan il-Bank jista' wkoll jixtri 1-istocks li jkun bemm fis-suq 
finanzjarju f'Malta u jista' jinvesti t-tifdil domestiku fi progetti ndustJiali, turistiCi 
u progetti obra ta' zvilupp billi johrog stocks jew bonds ghall-izvilupp biex jinxtraw 
mill-pop1u Malti. 

Twaqqfu I~linji nazzjonali ta' 1-ajru u tal~baliar biex ikun hawn mezzi abjar ta' 
komunikazzjoni lialli jinqdew ahjar 1-industrji Ma1tin tal-manifattura u s-settur tat­
turiZmu li dejjem qegbdin jizviluppaw. Servizzi essenzjali olira, blia:lJma burna 1-
importazzjoni u ~-liaz~a taz-zejt, u t-teleko~nru~kazzi<;mijiet inkluz ix-xandir saru 
propjeta tal-Maltm u tssa burna kkontrollat1 mtli-Maltm. 
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Saret ukoll nefqa kapitadi rrrilll-Gvern ·fuq imprizi direttament produttivi blialma 
huma 1-progett ta' "Izra u Rabbi" ghall-izvilupp tal-biedja u 1-progett tat-trawlers 
tas-sajd. Fil-qasam industrjali 1-Gvern ghandu 1-inizjattivi privati ta' investiment 
billi waqqaf walidu ghadd ta' intraprizi b'ghajnuna teknika barrarri~a jew irukella 
waqqafhom permezz ta' joint ventures ma' investituri privati barranin u agenziji 
pubblici. 

Saret riorganizzazzjoni fit-Tarzna li issa nbidlet f'intrapriza vijabbli. Fl-istess 
h:in in:beda wko1~ programm vast lii is·sa m>exa 'I qudruem sewwa kemm glia.l zieda fil­
facillitajiet ta' tiswija tal-vapuri kif u•koll biex it-Tarzna ddahhal faCilitajiet godda 
glial biflli tal-vapuri fuq skala kbka. Dan il-progra!mm jinkludi !-bini ta' baCir ta' 
300,000 tunnellata b'gnajnwna teknika u finanzjarja Ciniza u !-bini tat-tarzna gnal 
bini tJallLvapuri fiJ.,MaJr!Sa 1i fiha il-J amaharija Libjana Gliarbija ga kisbet sehem. Dawn 
iz-:iewg progetti gliandhom jgnim1 biex Malta ssir centru ewlieni fil-Mediterran gnat­
tiswi~a u gnall-bini tal-varpuri. 

NEFQA KAPITALI MIS-SETTUR PUBBLIKU 

£M miljun 
Tabella II.4 

I I I 1973/74* 1974 75* 1975 j76* 1976/ 77* Total 

INVESTIMENT 
Tiswija u bini tal-vapuri 1.1 1.1 3.7 4.3 10.2 
Zvilupp tal-Industrji 6.1 2.0 12.7 8.9 29.7 
Turi:imu 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 1.5 
Telekomunikazzjonijiet 0.2 0.6 3.9 2.5 7.2 
Biedja u Sajd 0.5 1.3 0.7 0.9 3.4 

8.3 5.4 21.3 17.0 52.0 

INFRASTR UTTURA 
Zvilupp tal-Ajruport 0.5 1.5 2.4 3.2 7.6 
Zvilupp tal-Portijiet 0.4 0.8 1.8 1.7 4.7 
Elettriku•• 1.0 1.1 0.9 0.9 3.9 
lima ... 0.3 0.5 1.1 0.9 2.8 
Toroq 1.1 1.8 2.0 1.4 6.3 
Dranaggi 0.3 0.4 1.8 1.4 3.9 

3.6 6.1 10.0 9.5 29.2 

I; SOCJALI 
Sanna 0.2 1.1 1.2 3.0 
Edukazzjoni ... 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.9 Djar ... 1.8 2.6 4.1 4.6 13.1 
Propjeta Pubblika, ecc 3.0 0.3 0.5 0.4 4.2 

5.3 3.7 
5.9 I 6.3 21.2 

TOTAL ... ... I 17.2 15.2 37.2 32.8 102.4 

• Snin finanzjarji li jibdew fApril u 1i jispiccaw fMarzu . 

•• Maghduda 1-ispiza tai-Bord ta' 1-Elettriku ta' Malta . 
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Ix-xejra generali fil-vo1'll!IIl ta' 1-impofltazzjoni mxiet skond rna kien misteoo.i fi1 
Pjan waqt 1i 1-esportazzjoni kienet aktar mi1li kien mistenni. L-izbilanc fil-kwrn­
merc li kien akbar sew matull-1974 minliabba zieda qawwija fil-valur ta' 1-importaz­
zjoni minnabba z-zieda fil-prezzijiet taz-zejt u inflazzjoni fpajjizi barra minn Malta, 
naqas fis-snin ta' wara. Tjieb ukoll il-proporzjon bejn 1-esportazzjoni u 1-impor­
tazzjoni u m<imn 41 fil-mija fl-1975 dan sar 54 fiJ .. mija fl-1976. 

M.inlkejja 1-effetti nziena ta' zidiet fil-prezzijtiet minn barra u kondizzjOIJl.ijliet 
nziena ta' bej.gli fil-pajjizi lJi Ma'I!ta 1-ak..tar li tiikkumercja rnaghhom, il•bilanc taJ­
pa:gaJmenti kien aktar b'sanhtu mini stennejna. Ii-zieda fl-esportazzjoni, iz-zieda fid­
dtiul mit-turizmu u d-dliul sostanzjalment oghla mill-investimenti Mailtin ban-a l­
pajjiz iggeneraw bejniethom zidiet kbar fil-kont kurrenti, u r-dzervi barranin totali 
te1gliu miam £M160.2 miljun fl-1973 glial £M286.6 miljun fl-1976. 

MaJtu.l is-snin 1973-76 '1-gliadd ta' nies 1i jistghu jahdmu zdied b~aktar heffa m.i;lli 
kien maliSiub fil-Pjan. Dan gara 1-izjed minhabba r-ripatrijazzjoni netta ta' 2,698 
Clittadim. Malti fl-1975 u 1976 minflok emigrazzjoni netta ta' 6,000 persuna kif kien 
mal'isub. Fatturi onra li taw sehemlhom ghaz-zieda fin-nurnru ta' nies 1i jfitlbru x­
xogliol kienru jink1udu t-tnaqqis fl-ghadd ta' haddiema minn ditti stabbiliti li ntlaqt>u 
liazin mir-ricessjoni fid-dinja li ke.lllha wkoll effett hazin fuq ir-rata ta' ho~qien ta' 
mpiegi f'ditti ohra li kienu jifilnu jnaddmu aktar nies; u 1-fatt li tnaqqsu 1-haddiema 
1Jlllilnn attivitajiet ekonomiCi bi produttivita' baxxa. Dawn rna setg1iux jifilliu gna1 
kollox gliai-zidiet fil-pagi 1i seh1iew warn 1-introduzzjoni ta' paga minima nazzjonaJi 
f'Novembru ta' 1-1974 u glial ti,tjib sinirfikanti ie1ior fil-kondizzjonijiet tax-xogliol li 
tqiS li kien hemm bzonnu ghaU-gid tal-haddiema in generali. 

BILANC TA' PAGAMEINTI KONT KURRENTI 

(Prezzijiet Kurrenti) 
Tabella II.5 

1973 1974 

Esportazzjoni ta' oggetti u servizzi 75.3 110.4 

Importazzjoni ta' oggetti u servizzi -98.0 -148.4 

Qliegli nett minn investimenti barranin 7.5 12.s I 
Trasferimenti netti 28.5 

I 
30.6 

I 

Bilanc ta1-Kont Kurrenti +13.3 + s.1 I 

1975 

137.3 

-159.7 

18.3 

29.2 

£M miljun 

1976 
(Prov.) 

171.7 

-195.8 

19.2 

31.9 
:----

+ 25.1 1 + 27.0 
I 

. lrimpi~i f'bosta setturi ekonomici kienu bejn wiehed u iehor skond il~miri tal­
Pjan. lragnkoltura; it-trasport u 1-kommunikazzjonijiet impjegaw numru akbar 
tti' naddiema milli kien misten:rui, waqt li kien hemm anqas liaddiema fl-industrja 
p~vata tal-bini billi parti kbira sew tal-programm tax-xoghlijiet pubblici li qabel 
k1en~t tkun f'idejn kuntratturi privati, bdiet issir direttament minn haddiema tal­
korpl tax-xogliol. 

lr"fata li biha qed jinliolqu mpiegi godda fis--settur tal .. manifattura za.mmet 
pass mgliaggel, glialkemm dawn I,.isforzi ntlaqtu sew mill-kondizzjonijiet kuntrarii 
fis-swieq barranin u mill-fatt li xi ndustrjalisti prospettivi rna kenux lesti li jielidu 
deCizjonijiet dwar investimenti matul perijodu hekk ikrah fil-qasam internazzjonaJi. 
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11'-fatt illi z-zieda netta fi-impiegi fis-settur tal-manifattura kienet aktar baxxa milli 
kien mahsub fil-Pjan fil-waqt li z-zieda fil-produzzjoni kienet l'iafna akbar milli kien 
mistenni wiehed jista' jispjegahom permezz taz-zieda sostanzjali fil-produttivita tal­
naddiem. Huwa stmat illi 1-valur tal-produzzjoni rejali ta' kull naddiem f'das-settur 
mill-1973 zdied b'rata medja annwali ta' madwar 8 fil-mija ·kontra 4.5 fil·mija origi­
narjament mal'isub fil-Pjan. 

Tabella 11.6 

Bazi Militari ... 
Biedja u sajd ... 
Industrja tal-bini 
Gvern 
Intraprizi ndustrjali 
Lukandi u servizzi privati 
Servizzi onra ... 
Korpi tax-Xoghol 

TOTAL ... 
Nies li jirregistraw gnax-xoghol 

Labour Force ... 

I 

IMPIEGI 

1973 1974 

4,892 1 
I 

4,423 
6,751 I 6,874 
4,364 5,026 

20,436 19,801 
31,664 31,351 
12,639 13,134 
17,913 18,053 
4,322 3,648 

! 
102,981 102,310 

4,823 6,641 

107,804 108,951 

PROGRESS SOC:JALI 

1975 

4,166 
7,066 I 
5,022 

19,471 
32,094 
12,662 
19,523 
7,810 I 

107,814 
4,894 

112,708 

1976 

Attwali I Projectiol! 
tal-Pjan 

3,329 
7,314 
4,705 

20,937 
34,025 
12,666 
19,666 

7,876 

110,518 
4,898 

115,416 

3,260 
5,940 
6,030 

20,900 
40,070 
13,150 
18,070 
2,090 

109,510 
2,340 

111,850 

L-gnanijiet socjali fil-programm tal-izvilupp ta' Malta huma mahsuba biex ji]nqu 
1-hti.giet hazi<':i tal-kommunita glial dawk 1i huma djar anjar, servizzi tas-saliha, edu­
kazzjoni u opportunitajiet ta' xoghol, kif ukoll il-holqien ta' ambjent ahjar 1i fih 
il-kornmunita Maltija tkun tista' tgnix najja aktar mimlija h'aspirazzjonijiet aktar 
profondi. L-amhjent socjali ta' Malta mhux ihilancjat daqs dak ta' diversi pajjizi 
ohra li qieghdin jizviluppaw fejn jezistu differenzi khar hafna fil-livell ta' 1-ghixien 
u kondizzjonijiet socjali. Barra minn hekk, 1-isforzi li saru 1-aktar f'dawn 1-anhar 
snin swew nafna hiex jonqsu d-differenzi li kienu jezistu hejn id-diversi gruppi soc­
jaJi. L-izjed minnahba l-politika socjali li qed tigi mhaddma, fis-socjeta Maltija trah­
Jba' sens qawwi ta' rabta socjali. 

Flimkien mal-izvilupp ekonomiku f'dawn 1-ahhar ftit snin, kien hawn ukoll 
determinazzjoni soda hiex nizguraw illi s-success li nkiseh fil-qasam ekonomiku 
jkun akkumpanjat minn tqassim gust tar-rizorsi disponihhli 1-aktar fost il-hatuti, 
ix-xjuh u 1-morda u fost dawk li, minghajr ebda htija taghhom, rna jistax ikollhom 
sehem attiv fl-izvilupp tal-pajjiz. Bhala rizultat tad-diversi mizuri li ttielidu hiex ikun 
hawn tqassim aktar xieraq tar-rizorsi nazzjonali, il-kommunita Maltija issa tifhem 
anjar u tapprezza aktar il-htiega li tizgura Jivell ta' ghixien xieraq ghali-Maltin kollha. 

Barra minn dan, issa 1i tnelihew il-privileggi kollha zejda, fil-pajjiz hawn gnar­
~.e~ tal-prindpju fundamentali illi ghan_dha tinghata ku]] opportunita possihhli ghali-
1Z~llupp shin tal-personalita umana. Illum, kull cittadin ghandu skop u opportunita 
s~1h~ hiex jaghti s-sehem tieghu skond ix-xehta li jnoss go fih ghax jaf illi jekk jim­
~x ~~ qu~diem jew le jiddependi hiss fuq il-kapacita tieghu u fuq il-hidma tieghu . 

. an. 11-pnncipju dahal ukoll fil-Kostituzzjoni ghaliex huwa hiss permezz ta' dan 
1-h~elrtu. ta'. ghaqda socjali li n-nazzjon jista' jq is ruhu f'pozizzjoni li jikseh 1-appogg 
s lu u )assJgura s-sehem tac-Cittadini kollha fis-snin Ii gejjin. 
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Popolazzjoni Maltija 
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Il-Gvern rna naqasx li jwettaq tabilnaqq dawn 1-ideat ta' armonija socjali u li 
jirnxi fuq it-twemmin tiegnu permezz ta' gnadd ta' mi~uri illi issa •kisbu. 1-~ppog& 
shih tad-diversi sezzjonijiet tal-komrnunita. B'hekk, <hga sar pro~ress h Jq.awwl 
l-qa1b fit-twettiq ta' 1-gnanijiet baziCi socjali 1i fuqhom nben.a 1.-P•Jan ~~: Zvliui?P· 
Dawn hurna mansuba biex f'pajjizna noho1qu Welfare State m1bm fuq t1tpb ko~ti~­
wu fil-livell ta' l-ghixien u fil-gid tal-poplu b'attenzjoni xierqa ghal ~awk Js-~ezzJOD1-
jiet taJ..,kommunita li jekk rna jkunx hemm min jahseb fihom rna Jiendux 1s-sehem 
li haqqhom mill-frott tal-progress ekonomiku. 

Biex jilhaq dawn 1-ghanijiet, ii-Gvern naddern politika dwar pagi u dhul li 
permezz taghha jkun hawn tqassim gust ta' dnul ta' flus. L-impjegati kollha gew 
anoghtija 1-istess zidiet fil-pagi skond 1-gholi ta1-hajja u z-zieda fil-produttivita naz­
zjonali. Bl-introduzzjoni tal-paga minima nazzjonali ,f\Novembru ta' 1-1974; bil-hlas 
obbligatorju ta' bonus annwali Iill-haddiema kollha mill-1975; bil-pagi tan-nisa fis­
setturi kollha 1i rminn April ta' 1-1976 saru daqs dawk tal-irgiel; u bl-ghoti obbligator­
ju ta' zidiet ta' 1-gnoli tal-hajja lill-haddiema fis-settur privat daqs dawk mogntija 1il 
impjegati fis-settur pubbliku; u bil-hlas ta' pagi ta' kbar, minn April ta' 1-1977, lill-nad­
dierna li jilnqu l-eta ta' 18-il sena- dawn kienu kol!ha mizuri Ji jgibu tqassim anjar 
ta' dhu1 u ta' gustizzja socjali. 

Il-politika dwar il-prezzijiet u 1-pagi li miexi biha 1-Gvern hija mahsuba wkoll 
biex tghin til-process fejn rninn jiftan, ighin 1ill-batut u Iii min jinsab fil-bzonn. Iz­
zidiet regolari li jingnataw bl-ghajnuniet differenti ta1-istat bha1, nghidu anna, il­
pensjonijiet tax-xjun, beneficcji tas-sigurta nazzjonali u nlasijiet ta' 1-gnajnuna soc-· 
jali - jiendu wkoll in konsiderazzjoni 1-htiega li nizguraw illi dawk li jiendu dil­
gnajnuna jipparteCipaw u jgawdu s-sehem tagnhom mill-progress tan-nazzjon. · 

It-tnaddim ta' struttura progressiva ta' taxxa hija mahsuba wkoll biex tqassam 
ir-rizorsi b'rnod aktar gust u tnaqqas id-differenzi kbar fid-dnul ta' flus . L-introduz­
zjoni ta' children's allowances f'Novembru ta' 1-1974, swiet ukoll biex farnilji Maltin 
ikunu f'pozizzjoni ahjar biex jiehdu nsieb it-trobbija ta' wliedhom waqt li 1-nlas tas­
sussidji taffa 1-effett taz-zidiet fil-prezzijiet ta' oggetti dornestiCi. 

Flimkien rna' dal-mizuri kien hemm ukoll skerni u programrni biex isahnu 1-in­
frastruttura socjali tal-pajjiz. Saret nefqa kbira ft-investirnent ghal titjib fil-kondiz­
zjonijiet ta' 1-gnixien skond il-progress ekonomiku waqt !i gnaddej il-Pjan. 

- Settur fejn sar investiment pubbliku fuq skala li qatt qabel rna kien hawn bna1-
ha huwa 1-prograrnrn socjali tal-Gvern ghall-bini tad-djar. Il-Gvern, li jagnraf bis­
snih 1-effetti koroh socjali ta' nuqqas ta' djar, na nsieb ta' dan il-problema mill-bidu 
~ett ~eta ,fas.sa_l il:pj~ni ~ieghu gna~l-izvilupp ~ocjali. Bh~la rizul~at tal-programm 
mtens1v ta b1m ta djar h wettaq d1rettament Ii-Gvern mmn fond1 pubbliCi, oJiadd 
~bir ta' djar f'diversi n.~a~ri_ f'Malta .u Gli.aw~ex diga tlestew jew rna jdum~x rna 
ptlestew. II-Gvern ta pnJonta wkoll ltl progett1 glial tnehliija ta' slums biex b'hekk 
jinqerdu s-slums fejn issib nies jghixu f'arnbjent li xejn rna jaohrnel tajjeb Iii min 
ikun joqghod fih. 

0 

Bhala parti rnill-karnpanja kontinwa biex jgnolli !-livelli tas-sahlia u minhabba 
t-t,al~~.li d~jjem .q~d ti~be~.ghal serviz~.i. ft-ispta~ijiet, il-Gvern beda programm vast 
ta ti.t)Ib ~-IsptanJie~ b1ex JIIhaq ~-gh~niJiet tal-J:>Ja~:. Dawn il-progetti jinkludu, fost 
o~raJn, 1-Irnrnodernizzar. tas-swa!J ta 1-operaZZJOniJiet u tad-dipartirnent tal-mater­
ni!a ~-Tsp~ar Sa~ Luqa 1.' h_uw~ 1-ak~~r sptar generali f'Malta: u 1-modernizzazzjoni 
ta dJvcrsi sw:11I u scrviZZt A-IsptariJICt .1-o~r~ tal-Gvern skond standards modcrni 
ghall-kur~ tal-morda. He~rn ukoll s.cniZ~I g.o~.da tas-sahha li qed nipprovduhom 
?.halr:na klcn thabbar .fil-P!an. Dawn tl-pr?ge.tti pnkludu l-lnlensive Therap11 Unit Ji 
g1et Inawgurat~. fis-SaJf ta 1-1976 u s-seZZJOnJ tat-tfal u s-sezzjoni tax-xjuh ·Ji t-tnejn 
ghadhorn qed Jinbnew. 
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Is-sistema edukattiva wkol l issanliet sew skond 1-ghanijiet industrjali u socja1i 
tal-Pjan ta' Zvilupp. Biex il-futur ekonomiku ta' Malta jinbena fuq bazi ndustrjali 
b'sannitha, infetnu ghadd ta' skcjjcl tas-snajja' biex iliarrgu n-nies fis-snajja' 
Ii jkunu mehtiega mis-settur ndustrjali ta' Malta li qiegl:ied jikber. L-espansjoni 
mghaggla tas-sistema edukattiva ta' Malta 1-aktar fil-qasam tekniku tassigura li jkun 
hawn haddiema aktar produttivi li huma kapaci jaghtu s-sehem importanti taghhom 
fis-socjeta ndustrja1i ta' Malta. 

Dal-ahnar kien hemm attenzjoni kbira fuq il -litiega li ikun hemm kordinaz­
zjoni aktar mill-qrib bejn iz-zewg istituzzjonijiet ta' edukazZJjon i ognla f'Malta -
it-Polytechnic u 1-Universita. Dawn iz-zewg istituzzjonijiet gnandhom sehem tasscw 
importanti ft-izvilupp ekonomiku ta' Malta billi jipprovdu n-nies teknici u profes­
sjonali li jkunu mentiega. Gnalhekk, 1-attivitajiet ta' daz-zewg istituzzjonijiet jigu 
ezaminati ta' sikwit sabiex in-nies li jonorgu minnhom ikunu skond il-ntigiet ta1-
Gzira. Gnal din ir-raguni certi korsijiet ta' studju qed jiendu struttura differenti u 
jxaqilbu aktar fuq bazi prattika biex hekk dawn iz-zewg istituzzjonijiet, waqt 1i 
jandmu flimkien mill-qrib, jippruvaw ukoll jistabbilixxu rabtiet akbar mill-qrib 
1-aktar mal-industria u jagntu s-sehem tagnhom posittiv 1ejn il-process tal-bidla .-r-
ekonomika. .. 

Diga sar hafna progress biex jintlanqu 1-ghanijiet socjali bazici 1i huma 1-qofol 
tal-Pjan ta' Zvilupp .. F'Malta nloqna kommunita hanina moghnija b'sens ta' gus­
tizzja socjali u n-nazzjon kollu issa jifhem sewwa r-rabta soda li jgibu magnhom 
1-armonija socjali u 1-istabbilita. Barra minn hekk, il-fatt illi 1-Gvern qieghed jagixxi 
b'mod posittiv u bil-heffa ghall-htigiet socjali tal-kommunita permezz tal-bini ta' 
djar, u permezz ta' programmi li ghandhom x'jaqsmu omas-sahna u mal-edukazzjoni, 
juri bic-car 1-impenn sod biex f'Ma1ta ssir welfare state ckejken izda modern, li 
jagnraf sewwa r-responsabbilitajiet li ghandu quddiemu biex jissodisfa 1-valuri u 
1-htigiet bazici ta' kull individwu .. 

III. GHANinET EKONOMicl GENERALI 

L-ghan ewlieni ta' 1-izvilupp jibqa' 1-kisba ta' indipendenza ekonomika shiha 
sa 1-1979 1-aktar permezz ta' espansjoni ft-esportazzjoni.. Biex niksbu qaghda ekono-
mika vijabbli u nzommu progress kontinwu li jibqa' jsostni 1-pajjiz nehtiegu rata • 
ta' zieda fil-produzzjoni u fil-qliegh ta' flus li: 

(a) tagtimel tajjeb ghall-qliegh u gnall-impiegi li jigu mis-servizzi militari 
1 i jaghti 1-pajjiz; 

(b) tagnmel 1-aqwa uzu minn rizorsi umani li hawn fil-pajjiz; 

(c) tippcrmetti tqassim gust tad-dliul u titjib kontinwu fil-livell tal-ghixien 
tal-komunita Maltija kollha; 

(d) tiggenera qliegn bizzejjed ta' flus minn barra biex jaghmel tajjeb 
gnall-htigiet ta' mportazzjoni bla ma jbatf 1-bilanc tal-pagamenti; 

(e) taghmel possibbli livelJ sufficjenti ta' tfaddil biex ilanhaq mal-htigict 
t- ~ inve~timent_§abiex tigi zgura!a e~_~nsjoni ekonomika b'sahnitha u bilanc­

)ata; u 

<0 tipprovdi dhul bizzejjed ta' flus mill-Gvern biex jiffinanzja n-nefqa mis­
settur pubbliku. 
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POPOLAZZJONI U NIES LI JAMDMU 

Qabel 1-1975 1-emigrazzjoni kienet fattur ewlieni f'dak 1i hu t-tibdil fil-popolaz­
zjoni Maltija. Fl-1975, ghall-ewwel darba fl-istorja, 1-gnadd ta' Cittadini Maltin Ji 
gew •lura minn barra kien ak~ar .mil~-gnadd. ta: ~ies.li em!~raw bir-~iiultat li ~ie!l 
hemm iieda netta fil-popolazzJont. Fit-tbassir gd1d h qed ISir dwar Il-popolazZJOni, 
wiehed qed janseb illi fis-snin li gejjin 1-emigrazzjoni netta tkun spiccat glial kollox. 
Il-popolazzjoni Ma1tija ghalhekk progettata fuq din il-baii hija stmata li ser tizdied 
b'madwar 3,700 run fis-sena matul il-perijodu bejn 1-1976 u 1-1981. 

PROJECTIONS TAL-POPOLAZZJONI MALTIJA * 
Tabella III.l 

I 
Tibdi1 

[ 
Tibdil 

1976 1979 1976/79 1981 1979/81 

Irgiel ... . .. 147,000 153,000 + 6,000 156,800 
I 

+3,800 

Nisa ... . .. 158,000 163,200 + 5,200 166,600 +3,400 
I 

TOTAL ... ... I 305,000 316,200 +11,200 323,400 +7,200 

• Ir-rata ta' mwiet u r-rata ta' twelid burna ba.i:.a ti fuq il-medji tas-snin bejn 1-1974 u 1-1976. 

Haddiema Disponibbli 

If-projections dwar 1-ghadd ta' nies li ghandhom l-eta biex jahdmu {1-irgiel 
minn 16 sa 64 u n-nisa minn 16 sa 59 sena) juru illi 1-ghadd ta' nies li jistghu jahdmu 
se jiidied b'mod qawwi matul il-names snm h ~ejjin jekk 1-emigrazzjoni netta tkun 
spiccat ghal kollox kif wiened qed jassumi. Ii-iieda medja fis-sena fil-ghadd ta' per­
suni li gnandhom l-eta biex jandmu hija stmata ii tkun madwar 2,500 (1,500 irgiel 
u 1,000 nisa). 

Mhux il-persuni kollha li jilnqu l-eta biex jandmu fil-fatt jagnmlu sehem mill­
labour force billi, minhabba ragunijiet diversi, mhux kull min jilhaq din l-eta bil­
~ors ikun k~paci jew ikun irid jahdem. Biex wiened jikkalkola 1-ghadd ta' mpiegi Ji 
Jkunu ~eht1ega, wiehed irid jagnmel stima tar-rata ta' partecipazzjoni, jigifieri, il­
proporzJon ta' persuni li jfittxu x-xoghol mill-popolazzjoni totali ta' persuni li onan-
dhom l-eta biex jandmu. o 

PROJECTIONS TAL-POPOLAZZJONI LI GHANDHA L-ETA' TAX-XOGMOL 

Tabella III.2 

1 Tibdil Tibdil 
1976 1979 1976/79 1981 1979/81 

I 
lrgiel bejn is-16 u I 

+4,8oo I 1-64 sena 93,000 97,800 100,400 +2,600 

Nisa bejn is-16 u I 
97,6oo I 

I 
d-59 sena 101,500 +3,900 102,800 + 1,300 

TOTAL ... 190,600 199,300 +8,700 203,200 +3,900 
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Jezistu rati differenti ta' partecipazzjoni kemm gnall-irgiel kif ukoll gnan-nisa; 
wanda mir-ragunijiet principali hija illi 1-biCca 1-kbira tan-nisa jnallu 1-impieg tagh­
hom wara Ii jizzewgu. Fl-1 976 ir-rata ta' partecipazzjoni tal-irgiel tk ienet ta' madwar 
92 fil-mija; huwa stmat illi din ir-rata tkompli ssenn matul il-names snin li gejjin. 

Ir-rata ta' parteCipazzjoni tan-nisa f'Malta - li kienet ta' ftit aktar minn 30 
fil-mija ft-ahnar ta1-1976 - hija, natura1ment, ferm aktar baxxa mir-rati li jezistu 
f'paj jizi ndustrjalizzati fejn ir-rata hija ta' madwar 50 fi1-mija jew aktar. Madan­
kollu, wiened jista' jassumi b'mod realistiku, illi r-rata ta' partecipazzjoni tan-nisa 
f'Malta aktarx li tizdied bil~bidliet fid-drawwiet socjali u bl-opportunitajiet li qed 
jizdiedu ft-edukazzjoni gnall-bniet. TI-provvista ta' naddiema nisa hija wkoll affet­
twata mill-opportunitajiet ta' mpiegi; f'dan ir-rigward, domanda akbar glial impiegi 
mill-irgiel tista' ttellef iz-zieda fir-rata ta' parteCipazzjoni tan-nisa. 

Domanda goal Haddiema 

Fi tmiem 1-1976 1-gnadd ta' persuni f'impieg bi qliegn kien ta' 110,500. Kien 
hemm ukoll madwar 4,900 ruh jirregistraw gnax-xognol, li jekk wiened jghoddhom 
ftimkien igibu 1-gnadd totali ta' haddiema disponibbli gna1115,400 run. Fuq il-bazi ta' 
projections godda, 1-gnadd ta' naddiema huwa mistenni 1i jizdied b'madwar 9,600 
run glial 125,000 sa 1-1979. 

L-gnadd totali ta' mpiegi godda li jridu jinnolqu, madankollu, mhux biss irid 
jiehu hsieb iz-zieda mistennija til-labour force, izda jrid ukoll jJalihaq mat-tibdil 
fin-natura ta1-impiegi li jehtieg 1i ssir bi1-bid1a strutturali ft-ekonomija Maltija. Glial­
hekk dal-impiegi godda jridu jlanhqu wkoll mal-litiega biex ikun hemm xogliol alter­
nattiv ghall-naddiema li llum qed jahdmu mas-Servizzi lnglizi u li se jisfaw b1a 
xogho1 ft-1979; mal-impiegi li ser jintilfu f'setturi ohra tal-ekonomija fejn hu mis­
tcnni Ji ser ikun hemm inqas nies jahdmu; u mal-impiegi li jridu jinliolqu f'attivita­
jiet direttament produttivi ghal gnadd ta' haddiema li llum jinsabu fil-korpi tax­
xognol. 

Progetti 1i jinsabu ghaddejja jew li ser isiru dalwaqt - bhar-Red China Dock; 
il-Marsa Shipbuilding Yard; progetti godda turistid; ditti tal-manifattura 1i ghad­
hom rna bdewx jipproducu; u attivitajiet konnessi - huma mistennija li ftimkien 
jipprovdu madwar nofs in-numru totali ta' mpiegi 1i hemm bzonn. 11-kumplament 
t al-impiegi huma mistennija 1i jigu provduti minn progetti li jinfetnu fis-snin U gej-
jin bha1a rizultat tad-diversi inizjattivi 1i jissemmew fit-tie1et taqsima ta' dan is-Sup- • 
pliment ta1-Pjan. 

PRODUZZJONI 

Sabiex jintlanqu 1-miri ta' mpiegi u biex isir 1-ahjar uzu mill-ghadd ta' naddie­
ma li huwa mahsub li se jkun hawn, huwa stmat illi ]-gross domestic product 
rejali jko1lu jikber b'rata medja ta' madwar 8 fil-mija fis-sena. L-espansjoni fil-pro­
duzzjoni rejali tkun ir-rizultat ta' zieda fil-gliadd ta' haddiema kif ukolJ ta' zieda 
generali ta' madwar 5 fil-mija fis-sena fil-produzzjoni rejali ta' kull haddiem. 

Fi1-perijodu bejn 1-1977 u 1-1979 ser ikollna f'Malta 1-egh1uq totali ta1-Bazi Mili­
tari Ngliza u minflokha se jkollna 1-izvilupp ta' attivita ekonomika, 1-aktar ta' natura 
direttament produttiva. Il-volum ta' produzzjoni tas-settur direttament produttjv 
irid jikber b'rata relattivament mghaggla biex ilahhaq mal-gnadd progettat ta' nad­
diema. 

Fis-scttur direttament produttiv, id-ditti tal-manifattura kif ukoll it-tiswija u 
)-bini tal-vapuri, ikollhom izidu b'mod sostanzjali 1-kontribut taghhom ghall-gmss 
domertic output u jzidu 1-proporzjon ta' produzzjoni ghall-esportazzjoni. Servizzi 
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ta' bejgh 1i jinkl udu t-turiiJmu, servizzi personali, xoghol bankarj u u s-settur. distri­
buttiv, burna mistennija wkoll li jzidu 1-kontribut taghhom fi.i-gross domestzc pro­
duct biex ilahhqu maz-i:ieda fl.-attivitajiet diretlament produttivi, anke jekk forsi 
b'rata inqas mghaggla. 

Hawnhekk it-turiiJmu jibqa' bliala wielied mis-setturi ewlenin tal-ii:vilupp fis­
sn1n li gejjin u jibqa' jkollu sehem importanti liafna sew ghal dak li hu qliegli ta' 
flus minn barra 1-pajjiz kif ukoll glial dak li gliandu x'jaqsam mal-impiegi. Dak li 
gliaddiet minnu 1-industrja tat-turiimu fil-gzejjer Maltin f'dal-anhar snin juri li 
rnexxielna nibnu fama bliala post tajjeb ghall-vaganzi fost oqsma internazzjonali li 
gliandhom x'jaq~mu mal-ivvjaggar. 

Madankollu, glialilcemm li nhajjru aktar turisti jigu Malta jibqa' dejjem wielied 
mill-glianijiet ,ewlenin tal-politika tal-iivilupp tal-industrja tat-turiimu, dejjem fil­
Emiti mposti mic-cokon ta' Malta u minn diffikultajiet olira socjali, jenlitieg li tin­
gnata attenzjoni akbar glial livelli oglila u ghal servizz aktar efficjenti fl.-industrja 
tat-turiiJmu. Fost 1-ghanijiet prinC:ipali 1-olira hemm ukoll tqassim ahjar fil-wasla ta' 
turisti li jigu Malta matul is-sena u t-tfittix ta' turisti minn postijiet godda permezz 
ta' reklamar effettiv u komunikazzjonijiet ahjar bejn Malta u pajjiii ohra. 

Huwa wkoll ta' mportanza kbira 1-fatt li 1-Gi:ejjer Maltin jibqgliu jiommu 1-po­
sizzjoni kompetittiva 1i ghandhom meta tqabi!lhom rna' centri ohra ta' turi:imu 
fil-Mediterran: waqt 1i 1-gliadd ta' facilitajiet ghall-akkomodazzjoni tat-turisti jen­
htieg H nzommuh dejjem quddiem gliajnejna. Hawnhekk, attenzjoni xierqa qieghda 
tingliata ghall-konveri:joni ta' proprjeta mlio!lija mis-Servizzi Nglizi li tista' ti~i 
wzata glial dan 1-iskop. 

INVESTIMENT 

Sabiex tintlaliaq 1-espansjoni progettata fil-produzzjoni domestika, tinlitieg nef­
qa relattivament kbira f'investiment. B'investiment hawnhekk wiehed jifhem kemm 
ix-xiri ta' tag!'lmir kapitali ghal produzzjoni diretta kif ukoll in-nefqa sabiex jit­
wettqu progetti ta' infrastruttura. Rigward il-programm ta' infrastruttura li jidher 
fi1-Pjan ta' Seba' Snin, gliadd ta' progetti fis-settur pubbliku jew diga tlestew gha1 
kollox u saret ga n-nefqa mehtiega jew inkella waslu biex jitlestew. TI-progetti li 
mistennija jitlestew qabel 1-1979 jinkludu 1-ii:vilupp ta' 1-ajruport u tal-Port il-Kbir, 
telekomunikazzjonijiet interni u rna' barra, 1-espansjoni tas-sistema li tiggenera 
1-elettriku, 1-estensjoni tas-sistema tad-drenagg, 1-immodernizzar ta' 1-isptarijiet u 
1-bini ta' djar. 

Progetti direttament produttivi 1i jinsabu ghaddejjin jinkludu 1-izvilupp tat­
Tarzna, il-Marsa Shipbuilding Yard, il-programm tal-bini ta' fabbriki, il-progetti 
tal-biedja u tas-sajd u 1-immodernizzar ta' 1-impjant ghall-pasturizzazzjoni tal-ha1ib. 
Progetti ohra malisuba biex jitwettqu matul is-snin li gejjin jinkludu 1-izvilupp ta' 
Marsaxlokk biex ikun jista' jipprovdi facilitajiet moderni specjalment 
ghat-trasbord; u r-recycling ta' skart solidu u likwidu biex ikollna metodu min­
ghajr periklu ta' kif wiehed jiddisponi rninnu waqt li fl.-istess hin ikollna kompost 
biex in~anhl:l 1-~~mrija_ u_ nir;ekla~aw _1-art _u jko~lna ilma tat-tisqija ghall-agrikol­
tu_ra. L-IstadJu 1t _Jkun lmiss f d_an 11-p_rog~tt h bhah~~a qieglied jigi studjat, ikun kif 
Wiened ghandu _J'}-ad~af ~an 1-Jima b.IeX _Jaghm)u _tane? nalli jerga' jinxtehet fl.~qui­
f~r. Dan. ~oll~ J~Ir. fhmk1en mal-p~o&etti 1-?hr,a It d1ga qeghdin jitliaddmu biex jiz­
died~ r-rizorsi ta 1-Jima permezz ta 1-Iskemi ta boreholes u lqugh biex jingabar 1-ilma 
taX-XIta. 

. Min barr~ 1-ispiza kapitali mill-~ vern fuq daw~ il-progetti kbar mis-settur pub­
bhku. u oli~aJn ta :np?r~a~~a re~attivament anqas, _I~un jinlitieg ukoll aktar kapital 
glial I~vesttment f ~~ttvitaJiet _dnett~ment prodl:lttiVl bliall-manifattura u intraprii:i 
ohra li 1-Gvern se )ldliol ghahhom Jew wahdu Jew fuq bai:i ta' shubija ma' intra-
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prendituri lokali u barranin: b'hekk jii:diedu 1-isforzi ta' dawn 1-ahhar ftit snin 
biex f'Malta jkun hawn ekonomija mista. 

Biex jiffinanzja din 1-ispiza kapitali relattivament kbira, il-Gvern se jkompli 
jiddependi fuq il-vitalita tal-ekonomija lokali biex tiggenera qliegh bizzejjed ta' flus 
minn sorsi nterni u fuq il-qliegh minn investimenti barra 1-pajjiz. Ma' dal-flus ii­
Gvern ghandu wkoll ghad-disposizzjoni tieghu faCilitajiet mill-aktar favorevoli ghal 
self ta' flus sew mill-Komunita Ekonomika Ewropea, kif ukoll mic-Cina, il-Cerman­
ja tal-Punent, 1-Arabja Sawdija u pajjiii ohra hbieb. 

Tabilhaqq, 1-isforzi kbar tal-Gvern biex jakkwista rizorsi ohra finanzjarji glial 
skopijiet ta' investiment dal-ahnar kellhom rizultati mill-aktar sodisfacenti. Huwa 
1-hsieb ta1-Gvern Ii jkompli jipprova jgib aktar flus bhal dawn fis-snin li gejjin pe­
ress li self ta' flus b'rati favorevoli minn Gvernijiet jew organizzazzjonijiet barranin, 
meta jigi w:lat biex jiffinanzja progetti mportanti ta' zvilupp, huwa ta' beneficcju 
kbir g hall-ekonomija ta' Malta. 

Is-Saudi Fund Development, per ezempju, diga qabel li jaghti self ta' hmistax-il 
miljun dollaru b'imghax baxx ghall-izvilupp ta' Marsaxlokk. L-Arabja Sawdija se 
thajjar pajjizi ohra Gharab biex jipprovdu aktar flus gnal dal-progett. 

I!-Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development qabel ukoll 1i jikkonsidra li 
jaghti lil Malta self b'rati favorevoli ghall-progett li permezz tieghu 1-iskart solidu 
u likwidu jerga' jigi wzat. It-thejjija dettaljata tal-progett dalwaqt tingliata lil wahda 
fost grupp ta' ditti ta' konsulenti. L-aktar li se jibbenefika se jkun il-progett kope­
rativ ta' 'lira' u Rabbi' li gie mwieghed ukoll aktar ghajnuna teknika minn barra 
1-pajjiz. 

If-Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development qabel uko]] li jgl'lin fl-iffinan­
zjar tal-progett ghas-sajd fuq il-bazi tar-rapporti dwar il-feasibility u 1-preparaz­
zjoni ta' dan il-progett li thejjew mill-FAO. II-hsieb ewlieni huwa li titwaqqaf flotta 
moderna tas-sajd komposta minn ghadd ta' trawlers ta' qawwa medja li jistghu jis­
tadu fuq bazi kummercjali f'irqajja' tas-sajd li ghadhom mhux jinhadmu u li huma 
ftit jew wisq produttivi: dawn il-postijiet tajbin gnas-sajd sabhom il-vapur ta' ricerka 
" Jurong" li matul 1-1976 / 77 kien inghata Iii Malta mill-FAO/UNDP. Hemm il-hsieb 
li ghadd ta' tratders minn din il-flotta tas-sajd jinbnew fit-Tarzna ta' Malta ghal­
kemm sabiex il-progett ikun jista' jibda fl-ewwel nofs tas-sena 1978 huwa mahsub li 
jridu jsiru arrangamenti ohra fosthom il-kiri ta' xi vapuri. 

KUMMERC BARRANI U PAGAMENTI 

Matul dan il-perijodu ta' espansjoni ekonomika mghaggla se jkun hcmm htic~a 
akbar ghall-importazzjoni ta' kull xorta ta' prodotti u 1-artar ta' taghmir kapitali 
u ta' •materja prima mehtiega jekk irridu nilhqu 1-volum ta' produzzjoni ndustrjali 
li hemm malisub. 

Ghaldaqstant wiehed irid joqghod attent ghad-domanda glial oggetti ta' kon­
sum u se jsir kull sforz matul dan iz-Z.mien hiex kemm jista' intaffu z-zieda fl-im­
portazzjoni ta' oggetti ghall-konsum u 1-izjed ta' oggctti li wiehed xorta jghaddi 
minghajrhom. 

Biex nevitaw id-diffikultajiet fil-bilanc tal-pagamenti jenhtieg li nrazznu z-zieda 
fl-importazzjoni ta' oggetti u servizzi ghal rata relattivament aktar baxxa miz-zieda 
Ji nixtiequ li jkun hemm fil-qliegh mill-esportazzjoni ta' oggctti u servizzi. Dan hu 
necessarju biex inzommu haxx kcmm iista' jkun 1-ishilanc tradizzjonali minn tran­
sazzjonijiet ta' og~etti u scrvizzi hie~ hckk inkunu nistghu naghmlu -tajjeh ghal!h 
pcrmczz ta' trasferimenti ta' flus fuq kont kurrcnti u kapitali minghajr rna jkollna 
ghalfejn induru fuq ir-rizervi. 11-bi lanc tal-pagamenti, naturalm€nt, ikun jiddependi 
hafna miz-zieda fil-prezzijiet barra minn Malta u minn tibdil fit-termini tal-kum­
merc. 

-
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IV - OPPORTUNITAJIET CODDA GMALL-IZVILUPP 

Il-Gvern Laburista nadem bla sernan minn kemm ilu fil-Gvem mill'l-1971 biex 
j~hti dimensjoni gdida lill-najja Maltija. Bhala rizultat tal-hi'Clma tiegliu, issa kisbet 
sanha sewwa u rabbi'et gneruq hoxni1n fost il-Maltin x-xewqa li naglim'h1 Malta bnala 
c-centru fil-Mediterran, hielsa minn kull irbit mis-super-potenzi izda marbuta his­
shin mal-kawza ta' xoghol iebes u paCi. 

Flimkien mai...Lsforzi ta' Malta biex tgnix liajja gdida kien hemrn ukoli sforzi 
kbar biex inwettqu b'mod prattiku dawn il-proposti nallli jaghtu kontrrbut siewi 
lill..ek:onomija ta' Mtalta u nalli jkun haw'll fre<h1m regjoooli akbar. Fi :llmrien meta 
n-nazzjon ghandu quddiem'u 1-aktar biCca xoghol' iebsa fi zmien il-pad, il-Gvern 
La:burista dejjem heggeg liU-pajjiz biex jgnin Jli1fu nnifsu u biex jikkonsidra bhala 
principju ewlieni li x-xogliol ghandu jkun il-pedament li fuqu ghandna nibnu 1-isforzi 
rtJaghna fis-snin li gejjin. Dawn il-principji se jidhru dejjem aktar fis-snin li gejjin hekk 
kif in-nazzjon jintefa' b'herqa biex iwettaq 1-glianijiet li huma maghrufa sew u li 
jridu jsiru bi tnejjija gnal bidu tal-hajja gdida ta' Malta f'April 1979, u fis-snin li jigu 
wara. 

Minn mindu 1-elettorat Malti gedded il-mandat tieghu f'Settembru ta' 1-1976, il­
Gvern Laburista sahhah kemm felah it-thejjija tal-pjani tieghu biex ikun jista' jwet­
taq ix-xogliJijiet kbar li gnandu quddieunu. Ix-xogno1 fuq progetti klbar ta' zvi1upp 
qabad rittmu aktar mghaggel. L-isforzi biex ingibu lejn il-pajjiz investimenti barranin 
qed isiru b'lierqa akbar, u dalwaqt jibda x-xogliol fuq zewg oqsma n:dustrjali godda 
fir-Rikazli u Mal-Far biex ikollna fabbriki bii:zejjed. 

Fl-istess nin, il-Gvern qed jandem ibis.-snin fuq progetti u skemi olira li jistghu 
jagntu kontribut siewi gnall-izvilupp ta' Malta. Dawn Q-inizjattivi ko}fua qeglidin 
isi!ru flimkien rna' mizuri onra biex ink~bb.m 1-produttivita nazzjona]j u biex innennu 
d-<kawwiet ta' nela li writna miJil-imglioddi u li rna ghandhomx aktar post f'kOilll­
munita moderna, 1i hi lesta tandem •bis-snih biex tilliaq 1-glianijret li gliandha 
quddiemha. 

MANIFATTURA 
ll-Gvem baqa' jzomm sod rna' dak li ik.ien intqal fil-Pjan ta' Zvi1upp dwar lis­

sehem importanti tal-industrja tal-manifattura 'U xorta gliadu jqis. il-produzzjoni 
ndustrjaH bliala settur J .. izjed importanti fl-iivilupp ta' Malta. li-Gvern glialhekk ga 
zied sew 1-isforzi tieghu biex ihajjar kemu:n jiflali u jghin it-twaqqif ta' ditti tal­
ma~niiattura f'Malta. 

Ghalhekk qed isiru sforzi kbar biex innajjru 1-investiment minn 1bosta pajjiZi 
fl-Ewropa, il-kontinent Amerikan u 1-Asja. Il-Gvern gliandu fehma soda 1i dawn 1-
isforzi jirnexxu u qieghed ifittex ghajnuna minn barra biex inwaqqfu fuq iliilnji pro­
fessjonali moderni grupp efficjenti ta' nies Maltin mliarrgin fit-thajjir tal-investi­
menti u f'affarijiet olira li ghandhom x'jaqsmu rna' dax-xoghol. Ix-xoghol ewHeni ta' 
dan il-grupp ikun li jagnmel minn kollox biex ifittex, iwaqqaf u jzomm kuntatt rna' 
investituri statali u privati barranin li jistghu jinvestu f'pajjizna u li ji:rreklama lrl 
Malta bnala post li joffri potenzjal kbir ghall-izvilupp industrjali u li gnandu tamiet 
kbar ghall..gejjieni. Huwa mahsub iHi jekk noholqu din id-dehra gdida, .i:l-proeess biex 
naghmlu Malta post industrjali jkollu warajh dik ix-xorta ta' investiment illi fuqu 
jiddependi bis-shih ill-gejjieni ekonomiku taghna. 

Ghaldaqst~nt issa qed inhossu illi f'_~an il-waqt il-banek kummercjali lokali u 
I-lm•estment Fmance Bank ghandhom pehdu sehem akbar A-isforzi biex innajjru 
in.vcstimcnti b~rr~~in !'Malta. D?wn 1-istituzzjonijiet, bil-kuntatti li ghandhom barra 
m;•nn Malta, ~~r~r~z.orst .u 1-~sr~.I'Je~z~ t~ghhom, ,ghandhom .. is~a jippartecipaw aktar 
dtrcttamcnt btllt 1s•bu hi mm JISta pssteheb rna Malta A-tzvtlupp ekonomiku taah­
na,. u ftimki~n m~l-Malt~ Develop1~wn? ~orpora_tiorz ihajjru il-partecipazzjoni ta' 
kapttal statah u prtvat mtnn barra btex mzommu rr-ntmu ta' espansjoni ndustrjali. 
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Ir-rizultati inkoragganti IJi ksibna dan 1-annar fl-isforzi taghna biex itnnajjru 
kumpaniji sodi Inglizi jinvestu f'Malta wrewna illi wkoll fi zmien meta entrepreneurs 
f'pajjizi ndustrjalizzati jahsbuha datbtejn biex jiehdu deCizjonijiet dwa1r 1-i,nvesti­
menli•, Malta ghadha xorta wahda tista' toffri vantaggi kbar bhala post industrjalli 
Iii kull min jithajjar jinvesti - vantaggi E jeghilbu kull konsiderazzjoni ohra. Ghal­
hekk Malta tista' toffri haddiema dixxipl~nati hafna u kapaci, spejjez ta' produz­
zjoni relattivament baxxi, stcrbi1ita politika u ndustrja!li u access ghal swieq Ewropej 
u Gharab. Barra minn dan kollu, Malta tista' ukol'l toffri '1iJ ditti li mhumriex fil­
Komlmunita Ekonomika Ewropeja il-possitbilita Oi jdalihlu 1-pradotti taghhom min­
ghajr dazju f'pajjizi tas-Suq Komuni. 

Dawn il-vantaggi jkomplu jizdiedu bil-fatt illi his-sistema ta' snubija 1i 1-Gvern 
Malti dejjem ihajjar, teknologija ndustrjali avvanzata, gejja 1-aktar minn pajjizi zvi­
luppati tal-Punent, tista' faCilment tingliaqad f'Malta mar-rizorsi finanzjarji minn 
pajjjzi Gharab u b'hekk din is-shubija tizgura ruhha mill-access ghas-swieq Ghanb 
1i ghadhom relattivament mihux milttiefsa. Jekk jirnexxielna ngibu dawn iz-zewg 
partiji·et ftiJmkien biex iwaqqfu processi ndustrjali f'Malta, dawn ·1-inizjattivi bi shab 
mhux biss joholqu opportunitajiet ta' mpieg produttiv gha11-naddiema Ma'Ltin izda 
jgninu ukoll biex inqieghdu s-settur industrjali ta' Ma'l'ta fuq bazi soda li jaghti kon­
tribuzzjoni siewi lill-izvilupp ekonomiku ta' Malta. 

F[imkien rna' dan, wiefied irid izOI!l11tn ukoll quddiem gnajnejh is-s~hem % mis­
tennija jaghtu 1-intraprizi li bhalissa qegndin taht idejn il-poplu permezz tal-Gvern. 
L-enfasi 1-izjed qawwi se jkun fuq iJ-htiega Ii dawn itejjbu 1-attiv,itajiet taghhom 
waqt li jsahliu 1-organizzazzjoni taghhom biex hekk ikunu jistghu jagntu sehem 
aktar siewi fi-izvilupp industrjaq~ tal~jjiz. Fis-snin li gejjin ser nibqgnu nliabbtu 
wiCcna rna' problemi ta' organizzazzjonci. teknika u ta' idejat socjali godda. Gna'l­
daqstant, wanda mill-ewwel affarijiet li jenhtieg issir lhi 1-izvilupp ta' esperjenza 
lokali fil-qasam taJ-"Management", b'mod li wiehed ikun jista' jiehu passi iiberi 
nallli jintlahqu 1-ghanijiet ta' produzzjoni u ta' bejgh. 

Fl-istess hin, minhabba parteCipazzjoni li qieghda dejjem tikber mill-haddiema 
waqt lci. jittiehdu d-deCizjonijiet fuq ~1-post tax-xoghol, se jkun hemm il-htiega ta' 
metodi godda u ft-istess hin flessibbli gnal dik Ii hija tmexxija ta' dal-postijiet. 
M'ghandniex xi nghidu, il-pajjiz ikun irid ipatti ta' dan kollu ghax sakemm wiehed 
jitghallem, jenhtieg 1i 1-pajjiz ihallas. Dan il-hlas perc) huwa fih innifsu parti mill­
process ta' taghlim u ta' esperjenzi godda li minnu tinsab gliaddejja f'das-snin 1-eko­
nomija Jokali. L-ghan ta' dawn 1-intraprizi ndustrjali fl-ahhar mill-anhar hu t-tmex­
xija mill-liaddiema nnifishom 1i jsiru s-sidien ta' dal-postijiet. Izda jkun zball jekk 
wiened jistenna li 1-haddiema wenedhom ser jerfghu fuq spallejhom il-piz koHu tat­
tmexxija ta' dawn 1-industrji qabel rna dawn ikunu qamu fuq saqajhom sew. 

Intraprizi bi shah 

Il-fatti illi Malta qed tigbed lejn ix-xtut tagl'lha 1-investimenti ta' flus Gharab 
f'intraprizi produttivi fuq bazi ta' snubija bejn kapital lokali u nvestiment barrani 
huwa sinjal car tal-fiducja qawwija li hawn fl-izvilupp ekonomiku li jista' jkun hawn 
f'pajjizna. Fis-snin li gejjin se jsiru aktar sforzi biex inhajjru u nkabbru 1-investiment 
ta' kapital Gharbi fl-ekonomija Maltija u biex iniidu u nifirxu aktar is-sehem Gliarbi 
fis-settur tal-manifattura lokali. 

Kien b'dan 1-ghan iiJi f'Ottubru tal-19i5 iJ-Gvern Malti u 1-Gvern Libjan Jahqu 
ftehim .dwar it-twaqqif tal-Libyan Arab Maltese Holding Company Limited biex tiz­
viJuppa u twaqqaf progetti ndustrjali, kummercjali, finanzjarji \1 tas-sajd u attivita­
jiet onr,a li ghandhom x'jaqsmu rna' dawn u perme~z ta' hekk jimxi aktar 'il qud­
diem il-process ta' industrjalizzazzjoni fiz-zewg pajjiii b'mod kumplimentari. II­
kapita1 originali tal-Holding Company li kien ta' £M2 miljuni aktar tard zdied 
b'£M6.1 miljuni f'Lulju tal-1 976. 

-
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L-attivitajiet tal-Libyan Arab Maltese Holding Company Limited kienu sa issa 
nkoragganti ferm u rnir-rizultati li diga nkisbu jidher li hernrn il-possibilita l i jizdiedu 
I~kuntatti ndustrjali u progetti ta' investiment bi snab bejn iz-zewg pajjizi. F'Awissu 
tal-1976 ii-Libyan Arab Maltese Holding Company Limited gharnlet 1-ewwel deciz­
joni mportanti meta nadet hamsin fil-mija mill-ishma tal-Malta Shipbuilding Com­
pany Ltd Ii qed tienu nsieb il-bini u t-tmexxija tat-tarzna 1-gdida ghall-bini tal-vapuri 
fil-Me:rsa. 

Il-Holding Company nadet it-tieni pass kbir tagnha f'Marzu tal-1977 meta flim­
kien rnal-kumpannija gganteska Braziljana, Madebras, twaqqfet il-Marlibras Inter­
national Trading Company Limited b'kapital awtorizzat ta' zewg miljun lira Maltin. 
Skond il-ftehirn rnilnuq rna' Madebras. Malta ser t:ntuia bhala centru biex timporta. 
tahzen, tnixxef u tqassam injam Braziljan lejn swieq fi-Ewropa, fil-Lvant Nofsani u 
ft-Afrika (ghalissa minbarra 1-Algerija, Spanja u !-Iraq). Marlibras International Trad­
ing Company Limited, madankollu, mhux ser tiehu hsieb biss li timporta, tippro­
cessa u terga' tesporta 1-injam. Skond il-ftehim ser jitwaqqfu wkotl diversi kum­
pan:nliji susS!idjarji biex jimmaniflatturaw prodotti ta' 1-injarn, inkluzi panewijiet, 
forom, bibien u twieqi, mankijiet gnall-ghodod ta' 1-idejn, u gharnara dornestika u 
nduSitlrjaili. 

Dan hu t~tip ta' progett bi snab li s-settur ndustrjali ta' Malta jentieg - ftehim 
ma' interessi qawwija barranin li permezz tiegnu esperjenza teknika minn barra tin­
gl'iaqad rna' prospetti tajba ta' bejgh fi swieq barra fuq ill-bazi ta' shubija bejn kapita'l 
lokali u barrani. F'perijodu relattivament qasir rninn rnindu twaqqet, il-Libyan 
Arab Maltese Holding Company Limited diga stabbiliet runha bhala organ.izzaz­
zjoni dinamika u 1-hin kollu qed tfittex diversi oqsrna godda ta' zvilupp bejn iz-zewg 
nahat. II-Holding Company qeghda wkoll tistudja bir-reqqa, fost progetti onra, it­
twaqqif ta' raffinerija taz-zokkor f'Ma'lta li tkun tista' tlannaq rnal-ntigiet ta' Malta 
u tal-Libja u tkun tista' wkoll tesporta lejn pajjizi ohra. 

TI-ftehim bilaterali ta' koperazzjoni ekonomika u teknika li saru rna' bosta paj­
ji:i;i fosthom il-Jugos1avja. il-Pakistan, Spanja, u pajjizi hbieb ohra, ghandhom ighinu 
biex inwaqqfu rabtiet ekonomiCi ahjar rna' dawn ijl-pajjizi u fost ohrajn il-possibililta 
li nwaqqfu progetti bi shab permezz ta' investirnenti rna' organizzazzjonijiet privati 
u/jew pubblici. Dawn ir-re1azzjonijiet godda jistghu jagntu sehem siewi fl-izvilupp 
ndustrjali ta' Malta billi b'hekk nistgnu nwaqqfu kuntatti u naghrfu anjar il-kwalita 
ta' prodotti li jistgnu jkunu ta' nteress gnaz-zewg nahat kemm f'dik li hi produzzjoni 
kif ukoH ghall-bejgh. 

Zvilupp ta' Ndustrji tal-Metall 

Post il-varjeta' ta' processi ndustrjali li jidhru li joffru potenzjal kbir nafna gnall­
investiment f'Malta, 1-industrji tal-rnetall u s-settur ta' 1-inginerija ndustrjali b'mod 
partikolari, joffru vantaggi konsiderevoli. Malta minn zmien twil kellha haddiema 
bi snajja' ta' 1-inginerija rninbabba li glial hafna snin kellna x'naqsmu hafna rnat­
tiswija tal-vapuri u gnaldaqstant gnandna nafna baddiema tas-sengba Ji dan is-settur 
ta' 1-industrja jkun jelitieg. Minbarra dan, snajja' aktar avvanzati u aktar sofisti­
kati jistgnu jizdiedu u jigu zviluppati fi zrnien qasir. 

Il-prodotti tal-inginerija jnaddmu ghadd relattivament kbir ta' nies u ohand­
hom kontenut qa~wi. t~' z_ie~a lokali fil-valur. Gnal~ekk 1-izvilupp ta' 1-indust~ji tal­
met~ll ghand~ pnJon~a ~llh ?an ukoll fl-a~~ar mlll-ahhar ignin biex is-settur tal­
mamf~ttura f M~lta n~?~tv~rst.fik~wh u rna Jl?qax marbut iz-zejjed fuq it-tessuti u 
l~~amfattu~a t~ nWeJJeg h ~If. Jaf. kulnadd 1batu nafna minn kondizzjonijiet ta' 
b.eJg~ fi S';teq. m~er~azZJOnah h xe1n rna huma sodi u li jbatu sew rninn caqliq ta ' 
stkwtt. Ta rnm )ght~. hawnhekk h. fl-~976 dal-prodotti bejniethom kienu jlanhqu 
glial mad war 38 fil-mtJa tal-produzzJOnt totali ta' 1-industrja tal-manifattura f'Malta. 
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Glialdaqstant rna gliandna niti1fu 1-ebda opportunita biex inwaqqfu. f'Malt~ 
dawn 1-attivitajiet ndustrjali u ndustrjalisti li jitliajjru jwaqqfu dawn 1-mdustr]l 
f'Malta - minbarra li bemm ga diversi attrazzjonijiet x'iliajjrubom - ghandhom 
ukoll jitliajjru bid-deCizjoni tal-Gvern biex inwaqqfu ronderija centrali bie~ taqd! 
l-litigiet lokali. B'kollaborazzjoni sliilia mal-UNIDO il-Gvern qed jikkuns1dra 11 
jwaqqaf ukoll il-Metallndustries Development Centre. Malli jitwaqqaf dan iC-cen~ru 
u jibda jalidem fuq bazi regolari, Malta gliandha ssir post li jkollu izjed x'joffri b1ex 
inajjar li jitwaqqfu ndustrji godda ta' 1-inginerija tal-metal! izjed u izjed minhabba 
1-gliadd ta' liaddiema mharrga apposta glial dan ix-xogliol. Industrji tal-metall li ga 
ghandna f'Malta jistgliu jgawdu wkoll mill-hidma tal-Metal Industries Development 
Centre lise jgliin biex ikollna teknika aqwa ta' produzzjoni u facilitajiet ahjar gliall­
bejgh ta' dal-prodotti. 

11-Metal Industries Development Centre ser jgliin b'mod pozittiv ukoll fl-espan­
sjoni u x'aktarx li jgbin ukoll fid-diversifikazzjoni ta' ndustrji 1i ga ghandna. Midrna 
olira importanti tac-Centru se tkun li tagb.Zel il-processi godda ta' xoghol tal-metal! 
u t-tipi godda ta' attivitajiet fis-settur tal-inginerija li jistghu jsiru f'Malta skond 
il-prospetti ta' bejgli 1i jkollbom fis-swieq barranin. 

Barra rninn bekk, dan ic-Centru - li mistenni li jitmexxa fil-bidu rninn project 
manager barrani - bemm il-lisieb ukoll li jipprovdi 1-appogg tekniku u 1-esperjenza 
Ji burna melitiega fil-manifattura ta' prodotti diversi ta' inginerija f'industrji godda 
jew li diga jeiistu; dac-Centru se jara wkoll kif jizvi)uppa u jgholli 1-livell tas-snajja' 
Iokali f'dak li huwa disinn, ippjanar u produzzjoni, u wkoll tahrig fuq ix-xogliol 
f'teknika moderna tal-manifattura. IC-centru jista' jkollu sehern qawwi wkoll fit­
twaqqif ta' ndustrji godda fil-qasam ta' precision engineering. 

Relazzjon~jiet bejn Malta u 1-Kommunita Ekonomika Ewropeja 

Dawn 1-inizjattivi prattici biex iniidu 1-produzzjoni ndustrjali ta' Malta fihom 
innifishom rna humiex bizzejjed. Jehtieg ukoll li maglihom isiru sforzi olira biex 
niksbu u nzommu swieq akbar barra minn Malta fejn inkunu nistgliu nbieghu gliadd 
akbar ta' prodotti Maltin; jelitiegu wkoll mizuri biex nizguraw li fis-snin 1i gejjin 
1-industrji Maltin jkunu jistgliu jzommu fuq saqajhom u jkunu kapaci wkoll li jik­
kompetu fi swieq barranin. 

Is-sebem tal-Komrnunita Ekonomika Ewropeja fil-process ta' zvilupp ta' Malta 
buwa gbalhekk importanti liafna gliaU-Gvern u glialkemrn ir-relazzjonijiet mal-Korn­
munita ssahbu, Malta gbadha qed tipprova tikseb sbubija aktar siewja mal-Korn­
munita b'mod li tkun ta' gliajnuna poiittiva biex Malta tkun tista' tibni s-saliha 
ekonomika tagliba. 

ld-difetti principali fil-Ftehirn .ta' Assocjazzjoni rnai-Kornrnunita Ekonornika 
Ewropeja li gie ffirmat fi-1970 kienu cari hafna. It-tnehliija ftit ftit tat-tariffi, glial­
kemm tat 1-opportunita lill-industrji Maltin li jidhlu u jippruvaw ibiegliu 1-prodotti 
tagbhom fi swieq Ewropej biex ipattu gbac-cokon fid-daqs tas-suq lokali li kulbadd 
jaf bib, kienet tfisser ukoll, iida, li 1-industrja Maltija sabet ruhha qed tliabbatha 
f'kompetizzjoni diretta rna' industrji ohra Ewropej ferm aktar b'sahhithorn meta 
kien jidher car Ii 1-industrja Maltija rna kenitx kapaCi taglirnel dan. Is-settur industrja­
li Malti gliadu ckejken wisq u gliadu relattivarnent bla esperjenza u miftuh wisq: u 
barra rninn hekk jonqsu sewwa kemm 1-esperjenza fit-tmexxija kif ukoll fit-tekno­
logija; is-settur industrjali jiddependi liafna wkoll fuq materja prima importata. 
Minhabba dan kollu, il-Ftebim ta' Assocjazzjoni origina1i rna kienx na hsieb biz­
zejjed tal-industrja Maltija li kienet ghadha qieghda tikber u rna t1arishiex bizzejjed 
mill-kompetizzjoni ta' industrji aktar qawwija fil-Komrnunita Ekonornika Ewro­
peja. ll-Ftehirn ta' Assocjazzjoni naqas ukoll 1i jaliseb ghal sehem aktar dirett mill­
Kommunita Ekonomika Ewropeja fit-tliajjir 1ejn Malta ta' kumpanniji ndustrjali 
kbar Ewropej biex jaglitu s-sehern dirett tagnborn huma wko]l fl-izvilupp tas-settur 
ind ustrjali f'Malta. 
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L-isforzi tal-Gvern biex jirrevedi 1-Ftehirn ta' Assocjazzjoni . rnal.-Kommunita 
Ekonornika Ewropeja fl-anhar kisbu success f'Marzu ta~-19?.?· Il-fteh1rn ~~.~ed.ut. ~~ux 
biss jinkludi rnizuri biex jissanhu u jikbru r-relazzJ~mpet .ekonornJCl .ll. Jezistu 
taht il-ftehim originali izda jorbot ukoll lill-Kommumta u Ill Malta h ~~~qqfu 
diversi xorta ta' koperazzjoni bil-ghan li dawn jagntu s-sehem tagnhom fi-IZVI!upp 
ta' Malta, u jsanhu r-rabtiet ezistenti ekonomici. Din il-koperazzjoni bejn il-Kom­
rnunita u Malta ghandha tizviluppa, b'mod partikolari, is-.sehem tal-Komml:lnita .fl­
izvilupp tal-attivita produttiva u .tal-infras.t.ruttura e~onom~ka. ~a' ~alta sab1~x ~~d­
diversifikaw 1-istruttura ekonom1ka tal-gz1ra; fil-bejgh ta oggett1 esportat1 mmn 
Malta; fit-twettiq tal-prograrnrn ta' zvilupp industrjali ta' Malta li jinklu?i t-~waqg~f 
ta' rabtiet u kuntatti bejn min ifassal il-politika ndustrjali tal-Kommumta, mvestl­
turi, u kumpanniji ndustrjali u ditti Maltin. 

Il-Ftehim ta' Assocjazzjoni rived ut fih ukoll Protokoll Finanzjarju li perrnezz 
tiegnu 1-Kommunita weghdet total ta' 26 miljun unit of account biex bihom tiehu 
sehem fl-iffmanzjar ta' progetti mahsuba biex jikkontribwixxu ghall-izvilupp eko­
nomiku u socjali ta' Malta. Din is-somma tinqasam f'l6-il miljun unit of account 
f'forma ta' self mill-European Investment Bank b'kondizzjonijiet normali; 5 miljun 
unit of account f'forma ta' self b'rati specjali; u gnotja ta' 5 miljun unit of account. 
Dawn il-fondi se jintuzaw biex bihom niffinanzjaw progetti shan jew parti minn 
progetti bhal ngnidu anna progetti kapitali fl-oqsma ta' produzzjoni u ta' infras­
truttura ekonomika u socjali u programmi ta. koperazzjoni teknika. 

ll-Protokoll Finanzjarju tal-Ftehim Rivedut kien jentieg li jigi ratifikat mill­
Istati Mernbri; izda 1-Komrnunita dal-anhar qablet li 1-koperazzjoni rna' Malta skond 
il-Ftehim Rivedut tista' tibda ssenn ukoll jekk dak il-Protokoll ghadu rna giex 
ratifikat. Dan ifisser li Malta issa tista' tibda taghrnel uzu rnill-gnajnuna teknika u 
finanzjarja tal-Kommunita; u gnalhekk sar ftehirn li gnandu jitwaqqaf grupp ta' 
esperti Ewropcj bicx jaraw x'inhuma sewwa sew il-ntigiet industrjali ta' Malta u 
jaraw ukoll min jistgnu jkunu s-snab Ewropej taglina gtial progetti bi shab rnal­
Maltin. 

Malta kisbet ukoll, perrnezz tal-Ftehirn Rivedut, access glial teknologija Ewro­
peja li hi 1-aktar adattata gha11-ntigiet partikolari taghha. Hija x-xewqa soda tal­
Gvern li juza kernrn jiflan din 1-opportunita fis-snin Ii gejjin biex istituzzjonijiet 
Maltin ikunu jistgnu jimxu mal-progress teknologiku barra minn Malta li jista' jkun 
ta' beneficcju prattiku u ta' nteress dirett glialina f'Malta. Dan !-access ghal taghrif 
ta' ricerka fi-Ewropa huwa tassew ta' siwi kbir gnalina gnax rninhabba c-cokon 
taghna, Malta rna tista' qatt ikollha t-teknologija taghha stess u jkollha bil-fors 
taqa' fuq kuntatti simili rna' istituzzjonijiet Ewropej ta' zvilupp u ricerka. 

Il-kunta~ti tal-bidu li ~aqqfu bejn id-Directorate General for Research, Science 
and Ed!"catwn u, mal-fo_mt !?-esearclz c;_entre ~ai-Kummi~sjoni tal-Kommunitajiet 
~wrop.eJ huma ta. kuragg kb1r. Bhala r~zultat, 1ssa qed nistennew li koperazzjoni 
f dan 1!-gas~rn be_Jn ~alta u 1-Kommumta Ekonomika Ewropeja tinkludi d-doku­
me~tazzJ~m t~kmka. ~1 gna~dha x'.taqsam mal-htigiet ta' Malta; zjajjar minn xjen­
z.a~I. Mal~m fi-Ist~bbthf!I~nti t~l-/oz~t. Re~earch Centre u attendenza glial korsijiet 
II JSI~u .f ?awn 1.-.tstabbthn:t~~~I; p~m mm~ esperti fuq diffikultajiet tekniCi parti­
kolan 1~ Jkun~ JI?-klud':l. ZJaJJa.r f Mal.ta mmn ufficjal tal-Kummissjoni u d-<lhul ta' 
student1 M~l!' fl-~~t,abblhm~ntl tal-fo!nt R_~s~0:rch Centre skond ir-regoli li jezistu 
fil-K~~umta. D1ga ~tg.nazlu set.tun ~pe~Ifici ghall-koperazzjoni xjentifika u tek­
nologika u fost .~awn I.nsi~u 1-ap~hkaz~JO~J tal-energija tax-xernx biex tiggenera sha­
n a, kesn~, refngera~zJon.'! ~esahnazZJODl u 1-produzzjoni ta' 1-elettriku · il-harsien 
ta' 1-an:bJent ~·enfas1 SJ?eCJah. fu9 p~oble~~ ta' tniggiz tal-arja u tal-ilma u' ta' kirnika 
yelenuz.a;. u 1-tstandardlzzazzJont ta affanJiet li gnandhom x'jaqsrnu rna' atti ·t .. t 
mdustnah. VI aJie 

.M'he~m~. ghalfejn li .wiened jishaq fuq il-vantaggi cari 1i jkollna ·ekk ro-
dottl .Maltm pdnlu aktar hberament fi swieq Ewrope1· Iz· z· ·1ed fl t 1 • .Pt • . - a -espor aZZJOl11 a 
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prodotti tal-manifattura 1i nelitiegu biex nilnqu 1-miri ekonomici ta' Malta tidde­
pendi liafna fuq is-success fi.lJbejgli ta' prodotti Maltin: izda ghalkemm il-mertu 
ta' prodott huwa mportanti liafna jekk irid jinbiegli, li jkun hawn swieq Iesti biex 
jixtru prodotti lokali huwa daqstant ielior importanti. Glialhekk jekk ikollna diversi 
ftehim ekonom.ici rna' pajji:ii barranin u arrangamenti favorevoli biex niffaCilitaw 
d-dliul ta' prodotti Maltin, dan ikun ta' vantagg kbir gliall-industrja lokali. Ta' min 
i:iid hawnhekk li billi l-volU!Il1 ta' produzzjoni Iokali huwa parti ferro :igliira mill­
litigiet ta' pajji:ii Ewropej , dawn 1-arrangamenti rna gliandhomx joliolqu problemi 
kbar glial ditti Ewropej. 

Talit 1-ewwel faii tal-Ftehim ta' Assocjazzjoni tal-1970, il-prodotti ndustrjali 
Maltin esportati lejn il-Kommunita, barra minn certi eccezzjonijiet fosthom pro­
dotti tat-tessuti, tnaqqsitilhom 70 % tat-tariffa tal-Kommunita dejjem jekk ikunu 
jaqgliu talit certi regoli dwar 1-origini taglihom. Fl-1974, il-Gvern Laburista rnex­
xilu jnelilii t-tariffa ta' 30 % li kien baqa' permezz ta' Ftehim unilaterali annwali 1i 
bih il-Kommunita tat Iii Malta trattament ekwivalenti glial G.S.P. Barra minn dan, 
f'Cunju tal-1976, il-Kommunita Ekonomika Ewropeja tat lil Malta tnaqqis fit-tariffi 
1i jvarja minn 40 sa 60% fuq il-prodotti agrikoli prinCipali. 

Wara li saru aktar negozjati lbejn Malta u 1-Kommunita Ekonomika Ewropeja, 
bil-lisieb li jtaffu 1-e:ffett fuq Malta ta' meta 1-lngilterra saret membru shin tal-K<Ylll­
munita mill-1 ta' Lulju, 1977, u biex ukoll niksbu titjib glial Malta fi-arrangamenti 
li kien hemm, intlaliaq ftehim bejn iz-zewg naliat fid-29 ta' Cunju 1977. Bliala ri:iul­
tat, 1-ewwel stadju tal-ftehim ta' Assocjazzjoni, li kien fil-fatt ga skada, ittawwa1 
sal-31 ta' Dicembru, 1980. lntlahaq ukoll ftehim illi 1-kontenut tat-tieni stadju jsir 
magliruf matul negozjati 1i gliandhom isiru matul 1-1980. Minbarra dan, il-provve­
dimenti li hemm fl-ewwel stadju tal-ftehim zdiedu permezz ta' provvedimenti ohra, 
li :iguraw dliul koneessjonarju glial prodotti Maltin, partiko1arment tessuti u pro­
dotti agrikoli f'pajji:ii li huma membri tal-Kommunita Ekonomika Ewropeja. Meta 
qed ni:iguraw li prodotti Maltin jintlaqgliu alijar fi swieq tal-Kommunita Ekono­
mika, qeglidin b'xi mod intaffu 1-isfida iebsa li jsibu quddiemhom prodotti esportati 
minn Malta f'ambjent kompetittiv ghall-ahliar. 

Talirig fit-Tmexxija Ndustrjali 

F'da1-aliliar snin 1-aktar biCca xogliol iebsa ta' Malta kienet 1i twaqqaf intra­
prizi ndustrjali biex joliolqu 1-impiegi ghall-liaddiema Ma1tin u biex i:iidu 1-pro­
duzzjoni ndustrjali 1-aktar biex dal-prodotti jinbieghu barra minn Malta. Ghalkemm 
1-esportazzjoni ta' oggetti manifatturati zdiedet sew, minn issa 'I quddiem jelitieg 
noqoglidu aktar attenti milli konna s'issa ghad-diffikultajiet li jsibu prodotti espor­
tati minn Malta fi swieq internazzjonali li qed isiru dejjem aktar kompetittivi. 

L-i:ivilupp ndustrjali ta' Malta f'dawn is-snin jelitieg li jaghti attenzjoni xierqa 
lil1-i~~~u~p ta~-s~ajja'. t~knici. u. ta1-es~~!ienza ta.· ~~exxija fil-qasam. industrja1i li 
~elitiegu Jek.~ .1mdu ~~. ~rnexx1 1-I~trat~giJa ~dustqal.t h fuqha ~uma m~~nija 1-gliani­
JHrt ekonomiCI tal-paJJIZ. Huwa b1ss b dan tl-mod It 1-prodottt lokali Jlstgliu jkunu 
ta' livelli tajbin bizzejjed biex wehedhom jifilliu gliall-kompetizzjoni qawwija fis­
swieq ta' barra li fis-snin li gejjin sc tkun ferro aktar qawwija. 

Blialissa 1-izvilupp ta' politika komprensiva ta' taghlim fit-tmexxija ndustrjali 
f'Mallta hija liaga mill-aktar importanti jekk irddu tassew li prodotti Maltin jikkom­
petu rna' prodotti ohra fuq 1-istess liven fi swieq barranin glial dak li huwa servizz 
disinn, kwalita u prezz. Glialdaqstant, sabiex innaqqsu kemm nistghu d-difetti tra~ 
dizzjonali tas-settur ndustrjali Malti f'dawn 1-oqsma, nistgliu norganizzaw f'Malta 
korsijiet ta' "Management" specja!lizzati Ii jkunu jxaqilbu fuq it-taglili:m prattiku: 
nistgliu wkoll inliejju programmi li permezz taglihom studenti Maltin jistghu jielidu 
sehem f'k()rsijiet barra fuq business management li ghandhom x'jaqsmu diretta­
ment mas-sitwazjoni li gliandna f'Malta. 
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MALTA BMALA C:ENTRU EWLIENI TA' SER VICING FIL-MEDITERRAN 

Wanda mill-aktar attitudini mportanti li l~Gvern dejjem saliaq fuqha u lieggeg 
lin-oozzjon biex jadottaha bliala parti miiJJl-istrategija taJl..Pjan, hija li 1-pajjiz gliandru 
jkun dejjem lest li jwarrab iHocoq il-qodma meta dawn rna jibqgliux aktar tajbin 
bizzejjed biex permezz taghhom wielied jikseb irr-rizul'tati 1i jixtieq; il.Qvern sabaq 
ukoll li gliandna nalitfu kull opportunita' gdida li tifacca quddiemna. Biex illnsibu 
soluzzjoni ghall-problemi ta' 1-izvilupp tal-pajjiz irid ikollna attitudni fl.essibbli li, 
waqt li tienu vantagg shin mk-Cii'kostanzi lokali, fl·istess liin tgliin lin-nazzjon biex 
jaglimel 1-ahjar uzu minn rizorsi u esperjenzi godda sabiex inkomplu n.Zidru. mail­
inizjattivi 1-olira. Ghalhekk il-Pjan ta' Zvilupp kien qan bic-car: "L-ippjan(l[' f'Malta 
irid ikun fl.essibbli hafna. Il-fl.essibi1ta tfisser il-liolqien u 1-inkoraggiment ta' xejriet 
ta' lisieb u ghamliet ta' hajja li gliandhom il-liila japprofittaw rubhom malajr u fil­
waqt minn dak ti jigri fl.-ekonomija tad-dinja li jkun jaqbel 1·i:Zjed glial Ma'ltta ru jag­
gornaw runhom bla dewmien meta rna jaqblux. Biex jasal ghal din il-fl.essibilta, il­
Pjan ilrird jimlrnira glial ekonomija diversifikata u glial riservi di:fferenti 1i jintuzaw 
f'kull Z1nien glial litigiet li jigu fuqna f'daqqa. Flessibilta tfisser ukoll li jkollok glial 
lest tattika glial ghanijiet li fassalna anna u li nimxu pass pass rna' 1-izviJ.upp f'artna 
u barra minnha". 

U m!i:ll.gdid fl.-alihar pagna tal-Pjan: "Fih (firl-Pjan) hemm H-fl.essibili'ta sabiex 
ikunu jistgliu jinstabu toroq godda, waqt lri Malta tibqa' miexja lejn il-progress. 11-
fl.essibillita tinsab beman biex jekk 1-affarijiet jizvolgu b'mod differenti liafna minn 
kif kien malisub, it-twegiba tan-nazzjon tinbidel skond i1-ntiega. L-izvilupp jikkon­
sisti filii jitwarrbu sistemi iebsa z-zejjed gliaqikemm il-biza' li 1-Pjan isilr naga olira 
rigida tis-sistema gliandha tJitwarrab akk.'O\st ta' kollox. I:Zda 1-fl.essibilita, li huwa 
lisieb li ns~buh ta' sikwit fil-Pjan, m'gliandhiex rl<un skuza glial nuqqas ta' ppjanar. 
Anzi, dan huwa 1-uniku mod kif ippjanar effettiv jista' jkun jigi mwettaq f'socjeta 
zgnira u miftuha blial Malta". 

Bhalma kien qal, il-Gvern f'dawn 1-alihar xhur qies bl-akbar reqqa u bil-hegga 
k011llha 1-possib~Ntajiet godda li tfaccaw fis-snin minn mindu beda 1-Pjan. Dan gnam­
lu gliax liassu konvint illi dawn 1-opportunitajiet godda jistgliu jaglitu sehem kbir 
sabiex isaliliu aktar il-process ta' zvilupp tai-pajjiz. 

L-istrategija ta' 1-izvilupp tal-Pjan tishaq 1-aktar fuq it-tkabbir ta' 1-attivitajiet 
prodruttivi sabiex b'hekk ikollna opportunitajiet godda ta' xogliol u sabiex nilliqu 
!-<mira tal-produzzjoni ta' oggetti manifatturati li fuqhom jiddependi hafna jekk 
Malt'ta ti'lnaqx 1-oggettivi ekonomici tagliha. Il-Pjan kellu 1-iskop 1i jhaffef 1-i:Zviilupp 
ndustrjali ta' Malta fl.-oqsma kollha permezz ta1-espansjoni, it-titjib u tisliin tas­
settur ndustrjali li hu tant impartanti ghall-pajjiz. Din il-liidma sahiex tinbena soc­
jeta ndustrjali gdida f'Malta driga' kellha success, izda, bhalma turi car z-zieda fil­
produzzjoni li hi mentiega biex nililqu 1-ghanijiet ekonomici l'i ghandna quddiema, 
i&-6ehem tas-settur direttament produttiv fl.-izvilupp tal-ekonomija Iokali fis-snin 
H gejjin huwa tabilliaqq importanti. 

Madankollu, fil-hidma tiegliu biex ikabbar bis-shin 1-attivita ekonomika f'Malta, 
~~~vern ma ~1ir_n.ita.~ ru~u ~ha%~~i t,radizzjon3:li tal-izvilupp izda esplora wkoU 
~~eJat u pos~tbthta)l~t godd<... Denem b seb~' ~~aJnejn biex ifittex idejat godda u 
~~~ tor~9 godda, 1'1-Gvern q.ed _1alid~m b ~egga u ~ntuZjazmu fuq progetti olira 
illi, Jekk Jirnexxu, gliandhom ]ghmu btex mlhqu I~rruri ekonomici 1i gnandna qud­
diemna u biex naslu ghall-ghanijiet tal-iZvi1upp. 

.. paw1_1l-idej~t godda h~ma ~b_nija _l~a~tar. fuq il•beneficcji u vantaggi li jistgliu 
)lnktsb~ Jekk msfrutta~ brs~.n1li. tl-poziZ~Jo:~u geo-strategika ta' Malta fic-Centru 
t~Medit7rra~. Hu~.~ mm~u I~ M<~:l.ta .tra?lZZJOnalment qdiet din il-parti, izda waqt 
~r matul ~s-~mn ~JJtzna uz.~ tl-J?OZIZ~JO~~ strategika tieghu glial skopijiet miJitari, 
ttl-debra gd1da ta Malta hiJa dtk ta gztra li tghix glial koUox fuq attivitajiet ta' 
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paci li jsostnu struttura ekonomika gdida b 'kollaborazzjoni mal-akbar gfiadd ta' 
mselibin. 

Glialhekk 1-istrategija gdida ta' Malta ssalihafi 1-attivitajiet tradizzjona:li eko­
nomlici billli tipprova tagfimel minn Malta cenvru ewlieni fejn il-materja prima jew 
oggetti mhux malidumin glia~ kollox minn pajjizi 'i'l bogfiod ft-Amerika t'Isfel u 
lLAsja jistgliu jigu processati u mqassmin lejn pajjizi onra fl-Ewropa u !-Afrika ta' 
fuq. F'din is-snubija gdida rna' pajjizi ohra li qeglid~n jizviluppaw minn kontinenti 
olira, Malta ser tipprovdi s-servizzi u 1-faCilitajiet infrastrutturali li jkunu melitiega 
u sservi bliala centru gfiat-tqassim ta' prodotti u jew materja pr.ma minn pajjizi 
mbeglidin fiuq bazi aktar kompetittiva milli kieku dan kellu jsir band'onra. 

Hemm opportunitajiet olira jekk Malta tinbidel f'bazi minn fejn inkunu nist­
ghu naglitu servizz Iii certi xorta ta' ndustrii fil-Medilterran u fil-Lvant Nofsani. 
Minbarra dan, jidher uko1I li hemm possibilitajiet kbar jekk Malta tigi zvi1uppata 
f'centru fil-Mediterran fejn diversi pajjizi jistghu jiendu sehem f'bosta oqsma prat­
tiCi ta' Jcoperazzjoni blial ngnidu afina fi1-ku1tura, il-kummerc, 1-ekonomija, il-mezzi 
ta' komrunikazzjoni, i1-pulbblikazzjoni ta' kotba, it-tfiaris tal-amibjent u n ... newtrallita 
poli1lilka. Dawn 1-inizjattivi godda niddiskutuhom aktar fil-fond aktar 'il quddiem 
f dan is-SuppHment. 

ATTIVITAJIET TA' TRASBORD/PROCESSAR 

L-ideja li Malta tinbidel f'centru gball-iprocessar u t-tqassim ta' materja prima 
u oggetti mhux maliduma glial kollox hi konsegwenza diretta tas-success 1i gnamlet 
il-kumpannija nazzjonali ta1-vapuri Sea Malta fl-attivitajiet tagliha ta' trasbord. 
Meta s-Sea Malta twaqqfet f'Novembru tal-1973, il-lisieb ewlieni kien 1i taqdi 1is­
settur industrjali Ma1ti fi1-qasam ta1-esportazzjoni billi twaqqaf jew ittej jeb il-kun­
tatti diretti rna' pajjizi li jimportaw oggetti manduma f'Malta. Kien hemm il-litiega 
illi 1-isforz 1i Malta kienet qed taghmel biex tesporta prodotti Maltin rna kellux 
ikun imfixke1 billi nkunu niddependu z-zejjed fuq is-servizz 1i jagntu linji tal-bahar 
barranin: kien jinnass ukoll illi servizz hekk vitali fl-ii.vilupp tal-ekonomija naz­
zjonali kellu jitnaddem talit kontroll Malti. 

Is-Sea Malta zviluppat malajr bhala fattur ew1ieni fi-infrastruttura ta1-gzira billi 
tat servizz efficjenti bejn Malta u diversi postijiet u bil-mod il-mod 1-attivitajiet 
tal-kumpannija kibru biex bdew jaqdu 1-litigiet ta' settur li bu aktar rilevanti diret- • 
tament gliall-izvilupp. 11-kumpannija rnexxielha tilliaq ftehim mac-China National 
Chartering Corporation 1i permezz tieghu merkanzija Ciniza tinliatt Malta u tit-
qassam 1ejn postijiet onra fil-Mediterran permezz tal-vapuri tas-Sea Malta. 

Dan il-ftehim malajr wera 1-beneficcji Ii minnhom tkun tista' tgawdi ekonomija 
lokali jekk Malta jirnexxilha tinbidel f'centru ewlieni ta' trasbord. Barra minn 
hekk, bhala rizu1tat ta' din 1-esperjenza 1i ksibna minn dax-xoghol gdid, beda jidher 
biC-car li Malta setgnet tippjana li tkabbar dawn 1-attivitajiet u tidhol glial xognol 
aktar ambizzjuz li jisfrutta bis-sfiih il-pozizzjoni geografika u strategika ta' Malta 
u 1-fatt li qieglida qrib is-swieq Ewropej u s-swieq fi-Afrika ta' Fuq u fii-Lvant Nof­
sani li qeglidin jikbru b'rata mghagg1a. 

Deber ukoll illi kien hemm tliet tipi ta ' attivita f'dan il-qasam 1i setgnu jibdew 
isiru f'Malta, jigifieri: xogho1 ta' trasbord; liaina u tqassim u 1-ipprocessar ta' 
materja prima. 11-Gvern fi hsiebu jkompli jizviluppa til Malta bnala centru ta' tqas­
sim tal-merkanzija minn fejn wara li din tinhatt, titqassam f'portijiet ohra permezz 
tal-vapuri tas-Sea Malta. Qed isiru sforzi wkoll biex innajjru jigu Malta produtturi 
u esportaturi ta' materja prima u / jew material mhux mandum ghal kollox, 1-aktar 
minn pajjizi '1 bogliod. Dan i1-materja1 imbaghad ikun jista' jigi processat f'Malta 
biex wara jinbiegh fi swieq ohra. Dan huwa x-xorta ta' xogliol illi se jibda jsir f'Malta 
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bbala ri:iultat tal-progetti bi sbab mad-<litta Braziljana Madebras. Barra minn hekk, 
hemm ukoll il-possibilita illi x-xoghol t a' processar jikber billi nipproducu oggetti 
lesti gball-esportazzjoni f'Malta : u dan ukoU qed jigi studjat bil-herqa. 

Ca saru kuntatti rna' gnadd ta' pajji:ii li wrew interess f'dawn 1-attivitajiet u 
delegazzjonijiet ufficjali ga :iaru 1-Brazil, Costa Rica, il-Messiku, il~Filippini, !-Argen­
tina, il-Peru, 1-Ekwador u 1-Venezwela. Dawn il-proposti Maltm qanqlu nteress 
qawwi fost organizzazzjonijiet pubbliCi u nvestituri privati f'dawn il-pajjizi: dan 
kien sinjal li jimlina b'kuragg u wiehed jittama li jigu negozjati b'success ftehim 
onra li jkunu jixbhu Iii dak li sar ma1-Madebras. 

Dawn 1-inizjattivi ghandhom vantaggi kbar gnan-nahat kollha 1i jiehdu sehem 
fihom. F'din is-shubija gdida ma' pajjizi onra li qed ji:iviluppaw Malta tkun qed 
toffri facilitajiet infrastrutturali li jinsabu f'Malta b'rati aktar baxxi minn dawk 
1i hemm f'pajjizi onra. Dawn il-forom godda ta' koperazzjoni fl.-istess bin jizguraw 
glial Malta access glial taghrif tekniku li s'issa gnad m'gbandnix fil-gzira barra mi11i 
jkabbru 1-possibilita li Malta tkompli tiddiversifika 1-prodotti li tesporta. Dawn 
il-progetti bi shab bla dubju, igawdu minn fatturi mportanti bhalma huma 1-ftehim 
ta' Malta mal-Kommunita Ekonomika Ewropeja li permezz tiegnu dawn il-prodotti 
processati f'Malta jkunu jistgnu jidhlu fi swieq Ewropej b'rati ta' tariffi koncessjo­
nali; dal-progetti jgawdu wkoll mir-rabtiet politiCi u ekonomici li dejjem qed jikbru 
bejn Malta u 1-Istati Gnarbin. 

Fattur iehor importanti li gliamel il-proposti ta' Malta aktar interessanti huwa 
1-fatt li fil-Port il-Kbir vapur jista' jidhol ibott u johrog bil-heffa: dan hu 1-oppost 
ta' dak li jigri f'diversi portijiet fil .. Mediterran u f'portijiet ohra minn fejn is-sliab 
godda fil-kummerc is-soltu mdorrija jmexxu n-negozju taghhom f'dawn 1-inhawi. 

11-Progett tal-Port ta' Marsaxlokk 

Minbabba li 1-proposti ta' Malta ntlaqghu tajjeb u minhabba 1-possibilita 1i 
pajjizi ohra jitliajru jiehdu sehem, huwa ta' mportanza ferm kbira li nizguraw illi 
1-facilitajiet infrastrutturali prindpali ta' Malta jkunu jistghu jlahhqu mal-volum 
ta' xogliol li dawn il-progetti godda ta' trasbord I ipprocessar mistennija joholqu 
meta jibdew jandmu sew. Dawn il-progetti jibdew jutilizzaw bis-snih dal-facilitajiet 
u huwa fuqhom li fl.-ahhar mill-ahhar jiddependi s-success ta' dawn 1-inizjattivi. 

Gnalkemm il-facilitajiet li ghandna fil-Port il-Kbir huma bi:izejjed biex ilahhqu 
mal-volum ta' merkanzija generali li tasal f'Malta Hum, iz-zieda ta' xoghol ta' tras­
bord l·i qed nippjanaw 1i jkollna rna nkunux nistghu nlahhqu maghha jekk kull rna 
naghmlu li dal-faCilitajiet Ii ghandna fil-Port il-Kbir insanhuhom: ghalhekk ikun 
jehtieg li nizviluppaw port ienor f'Marsaxlokk. Li jkollna dat-tieni port hu meqjus 
essenzjali kemm minhabba z-:iieda li qed nahsbu 1i se jkollna fix-xogliol tat-tiswija 
u 1-bini tal-vapuri gol-Port il-Kbir kif ukoll minhabba n-nuqqas ta' spazju 1i hemm 
fil-mollijiet tal-Port il-Kbir ghall-istallazzjoni ta' aktar taghmir li nehtiegu fil-port. 

Ghaldaqstant il-Gvern qatagl'lha li jizviluppa port gdid f'Marsaxlokk. Dan il­
post hu meqjus 1-ahjar lokal ghall-port il-gdid u glia11-izvilupp marittimu ghax jinsab 
imdawwar b'art bi:izejjed fejn jistghu jsiru oqsma ndustrjali. 

. ll-pjani gh~ll-izvilupp ~al-port il:~~i~.f'Ma~saxlokk ga thejje~- u 1-iskema qed 
t1dher fis-Supphment tal-PJan. ll-facthtaJiet ta port kummercJah 1i hemm mahsuba 
ji~klu~u moJlijiet fejn.)inha.ttu 1-cont~ne!:s, f~jn tinliatt. il-merkanzija generali u 
f~1n ~tnl!a~t 11-mer.~a?ZtJa kbtra, post feJn pnn~~u.~-contamers, tined ghall-merkan­
ZIJ.a, tmhazen, _u~ctnt tal-po~, warkshops, ~ facll.ItaJ.~~t ohra melitiega fosthom toroq 
taJba ~ s-s~rviz~t .. tad-dawl, .tl~a u ko~unikazzJorupet. 11-qasam industrjali gdid, Ji 
hemm tl-hsteb h Jlnbena qnb tl-port ta Marsaxlokk, gliandu jghin sew biex iliajjar 
jt-twaqqif ta' progetti ndustrjali li hemm mahsuba glial dawn 1-innawi. 
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Prijorita kbira qed tingnata lill-progett ta' Marsaxlokk, u s-Saudi Fund far 
Economic Development ga qabel mas-self ta' limistax-il miljun dollaru b'imgliax 
baxx l ill-Gvern biex jiffinanzja dan il-progett importanti . Delegazzjon i mill-Abu 
Dhabi Fund ukoll zaret Malta u se tirrikkomanda Jill-Bard taghhom jagliti gliajnuna 
finanzjarja b'rati ta' mghax baxx ghal dal-progett. 

A ttivitnjiet fil-qasam tal-garr tal-merk<\nzija 

Minhabba 1-potenzjal kbir li toffri dix-xorta gdida ta' zvilupp, il-Gvern ghandu 
1-hsieb ukoll Ii jimmodernizza u jkabbar il-hidma u n-natura tas-scrvizzi 1i taghti 
1-lin ja nazzjonali tal-vapuri Sea Malta. Il-kumpannija se tiQj organizzata wkoll fuq 
linji aktar efficjenti biex tkun t ista' tlanP.aq mai-zieda fil-volum ta' xognol li j~ibu 
maghhom dawn 1-attivitajiet ta' trasbord. Dan jinhtieg Ii jsir jekk il-kumpannija 
Maltija tal-vapuri trid tieliu 1-ikbar vantagg ekonomiku minn dax-xognol u jkollha 
sehem kbir kemm jista' jkun f'dax-xogliol gdid ta' garr ta' merkanzija. 

Sea Malta ssaliliet ukoll bhala kumpannija billi dahlu fiha shab barranin godda. 
Wara diskussjonijiet ft-Aigerija, CNAN, il-kumpannija nazzjona1i tal-baliar Alge­
rina, dan 1-ahhar qablet li tissiel'leb mas-Sea Malta. Gl'lalhekk, minbarra 1-Korpo­
razzjoni Maltija tal-Izvilupp u shab ohra MaHin fil-kumpannija, is-Sea Malta se 
jkollha ukoll parteCipazzjoni Algerina minnabba shubija Libjana permezz tal-Gene­
ral National Maritime Transport Company. 

Il-koperazzjoni Algerina mas-Sea Malta kompliet titjieb permezz ta' kiri lill­
CNAN ghal perijodi twal ta' vapuri tas-Sea Malta li fil-prezent il-kumpannija lokali 
rna tehtieghomx. Iz-iewg linji tal-vapuri ftehmu wkoll Ii jizviluppaw ftimkien rotot 
regolari tat-traffiku marittimu. 

Is-success ta' dil-hidma, minbarra li juri bic-car 1-interess li hemm fil-potenzjal 
ta' kemm tista' tikber is-Sea Malta, huwa sinjal tajjeb ukoll tal-prospetti nteressanti 
li qed joffru dawn 1-inizjattivi godda u li fihom se tibda tiehu sehem ukoll is-Sea 
Malta. 

SERVIZZI TA' TISWIJA U TA' MANUTENZJONI 

lt-tieni attivita gdida li dan 1-ahl'lar qed nintebhu Ji toffri prospetti sbieh fis­
snin li gejjin ghandha x'taqsam rna' servizzi li jistghu jsiru mill-Maltin ghall-kum­
panniji barranin li jkunu qed jahdmu fl-inhawi tal-Mediterran. Gila! dax-xoghol 
Malta tista' tigi zv'Juppata f'centru regjonali nternazzjonali ghat-tiswija, il-manu-
tenzjoni, servicing u xoghol iehor ta' din ix-xorta li jkunu jehtiegu kumpanni ji nter- • 
nazzjonali li jkunu jahdmu fil-Mediterran. 

Ir-regjun tal-Mediterran bli.alissa jinsab ghaddej minn zmien ta' bidla ekono­
mika kbira: r-rizorsi naturali mmensi tieghu qed jigu esplorati u zviluppati u basta 
pajjizi f'dawn 1-inhawi qed iwettqu programmi kbar ta ' ndustrjalizzazzjoni. Tabil­
haqq, dan ir-regjun qatt rna ra attivita ekonomika daqshekk kbira. Fi zmien ta' 
zvilupp regjonali hekk mghaggel, Malta jkun jaqblilha ferm jekk issir centru reg­
jonali mill-aqwa li t ipprovdi s-servizz.i lill-industrji li bhabssa qed jahdmu fil­
Mediterran, u 1-a'ktar fl.-Afrika ta' Fuq. 

Malta gnandha vantaggi kbar jekk trid li tinbidel f'centru regjonali ewl'ieni 
ghal servizzi fil-Mediterran. Barra mm-poiizzjoni strategika favorevoli taghha u 
r-rabtiet sodi 1i ghandha rna' pajjizi girien u ma' pajji~i ohra fil-Lvant Nofsani, 
Malta tista' toffri wkoll haddiema tajbin u ta' esperjenza kbira li jistghu jagntu 
dawk is-servizzi li anna qed naraw nistgliux nagntu anna. ' 

Jehtieg li Malta taghmel minn kollox biex tkun imnejjija sew u f'qasir zmien 
ghall-oportunitajiet godda li gha ndha quddiemha u biex tkun tista' taqdi sewwa 
1-htigi("t tar-regjun ghall-haddiema ghall-manutenzjoni u gnall-facilitajiet ta' din ix-
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xorta. Hemm tlett tipi ta' attivita f'dan is-settur li jkunu jistgliu jsiru bi qliegli 
ghall-pajjiz mirm liaddiema Mallltin ilii bl..esperjenza, bit-talirig u bis-snajja' li gliand­
hom, jistghu jaglimlllu dan ix-xoglio1 gelid [i qed insemmu. Dawn ~uma s-se~. tat­
tfittix gliaz-zejt; il-manutenzjoni ta' mpjant e1ettriku u me~kamku; u t-ttsWIJa u 
1-manutenzjoni ta' ajruplani ta' 1inji ta' 1-ajru internazzjonah. 

B1-irtirar ta1-forzi IIIlilitari Ing1izi sa Marzu tal-1979 u b1-egbluq kif ippjanat 
tal-facilititajiet militari wiati :mis-Servizzi Inglizi skond il-Ftehim tal-1972 mal-Ingil­
terra, se jkollna tnaqqis waqt 1i jgbaddi z-irnien ta' numru ta' liaddiema mpjegati 
mal-baii militari Ingliia f'Malta. Glialkemm impjegati civili s~ jkollhom r-respo?-.­
sabilita diretta gbal certi servizzi essenzjali - bbalma huma tifi tan-nar, sa1vatagg 
fil-babar, u servizzi ta1-ajru - li blialissa huma provduti minn impjegati tal-bazi 
Ng1iza - madankollu 1-irtirar tal-forzi Nglizi se jfisser ukoll 1i se jkollna gliadd ta' 
baddiema 1Maitin tas-sengba li aktar 'il quddiem inkunu nistgbu nbaddmuhom 
band'ohra jekk 1-esperjenza teknika taglihom nistgbu nuiawha. 

Dawn i1-baddiema, minbabba 1-esperjenza tagbhom f'xogbo1 ta' servicing u 
ta' manutenzjoni ta' 1-impjanti mHitari Nglizi u fadlitajiet ohra f'Malta li jink1udu 
t-tiswija ta' tipi differenti ta' makkinarju u tagbmir, huma addattati sew biex iwet­
tqu dan ix-xogbo1 gdid 1i se jkollna jek'k Malta taqdi din il-funzjoni gdida ta' centru 
ta' manutenzjoni fil ... Mediterran. L-organizzazzjoni ta' dawn il-haddiema f'korp ta' 
baddiema efficjenti, imliejjija biex iwettqu dan it-tip ta' xoglio1 kemm f'Ma1ta kif 
ukoll barra minn Malta, ghandha tgliin biex niksbu success fl-isforzi taglina biex 
niftbu orizzonti godda u sabiex nidblu wkoll gba1 dawn 1-attivitajiet godda 1i f'dawn 
iz-~ijiet qed jinliass il-bzonn taglihom fir-regjun tal-Mediterran. 

IAndustrja tat-Tliaffir gliaz-Zejt 

L-esperjenza 1i ksibna wara 1i fl-1974 twaqqfet f'Malta il-Mediterranean Services 
Ltd - Medserv - biex taqdi 1-litigiet tal-industrja tat-tfittix gliaz-zejt kemm fuq 
1-art kif ukoll fi1-baliar fi1-Lvant Nofsani u fl.-Afrika ta' Fuq, kienet ta' gbajnuna 
kbira lin-nazzjon. Ir-rizultati tajba tal-kumpannija wrew bic-Car il-potenzjal kbir li 
gbandu dan il-qasam kemm f'dawk Ji huma mpiegi kif ukoll fil-qliegli ta' flus rninn 
barra. 

L-attivitajiet tal-Medserv s'issa 1-aktar 1i kellhom x'jaqsmu mal-bejgb u 1-baina 
ta' provvisti u taghmir ghal kumpanniji taZ-zejt u ma1-ingagg ta' liaddiema tas­
sengha glial xogho1 fuq oil rigs. Issa jehtieg 1i dawn 1-attivitajiet jikbru tbiex jip­
provdu servizzi olira 1i huma daqstant ielior ta' btiega gliall-kumpanniji tai-zejt u 
1i gbax jinsabu '1 bogbod mill-baii taglihom ikun aktar ekonomiku gbalihom jekk 
isibuhom f'post centrali li jkun milliuq ahjar u aktar qrib 1-inliawi fejn ikunu qed 
jabdmu. 

. Hekk, ngbidu ali.na, b1-gliajnun~ sbiha tal-kumpanniji taz-zejt ga twaqqaf ser­
VlZZ ta' trasport bl-aJru gliall-haddtema tal-kumpanniji taz-zejt. Hemm il-bsieb 1i 
nistharrgu wkoll possibilitajiet ohra li jidhru nteressanti. Fast dawn hemm 1-u±u 
tal-facilitajiet ta' tiswija fit-Tarzna minn rigs H jbaffru gliaz-zejt fil~bahar li b'hekk 
ikunu qed jipprovdu aktar xogbo1 ghall-haddiema tat-Tarzna. Malta tista' tintu±a 
Y'koll ~bala ~~t f.ejn il-familji t~' ~addieii_la m~l-kumpanniji taz-zejt fil-Mediterran 
1kunu JlStghu Jlgu Joqogbdu gba1 zmten qas1r u b hekk 1-irgiel ikunu jistgbu jiltaqgbu 
mal-familji tagbhom ta' sikwit. 

. H~mm u.k?ll 1-opportunita ~i Mal~ tin!~ bbala centru edukattiv glial ulied 
il~badd1ema li.J~unu Jahdmu fl-mdustq~ taz-zeJt. D-ftehlm li ntlabaq ana' Reading 
a.nd !Jates p~z mg CompanY. gbat-tw~qqif ta' sko1a nternazzjonali f'Verdala 1i tkun 
~ fuq IS:st.st~a eduka~va Am~nkana .~uwa ~~empju car tal-mod kif iJ-faCilita­
Jiet eduka~.1y1 h gbandna f Malta JlStghu )lgu utihzzati bl-ahjar mod fl-ahjar inte­
ress tal-pa1Jlz. 
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Se jigi studjat ukoll 1-ahjar uiu li jista' jsir mill-facilitajiet kb~~ ghall-haz!la 
tai:-i:ejt li bbalissa qeghdin f'idejn is-Servizzi Nglizi u li dalwaqt se )lnghataw l!ll­
Gvern Malti. Malta rna jistax ikun li rna jkollhiex dawn il-facilitajiet jekk trid li 
ssir centru ewlieni ta' servizzi fil-Mediterran. Il-facilitajiet ghall-hazna taz-i:ejt li 
qabel kienu f'idejn in-Nato, minbarra li jistghu jintuzaw minn vapuri kummercjali, 
jistghu jibdew jaqdu wkoll il-'bzonnijiet tal-industria tai-zejt u b'hekk f'Malta jkun 
hawn aktar xoghol ta' bunkering u ta' attivitajiet onra ta' din ix-xorta. 

Taglimir Elettriku u Mekkaniku 

Is-snajja' u 1-hila tal-haddiema Maltin li bnalissa jandmu mal-Forzi Nglii:i jis­
tghu jintui:aw ukoll gnal htigiet ohra ta' natura ta' manutenzjoni fir-regjun billi 
jezistu attivitajiet onra, ·rninbarra dawk li gnandhom x'jaqsmu direttament rna 1-in­
dustrja taz-zejt, 1i jistgnu jsiru mill-naddiema lokali li gliandhom 1-esperjenza tek­
nika melitiega. 

Qasam gdid 1i nistghu nidhlu ghalih huwa dak tal..manutenzjoni u tat-tiswija 
ta' taghmir kbir elettriku u taghmir mekkaniku f'pajjizi ohra li qed jizviluppaw fil­
Mediterran - u specjalment fil-Libja - fejn gliad m'hemmx nies tas-sengha li jis­
tghu jaghmlu dan ix-xoghol. 

Pjani biex jitwaqqaf korp ta' xognol ghall-haddiema tas-senglia u li diga gliand­
hom 1-esperjenza, imxew 'il quddiem sew. Din 1-inizjattiva gdida diga qajjmet inte­
ress fost kumpanniji ta' fama internazzjonali li qeghdin jaraw x'sehem se jkollhom 
f'din il-kumpannija. Dan hu sinjal sabin li ghandu jqawwilna qa·lbna. 

Manutenz.joni ta' Ajmplani u Servizzi Olin 

Barra minn hekk, hemm aktar opportunitajiet f'dan is-settur ta' manutenzjoni 
1i haddiema Maltin gliandhom ikunu lesti biex jahtfuhom ghax dawn jutilizzaw 
is-sengha u 1-esperjenn li diga ghandna fil-pajjiz. Din 1-attivita gdida tikkonsisti 
fil-manutenzjoni tal-ajruplani f'Malta, fejn minbarra servizz efficjenti u ta' min 
jorbot fuqu 1i jkun ilahliaq sew rna' livelli nternazzjonali, il-klijenti jgawdu wkoll 
mir-rati 1-aktar kompetittivi li toffri Malta meta tqabbi1hom ma1-hlas li jitolbu 
centri olira ta' manutenzjoni. 

Qeghdin isiru negozjati rna' linji ta' l~ajr~ ta' ~am~ nternaz~jonali sabiex jit­
waqqfu f'Malta workshops ghall-<lllanutenzJOTIJ u t-tJSWIJa ta' 1-aJruplani u sabiex 
teknid Maltin jigu mnarrga jew jinghataw 1-ahhar taglirif f'certi oqsma specjalizzati 
ta' dan ix-xoghol. Ghal dan 1-ghan se nuiaw kemm jista' jkun il-facilitajiet 1i se 
thalli l-Air Force Ingliza meta jintemm ii-Ftehim dwar ii-Bazi. 

Permezz ta' dan il-potenzjal ta' i:vilupp li toffri Malta bhala centru regjonali 
ta' servizzi u manutenzjoni fuq dawn il-linji li qed insemmu, minbarra li se nui:aw 
is-snajja' tal-haddiema Maltin li blialissa qed jaghmlu xoghol simili mal-Forzi Nglii:i 
~~ nkunu nistgnu wkoll nipprovdu x-xognol lill-istudenti li jkunu temmew n-korsi~ 
pet mehtiega fl-iskejjel ta' snajja' u fit-technical institutes. 

a . Barr<l: m~nn dan, 1-i~gagg .ta' had~i~ma Ii se jie~du ~ehem f'dawn il-progetti f'or­
~amz~a~zJo.~.t wan,da se Jkun I!Jsser ll.b hekk dawn m-n1es se jii:guraw rnlihom minn 
kondtZZJO~IJlet ta xogli.~1 anJar u !fimn pagi oglila. Vantaggi olira jkunu jink1udu 
s-sehem d1rett fit-tmexxiJa ta' dan 1!-grupp ta' haddiema . 

. ~e~eficcj,u ieli?~ impor~anti li tikseb 1-ekonomija Maltija permezz tad-diversi 
attJvita)let ta ser.vtczng h. mstgnu nipprovdu jista' jkun 1-uzu tas-servizzi finanzjarji 
tas-settur bankafJu Iokah. 
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KOPERAZZJONI RECJONALI F'OQSMA POLITICI, KULTURALI U 
TEKNICI 

It-tielet dimensjoni tas-sejha gdida ta' Malta tnebbhet, 1-ii:jed mi~:?'.e":"_qa g?ida 
ta' Malta li tkun nazzjon li politikament m'hu rnarbut ma. 1-ebda paJJlZ tzda h hu 
marbut bis-shih mal-kawza tal-paci u koperazzjoni regjonah. 

It-thabrik ta' Malta biex ikun hawn aktar ftehim regjonali bejn 1-istati kollha 
tal-Mediterran issa kiseb 1-appogg tal-pajjizi koll~a f'~awn 1-_in~a~i li jhob_bu 1-~~C:i. 
B'danakollu 1-ghaqda fil~Mediterran m'ghandhtex ttkkonststt btss fi khem, IZda 
ghandha ssehh u titwettaq permezz ta' nidma poi:ittiva u permezz ta' inizjattivi 
prattiCi li jaqdu u jfissru 1-aspirazzjonijiet regjonali b'mod konkret. ~alta b:hekk 
tista' tkun tassew ta' ghajnuna lill-girien taghha fil-Mediterran ghax Jekk wtelied 
iqis il-gid kbir tal-hajja u t-tradizzjonijiet tal ... Mediterran, hu jsib li hemrn tassew 
Iok ghal hidma sliiha biex Malta tilhaq 1-ghan taghha u ssir centru ewlieni fejn 
jistgnu jsiru attivitajiet prattici ta' koperazzjoni fl-oqsma politici, kulturali, socjali 
u ekonorniCi. 

Shab Malta fil-Mediterran issa fehmu sewwa xi jfissru 1-proposti politiC:i ta' 
Malta f'dawn 1-ahhar ftit snin biex isahhu 1-istabbilita politika fir-regjun. Il-messagg 
ta' Malta kien car u qawwi fil-Konferenza dwar is-Sigurta u 1-Koperazzjoni 
ft-Ewropa li saret f'Helsinki ft-1975 meta ntlahaq ftehim li rna setax ikun hemm 
sigurta vera fi-Ewropa minghajr sigurta fil-Mediterran . Bl-istess mod, rna tistax 
issenh koperazzjoni ekonomika u kulturali u Janqas rna jista' jkun ftehim socjali 
jekk rna tkunx tei:isti s-sigurta. 

Sabiex jirnexxu 1-mizuri mat1suba biex isaliliu u jqawwu 1-koperazzjoni bejn 
il-pajjizi, jehtieg li qabel xejn ikun hernm tnaqqis fit-tensjonijiet politici. Tabil­
liaqq, 1-csperjenza dejjem uriet 1i 1-koperazzjoni tista' ssehli biss meta bejn il-pajjii:i 
tkun tei:isti atmosfera ta' fiducja u ta' ftehim. Ir-relazzjonijiet bejn il-pajjizi u 1-ko­
perazzjoni ekonomika u kulturah bejniethom jispiCcaw fix-xejn meta fuq ix-xefaq 
jitfacca w tensjonijiet politici. 

Malta tliabtet bla heda biex iselin ordni politiku gdid fil-Mediterran rnibni fuq 
il-prinCipji ta' detente u newtralita. Il-prei:enza rnilitari kbira taz-:iewg superpotenzi 
fi~-Mediterran x'aktarx li rna setghetx tigi evitata qabel Helsinki; i:ida issa t-tluq 
b!l~mod tal-fiotot Amerikani u SovjetiCi mill .. Mediterran jagliti sehem siewi ghas­
stgurta, il-paCi u 1-lielsien ta' dan ir-regjun. Barra minn hekk, din ix-xewqa dwar 
i~-gejjieni t~l-Mediterran hija mibnija wkoll fuq gharfien mill-istati kollha tal-litiega 
h g~andu Jkun hemm gnaqda soda bejniethorn fuq suggetti li jolqtu mill-qrib id­
desn_n politiku u ekonomiku taghhom. Dan is-sens ta' gnaqda u koperazzjoni fil­
Medtterran huwa holqa vitali fil-katina li qeghda tinbena ghas-sigurta u stabbilita 
ft-Ewropa. 

L-~sf~rzi bla heda ta' Malta fil-Konferenza ta' Helsinki dwar is-Sigurta u 1-Ko­
perazzJom ft-Ewropa fl-ahhar wasslu ghad-dokument storiku dwar il-Mediterran li 
ki~n iJ?klui fi:At~ Finali tal-Konferenza. Id-Dokument dwar il-Mediterran rna jsem­
~lX btss kuncett1 u twernmin politiku u jlieggeg 1-istati tal-Mediterran kollha biex 
Jagli~~- sehe~h~m. _fi sforz~ biex titjieb is-sigurta billi jissahnu r-rabtiet kulturali, eko­
nomtct u XJentJficJ rna' 1-tstati Ewropej 1-olirajn. 

9h~lkf"~~ daw~ il-fehmiet kienu mnizzlin car fi-Att Finah tal-Konferenza ta' 
~e~smkt, .~tt _Jew_ xeJn k!enu.~-mizuri pratti~i li saru. Tabilnaqq ftit burna 1-inizjat­
tJVI pratttct h tttehdu btex Jltwettqu 1-ob~hgazzjonijiet imnii:zlin fi-Att Finali. 

. Hl!-~a ~e':Vwa se~ f'dan il~ku~test li wiened jifhem ahjar 1-isforzi ta' Malta biex 
t1stabbthX?C1 hlha nn~fisha bhala centru ta' koperazzjoni politika, kulturali, socjali 
u. ekonon:t_Ika fil-~edJt~r,raJ?. Gnax ghal~emm issa bdiet bis-serjeta l~mixja lialli 1-Me­
dJterran Jikseb 1-Jdentlta tteghu u halh f'dan ir-regjun ikun hawn is-sigurta, huwa 

~~~-~-~-.~-· ·- ·- ·· 
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wkoll minnu illi d-djalogu fil-Mediterran dwar ghadd ta' kwistjonijiet jelit~~g lil 
min imexxih 'il quddiem sew biex isir tassew effettiv. L-istabbilita u 1-armonl)a fir­
regjun tal-Mediterran fis-snin 1i gejjin nistgliu niggarantuhom bhala 1-ewwel pass 
effettiv lejn 1-gliaqda fl-Ewropa jekk ir-relazzjonijiet regjonali nsaliliuhom u nqegn­
duhom fuq pedamenti aktar soda. 

Huwa dan il-vojt li Malta fi lisieb'ha timla fis-snin li gejjin. Bl-inizjattivi godd~ 
ta' Malta se nwettqu 1-inpenn 1i nibdew norganizzaw proposti poiittivi u konkret1 
biex tissaliliali il-koperazzjoni fil-Mediterran u biex maz-iJnien niftliu toroq godda 
1i jwasslu gliat-twettiq tail-aspirazzjonijiet li gliandu r-regjun tal~Mediterran. 

Inizjattivi Politici 

Fil-qasam politiku, Malta ma naqsitx 1i tkompli tkun hi li turi t-triq meta min­
liabba sensiela ta' grajjiet storiCi kienet imgieglila tieliu din 1-inizjattiva fil-Konfe­
renza ta' Helsinki f'isem sliabha tal-Mediterran. Minliabba f'bekk, issa diga jezisti 
gliarfien akbar tal-vantaggi li jistgliu jinkisbu minn relazzjonijiet specjah mibnija 
fuq gliaqda politika fost il-pajjizi tal-Mediterran. Inizjattiva ta' dan 1-aliliar li tagh­
mel parti minn dawn 1-isforzi biex jissaliliu r-rabtiet politici fil-Mediterran bija 
t-twaqqif f'Malta ta' segretarjat elett minn u biex jaqdi 1-movimenti taz-zgliazagli 
Socjalisti kollha tal-Mediterran. 

Inizjattiva olira komuni bejn il-pajjizi tal-Mediterran li gliandu jkollha e:ffett 
politiku mportanti gliar-regjun kollu tal~editerran kienet il-konferenza li saret 
f'Malta b'suc6ess f'Cunju tal-1977 gliall-partiti Socjailisti u gliall-organizzazzjoni­
jiet politid progressivi olirajn tal-Mediterran. Laqgliat politiCi ta' din ix-xorta se 
ninkuragguhom bis-sliili fis-snin li gejjin gliax permezz ta' hekk ikun bemm gliarfien 
akbar tax-xewqat ta' Malta li tkun minn ta' quddiem politikament f'dan ir-regjun. 
Barra minn hekk, il-kuntatti li nwaqqfu pemnezz ta' dawn 1-attivitajiet, igibu lill­
giejjer Maltin f1cuntatt rna' idejat u esperjenzi godda li jkunu ta' siwi kbir gliall­
progress socjali tal-pajjiz. 

Bdil Kulturali 

Wielied mill-aspetti 1-aktar importanti tal-Mediterran huwa r-rikkezza tal-istor­
ja tiegliu u s-sehem kbir li kellu fic-Civilta ta' 1-Ewropa ta1-Punent. Tu1 iz-Zl1linijiet, 
il-Mediterran kien il-post fejn iltaqgliu diversi kulturi, religjonijiet u tradizzjo­
nijiet, u 1-wirt vast tiegliu joffri possibiltajiet kbar glial bdil kulturali f'livell regjon­
ali bejn il-pajjizi tal-Mediterran. 

Ghalhekk hemm 1ok kbir biex Malta tieliu 1-inizjattiva u ssir centru ku1turali 
fil-Mediterran fejn jinxterdu 1-aspetti diversi tal-liajja tal-Mediterran u 1-izvilupp 
ku1turali tal-pajjizi f'dan ir-regjun u minn fejn nistgliu nkabbru 1-interess fil-wirt 
Mediterranju. ld-diversi attivitajiet ta' natura ku1turali 1i Malta tista' torganizza 
fii.mkien rna' pajjizi olira fil-Mediterran jistgliu jqajjrnu nteress akbar u jkabbru 
gliarfien alijar tal-wirt li gliandhom il-pajjizi kollha ta1-Mediterran. Permezz ta' bdil 
ku1turali ta' din ix-xorta, Malta tista' taqdi tajjeb is-sehem gdid taghha u tgliin biex 
ni.Zviluppaw aktar re1azzjonijiet tajba bejn il-pajjizi kollha tal-Mediterran. 

Malta tista' twettaq gliadd kbir ta' inizjattivi biex theggeg u ssaliliali 1-iivilupp 
ta' bdil ku1turali regjonali fil-Mediterran. Jistghu jsiru arrang~menti gliall-bdil, 
nghidu alina, bejn gruppi Mediterraneji li jkun hemm fosthom: 

- koperazzjoni bejn organizzazzjonijiet tal~mezzi tax-xandir li jinkludu 
agenziji ta' 1-istampa u ghaqdiet ta' gurnalisti biex jigbru, jibdlu u jxerrdu 1-in­
formazzjoni 1-aktar fuq suggetti li ghandhom x'jaqsmu 1-izjed mal-Mediterran 
u li hwna direttament konnessi ma' 1-aspirazzjonijiet tal-Mediterran; 

---. kuntatti u laqgliat lbejn gurnalisti, kumpanniji nazzjonali tar-radju u 
tat-televizjoni gliall-bdil ta' idejat u fehmiet; 
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it-tqassim ta' programmi tar-radju u tat-te1evizjoni li jkunu ta' nteress 
specjali glial min joqgliod fil-pajji:ii tal-Mediterran; 

1-organizzazzjoni ta' wirjiet ta' kotba u t-titjib tal-facilitajiet glial self 
u gliall-bdil ta' films u dokumentarji; 

- it-tixrid u 1-i:ivilupp tal-letteratura tal-pajji:ii tal-Mediterran biex din 
tkun tista' tilliaq aktar qarrejja; 

- it-tixrid tal-wiri ta' films fuq bazi mhux kummercjali fil-pajjizi tal­
Mediterran pe:r:mezz ta' festivals ta' films ecc., biex 'b'hekk ikun hawn kux­
jenza akbar tad-destin komuni tal-pajji:ii tal-Mediterran; 

- 1-organizzazzjoni bejn il-pajji:ii tal-Mediterran ta' avvenimenti regjo­
nali blialma burna wirjiet ta' 1-arti; wirjiet tejatrali; ballet u muzika; studji 
arkeologiei; skejjel tas-sajf; attivitajiet sportivi; xoglilijiet operistici u dram­
matici; wirjiet minn gruppi artistici; avvenimenti kulturali ta:i-:igliazagn ecc. 

Koperazzjoni Teknik3J Ill Xjentifika 

Ezempju wielied ta' koperazzjoni prattika bejn il-pajjiZi tal-Mediterran fi1-qasaf!l 
xjentifiku huwa c-Centru Regjonali kontra t-Tniggis taz-Zejt li nfetali f'Ma1ta f'DI­
cembru ta' 1-1976 talit 1-awspkji tal-UNEP u l-Intergovemmental Maritime Consulta­
tive Organisation (ZMCO). Ix-xogliol tac-centru jinklludi koperazzjoni fost il-pajjizi tal­
kosta tal-Mediterran biex iwaqqfu t-tixrid kbir taz-iejt fil-Mediterran specjalment 
fl-emergenzi u gliajnuna lill-istati membri biex itejbu 1-mezzi nazzjonali taglihom 
kontra t-tniggis miz-zejt. L-attivitajiet tac-Centru jinkludu wkoll il..gbir u t-tqassim 
ta' informazzjoni lill-pajji:ii membri; it-tliejjija ta' pjani ta' emergenza kontra t-tnig­
gis miz-iejt; 1-izvilupp ta' komunikazzjoni effettiva bejn ic-eentru u 1-pajjiii li jmissu 
mal-baliar Mediterran; u t-tixrid ta' programmi ta' koperazzjoni u ta' talirig tekno­
logiku. B'dan il-mod Malta diga qeglida tagliti s-sehem attiv tagliha biex issolvi 
wiened mill-akbar problemi 1i blialissa gliandu 1-Baliar Mediterran; u huwa ttamat 
li fis-snin li gejjin jittielidu inizjattivi olira ta' din ix-xorta u ta' natura prattika 
bliala parti minn sforz kollettiv mill-pajjizi kollha tal-Mediterran biex inarsu 1-am­
bjent tar-regjun kollu u biex jitjiebu 1-kondizzjonijiet ta' 1-ghixien tal-popli tagh­
hom. 

F'dan ir-rigward u fl-isfond ta' inizjattivi u programmi bejn il-pajjiii biex tikber 
aktar il-koperazzjoni teknika regjonali, Malta diga talbet 1-gnajnuna tal-Gnus Magn­
quda u tal-agenziji specjalizzati taghha fosthom 1-UNEP, 1-ECE u 1-UNDP gliat­
twaqqif ta' eentru regjonali f'Malta ghall-iivilupp prattiku u J-applikazzjoni ta' 
1-energija tax-xemx u tar-rili gliall-beneficcju tal-pajjizi fir-regjun. Dan il-progett qed 
jigi studjat bis-sliili u l-isforzi biex jinkiseb 1-appogg ta' pajjizi olira gliall-proposta 
Ma1tija diga kisbu success. Tabilnaqq, il-Libja, it-Turkija, il-Grecja, Cipru I-Ita1ja 
u Spanja lkoll taw 1-appogg taglihom lill-proposta ta' Malta. ' 

Bhalissa qed jigi studjat ukoll progett li gliandu x'jaqsam mas-salina u Ii huwa 
wkoll ta' natura prattika u li jkun ta' beneficcju dirett Iill-pajji:ii tal-Mediterran. Per­
mez~ ta' d<l:n il-p~<;>gett se nipJ?rovd.l:l .. ~acilitajiet _ta' tanrig f'Malta gliall-istaff para­
!"ed~ku t_ai~_ISptanJiet. 1-aktar ~~.II-paJ_JIZI Gli~rab 11 gnadhom qed jizviluppaw. Hemm 
il:~~Ieb h )ltwaq<J_af ;entru regJonah _bl-gliaJnuna tal-Borstel Institute ta' Hamburg, 
1-IZJ~ _gh.~t-tali~l~ ta st~ para-~ed~ku ~ ~-~k~~r fix-xogliol ta' laboratorji mediCi. 
L-attlVlta)let tac-centru h h7mm ll-lis1eb h JSirystgnu jizdiedu biex ikopru servizzi 
~lira t~~-sa~lia .~o~t~om 1-uzu bli~la laboratorJu gliar-regjun tal-Mediterran gnall­
Istharng t~ kaz1 h }Itres59u qu~d1~mu. TI-Bor~~e1 Institute diga qabel li jagnti gliaj­
nuna teknika_gh~l-orgamzzazzJ~lll u t-tl:r?eXXIJa ta' dan ic-Centru waqt li l-World 
Health Orgamsatton ukoll se tglim fil-progett billi tipprovdi gliajnuna finanzjarja. 
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Progett ielior li gliandu x'jaqsqam mas-salina u li bnalissa qed jigi studjat huwa 
t-twaqqif ta' 6entru gliall-kliewi bl-gliajnuna finanzjarja tal-Jamahirija Libjana Gtiar­
bija. Dan ic-centru se jieliu nsieb mhux biss il-kura ta' pazjenti Maltin li jbatu 
minn mard tal-kliewi izda se jieliu nsieb ukoll ta' pazjenti minn pajjizi onra fil­
Mediterran. Hemm il-li.sieb ukoll 1i fi zmien mhux wisq 'il bogliod studenti minn 
dawn il-pajjizi jibdew jitgnallmu ft-Iskola Medika li qed titwaqqaf mill-gdid skond 
il-prindpji tas-servizz mediku gdid li se jidhol f'Malta. 

Il-Gvern Malti fi li.siebu jgliin kemm jiftah u jagliti nkoraggiment shili li1 pro­
getti bnal dawn fis-snin li gejjin. Huwa permezz ta' dawn il-progetti prattici illi 
nistgliu nsahliu 1-koperazzjoni bejn il-pajjizi tal-Mediterran u b'hekk jikbru u jisso­
daw aktar il-prospetti ta' stabbilita regjonali. Barra minn hekk, jekk Malta tigi 
ui.ata mhux aktar bhala bazi militari izda bhala centru fejn hemm dawn 1-attivita­
jiet prattid, il-gzira biz-zmien tinbidel f'centru fil-Mediterran li tista' tiehu hsieb 
il-bzonnijiet regjonali ft-oqsma ekonomiCi, politici u kulturali. B'dan il-mod, il-pro­
cess ta' djalogu bejn il-pajjizi tal-Mediterran, li glialih Malta nadmet b'tant kuragg 
f'dawn 1-anliar snin, jimxi 'I quddiem u 1-idejali ta' koperazzjoni regjonali jissanliu 
aktar. 

Biex jirnexxu 1-isforzi ta' Malta biex issir centru regjonali jinhtieg li jkun hemm 
ukoll il-facilitajiet ta' infrastruttura kollha li hernrn bzonn. Biex dawn 1-idejat iseh­
nu u Malta ssir centru gliall-organizzazzjoni ta' attivitajiet politki u kulturali u 
ta' attivitajiet olirajn li jgli.aqqdu 1-pajjizi kollha tal-Mediterran - kif ukoll bha]a 
6-centru gnall-organizzazzjonijiet nternazzjonali bhalrna hija 1-Awtorita ta' Qiegli 
il-Bali.ar - Malta jehtieg li jkollha centru gliall-konferenzi nternazzjonali 1i jkollu 
1-faciiltajiet kollha glial laqgliat ta' din ix-xorta. Is-Servizzi Nglizi dan 1-annar telqu 
!-Officers Transit Centre f'tfal Far u 1-Gvern ghandu 1-nsieb li dan il-blokk ta' bini 
jibdlu f'centru nternazzjonali gnall-konferenzi. 

Fis-snin li gejjin se tispicca glial kollox 1-istampa ta' Malta bhala fortizza qaw­
wija li taqdi lill-pajjiz barrani 1-aktar b'sanntu. Malta se tiehu dehra gdida ta' pajjiz 
rnarbut mal-kawza ta1-paci u ta' centru nternazzjona)i fejn il-popli ta1-Mediterran, 
wara sekli shah ta' taqlib u glied, se jiksbu idejal gdid li permezz tiegnu 1-Mediterran 
jilbes libsa gdida ta' rispett u ta' dinjita. 

V - GMELUQ 

Malta issa tinsab f'salib it-toroq tad-destin politiku u ekonomiku tagnha. F'in­
qas minn sentejn onra, il-bazi rnilitari Ngliza f'Malta tispkca glial kollox u 1-ftehim 
rnar-Renju Unit dwar 1-uiu tal-facilitajiet rnilitari f'Malta jintemm. L-ekonomija 
Maltija mbagnad rna tkunx aktar tista' tuia 1-ftus li f'dawn 1-ahhar snin dahn1et 
bliala rizultat tal-Ftehim: Malta lanqas rna jkollha aktar 1-qliegh ekonorniku li 
ddahhal mill-prezenza militari Ngliza. 

Fl-1979, meta jitilqu glial dejjern 1-ahhar suldati Nglizi, Malta tibda taqsima 
gdida fil-grajja tagnha. Malta tkun tista' mbaghad ghall-ewwel darba tgliix najja 
gdida u tghaddi ghal kollox minghajr in-nefqa militari tal-forzi barranin fi1-pajjii. 
Malta rnbaghad tkun tiddependi gnal kollox fuq attivitajiet ekonornici ghall-gliixien 
tagnha. 

Il-k?bor ta: din i.l-bicca xognolli pajji~_na d~hal gnaliha hu~a kbir ·.visq ghaliex 
ifisser b1dla sn1lia ft-1struttura tal-ekonomlJa ta Malta. Dan l-1mpenn bl-ebda mcd 
rna sar aktar liafif bil-grajjiet ekonornici koroh li dghajfu 1-aktar ekonomiji f'sahhit­
hom ft-Ewropa u 1-attivitajiet industrjali u kurnrnercjali 1i rninnhom issa Malta tr;d 
tiehu s·sahlia taghha. B'danakollu, dan bl-ebda mod rna xejjen 1-entuzjasmu ta' 
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Malta biex tilliaq 1-gnanijiet li ghandha quddiemha. Dan anzi sewa biss biex inissel 
fin-nazzjon sens aktar qawwi ta' sodisfazzjon u ta' kburija fit-triq li Malta ste-c;; 
gliaz1et Ji taqbad f'Mediterran nie1es, mingliajr 1-irbit ta1-prezenza tas-superpotenz1 

Hija tassew haga li tqawwi 1-qalb li n-nazzjon kollu issa qed iwiegeb glias-sejha 
tal-Gvern Malti glial gliaqda nazzjonali biex jintlaliaq 1-glian po1itiku ew1ieni li 
gl'iandna quddiemna. Issa hemm ukoli twegiba 1i timlina bil-kuragg minn inliawi 
politici barra minn Malta u 1-glianijiet tagliha issa saru naga wanda max-xewqat 
politiCi tal-Mediterran kollu. Hekk issa x-xewqa ta' Malta liielsa glial Mediterran 
hie1es hija 1-pedament Ji fuqha qed nibnu 1-isforzi politici tan-nazzjon u issa bdejna 
resqin sew u qed noqorbu dejjem aktar lejn iz-zmien meta nkunu nistghu nwettqu 
bis-sbih 1-glian ewlieni politiku ta' din il-gzira 1i goal tant snin kienet il -fortizza 
ta1-Mediterran. 

F'dawn 1-aliliar sitt snin 1-glianijiet socjali tan-nazzjon ukoll wettaqnihom 
b'determinazzjoni u 1-pajjiz issa jaqbel hafna rna' politika socjali li permezz tagliha 
noliolqu socjeta aktar hanina. Id-differenzi li kienu joholq u firdiet kbar bejn id 
diversi k1assijiet socjali ta' Malta issa tnaqqsu sew u issa fil-pajjiz gliandna armo­
nija socjali aktar mi11i qatt kellna qabel. Minliabba f'hekl<, is-socjeta Ma1tija issa 
saret kommunita aktar magliquda, akat:ar hanina u aktar marbuta. 

Flimkien ma1-mizuri mahsuba biex ikun hawn tqassim alijar ta1-qliegli kien 
hawn ukoll tqassirn aktar gust tar-rizorsi nazzjonali : dan gara kemrn permezz tal­
basta mizuri 1i ha 1-Gvern biex il-qliegh jinqasarn ahjar u kif ukoll permezz taL 
programm kbir ta' investiment pubbliku 1-aktar fis-settur tas-sahha u fi1-bini tad­
djar biex 1-infrastruttura socjali tal-pajjiz tkun fuq bazi aktar soda. 

Fis-snin 1i gejjin i1-Gvern fi hsiebu jkompli jiehu 1-mizuri socja1i li jkollhom 
bhala ghan li jghinu 1-aktar lil certi gruppi socjali fil-pajjiz. Diga twettqu bosta 
mizuri jew inkella qed jigu studjati mizuri olira bli.ala parti mill-programm tal-Gvern 
biex isahhah dejjem aktar 1-istruttura soejali tal-pajjiz skond ix-xewqa nazzjonali 
1i f'Malta nwaqqfu socjeta 1i tiddependi fuqha nnifisha, socjeta moderna li tiehu 
hsieb dawk li jelitiegu 1-gliajnuna. 

Fost dawn i1-mizuri prattici nsibu aktar riformi ft-amministrazzjoni tat-taxxa 
tad-dhul b1-ghajnuna ta' esperti minn barra 1-pajjiz bil-ghan li nnaqasu kem11 jist1' 
jkun 1-evazjoni tat-taxxa; aktar titjib fl-ghadd ta' servizzi socjali li jipprovdi 1-Gvern 
fosthom 1-eskema 1-gdida tas-sahha 1i permezz taghha se jitwaqqfu servizzi mediCi 
komprensivi gl'iall-harsien u 1-kura tas-sezzjonijiet kollha tal-popo1azzjoni; u tqassim 
ahjar tad-djar u aktar nies 1i jko11hom id-dar taghhom stcss permezz tal-Awtorita 
tad-Djar biex hekk nizguraw li anki 1-aktar farn ilja fqira f'Ma1ta tista' tgawdi gnixien 
ahjar fi djar komdi. 

F'dan 1-ispirtu ta' ftehim socja1i, it-triq issa tinsab imwittija glial socjeta aktar 
maghquda u li fiha kulhadd jghix bhal familja wahda, fejn rna jezistux vriviJeogi 
~Ia bzonn u fejn is-se_zzjonijiet 1-anqas ixxurtj~ti tal-komunita Maltija jkunu jistghu 
Jgawdu huma wkoll 1!-frott tal-progress nazzJona1i. 

~is-snin li _gejjin il-Gvern se jaghrnel hiltu kollha biex jizviluppa kemm jiflah 
fo~~- ~1-kommumt~ kollh_a nteres~. ~kb_ar u _p~r_t:Cip~zzjoni socja1i akbar fil-hajja tal ­
P~JJlZ. 11-Gv~rn Jl'loss h wa.~a~ ~~-z.rnten h ~~c:tt_admi Maltin jibdew jiendu sehem 
b1l-qal~ u b mte:es~ fi h~~)Jeg h _JOlqtu mlll-qnb i1-hajja taglihom ta' kuljum It­
t~aqqi! ta1-kum1tat1 tal-gme_n _se. )kun pass lejn din id-direzzjoni - 1 e\ ·we) p::tss 
f esp_eq~~za kollha kern.~ ~~ gd1da gl'lall-poplu Malti 1i per:nezz tngh!n d-diversi 
sezz)ompet tal-kommumta jkollhom sehern fit-tmexxija tal-pajjiz. 

, D1n il-process ta' partec:pnzjoni se nwessghuh fis-sPi"l Ji gej;i1 u nifirxub 
t oqsma ohra, 1-aktar fil-qasam tax-xoghol. 11-haddiema, hu x'inhu x-xoghol Ji jagh-
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mlu, se jkunu mhegga biex jielidu nteress akbar u anki biex jielidu dmirijiet fil-post 
tax-xogho1 minn fejn jaqilgliu x'jiek1u u se jkunu mhegga jielidu sehem f'forom 
godda ta' djalogu bejn min jalidem u min imexxi. Bis-salilia ta' dan, gliandu jk~ 
hem.m kuntatt aktar liieles bejn iz-zewg naliat 1i gliandu jgliinhom alijar il-problem1 
ta' xubcin u jkabbar fihom rieda akbar biex jintlaliqu 1-glianijiet generali. 

Is-sehem tal-liaddiema fit-Tarzna u f'intraprizi olira kienet esperjenza 1i qaw­
wiet i1~1ub u dan issa jista' jservi bliala l~udellli fuqu nibnu skemi olira ta' parte­
Cipazzjoni :mill-liaddiema. Is-sehem dirett tal-liaddiema waqt li qed jittielidu d-deCiz~ 
jonijiet u fit-tmex:rija ta' kuljum tal-postijiet fejn jalidmu, jekk jidliol b'mod gliaqh 
u jekk isir bir-responsabbilita, jista' jwassal glial aktar efficjenza fuq ix-xoglio1 u 
ghal livelli oghla ta' produzzjoni. Dawn burna zewg affarijiet 1i tabilliaqq nelitigu­
hom fiz-Z1nden meta 1-pajjiZ qed iliejji ruliu biex jilqa' 1-isfida li gliandu quddiemu 
u 1-Gvern mhux fi lisiebu jibqa' lura izda lest biex imexxi hu f'din it-triq ta' parrte­
cipazzjoni mill-liaddiema. 

L-ekonomija ta' Malta mxiet 'il quddiem sew f'dawn is-snin 1-aktar meta wie­
lied igib quddiem gliajnejh it-taqlib ekonomiku ntemazzjonali 1i fixkel il-progress ta' 
pajjiZi moghnija b'rizorsi nazzjonali ferro akbar minn taglina. Madankollu, min­
kejja dak li diga sar, 1-aktar sfida iebsa ghal Malta fis-snin li gejjin se tkun li nlestu 
fil-liin il-process li permezz tiegliu nbiddlu 1-istruttura ekonomika ta1-pajjiz. 

Hekk kif in-nazzjon qed joqrob 1ejn il-liin 1-aktar iebes tal-izvilupp ekonomiku 
tiegliu, esperti ekonomici nternazzjonali qeglidin ibassru gejjieni aktarx imeajpar 
gliall-bqija ta' dawn 1-gliaxar snin; id-dinja ndustrjali tal-Punent gliad gliandha 
quddiemha prospetti koroh ta' aktar qagliad, rati glioljin ta' infiazzjoni, rati aktar 
baxxi ta' zvilupp u deficit fil-bilanc tal-pagamenti. L-esperjenza ta' dawn 1-aliliar 
erba' snin uriet illi fi Zm.inijiet blial dawn 1-ekonomija ta' Malta li hija miftulia 
berali u li tista' tintlaqat sew m'gliandha ebda tama Ii teliles mill-effett sliih ta' dawn 
il-problemi u tolirog bla mittiefsa. 

Fi :iminijiet ta' risq, 1-impenn ta' Malta biex tfassa1 liajja ekonomika gdida rna 
kenitx tkun xi bicca xoglio1 liafifa, izda meta 1-qaghda nternazzjonali hija daqshekk 
hazina, ix-xoghol ta' Malta jsir bil-wisq aktar difficli. Wielied glialhekk jifhem ma­
lajr it-taiba li gliamlet Malta lill-erba' pajjizi girien tagliha - il-Libja u 1-Algerija; 
1-Italja u Franza - glial garanziji dwar il-vijabbilita tagliha fi-ewwel snin. Malta 
tabilliaqq qed taglimel liilitha biex tqieglied pedamenti sodi glial ba:ii ndustrjali 
b'saliliitha 1i permezz taghha tkun tista' tikseb indipendenza ekonomika fl-iqsar 
zmien possibbli. 

Dan is-Suppliment tal-Pjan waqt li tana 1-opportunita naraw 1-ii.vilupp li sar 
s'issa f'Malta f'diversi setturi, tana 1-opportunita wkoll 1i fi-istess liin naglitu harsa 
gdida 1ejn kemm hi kbira 1-isfida ekonomika li Malta gliandha quddiemha u 1ejn 
il-mezzi kif nistgliu nsaliliu 1-istrategija ta' 1-izvilupp ta' Malta. 

Glialhekk waqt li 1-glianijiet generali jibqgliu 1-istess 1i dehru fi1-Pjan ta' Zvi­
lupp, it-tattika ghall-iZvilupp ekonomiku ta' pajjizna se nsaliliuha biex naghmlu 
u.Zu tal-bidla fic-Cirkostanzi u biex 1-ekonomija lokali tieliu vantagg sliili mill-oppor­
tunitajiet godda li gliandna quddiemna 1-ii.jed fil-Mediterran. ls-settur tal-manifat­
tura xorta gliad gliandu sehem tassew importanti biex nilliqu 1-glianijiet tal-Pjan 
ghalkemm dan is-Suppliment tal-Pjan jagliraf sewwa 1-importanza li Malta fi hsiebha 
tagliti aktar 'il quddiem lis-settur tas-'servizzi' biex tizviluppa 1-ekonomija. 

Dawn burna servizzi, madankollu, li huma differenti mis-servizzi li Malta tat 
f'dawn 1-aliliar snin u li kellhom x'jaqsmu 1-aktar mat-turiimu u rna' servizzi olira 
bhalu. Dan huwa settur ta' servizzi li hu differenti mill-olirajn u li joffru bosta pos­
sibilitajiet godda 1i Malta fi lisiebha tipprova tisfrutta kemm jista' jkun fis-snin li 
gejjin. 
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Din it-triq gdida ta' Malta bhala eentru ewlieni regJonali glial dak li huwa 
servicing se jaghti opportunita shiha gh~ll-izvilupp. tar-~izorsi loka!i u .I.~~ktar. f~st­
hom 1-ui:u ta' snajja' teknid u ta' esperJenza tekmka h ghandna fil-paJJIZ fi zm1en 
meta ft-inliawi ta' madwarna hawn domanda kbira glial dan it-tip ta' servizzi. 

Dak 1i qieghed jistinka ghalih il-pajjiz f'waqt hekk importanti tal-grajja poli­
tika u ekonomika tieghu issa qed tapprezzah sezzjoni kbira - u li dejjem qeglida 
tikber - tal-kommunita Maltija. Il-helsien shin minn hajja li kienet marbuta wisq 
mal-valur strategiku taL-pajjiz ghall-qawwiet militari barranin, madankollu, diga 
gab responsabbilitajiet u d.mirijiet aktar iebsa fuq spallejn ic-cittadini kollha Mal­
tin - u dawn id-dmirijiet se jkunu aktar tqal fis-snin li gejjin fuqna. 

Fehma soda fost kulhadd, glialhekk, li rna nibzghux nidhlu ghal dawn id-dmi­
rijiet godda izda li nwettquhom bl-akbar hila ghandha tkun dik ix-xi haga tant 
siewja 1i permezz taghha nwettqu bis-shih ix-xewqat kollha ta' Malta. U huwa 
1-aktar f'dan il-kwadru 1i wiehed ghandu jhares lejn is-sehem ta' kull cittadin Malti 
fis-snin 1i resqin . 

Huwa minnu li 'huwa d-dmir tal-Gvern permezz tad-diversi mizuri li jista' jiehu, 
1i johloq fil-pajjiz klima tajba bizzejjed li ggib 'il quddiem H-progress ekonomiku u 
1-izvilupp socjali fil-pajjiz. Izda huwa ft-ahhar mill-ahhar il-haddiem Malti li ghandu 
s-sehem 1-aktar importanti biex jintlahqu 1-ghanijiet generali tal-pajjiz. Dan kien 
minn dejjem it-twemmin tal-Gvern Laburista - li permezz ta' dixxiplina maghna 
nfusna, xognol iebes u hidma onesta, i1-G:iejjer Maltin setghu jilqghu 1-isfida u 
jhaddmu d-dmirijiet kollha ta' nazzjon. 

Fis-snin li gejjin, glia1hekk, it-titjib fi1-livell ta1-ghixien ta1-kommunita Maltija 
se jkun jiddependi aktar minn haga ohra fuq it-twegiba li se jaghtu 1-haddiema 
Maltin gl'ta1 din is-sejl'ta - gl'tall-l'ttiega urgenti li nkabbru 1-produttivita, in:iidu 
1-produzzjoni u nsiru aktar efficjenti. Ghaldaqshekk, it-titjib fil-livell tal-ghixien u 
fil-kondizzjonijiet tax-xoghol se jiddependi 1-aktar fuq 1-isforzi tal-haddiema kollha 
Maltin li b'dan il-mod ghandhom jghinu sew fi1-mixja tal-pajji:i lejn gejjieni isban 
u lejn il-helsien, lejn fiducja akbar ft-isforzi taghna u lejn 1-indipendenza. 

Meta wiel'ted jifhem dawn 1-ambizzjonijiet godda ta1-pajjiz, is-sehem tal-ghaq­
diet tal-haddiema Maltin fiz-:imien li gej jiehu tifsira wisq aktar kbira. 11-moviment 
tal-haddiema Maltin, li dejjem wettaq id-dmirijiet tiegnu, liadem bla heda biex 
itejjeb il-kondizzjonijiet tax-xoghol tal-naddiem Malti u mill-1971 hadem mill-qrib 
sew mal-Gvern Laburista u sab kull ghajnuna minn ghandu. F'dan il-nin fil-process 
tal-iivilupp ta' Malta u f'socjeta Maltija li qeglida tinbidel, il-moviment tal-naddie­
ma f'Malta qieglied bil-mod il-mod jikseb dejjem aktar basta esperjenzi godda. 
Hekk, nghidu anna, skemi li permezz taghhom il-liaddiema jiehdu sehem kemm 
waqt li qed isiru d-dedzjonijiet kif ukoll fil-qsim tal-profitti, hurna esperjenzi godda 
1i zgur se jliallu effett li rna jitnassarx fir-relazzjonijiet ndustrjali f'Malta u fil-process 
ta' zvilupp socjali u ekonomiku fil-pajjiz. 

Fis-snin 1i resqin 1-ghaqdiet ta1-naddiema Maltin ghandhorn jinteressaw run­
hom aktar mill-qrib u jiehdu sehem akbar fi skemi 1i permezz tagl'ihom joghla 1-livell 
ta' edukazzjoni u 1-livell tekniku tal-naddiema Maltin. Hemm :iewg modi kif nistgnu 
nilhqu dan 1-ghan - se jingnata nkuraggiment shin u 1-ghajnuna kollha lill-had­
diema, kemm fis-sett;ur pu~bliku kif u~ol1 fis-settur privat, li jkunu jridu jiehdu 
sehe~ ?liala ~.t.ude~tl/tia~dtema fi s~e~t .ta' edukazzjon! li jgliinuhom jizviluppaw 
s-snana tekmct u Jakkwistaw kwahfiki It gnandhom x'Jaqsmu direttament fix-xo­
gli?1 jew fil-I?r?fe~~joni tagnhoJ?. ~-gliaqdie~ ta.l-haddiema Maltin gliandhom jiehdu 
hs1eb ukoll h Jn~JJU programm1 ta edukazzJ.o~~ ghall-haddiema taghhom li permezz 
tagnhom dawn tkollhom sens akbar tad-dmmJiet u tal-obbligi taolihom Iejn i1-pajjiz 
f'waqt ta' bid1a li bhalissa ghaddejjin minnu. b 
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Waqt li 1-pajjiz ihares 1ejn il-gejjieni b'kuragg u b'determinazzjoni, il-fatt 1i 
wielied jaf li din il-bid1a fi-istruttura ekonomika tagnna se tkun il-pedament li fuqu 
nibnu 1-isforzi nazzjonali tagbna fis-snin li gejjin, jaghti tifsira akbar Iil dak li rridu 
naglim1u. Il-pajjiz kollu issa jaf mingnajr 1-iCken dubju 1i 1-mixja tiegnu 1ejn il-pro­
gress hi mixja 1ejn i1-kisba ta' dinjita u ta' rispett gbalina nfusna - lejn najja gdida 
mibnija fuq 1-isforzi tagbna stess u fuq newtralita attiva li permezz tagbha nkunu 
qed nahdmu gnal stabbilita fir-regjun ta1-Mediterran, ghall-progress socjali u gna11-
pati. 

Glianijiet u Ragunijiet 

L-Gnan ta ' dan 1-Abbozz huwa Ii 1-Kamra tkun tista' tiddiskuti s-Supp1iment 
gnali-Pjan ta' Zvilupp gha1 Malta 1973-80. 

• 
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A BILL 

entitled 

AN ACT to make provision in respect of a Supplement to the De­
velopment Plan for the period 1973-80. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of fue House o[ Representatives, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: 
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I. This Act may be cited as the Development Plan (Supple- Short title. 
ment) Act, 1978. 

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 2 of the Develop- Supplement 
ment Plan Act 1976, the Supplement to the Development Plan for to the Plan. 
Malta 1973-8{) contained in fue Schedule of this Act shall also serve 
as a basis for investment programmes and as an instrument for the 
guidance of economic growth and social progress for the period end-
ing 31st March, 198{), 

(Section 2) 
SCHEDULE 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR MALTA 1973-80 

SUPPLEMENT 

FORBWORD 

Planning is a continuous process, especially in a small developing island eco­
nomy such as Malta's which is very sensitive to international economic events. 

Significant progress has already been achieved in the implementation of various 
schemes and programmes on the lines of the strategy outlined in the 1973-80 Deve­
lopment Plan. The development exercise in the last years, however, has also spread 
along other openings which are being discovered with the rapid conversion of Malta 
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into a major Mediterranean Centre. These new opportunities have al~ea~y been 
evaluated by various Ministries and other development-oriented orgamsatzon_s as 
evidence of a strong contribution towards the attainment of the overall natzonal 
objectives. 

At this stage, the publication of this Plan Supplement will form an adequate 
basis for discussion by those sections of the Maltese community which are particu­
larly concerned with the Island's process of economic development. In the light of 
public reaction to this document, the Plan Supplement will be discussed and 
approved in Parliament, thus ensuring a deeper national commitment to the new 
tasks ahead which should provide a major stimulus to the more traditional areas of 
Malta's economic growth. 

I - INTRODUCTION 

Malta is now about half way through the 1973-80 Development Plan. This is 
perhaps the right moment to review and assess progress achieved so far in the light 
of domestic developments and of a changing international environment. This assess­
ment should also provide the opportunity to fit within the overall national strategy 
new experiences and ideas acquired since the Plan was launched in 1973; these 
cannot but bolster Malta's development. 

This Plan Supplement is therefore divided broadly into three main sections. 
The first section is an appraisal of the development effort to date- a wide ranging 
look at the political, economic and social performance of the Maltese Islands since 
1971. The second part contains a broad indication of the e"{tent and magnitude of 
the major tasks and objectives ahead. The final section reviews new opportunities 
for development which, if grasped and explored fully, would become Malta'<; 
additional avenues for development to strengthen the strategy detailed in the Plan. 

The basic objective of the 1973-80 Development Plan, and of this Supplement, 
is to lead the Maltese Islands to a situation of full economic viability whereby the 
expenditure by British military forces stationed on the Island - on which Malta's 
economy was traditional1y dependent - wiU be phased out completely by end­
March 1979 when the British military base on the Island will be closed down. 

The inspiration of this Supplement too remains that of the original Plan itself. 
Notwithstanding the turbulence of external economic upheavals of 1974 and 1975 
from which Malta could not and did not escape unscathed, the Island's political 
commitment remains solid and unshaken. By the set date - 31st March 1979 -
Malta will discard completely its traditional fortress role and fashion a new way of 
life unlinked in any way to war, a role in which the :vtaltese people will earn their 
livelihood through honest endeavour and initiative in the fields of manufacturing. 
ship repairing, shipbuilding, agriculture, tourism, commerce and other services. 

This new role will come about primarily through self-help, because this is the 
basic philosophy of the Maltese Labour Government. The people of Malta voted for 
this philosophy in June 1971 and renewed their mandate in September 1976. 

The Maltese people are facing this new historic task with courage and deter­
mination. The country has embarked with enthusiasm along the path which it hac; 
unequivocally chosen, and which has been clearly mapped out in the Development 
Plan, towards a life of friendly collaboration and harmony with all other countries 
particularly those nearby. a life of hard work, of moral rejuvenation, of true free­
dom. On this road of humane democratic socialism, the Maltese people will move 
forward in peace and prosperity. 

. _,___.___~---
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II - PLAN PERFORMANCE 

POLITICAL FRONTIERS 

During the last six years Malta has striven incessantly for the el?e~gence of a 
new order in the Mediterranean founded on an awareness of the baste mterdepen­
dence of Western Europe and the Arab States. It is also Malta's firm conviction 
that it can only pursue this new path of neutrality and non-alignment in the service 
of peace if her efforts are support ed by both Arabs and Europeans. 

For this purpose Malta's policies have been aimed at phasing out the country's 
dependence on the traditional exploitation of its strategic position for military 
purposes; peace-inspired economic activities and programmes will instead contn­
bute to the prosperity and social progress of the Maltese community within a 
framework of regional peace and stability. 

Malta's foreign policy has undergone a drastic change since 1971. It is now a 
policy of strict non-alignment to any of the tw::> super powers based on the belief 
that their permanent military presence in the Mediterranean Sea does not serve the 
true interests of peace in the region. Thus, in 1971 Malta closed down the NATO 
Headquarters to free itself from the political affiliations of the past and to lessen 
extraneous political influences in the central Mediterranean region. 

In March 1972 an Agreement was en tered into with Britain which laid down the 
terms of the phasing out of the British military base. The Agreement not only 
excludes the use of Malta for aggressive purposes against any state but also contains 
the explicit condition that, whatever the circumstances, Malta will never be used, 
even defensively, against any of the Arab states. In 1976 Malta joined the Group 
of 77 as a further indication of MaltJ's determination to join the ranks of the non­
aligned movement, free of any exclusive political attachments and links. 

Malta has at the same time striven unceasingly to improve relations and 
establish closer contacts with various European and Arab countries . As a result of 
the political and economic initiatives undertaken bv M1lta at the international 
level, there now exists close co-operation between Malta and other nations who 
genuinely share Malta's aspirations and ideals. The successful renegotiation of the 
Association Agreement with the European Economic Community, and the bilateral 
agreements on economic and technical co-operation with a wide range of countri es 
including the Libyan Arab Jamahirija. Italy, China, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, France 
and W. Germany, all bear witness to the success which has been achieved by these 
new policies. 

Only through a deep sense of unitv between all the states of the Mediterranean 
region and by the emergence of a new autonomous region can the vision of Medi­
terranean peace and prosperity be truly enhanced. This explains the firm stand 
taken by the Government of Malta at the Conference on Security and Co-operation 
in Europe held in Helsinki in 1975. Malta's initiative rec;ulted finally in an agree­
ment by all participating states that there could be no European security without 
Mediterranean security These efforts in Helsinki, as well as those at a later date in 
Belgrade, will hopefully one day enable all Mediterranean states to sPeak with a 
common voice on matters that affect their security and political destiny. 

Malta's.role as a br.i~ge for peac~ ?etween the continents of Europe and Africa 
~as no~ gamed recogmt10n and political support by various countries. To these 
tdeologtcal overtures have also been added strong links of an economic nature 
forged with Malta's Mediterranean neighbours and other friendly countries sharing 
Malta's aspirations . 
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Malta's concern to establish a new political horizon for the Mediterranean area 
based on regional harmony and co-operation has been accompanied by an equaHy 
determined effort to modernize and to revitalise its own internal environment. In 
December 1974 a new Constitution was approved by the Maltese Parliament which 
made Malta a democratic republic within the Commonwealth founded on work and 
on respect for the fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual. It made Malta 
fully responsible for the management of its own affairs and allowed full freedom 
of conscience and religious belief. 

. ·- ----

These principles, together with others which were enshrined in Malta's new 
constitution, should help the process of reform of the Maltese society and 
ultimately lead to the strengthening of national cohesion and solidarity - a spirit 
which is particularly vital at this crucial stage of the country's development. 

ECONO~CPERFORMANCE 

The attainment of Malta's political, economic and social objectives will not be 
possible without a restructuring of the economy in such a way as to make it more 
self-reliant and no longer dependent on earnings derived from the rendering of 
military services. The strategy to achieve these objectives is based on industrially­
oriented growth with a prominent role being also assigned to market services, 
particularly tourism, shipping and commerce. 

By the end of 1976 economic performance in many respects was broadly in 
line with, or had even surpassed, the targets of the Development Plan. The relative 
importance of the foreign military base continued to decline. The rate of growth 
in real gross domestic product was considerably above the average projected for 
the whole Plan period. The designated growth sectors, particularly industrial 
enterprises and tourism, made steady progress. The rate of increase in real output 
was higher than anticipated due to an increase in the number of gainfully occupied 
persons and, in particular, to a fast rise in output per worker. Productivity was 
higher than originally assumed in the Plan as a result of increased labour efficiency 
and a fuller utilisation of available productive capacity. 

The Development Plan relies mainly on an economic structure based on a 
healthy industrial sector, although in the coming years the Government plans to 
develop fully those service industries which exploit Malta's unique geographic and 
other advantages. The fact that the directly productive sector increased its share of 
economic contribution from around 42 per cent in 1973 to about 48 per cent in 
1976 is a very encouraging sign. On the other hand, the share of non-market services 
which include the rendering of military services dropped from 22 per cent in 1973 
to 18 per cent in 1976. 

Since the Plan was launched, the manufacturing sector has made the desired 
rate of progress in spite of a background of international crises, including recession 
and inflation. The major driving force behind the upturn in economic activity 
during the last four years has been provided by the strong performance and the 
rapid growth of the export sector. After having successfully managed to survive the 
abrupt downswing in demand in Malta's principal export markets in the latter part 
of 1974, manufacturing output recovered sharply, rising from £M65 million in 1973 
to £Ml31.8 million in 1976. The doubling of the value of output in such a short 
time reflects mainly a fuller utilization of existing productive capacity as well as the 
successful attraction and setting up of new enterprises since the launching of the 
Plan. 

Since 1973, 116 new manufacturing projects started production, Plan targets 
for employment in manufacturing enterprises had aimed at an addition of 7,600 
jobs during the years 1973 to 1976; in fact by the end of 1976 about 8,700 new jobs 
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were provided. These additional employment opportunities coupled with the growth 
in manufacturing output are in themselves a healthy indication of the success 
achieved by intensive efforts to seek new export outlets and to maintain local com­
petitiveness in foreign markets by judicious control over domestic prices and 
production costs. Domestic exports grew from £M31.8 million in 1973 to £M80.l 
million in 1976, representing an increase in volume of about 67 per cent which is 
again ahead of Plan target. 

The tourist industry too made remarkable progress despite the depressive 
economic conditions prevailing in countries from which come the majority of 
tourists visiting Malta. The number of tourist arrivals in 1976 was 339,537 com­
pared with a Plan target of 289,200. This impressive performance was also reflected 
in the amount of foreign exchange earned from this sector and permitted increased 
profitability and a higher rate of occupancy in hotels and other tourist accommoda­
tion which were previously underutilized. 

In 1976 gross national product per head reached an average of £M730 com­
pared to £M413 in 1973. When allowance is made for price increases, this represents 
an average rate of real increase of about 15 per cent per year, which was above anti­
cipation. The benefits from the increase in national income were fairly apportioned 
between the various social groups through a conscious policy aimed at improving 
the relative incomes of the most needy. 

RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF FOREIGN MILITARY BASE 

Table II.l 

1973 1974 1975 1976 

A. (a) Rent for British Base (fiM mil-
lion) 13.5 13.6 13.5 13.0 

(b) Current Government Revenue 
(£M million) 54.6 71.6 81.6 97.6 
(a) as a % of (b) 19.0% 16.5% 13.3% 

B. (a) Receipts from Military Services 
at British Base (£M million) ... 28.7 27.3 31.1 27.7 

(b) Gross foreign exchange earn· 
ings (£M million) 105.9 142.7 168.2 206.0 
(a) as a % of (b) 27.1% 19.1 % 18.5% 13.4% 

c. (a) Employment with British Base 4,892 4,423 4,166 3,329 
(b) Total Employment 102,981 102,310 107,814 110,518 

(a) as a % of (b) 4.8% 4.3% 3.9% 3.0% 

Notes: A (a) and (b): Amounts refer to financial years which start in April and end in March of the 
following year. 

B (a): Made up of sales to British Servicemen and dependents materials and contracts pay-
ments for public uti!Hies, wages earned by Maltese employ:es and Base Rent. ' 
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SOURCE AND ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES 

Table II.2 
(at factor cost 1973 prices) 

I 
I 1973 ll 1974 I 1975 

\ £Mm I £Mm £Mm 

:------~~-·-·--

1 I 
I I 
I 1oo.9 116.o 

.. . 98.0 1 109.2 

TOTAL ... ... ... ... -·~~8.9 I 225.2 

I I 

SOURCE 

GDP at factor cost ... 

Imports of Goods and Services 

ALLOCATION 

140.7 

110.9 

251.6 

1976 

Actual Average Annual i Plan 
£Mm Rate of Change 1 £Mm 

j --1 
I cv 1 

0 I 
I 

I 

167.0 i 18.3 l 122.1 

125.2 I 8.5 I 123.2 

292.2 i 13.7 245.3 

! 

I 100.2 I 110.3 

. . .. I 23.4 I 26.8 

Exports of Goods and Servtces .. . .. . I 75.3 
1 

88 .1 

Consumption ... 

Gross Investment 

118.1 

27.9 

105.6 

132.9 I 9.8 112.8 

36.9 I 16.4 32.2 

122.4 I 17.6 I 100.3 

TOTAL ... I 198.9 225.2 251.6 292.2 I 13.7 I 245.3 

NOTE: Actual figures for 1976 are provisional. 

Average Annual 
i Rate of Change 

O' .o 

6.6 

7.9 

7.2 

4.0 

11.2 

10.0 

7.2 
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Expenditure on consumption as a proportion of income during the years 
1973~76 moved in the desired direction with an increasing volume of consumption 
being accompanied by a higher proportion of income saved. Consumption in real 
terms grew by about 9.8 per cent; this is substantially higher than the projected 
growth rate of 4 per cent envisaged in the Plan. The growth of income was, 
however, also much higher than anticipated. Consumption expenditure in money 
terms rose at an average annual rate of 14.6 per cent during the last three years 
compared with an increase of 22 per cent in gross national product. 

The real gross fixed capital formation and expenditure on investment up to 
1976 were also broadly in line with Plan targets. Considering that during the initial 
years of a plan period the rate of investment is normally expected to be on a lower 
scale, gaining momentum in later years, investment by the private sector was in line 
with anticipated requiremer.ts, while public sector inv':'stment increased 1n fact at 
a faster pace than projected. 

INVESTMENT 

(at factor cost 1973 prices) 
Table II.3 

Plan Actual 
1973/79 1973 / 76 

£M million £M million 

Public investment 94.2 46.9 

Private investment 119.0 54.9 

Total gross fixed capital formation 213.2 101.8 

The vast programme of public sector investment to strengthen the infrastruc­
ture and embark on new productive projects was well in advance of Plan targets. 
In the four year period between April 1973 and March 1977 total capital expendi­
ture reached £M102.4 million. This expenditure was incurred on fixed capital and by 
way of capital subscriptions in oommercial and other ventures. 

Major infrastructural projects which have already reached an advanced stage 
of execution include the airport extension, harbour development, improvement in 
the road network, the extension of the sewage system and the borehole and water 
conservation schemes. The internal and external telecommunications systems too 
are being vastly expanded to meet existing and future demand. 

Several other facilities and services essential for development were improved 
or introduced. ~n ef:Iicient c?mmerci~l bankin.g syste?l in which the people of 
Malta have a direct mterest IS now m operation, wh1le the Investment Finance 
Bank has been established as provided for in the Plan to make available investment 
finan~e for industrial projects on term~ beyond those normally provided by com­
mereta! banks. Thus, the Investmen~ Fman~e. Ba~k c~n provide. medium and long 
term finance and can also take eqmty partJCipatiOn m productive activities. It is 
also geared to underwrite stocks issued on the local money market and to channel 
domestic savings to industrial, tourist and other development projects by launching 
development stocks or bonds for public subscription. 
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The national air and shipping lines were set up to ensure better means of com­
munication in the interest of Malta's expanding manufacturing and tourist indus­
tries_ Other essential services, such as oil importation and storage, and telecommu­
nications including broadcasting were brought under Maltese ownership and 
control. 

Capital expenditure was also incurred by the Government on directly produc­
tive ventures such as the "IZra' u Rabbi" project for the development of agriculture 
and the trawler fishing project. In the industrial field the Government supplemented 
private investment initiatives by setting up a number of enterprises on its own with 
foreign technical assistance or on a joint venture basis with foreign private investors 
and public agencies. 

The Drydocks was reorganised and turned into a viable enterprise. At the 
same time a vast programme to increase ship repair facilities and to introduce 
shipbuilding facilities on a large scale was embarked upon and is well in progress. 
This programme includes the construction of a 300,000 ton dock with Chinese 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE BY THE PUBLIC SECTOR 

Table II.4 £M million 

1973 74* 1974175• l975f76* 1976/77• Total 

----
INVESTMENT 

Ship repair and Shipbuilding 1.1 1.1 3.7 4.3 10.2 
Development of Industries 6.1 2.0 12.7 8.9 I 29.7 
Tourism 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 1.5 
Telecommunications 0.2 0.6 3.9 2.5 7.2 
Agriculture and Fisheries ... 0.5 1.3 0.7 0.9 3.4 

8.3 5.4 21.3 17.0 52.0 
-- -

INFRASTRUCTURE ,----
Airport Development 0.5 1.5 2.4 3.2 7.6 
Port Development 0.4 0.8 1.8 1.7 4.7 
Electricity• • 1.0 1.1 0.9 0.9 3.9 
Water 0.3 0.5 1.1 0.9 2.8 
Roads 1.1 1.8 2.0 1.4 6.3 
Sewers 0.3 0.4 1.8 1.4 3.9 

3.6 6.1 10.0 9.5 29.2 
----

SOCIAL 
Health 0.2 0.5 1.1 1.2 3.0 
Education 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.9 
Housing 1.8 2.6 4.1 4.6 13.1 
Public Property, etc. 3.0 0.3 0.5 0.4 4.2 

- -- - -- - -
5.3 3.7 5.9 6.3 21.2 

- ---
TOTAL ... 17.2 15.2 37.2 32.8 102.4 

• Financial years starting in April and ending in '\farch . 

•• Incl11ding eKpenditure by the Malta Electricity Board . 



technical and financial assistance and the construction of the Marsa Shipbuilding 
Yard in which an equity participation from the Libyan Arab Jamahirija has been 
secured. These two projects should help to establish Malta as the leading ship 
repair and shipbuilding centre in the Mediterranean. 

The overall trend in the volume of imports was consistent with Plan anticipa­
tions while exports were ahead of projections. The trade deficit, which widened 
considerably during 1974 due to a marked rise in the value of imports caused by 
the rise in oil prices and inflation abroad, was narrowed in later years. The propor­
tion of exports to imports also improved from 41 per cent in 1973 to 54 per cent 
in 1976. 

Notwithstanding the adverse effects of external price increases and depressed 
market conditions in Malta's major trading partners, the balance of payments 
turned out to be healthier than anticiplted. The rise in exports, the increased 
income from tourism and the substantially higher income accruing from Maltese 
investments abroad generated handsome surpluses on current account, and total 
foreign reserves rose from £M160.2 million in 1973 to £M286.6 million in 1976. 

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS CURRENT ACCOUNT 

(Current Prices) 
Table II.5 £M million 

L=_ 1976 
1973 1974 (Prov.) 

Exports of goods and services 75.3 110.4 137.3 171.7 

Imports of goods and services - 98.0 -148.4 I -159.7 1 -195.8 

Net investment income from abroad 7.5 12.5 18.3 I 19.2 

Net transfers 28.5 30.6 29.2 31.9 

Current Account Balance +13.3 + 5.1 + 25.1 + 27.0 

During the years 1973-76 manpower resources rose faster than projected in the 
Plan. This was mainly due to the net repatriation of 2,698 Maltese citizens in 1975 
and 1976 instead of the projected net emigration of 6,000 persons. Other factors 
contributing towards an increase in the number of people seeking work included 
the shedding of labour by established firms adversely hit by world recession which 
also had a dampening effect on the rate of job creation in other firms with addi­
tional employment potential; and the release of workers from low-productivity 
economic activities. These were unable to absorb fully the higher labour costs 
resulting from the introduction of a national minimum wage in November 1974 and 
of other significant improvements in labour conditions deemed essential for the 
welfare of workers in general. 

Employment in most economic sectors was broadly in line with Plan projec­
tions. Agriculture, transp~r~ and con:municati?ns emi?lo~ed a larger number of 
persons than had been antiCJ_Pated, wh1le the pnv~te bmldmg industry experienced 
a net shortfall a~ a substantial part of the publi~ works programme previously 
performed by pnvate contractors was undertaken d1rectly by workers in the labour 
corps. 
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The rate of providing new jobs in the manufacturing sector was maintained at 
a steady pace, even though these efforts were severely affected by the adve~se 
conditions in foreign markets and by a marked reluctance by some prospective 
entrepreneurs to take investment decisions during such an internationally difficult 
period. The fact that the net increase in employment in the manufacturing sector 
was lower than projected while the growth in production was much higher than 
expected can be explained by the marked rise in output per worker. It is estimated 
that the value of real output per worker in this sector since 1973 increased by an 
average annual rate of around 8 per cent against 4.5 per cent originally assumed in 
the Plan. 

EMPLOYMENT 
Table 11.6 

I 
1976 

1973 1974 1975 
Actual Plan 

I Projection 

4,892 1 Military Base ... 4,423 4,166 3,329 1 3,260 
Agriculture and fisheries ... 6,751 6,874 7,066 7,314 5,940 
Construction and quarrying ... 4,364 5,026 5,022 4,705 6,030 
Government 20,436 19,801 I 19,471 20,937 20,900 
Industrial enterprises . .. 31,664 1 31,351 32,094 34,025 1 40,070 
Hotels and private services 12,639 13,134 12,662 12,666 13,150 
Other services ... 17,913 18,053 19,523 19,666 18,070 
Labour Corps . . . •• •I 4,322 1 3,648 7,810 7,876 2,090 

TOTAL ... 102,981 I 102,310 107,814 I 110,518 109,510 
Registered Unemployed 4,823 6,641 4,894 I 4,898 2,340 

107,804 1 108,951 1 Labour Force ... 112,708 115,416 111,850 
I 

SOCIAL PROGRESS 

The social objectives of Malta's development effort are aimed at meeting the 
basic needs of the community for better housing, health services, education and 
work opportunities, as well as the creation of a better and more highly motivated 
environment in which the Maltese community can lead a more satisfying life with 
a deeper sense of purpose. Malta's internal social environment is not as heavily 
unbalanced as that found in several developing countries where very wide 
differences in living standards and social conditions exist. Moreover, the efforts of 
recent years especially, have been largely instrumental in bridging the gaps that 
existed between the various !>Ocial groups. Mainly as a result of the social policies 
followed, a deep sense of social cohesion has been instilled in Maltese society. 

The development effort during the last few years has been accompanied by a 
firm determination to ensure that the success registered in the economic sphere is 
accompanied by a fair distribution of available resources especially to the weak, 
the aged and the infirm and to those who, through no fault of their own cannot 
participate actively in the development exercise. As a result of the various ~easures 
which have been undertaken to ensure a more equitable distribution of national 
resources, the Maltese community is now more alert and alive to the need of 
ensuring adequate living standards for all its members. 
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Furthermore, with the elimination of all undue privileges, there is now a 
recognition of the basic principle that every possible opportunity should be afforded 
to the full development of the human personality. There now exists full scope and 
opportunity for every citizen to come forward in his particular sphere of activity 
in the firm knowledge that success depends solely on individual e!Tort and capabili­
ties. This principle has also been enshrined in the Constitution since only through 
this feeling of social solidarity can the nation feel itself fully equipped to obtain the 
full support and to secure the participation of all its citizens in the years to come 

The Government has not failed to put these ideas of social harmony into 
practice and to translate its beliefs into a line of action by various policy measures 
which have now gained the full support and backing of the various sections of the 
community. As a result, encouraging progress has already been registered in the 
fulfilment of the basic social objectives inspiring the Development Plan. These aim 
at the creation of a welfare state based on a sustained improvement in living 
standards and in the well-being of the people with due consideration to those 
sections of the community who would otherwise not secure their fair and rightful 
share of the fruits of economic progress. 

With these aims in view the Government has adopted wages and incomes 
policies ensuring an equitable distribution of income and regular wage increases 
have been awarded to all employees in line with local price movements and overall 
productivity. The introduction of the national minimum wage in November 1974; 
the compulsory payment of a yearly bonus to all workers as from 1975; the grant 
of parity in wages to women in all sectors in April 1976; the compulsory grant of 
cost of living increases to workers in private employment equivalent to those 
granted to public sector employees; and the payment of adult wage rates as from 
Aprill977 to employees reaching the age of 18 years were all measures promoting a 
better income distribution and social justice. 

The prices and incomes policy adopted by the Government is also designed to 
help the process whereby the strong contribute to the well-being of the weak and 
the needy. The regular increases m the various forms of State assistance - such as 
old age pensions, national insurance benefits and social assistance payments- also 
take into account the need to ensure that the beneficiaries participate and enjoy 
their, shan:_ of the nation's progress. 

The operation of a progressive tax structure seeks to distribute resources more • 
equitably and to narrow down wide disparities in earned incomes. The introduc-
titon of children's allowances in November 1974 has also served to enable Maltese 
families to be in a better position to provi::le for the upt>ringing of their children 
while the payment of subsidies has cushioned the effect of higher domestic prices. 

These policies and measures h~ve b~en .accompanied by schemes and pro­
grammes to strengthen the country s soc1al Infrastructure. A heavy investment 
expenditure has been incurred for the improvement of living conditions in line with 
the economic progress registered as the Plan unfolds. 

An area which has attracted public investment on an unorecendented scale is 
the Go~ernme_nt's S?ciaJ housing programme. The Government, fully conscious of 
the socta}IY. dtsru.pttve tmpact of a shortage of houses, gave high priority to this 
problem m tts soctal development pl2ns. As a result of the massive house construc­
tion programme which has be:n undertake~ dire~tly and financed by the Govern­
ment, a large number of houstng schemes tn vanous districts in Malta and Gozo 
h.ave either already been completed or have r~ached .an advanced stage of comple­
tiOn. Slum clearance schem.es ~ave also been gtven pnority in an effort to eliminate 
slums where people often hve m an unhealthy environment. 
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As part of the continuing drive to raise health standards and in view of the 
growing demand for hospital services, the Government embarked on a vast 
programme of hospital improvement in accordance with Plan objectives. The 
projects undertaken include, among others, the modernisation of the operating 
theatres and maternity facilities at St Luke's Hospital, Malta's major acute general 
hospital; and the modernization of various wards and services in other State 
hospitals in line with modern standards of patient treatment. New basic health 
services are also being provided under the Plan. Such projects include the intensive 
Therapy Unit inaugurated in the summer of 1976 and the Children's Unit and the 
Geriatric Unit which are both under construction. 

The educational system too has been considerably strengthened in line with 
the industrial and social objectives of the Development Plan. In order to build 
Malta's economic future on a healthy industrial base, a number of trade schools 
have been opened to cater for manpower skills required by the expanding industrial 
sector. The rapid expansion of Malta's educational system especially at the tech­
nical level will ensure a more productive labour force adequately equipped to fulfil 
its important function in Malta's incustrial society. 

A great deal of attention has recently been focussed on the need to secure 
closer coordination between the efforts of the two institutions of higher education 
in Malta - the Polytechnic and the University. These two institutions have a 
particularly vital part to play in the island's development process by providing the 
required technical and professional personnel. Consequently, the activities of the 
two institutions are kept under constant review so that their output is of direct 
relevance to the manpower needs of the island. In this connection certain courses 
of study are being restructured and given a more practical basis so that the two 
institutions, while working closely together, will also endeavour to establish closer 
links particularly with industry and contribute positively towards the process of 
economic transformation. 

Rapid progress has already been registered in the fulfilment of the basic social 
objectives underlying the Development Plan. The creation of a humane community 
where a sense of social justice prevails has been accomplished and the whole 
nation is now fully aware of the strong binding force of social harmony and 
stability. Moreover, the fact that the Government is responding positively and 
swiftly to the social needs of the community by its housing, health and educational 
programmes, is a further indication of the firm commitment to make Malta a small 
but modern welfare state, fully aware of its responsibilities in the fulfilment of basic 
personal values and needs. 

m - BROAD ECONOMIC OBJECTIVES 

The principal development objective remains the attainment of self-reliance 
mainly .thr?ugh expor~-~riented exp~nsio!l. To attain a viable economic position 
and mamtam self-sustammg progress 1mphes a rate of growth of output and income 
which would: 

(a) replace income and employment derived from the rendering of 
military services; 

(b) make optimum use of available human resources· 
' 

(c) . permi~ a fair distribution of income and a continuous improvement in 
the quality of life of the whole Maltese community; 
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(d1 generate sufficien.t foreign exchange earnings to meet import require­
ments without balance of payments constraints; 

(e) make possible a sufficient level of saving to match investment needs 
so as to ensure healthy and balanced economic growth; and 

(f) raise sufficient government revenue to finance public sector 
commitments. 

POPULATION AND MANPOWER 

Prior to 1975 emigration was a major factor affecting changes in the Maltese 
population. In 1975, for the first time ever, the number of Maltese citizens return­
ing from abroad was greater than the outflow of emigrants with the result that 
there was a net addition to the population. The new population projections assume 
that during the coming years net emigration will be nil. The Maltese population 
project~d on this basis is estimated to increase by around 3,700 per year during the 
period 1976 to 1981. 

MALTESE POPULATION PROJECTIONS * 

Table III.1 

I I Change I Change 
1976 1979 1976/79 1981 1979/81 

Males ... ... 147,000 153,000 

I 
+ 6,000 156,800 1 + 3,800 

Females ... . .. 158,000 163,200 + 5,200 166,600 +3,400 

TOTAL ... ... 305,000 I 316,200 I +11.200 323,400 +7,200 

• Death rates and birth rates are based on averages recorded during the years 1974 1o 1976. 

Labour Supply 

Projections of the working-age population (males aged 16 to 64 years and 
females aged 16 to 59 years) show that the pool of potential workers will be increas­
ing significantly during the next five years if net emigration will be nil as assumed. 
The average annual increase in the number of persons of working age is estimated 
at around 2,500 (1,500 men and 1,000 women). 

WORKING AGE POPULATION PROJECTIONS 

Table III.2 

I 

I 
Change 

I 
Change 

1976 1979 1976/79 1981 1979/ 81 

Males aged 16-64 93,000 97,800 I +4,800 100,400 +2,600 

Females aged 16-59 97,600 101,500 I +3,900 102,800 + 1,300 
I 

TOTAL ... 190,600 199,300 I +8,700 
I 

2o3,2oo I +3,900 
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Not all persons of working age will join the labour force as, for various 
reasons, not everyone within the active age group will necessarily be able or willing 
to work. To make an assessment of job requirements an estimate must therefore be 
made of the participation rates, that is, the proportion of persons in search of work 
out of the total active population. 

Separate participation rates operate for males and for females; one of the main 
reasons being that the majority of women give up employment after marriage. 
In 1976 the participation rate for men was about 92 per cent; it is assumed that this 
rate will continue to obtain during the next five years. 

The female participation rate in Malta - which was just over 30 per cent at 
the end of 1976 -is, of course, far below the rates obtaining in industrialised 
countries where the rates are about 50 per cent and over. It may be realistical!y 
assumed, however, that the participation rate for women in Malta is likely to rise 
with changes in social customs and increasing educational opportunities for girls. 
The supply of female labour is also affected by employment opportunities; in this 
respect the increasing demand for jobs by men may serve as a constraint on the 
increase in female participation. 

Demand for Manpower 

At the end of 1976 the number of gainfully occupied persons stood at 110,500. 
There were also about 4,900 registering for employment, bringing the total available 
labour supply to 115.400. On the basis of revised projections the labour force is 
expected to rise by about 9,600 to 125,000 by 1979. 

The total number of new jobs which must be provided, however, besides 
taking into account the projected increase in the labour force, must also cope with 
the various labour redeployment programmes in line with the structural change in 
the Maltese economy. These new jobs must therefore also cater for the need to 
provide alternative employment to workers now employed by the British Services 
and who will be discharged by 1979; the loss of jobs in other sectors where declin­
ing employment levels are being anticipated; and the creation of employment 
opportunities in directly productive activities for a number of workers now serving 
in the various labour corps. 

Projects in hand or in the pipeline- such as the Red China Dock; the Marsa 
Shipbuilding Yard; new tourist projects; manufacturing firms which are still in the 
pre-production stage; and related activities - are together expected to provide 
around half of the total planned job requirements. The balance is expected to be 
provided by projects which should get under way in the coming years as a result 
of the various initiatives which are reviewed in the third section of this Plan 
Supplement. 

OUTPUT 

In order to meet the employment targets and make the best use of the 
projected manpower resources. it is estimated that the real gross domestic product 
will have to grow at an average annual rate of around 8 per cent. The expansion in 
real output will be the result of the increase in the number of workers as well as of 
an annual overall increase of about 5 per cent in real output per worker. 

The 1_977-79 r~rio? will witness the c.omplctc prasi~~ out. of the British Military 
B~se and Its c;uh.stitUtion hy the generation of economic activity, p:trticularly of a 
d1rectly productive nature. The volume of output of the directly productive sector 
will have to grow at a relatively fast rate in order to absorb the projected number 
of workers. 
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Within the directly productive sector, manufacturing firms and sh ip repairing 
and shipbuilding enterprises will be required to raise substantially their contribu­
tion to gross domestic output and to increase the proportion of output intended 
for export. Market services, which include tourism, personal services, banking and 
the distributive trades, will also be expected to raise their contribution to gross 
domestic product in line with the increase in directly productive activities, even 
though probably at a slower rate. 

In this respect tourism remains as one of the leading growth sectors in the 
coming years and still retains a particularly important role both as regards the 
earning of foreign exchange and as a source of employment. Recent experience in 
the tourist industry has shown that the Maltese Islands have now succeeded in 
building a reputation among international travel ci rcles of being a pleasant holiday 
resort. 

However, although the attraction of higher levels of tourist traffic to Malta 
within the limits imposed by the island's size and other social constraints still 
remains one of the major objectives of tourist development policy, it is felt that 
increasing attention should be given to higher standards and more efficient service 
in the tourist trade. Other main objectives remain a more even distribution of 
tourist arrivals during the year and the tapping of new tourist sources through 
effective promot1on campaigns and easier communications. 

It is of course equally vital to ensure that the Maltese Islands maintain their 
competitive position in relation to other tourist destinations in the Mediterranean 
and that the availability of facilities for tourist accommodation is kept under 
constant review. In this connection. due consideration is being given to the con­
version of premises vacated by the British Services which could be util ized for this 
purpose. 

INVESTMENT 

In order to achieve the projected growth in domestic production, a relatively 
heavy amount of investment expenditure is needed. Investment needs comprise 
both the procurement of capital equipment for direct production as well as outlays 
for the execution of infrastructural projects. As regards the infrastructural 
programme outlined in the Seven Year Plan, a number of public sector projects have 
either already been completed and the necessary expend iture committed, or are 
nearing completion. Projects due for completion before 1979 include the airport and 
Grand Harbour development, internal and external telecommunications, the 
expansion of the electricity generation system, the extension of the sewage system, 
the modernization of hospitals and the housing programme. 

Directly productive projects already under way include the Drydocks develop­
ment, the Marsa Shipbuilding Yard, the factory building programme, the agricul­
tural and fisheries projects and the modernization of the milk pasteurization plant. 
Other projects earmarked for implementation during the coming years include the 
development of Marsaxlokk to provide modern port facilities especially for tran­
shipment; and the recycling of solid and liquid wastes to ensure a safe method of 
disposal and at the same time provide compost for soil enrichment and land 
reclamation, and irrigation water for agricul ture. A subsequent stage of the latter 
project currently under consideration will be to treat water to render it suitable 
for recharging the aquifer. This would be supplementary to the other projects 
already in hand to increase water resources by the borehole and water catchment 
schemes. 

~n addition ~o the capital expenditure by the Government on these major 
publ1c sector prOJec_ts and othe~s of relatively lesser importance, further capital will 
also be needed for mvcstment m directly productive activities such as manufactur-
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ing and other enterprises which the Government will be undertaking on its own or 
on a joint venture basis with local and foreign enterpreneurs in line with the efforts 
of the last few years to establish in Malta a mixed economy. 

In order to finance this relatively heavy capital expenditure the Government 
will continue to rely on the buoyancy of the local economy to generate sufficient 
revenues from internal sources as well as income from foreign investments. This 
revenue will be supplemented by the exceptionally favourable finance facilities 
already at the Government's disposal from the European Economic Community, 
China, W. Germany, Saudi Arabia and other friendly countries. 

Indeed, the Government's intensified efforts to secure additional financial 
resources for investment purposes have recently had very encouraging results. It is 
the Government's intention to tap these sources still further in the years to come 
since loan monies on concessional terms from foreign Governments or organiza­
tions, when used to finance important development projects, are of great benefit to 
Malta's economy. 

The Saudi Fund for Development for instance has already agreed to provide a 
loan of fifteen million dollars on soft terms for the Marsaxxlokk project. Other 
Arab countries will also be encouraged by Saudi Arabia to provide additional 
finance for the project. 

The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development too has agreed to consider 
the provision of concessional finance for the solid and liquid wastes recycling 
project. The detailed preparation of the scheme will soon be assigned to one of a 
panel of consulting firms. The major beneficiary will be the "IZra' u Rabbi" co­
operative project which has also been promised further technical assistance from 
foreign sources. 

The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development has also agreed to help in 
the financing of the fisheries 'Clevelopment project on the basis of the feasibility and 
project preparation reports which were drawn up by the FAO. The main aim of the 
project is to build a modern fishing fleet of medium-powered trawlers which can 
exploit on a commercial basis the fish resources in the unexploited and fairly pro­
ductive fishing grounds which have been identified by the research vessel "Jurong" 
which was made available to Malta in 1976/77 under FAO/UNDP auspices. It is 
planned that a number of vessels of the trawler fleet will be built by Malta Dry­
docks although it is expected that other arrangements will have to be worked out, 
including the chartering of vessels, in order to enable the project to be launched 
during the first half of 1978. 

FOREIGN TRADE AND PAYMENTS 

During this period of accelerated economic expansion there will be an increas­
ing need for all types of imports, particularly for capital goods and for industrial 
supplies required to sustain the projected volume of industrial output. It is there­
fore felt that it is the demand for consumer goods which has to be carefully 
watched; and every effort will be made during this period to restrain as much as 
possible the growth in imports for consumption, especially items of a non-essential 
nature. 

In order to avoid balance of payments difficulties it will be necessary to restrain 
the. gro~th of i~ports ?f goods and services to a relatively slower rate than the 
des1red mcrease m ear~1~gs from ~xports of goods and services. This is necessary 
to keep down the traditional deficit on goode; and services transactions to a suffi­
ciently low limit w~ich can be a~equately compensated for by transfers of money 
on current and capital ~ccount Without any undue strain on reserves. The balanc-e 
?f payments outturn will of ~ourse depend to a considerable extent on price 
mcreases abroad and changes m the terms of trade. 
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IV - NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT 

The Labour Government has worked unceasingly since assuming oOice in 1971 
to give a new dimension to the Maltese way of life. As a rl!sull of its efforts, the 
will to translate this new vision of Malta as the centre in the Mediterranean, free 
from all super power affiliations but deeply committed to the cause of hard work 
and peace, has now gained considerable strength and depth among the Maltese 
community. 

Malta's search for a new role has been accompanied by vigorous efforts to fulfil 
these proposals on a practical basis that will be of lasting value to the Maltese 
economy and to a wider regional understanding. At a time when the nation faces its 
trnost formidable task in peace time, the Labour Government has constantly 
advocated the application of a philosophy of self-help and considers the work ethic 
as forming the keystone on which national efforts must mainly rely. These charac­
teristics will feature on an increasing scale in the years to come as the nation 
tackles the clearly identified tasks that must be undertaken in preparation for the 
start of Malta's new tole in April 1979, and beyond. 

Since the Maltese electorate renewed its mandate in September 1976, the 
Labour Government has intensified the preparation of logistics for tackling the 
major tasks ahead. The rhythm of work on major developnent projects has been 
stepped up. The campaign to attract foreign investment is being undertaken with 
renewed vigour, and work will soon start on two new industrial estates at Ricasoli 
and at Mal Far to provide sufficient factory space. 

At the same time, various other projects and schemes which can make a 
positive contribution to Malta's development effort are under active consideration 
by the Government. All these initiatives are moreover being accompanied by other 
measures to increase national productivity and to eliminate wasteful practices 
inherited from the past and which have no place in a modern community, firmly 
committed to the objectives that lie ahead. 

MANUFACTURING 

The Government, faithful to the role assigned to manufacturing industry in 
the Development Plan, still regards industrial production as Malta's vital growth 
sector and has already greatly intensified its efforts to encourage and promote the 
setting up of manufacturing firms. 

An aggressive campaign is therefore being embarked upon to attract invest­
ment from various countries in Europe, the American continent and Asia. The 
Government is fully determined to ensure the success of this campaign and foreion 
assistance is being sought to organize on modern professional lines an efficient tea::.m 
of Maltese personnel trained in imestment promotion and other related techniques. 
It will be the main task of this group to seek vigorously and to establish and main­
tain contact with prospective foreign state and pri\·ate investors and to sell Malta 
as an industrial location which offers great potential and distinct possibilities for 
the future. It is felt that by creating this new image, Malta's industrialisation 
process will be backed by the type of investment on which its economic destiny so 
heavily relies. 

In this connection it is felt that, at this stage, local commercial banks and the 
Investment F inance Bank should participate more actively in the exercise to attract 
foreign investment to Malta. These institutions, through their contacts abroad 
with their resources and experience, should now be more directly involved i~ 
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identifying Malta's partners in development and, in collaboration with the Malta 
Development Corporation, promote the participation of foreign state and private 
capital in Malta to sustain the tempo of industrial growth. 

The encouraging results which have recently crowned local efforts to attract 
strong British companies to invest in Malta have shown that even at a time when 
entrepreneurs in industrialized countries are somewhat reluctant to take invest­
ment decisions, Malta can still offer considerable advantages as an industrial 
location to potential investors that far outweigh any other considerations. Thus 
Malta can offer a highly disciplined and resourceful labour force, relatively low 
production costs, political and industrial stability and access to European and Arab 
markets. Malta can also, of course, offer firms outside the EEC the possibility of 
duty free access to Common Market countries. 

These attractions are further enhanced by the fact that through the joint 
venture model that has been constantly advocated by the Maltese Government, 
advanced industrial technology, coming mainly from developed Western countries, 
can be readily linkerl in Malta with Arab financial resources, thus securing for this 
partnership access to the relatively untapped Arab markets. By bringing these two 
partners together to set up industrial processes in Malta, these joint initiatives will 
not only generate productive employment opportunities for the Maltese labour 
force but will also help to establish Malta's industrial sector on a sound basis that 
will make a lasting contribution to Malta's economic development. 

Complementing this approach, will be the role that enterprises currently 
owned by the nation through the Government will be expected to play. The main 
emphasis will be on the need to rationalize their activities and to strengthen their 
organization to enable them to make a more effective contribution to Malta's 
industrial strategy. During the coming years, problems of technical organization and 
of social innovation will remain in the forefront. A first priority will therefore be 
the generation of local management knowhow, geared to autonomous action in the 
achievement of production and marketing objectives. 

At the same time, increased participation by workers in decision making at 
plant level will require the emergence of flexible and innovative leadership styles. 
Naturally, there are learning costs associated with these processes which have to be 
borne by the country. These costs, however, are themselves part of the learning 
cycle through which the Maltese economy, as a whole, is passing. The final objec­
tive of these industrial enterprises is workers' management and ownership. But it 
will be a mistake to expect the workers alone to shoulder the full burden of running 
them before these industries are set firmly on their feet. 

Joint Ventures 
The fact that Malta is attracting to its shores the investment of Arab funds in 

productiv.e e~te~prises on a j.oint venture basis. with ~oca~ and other foreign capital 
JS a firm mdJcatiOn of the wtde confidence whtch extsts 111 the growth potential of 
the Maltese economy. These efforts to attract and promote further involvement of 
Arab capital in the Maltese economv and to increase the range and extent of Arab 
part~cipation in the local manufacturing sector will be actively pursued in the 
commg years. 

It is with this aim in view that in October 1975 the Maltese and Libyan 
Gove:nments reach~d .agreement on the setting up of the Libyan Arab Maltese 
Holdmg Company Ltmtted to develop and execute industrial commercial financial 
~nd fis~i~g P.roje~ts and related actjviti.es and in this way p~omote the process of 
md'!stnahsatiOn m. the two countn~s m a corn,plementary manner. The original 
~apttal of the Holdmg. ~oml?any whtch stood at £M2 million was subsequently 
mcreased by £M6.4 mtlhon In July 1976. 
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The activities of the Libyan Arab Maltese Holding Company Limited have so 
far been extremely enco1,1raging and the results already achieved show there is 
ample scope for increased industrial contacts and joint investment projects between 
the two countries. In August 1976 the Libyan Arab Maltese Holding Company 
Limited made its first major decision when it acquired a fifty per cent share-holding 
in the Malta Shipbuilding Company Limited which is responsible for the construc­
tion and running of the new shipbuilding yard at Marsa. 

The Holding Company took its second big step in March 1977 when in colla­
boration with the giant Brazilian consortium, Madebras, it set up the Marlibras 
International Trading Company Limited with an authorised capital of two million 
Malta pounds. On the basis of the agreement reached with Madebras, Malta will be 
used as a centre to import, warehouse, kiln-dry and distribute Brazilian timber to 
European, Middle East and African markets (for the time being with the exclusion 
of Algeria, Spain and Iraq}. Marlibras International Trading Company Limited will 
not, however, concern itself exclusively with importing, processing and re-exporting 
timber. The agreement also stipulates the setting up of various subsidiary com­
panies to manufacture wood products, including panellings, mouldings, doors and 
windows, handles for hand tools, and domestic and industrial furniture. 

This is the type of joint venture that Malta's industrial sector requires - a 
form of association with strong foreign interests which links access to foreign 
technical know-how with good marketing prospects on the basis of combined local 
and foreign capital. In the relatively short period since it has been set up, the 
Libyan Arab Maltese Holding Company Limited has already established itself as a 
dynamic organization. Various areas of joint development are constantly being 
identified and active consideration is also being given, among other projects, to the 
setting up of a sugar refinery in Malta capable of supplying the requirements of 
Malta and Libya and also of exporting to other countries. 

The bilateral economic and technical co-operation agreement which have been 
entered into with various countries, including Yugoslavia, Pakistan, Spain and 
other friendly countries should help to stimulate stronger economic links with these 
countries including the possibility of setting up joint ventures with private and 1 or 
public investment organizations. These new relations can play a very useful part in 
Malta's industrialization process since they serve to establish contacts and to iden­
tify the range of products that could be of mutual interest both for production and 
marketing purposes. 

Development of Metal Industries 

As regards the range of industrial activities which is considered to offer the 
greatest potential for investment in Malta, metal industries and the industrial 
engineering sector in particular, offer considerable advantages. Malta has tradi­
tionally possessed engineering skills due to its long association with ship repair 
activities and can therefore readily provide the skilled labour required by this 
sector of industry. Moreover, higher and more sophisticated skills can be added 
and developed within a short time. 

Engineering products are relatively labour intensive and possess a high content 
of locally added value. Consequently, the development of metal industries is beina 
given priority since this will also in the long run help to diversify Malta's manufac~ 
turing sector away from an unduly excessive relian ce on textiles and clothina 
manufactures which are ack nowledged to be very sensitive to fluctuatina and 
unstable market conditions and which accounted for some 38% of the gross ;utput 
of manufacturing industry in 1976. 
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No opportunity must therefore be lost to locate these industrial activitie~ in 
Malta and prospective e~trepreneurs willing to establish these processes- besides 
being encouraged by the existing range of inducements - should ~lso be attrac~ed 
by the Government's decision to set up a central foundry to service local reqUire­
ments. Active consideration is also being given by the Government in close colla­
boration with UNIDO to the setting up of a Metal Industries Development Centre. 
Once this centre is established and starts to function on a regular basis, Malta 
should become an even more attractive location for new metal engineering indus­
tries especially in view of its manpower resources trained specifically for this ~pe 
of activity. Existing metal industrles will also stand to benefit from the operations 
of the proposed Metal Industries Development Centre which will promote 
improved production techniques and marketing facilities. 

The Metal Industries Development Centre will also contribute positively 
towards the expansion and possible diversification of existing industries. Another 
important task of the Centre will consist in identifying the new metal processes and 
the new types of engineering activities which could be undertaken in Malta on the 
basis of their marketing prospects overseas. 

Moreover, this Centre - which is expected to be run initially under an 
expatriate project manager - will also seek to provide the required technical 
support and knowhow in the manufacture of various engineering products in 
existing and new industries; jt will also seek to develop and upgrade local skills in 
the design, planning and production stages, including on the job training in modern 
manufacturing techiques. The Centre could also be instrumental in the setting up 
of new industries in the field of metal working precision engineering. 

Malta-EEC Relations 
These practical initiatives to stimulate Malta's industrial capacity are however 

in themselves not enough. They have to be backed by other efforts to secure and 
maintain access to larger foreign markets for the widest possible range of Maltese 
products as well as by measures to ensure that in the years ahead Maltese indus­
trues can stand on their own and compete on even terms in foreign markets. 

The involvement of the European Economic Community in Malta's develop­
ment process has therefore been of the utmost concern to the Government, and 
although relations with the Community have been strengthened, Malta is still 
seeking to enter into a more profitable partnership with the Community which will 
positively help Malta to build up its economic strength. 

The main weaknesses of the Association Agreement with the EEC which was 
signed in 1970 were blatantly obvious. The gradual dismantling of tariff barriers, 
while providing Maltese industry with the opportunity to tap and exploit European 
markets to counterbalance the obvious limitations of the domestic market, also 
!lleant, however, that Malta's industry was exposed to the direct competition of 
tts much .s~onger .Euro~n counte;par!s whe~ it w~ clearly not equipped to do 
~o. Maltas mfant mdust~l se~tor 1s still relamvely mexperienced and vulnerable; 
1t s~verely lacks manag~nal skills an? technological capacity, and it relies heavily 
on tmporte~ raw a;natenals. In the Circumstances, the original Association Agree­
~ent m~de msuffi~1ent. allowance for Malta's budding industry and did not protect 
It su~ci~ntly agamst Its mor~ powe.rful industrial counterparts in the EEC. The 
Assoc1at10n Agreement also taped to ~nvolve t~e EEC more directly in the attraction 
to Malta of strong European mdustnal firms m order to contribute directly to the 
development of Malta's lindustrial sector. 

The efforts of the Gov~rnment to revise the Association Agreement with the 
EEC were finall_Y rewarded m March 1976. The revised agreement not only includes 
measures to reinforce and extend economic relations existing under the original 
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agreement but also binds the Community and Malta to institute forms of ~o-op~ra­
tion with the aim of contributing to Malta's development and of strengthemng exist­
ing economic links. This co-operation between the Community and Malta will seek 
to promote, in particular, participation by the Community in efforts to ~evelop 
Malta's production and economic infrastructure in order to diversify the Island's 
economic structure; in the marketing and sales promotion of Maltese exports; and 
in the implementation of Malta's industrial development programmes including the 
fostering of links and contacts between Community industrial policy-makers, pro­
moters and fiflms and their Maltese counterparts. 

The revised Association Agreement also includes a Financial Protocol where­
by the Community has committed a total of 26 million units of account to parti­
cipate in the financing of projects designed to contribute to the economic and 
social development of Malta. This amount is made up of 16 million units of account 
in the form of loans from the European Investment Bank on normal terms; 5 million 
units of account in the form of loans on special terms; and 5 million units of account 
in the form of grants. These funds are earmarked for the financing, or part finan­
cing, of projects such as capital projects in the fields of production and economic 
and social infrastructure and for programmes of technical co-operation. 

The Financial Protocol to the Revised Agreement required ratification by the 
Member States; but the Community has recently agreed that co-operation with 
Malta on the terms of the revised Agreement can take place even though the Pro­
tocol has not yet been ratified. This in effect means that Malta can now start 
availing itself of technical and financial assistance from the Community; and it has 
accordingly been agreed that a team of European experts should be formed to 
identify Malta's industrial needs including the identification of European partners 
for joint ventures. 

Malta has also secured, through the revised Agreement, access to European 
technological know-how suited to its specific needs. It is the Government's firm 
intention to tap this opportunity fully in the years ahead to enable Maltese institu. 
tions to keep abreast with technological progress abroad that may be of practical 
benefit and of direct interest to the local situation. This access to European 
research knowledge is particularly vital since, in view of local linitations, Malta 
can never aspire to build its O\\ n technological base and must necessarily depend 
on similar contacts with European research and development institutions. 

The initial contacts which have been established with the Directorate General ~ 
for Research, Science and Education and with the Joint Research Centre of the 
Commission of the European Communities have proved encouraging. As a result, 
it is now hoped that co-operation in this field between Malta and the EEC will 
include the provision of technical documentaticn relevant to Malta's requirements; 
visits by Maltese scientists to tPe establishments of the Joint Research Centre. 
and attendance at courses organized by these establishments; expert advice on 
specific technical enquiries including visits to Malta by offidals of the Commis-
sion and the acceptance of Maltese trainees in the establishments of the Joint 
Research Centre according to existing Community procedures. The specific areas 
which have already been identified for scientific and technological co-operation 
include the application of solar energy to heating, cooling, refrigeration, desalina-
tion and the production of electricity; environmental protection, with special 
emphasis on problems of air and water pollution, and of toxic chemicals; and 
standardization in areas linked with industrial activities. 

The obvious advantages of a freer flow of Maltese products into European 
markets need hardly be stressed. The increase in the scale of manufacturing 
exports required to fulfil Malta's economic targets presupposes success in market­
ing strategies and, although the merit of a product is a vital consideration, the 



c 297 

availability of markets which are receptive to local products is equally important. 
In this respect, trade agreements with foreign countries, and concessional arrang~ 
ments to promote an easier flow of Maltese exports, are obviously of great benefit 
to local industry. It may be added that since the volu 'Ile of lo::al proiuction can 
only cover a very insignificant proportion of European requirements these arrange­
ments pose no real problems to European firms. 

Under the first phase of the 1970 Association Agreement. Malta's industrial 
exports to the Community, apart from certain exceptions notably major textile 
items, were accorded a reduction of 70% of the EEC tariff, subject to specific rules 
of origin. In 1974, the Labour Government succeeded in having removed the re­
maining 30 % on the basis of an annual unilateral arrangement whereby the Com­
munity accords Malta treatment equivalent to GSP. In June 1976, moreover, the 
EEC accorded Malta tariff reductions ranging from 40 to 60% on the main agri­
cultural exports. 

Following further negotiations between Malta and the EEC which were aimed 
at cushioning the effect on Malta of Britain's full absorption into the EEC as from 
the 1st July 1977, and which also sought to obtain improvements for Malta in the 
existing arrangements, agreement was reached between the two sides on the 29th 
Tune, 1977. As a result, the first stage of the Association Agreement, which had in 
fact already expired, was extended until 31st December, 1980. It was also agreed 
that the content of the second stage wil1 only be defined during negotiations to be 
held during 1980. Moreover, the provisions governing the first stage of the agree­
ment were supplemented by other provisions ensuring concessionary terms of entry 
for Maltese goods, particularly textiles and agricultural products, in EEC countries. 
By ensuring a more favourable reception for Malta-made goods in EEC markets, 
the magnitude of the challenge facing 'Malta's exports in an extremely competitive 
environment is thus somewhat eased. 

Industrial Management Education 

Malta's main concern in the last few years has been to set up industrial 
enterprises to provide employment opportunities for the local labour force and to 
increase prcduction output mainly for the foreign market. Although manufacturing 
exports have been rising consistently, it will henceforth be necessary to direct 
greater attention than has perhaps been given up to now to the challenges faced 
by Maltese exports in an increasingly competitive marketing environment. 

Malta's industrialisation process cannot at this stage fail to give due attention 
to the development of the required managerial and technical skills on which the 
industrial strategy so heavily relies for the attainment of the country's set econo­
mic targets. Only in this way can local products reach standards which will enable 
them on their own merits to withstand the pre<>sures of overseas 'Il:trkets which 
are bound to get increasingly stiff in the years ahead. 
r ' 

At this stage the development of a comprehensive J:Olicy for industrial manage­
ment education in Malta is of the utmost irnoortance if Maltese products are to 
compete on an equal footing with other products in terms of function, design. 
quality and price. In this respect, the organisation of soecialised practically­
oriented management courses in Malta and schemes whereby Maltese students 
can participate in business management courses abroad that are of direct relevance 
to the local situation should help to lessen the traditional weaknesses of the 
Maltese industrial sector in these areas. 
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MALTA AS A MAJOR SERVICING CENTRE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

One of the most important attitudes which the Government has constantly 
urged and encouraged the nation to adopt as part of the Plan strategy is a readiness 
to discard traditional avenues when these no longer form an adequate basis for th~ 
achievement of expected results, and a willingnes:; to gras? other new opp')rtun_l­
ties. A flexible approach to the solution of the country's development problems IS 

an attitude which, while taking full advantage of local circumstances, would enable 
the nation to draw upon l'lewly found resources and experiences to supplement 
other initiatives. 

Thus the Plan expressly states: "Planning in Malta must be particularly 
flexible. Flexibility means the creation and encouragement of attitudes and institu 
tions that are capable of making good use quickly of a favourable turn of events in 
the world economy, and of adjusting speedily to unfavourable circumstances. To 
make flexibility possible the Plan aims at a diversified economy and at reserves of 
various kinds tote drawn u:r;on for unforeseen requirements. Flexibility also means 
devising alternative strategies for the objectives that have been set and keeping 
continually abreast of developments at home and abroad." (page 51). 

And again in the Plan's last page: "It (the Plan) has flexibility built into it, so 
that new avenues can be explored, as Malta proceeds along the development path, 
and responses changed should events turn out to be substantially different from 
what they were expected to be. Development consists in the removal of rigidities 
and the danger that the Plan becomes just an added rigidity in the system must be 
avoided at a11 costs. But flexibility, which is a recurring theme in the Plan, must 
not be an excuse for absence of planning. On the contrary, it is the only way in 
which effective planning can be implemented in a small, open society like Malta." 

True to its words, the Government has in recent months given very serious 
and active consideration to the new possibilities which have emerged since the 
Plan was launched, convinced that these new opportunities can make a major con­
tribution to stimulate further the island's process of development. 

The Plan strategy had placed the onus of development mainly on the build up 
of productive activities to provide employment opportunities and to attain the 
target of manufacturing output on which the achievement of Malta's overriding 
economic objectives so heavily relies. The Plan sought to accelerate Malta's indus­
trialization process at all levels bv the development, the improvement and the 
c;trengthening of the isalnd's cn1cial industrial sector. These efforts to build a new 
industrial society in Malta have already proved successful, but the increase in 
production required to attain the set development objectives clearly shows that 
the role of the directly productive sector within the local economic scene in the 
years ahead is far from insignificant. 

However, in its effor~ to expand economic activity in Malta to the full, the 
Government has n~t restncted itself to the traditional areas of deveolpment; it bas 
also explored new Ideas and fresh possibilities. Ever on the alert to tap fresh 
source~ and to open new avenues, the Government has embarked with vigour and 
enthusi~sm. on other schemes which, if successfully imolemented. should help in 
the reahzat10n of the set targets and of Malta's development objectives . 

. These new i~eas are mainly based on the potential benefits and advantages 
which can be denved !rom a full exploitation of Malta's geo-strategic position in 
the centre of the Mediterranean region. It is true that Malta has traditionally ful­
filled this role, but w_h~reas it historically utilized its strategic position for military 
purposes, the new VISIOn o_f Malta relies exclusively on peaceful activities in the 
mterests of a new economic structure in co11aboration with the widest possible 
range of partners. 
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Thus Malta's new strategy will supplement the tr.aditional a.ctivities by seek­
ing to turn Malta into a major cen..tre where raw matenals or semt-processed g?od.s 
from distant countries in South America and Asia may be processed and dtstn­
buted to other countries if! Europe and North Africa. In th~s new I?artnership 'Yith 
other developing countries from other continents, Malta will provide th.e r~m:ed 
infrastructural services and facilities and will serve as an outlet for the dtstnbutwn 
of products and I or raw materials from far away countries on a more competitive 
basis than if these processes are carried on elsewhere. 

Other opportunities exist in the conversion of Malta into ~base from which 
certain types of industries in the Mediterranean a~d. in the ~~??~e ~ast can ~e 
serviced. MoreoverJ it is felt that there are also .dtstmct po~stbthttes 1f. ~alta ~s 
developed into a Mediterranean centre where vanous countnes can participate 1~ 
practical forms of co-operation in the fields of culture, trade, economtcs, communi­
cations media, book publication, environment and political non-alignment. Th~e 
new initiatives are discussed in greater detail in the next few pages of thts 
Supplement. 

TRANSHIPMENT/PROCESSING ACTIVITIES 

The idea to convert M2lta into a centre for the processing and distribution of 
raw materials and semi-processed goods is a direct consequence of the success 
registered by the national shipping company Sea Malta in its transhipment activi­
ties. When Sea Malta was set up in November 1973, the intention was mainly to 
serve Malta's export-oriented industrial sector by establishing or improving direct 
links with countries which import locally manufactured goods. It was felt that 
Malta's export drive should not be hampered by a heavy dependence on the ser­
vices provided by foreign shipping Jines and that such a vital service to the growth 
of the national economy should be operated under Maltese control. 

Sea Malta developed rapidly as a major factor in the island's infrastructure by 
providing effici~nt links with various shipping points and gradually the activities 
of the company were expanded to an area of even more direct relevance to deve­
lopment. The shipping company secured an agreement with the China National 
Chartering Corporation under which Chinese merchandise is transhipped in Malta 
by Sea Malta's feeder services to its Mediterranean points of destination. 

This agreement soon demonstrated the potential benefits which could accrue 
to the local economy if Malta could be converted into a major transhipment centre. 
Moreover, the experiences gained as a result of this ne•'T venture showed clearly 
that Malta could plan to expand the scope of these activities and embark on more 
ambitious schemes which would exploit .more fully Malta's strategic geographical 
position and its proximity to European markets and the fast growing markets in 
North Africa and the Middle East. 

It also emerged that there were three types of activity in this sector which 
could be undertaken in Malta. namely: transhipment operations; storage and dis­
tribution; and processing of raw materials. It is the Government's intention to 
develop Malta sti11 further as a distribution centre where transhipment cargo can 
be unloaded on Sea Malta feeder vessels for shipment to other destinations. Efforts 
are also under way to attract to Malta producers and exporters of raw and 1 or 
semi-processed materials especially from far away countries. These materials could 
the? .be pro.cesse~ locaiiy for onward selling to other markets. This is the type of 
activity ~.htch wtll be generated as a res_ult of the joint venture agreement with 
the Br~zthan concern. Madebras .. There ts, moreover, the further possibility of 
extendmg the processmg stage st1ll further by the production of finishe:l articles 
in Malta for export, and this too is being actively explored. 
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Contacts have already been established with a number o£ countries which have 
shown an interest in these activities and official delegations have already visited 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico, the Philippines, Argentina, Peru, Ecuador and Vene­
zuela. The interest which has been generated by the Maltese proposals among 
public organizations and private investors in these countries has been highly 
encouragnig and it is hoped that other agreements, on the lines of the Madebras 
agreement, will be successfully negotiated. 

There are distinct mutual advantages to be derived from these initiatives. 
Malta will be placing at the disposal of this new partnership with other developing 
countries local infrastructural facilities at more attractive rates than those found 
in other countries. These new forms of co-operation will at the same time secure 
for Malta access to technical knowhow as yet not available in the island as well as 
the possibility of diversifying still further the range of Maltese exports. These joint 
ventures will no doubt benefit by such basic considerations as Malta's relation­
ship with the European Economic Community which gives to these locally pro­
cessed products acces.s to European markets at concessional tariff rates, and by 
Malta's increasing political and economic links with Arab states. 

Another important factor which has made Malta's overtures a particularly 
attractive proposition is the fast turn round at the Grand Harbour which is in 
complete contrast with the congestion known to exist in various Mediterranean and 
other ports from which Malta's new trading contacts normally conduct their bu,i. 
ness in the area. 

Marsaxokk Port Project 

In view of the encouraging response to Malta's proposals and the possibility 
that other countries will be similarly attracted, it is vital to ensure that Malta's 
main infrastructural facilities - which these schemes will be utilizing to the full 
and on which the success of these ventures will ultimately depend - are able to 
cope with the volume of work generated by the new transhipment/processing 
projects when these are fully operational. 

Although existing port facilities in the Grand Harbour are sufficient t o cater 
for present levels of general cargo traffic, the increase in transhipment activities on 
the scale envisaged cannot be met by a strengthening of these facilities; this will 
require the development of a second port at Marsaxlokk. This is also regarded as 
essential in view of the projected increase in ship repair and shipbuilding work 
within the Grand Harbour and the insufficient land area available in the Grand 
Harbour waterfront for the installation of adequate additional port facilities. 

The Government has accordingly decided to develop a new port at Marsa­
xlokk. This area is considered to offer the best location for port and maritime 
orientated development, with adequate adjoining land areas suitable for industrial 
developmcn t. 

Plans have already been prepared for the development of the new Marsaxlokk 
harbour- and the scheme is shown in this Supplement. The commercial port 
facilities which have been planned include berths for container, general and bulk 
cargo vessels, a container park, a groupage shed, stores, port office5, workshops 
and other ancillary facilities, including adequate road connections and the provi­
sion of electrical, water and communication services. The new inaustrial estate. 
which is also earmarked for construction in the vicinity of Marsaxlokk harbour, 
will be an added attraction for the type of industrial development planned for this 
area. 
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Top priority is being given to the Marsaxlokk project, and the Saudi Fund for 
Development has already approved a loan of fifteen million dol~ars on soft terms 
to the Government to finance this important project. A delegat10n from the Abu 
Dhabi Fund has also visited Malta and will be recommending the project for con­
cessional financing assistance to their Board. 

Shipping Activities 

In view of the great potential offered by this new form of develop,nent, it is 
also the Government's intention to streamline and expand the operational capacity 
and the range of services of the national shipping line Sea Malta. The company 
will also be organised on more efficient lines so as to be able to cope with the addi­
tional volume of work generated by the transhipment acttvities. This is a vital 
requirement if Malta's shipping company is to derive the maximum economic 
benefit and to participate as actively as p:>ssible in this new sphere of maritime 
activity. 

Sea Malta has also been ~trengthened institutionally by th:! addition of new 
foreign partners. Following discussions in Algeria, the Algerian National Shipping 
Company, CNAN, has recently agreed to take up a shareholding in Sea Malta. 
Thus, besides MDC and other local shareholding, Sea Malta will also have Algerian 
participation in addition to Libyan shareholding through the General National 
Maritime Transport Company. 

Algerian co-operation with Sea Malta has been further enhanced by time 
chartering for long periods to CNAN ships belonging to Sea Malta wnich are not 
for the time being required by the local company. The two shipping lines have also 
agreed to exploit in common regular maritime traffic routes. 

The success of these efforts, besides serving as an mdication of the interest in 
the growth potential of Sea Malta, is a good sign of the interesting possibilities of 
the ventures which are being launched and in which Sea Malta will be participating. 

MAINTENANCE AND REP AIR SERVICES 

I - . . I 

The second new area of activity tA-hich has recently been considered as offering 
exciting prospects in the years ahead relates to the provision of services which can 
be undertaken by Maltese personnel for foreign co npanies working in the Medi­
terranean region. This envisages the development of Malta as an international 
regional centre for repairs, maintenance, servicing and other related operations 
required by international companies operat,ng in the Mediterranean area. 

The Mediterraean region is at the moment undergoing a period of vast 
economic change: its immense natural resources are being explored and developed, 
and huge programmes of industrialization are under way. Indeed, never has this 
region witnessed the present high levels of economic activity. At a time of such 
rapid regional development, Malta must seek to assert itself as a regional centre of 
excellence for the servicing of industries now flourishing in the Mediterranean, 
particularly in North Africa. 

Malta possesses distinct advantages in its attemps to establish itself as a 
leading regional servicing centre in the Mediterranean. Besides its favourable 
strategic location and its reliable links with neighbouring countries and other 
countries in the Middle East, Malta can also offer valuable and highly experienced 
manpower resources for the type of work it is now seeking to undertake. 
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Malta must endeavour to gear itself rapidly to the new opportunities ahead 
and to respond adequately .to the region's needs for servicing personnel and facili­
ties. There are three types of activity in this sector which can be profitably under­
taken by Maltese workers whose experience, training and skills are directly 
relevant to the openings which are being envisaged. These are the oil exploration 
sector; the maintenance of electrical and mechanical plant; and the repair and 
servicing of aircraft of international airlines. 

The withdrawal of the British military presence by March 1979 and the phased 
dismantling of military facilities used by the British Services will, in accordance 
with the 1972 Agreement with Britain, also mean the phased reduction of man­
power levels with the British military base in Malta. Although civilian employees 
will be assuming direct responsibility for certain essential services - such as fire 
fighting, sea rescue and aviation services- which are now provided by British Base 
personnel, the British withdrawal will however mean that there will still remain a 
pool of skilled Maltese personnel available for eventual re-deployment if their 
technical experience can be fully utilized. 

These men, in view of their experience in carrying out servicing and mainten­
ance work in British miltary installations and other facilities in Malta including the 
repair of various types of machinery and equipment, are eminently suited to per­
form these new jobs in accordance with Malta's new role as a maintenance depot 
in the Mediterranean. The organization of these manpower resources on the lines 
of an efficient labour unit, ready to carry out this type of work both in Malta and 
abroad, should help to ensure success in Malta's efforts to break new grounds and 
to branch out towards these activities in the service of regional needs. 

Oil Exploration Industry 

The experiences gained as a result of the setting up in Malta in 1974 of Medi­
terranean Services Ltd. - Medserv - to service the oil exploration industry both 
on land and offshore in the Middle East and North Africa have served the nation 
well. The encouraging results achieved by the company have underlined the great 
potential offered by this sector as a source of employment opportunities and of 
foreign exchange earnings. 

The activities of Medserv have so far centred mainly on the procurement and 
storage of supplies and equipment for oil drilling compcnies and on the recruitment 
of qualified personnel for work on board oil rigs. The range and scope of these 
activities should now be expanded to cater for other services which are equally 
essential for oil exploration com_panies and which in view of their distance from 
their home base can be more economically provided from a central depot which is 
more easily accessible and nearer to their area of operations. 

Thus, for instance, in direct collaboration with the oil companies, an air 
transport service has already been provided for oil drilling personnel. Other attrac­
tive possibilities will also be encouraged. These include the use of repair faciltes 
at the Malta Drydocks by offshore oil rigs thereby providing additional work for 
the yard's labour force, and the promotion of Malta as the island where the families 
of men working in the oil ind~stry in the Mediterranean region can take up tem­
porary residence and make regular family reunions an attractive and feasible 
proposition. 

Another possibility is the use of Malta as an educational centre fm the child­
ren of men working in the oil exploration industry. The agreement reached witlh 
Reading and Bates Drilling Company for the setting up of an international school 
at Verdala based on the American educational system is a clear indication of the 
way in which existing educational facilities can be fully utilised in the best interest 
of the island. 
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Due consideration will also be given to the best possible utilization of the 
extensive oil storage facilities now belonging to the British Services and which will 
be handed over to the Maltese Government shortly. These facilities are an essential 
pre--requisite in Malta's plans to establish itself as the leading servicing centre in 
the Mediterranean region. The former Nato bunkering facilities, besides being 
made available for normal commercial shipping, could serve the requirements of 
the oil industry and thus attract higher levels of bunkering and other related 
activities to the island. 

Elctrical and Mechanical Equipm,tnt 

The trades and skills of Maltese workers now serving with the British forces 
can also be utilized for other regional requirements of a servicing nature since there 
are other activities, besides those directly linked to the oil industry, which can be 
adequately performed by local personnel who possess the necessary technical 
experience. 

A new area of possible deployment is the maintenance, servicing an::l repairs 
of heavy electrical and mechanical equipment in other developing countries in the 
Mediterranean - and particularly in Libya- where these technical skills are still 
lacking. 

Plans to set up a labour unit to recruit men who already possess the required 
skills and abilities have reached an advanced stage. An encouraging sign is the 
interest which this new initiative has already generated among companies of inter­
national repute which are considering the extent of their participation in the pro­
posed venture. 

Aircraft Maintelnance and Other Services 

Moreover, there are other opportunities within this servicing sector which 
Maltese personnel should be ready to grasp since available local skills and exper­
iences can be drawn upon. This new activity consists in the maintenance of aircraft 
in Malta, where besides an efficient and reliable service in full conformity with 
international standards, clients will benefit from the highly competitive rates which 
can be offered in Malta in comparison with other servicing centres. 

Negotiations are now in progress with airlines of international repute for the 
setting up of aircraft maintenance and repair workSJhops in Malta and for the 
updating and training of local technicians in relevant specialized fields. For this 
purpose as much use as possible will be made of the facilities which will be vacated 
by the British Air Force when the base agreement expires. 

Malta's potential development as a regional servicing and maintenance centre 
on the lines above, besides tapping the skills of Maltese workers now carrying out 
similar duties with the British forces, would also serve to absorb students who have 
completed relevant courses in local trade schools and technical institutes. More­
over, the recruitment of men who will be participating in these schemes and 
projects in one central organization will ensure better conditions of work and more 
attractive terms. Other advMtages will include a direct participation in the 
management of the unit. 

One other important benefit which would accrue to the Maltese economv 
through the full range of servicing activities which could be provided, could be the 
\.ltilization of the financial services of the local banking sector. 
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POUTICAL, CULTURAL AND TECHNICAL REGIONAL CO-OPERATION 

The third dimension of Malta's new role owes its inspiration largely tQ the 
new vision of Malta as a politically non-aligned nation but firmly committed to the 
cause of peace and regional understanding. 

Malta's initiative to promote regional co-operation between all the sta~es ~n 
the Mediterranean has now gained the support of all the peace-loving coun~nes m 
the area. Mediterranean unity however, should not consist only of declaratiOns of 
intent; it should be actively backed by and translated into positive actions and 
practical initiatives which serve and interpret regional aspirations in a concrete 
form. Malta can thus be of real service to its Mediterranean neighbours since -
given the vast wealth of Mediterranean life and traditions - there is great scope 
for a vigorous pursuit of Malta's objective to develop the island as a major centre 
where practical forms of co-operation can be undertaken in the political, cultural, 
social and economic fields. 

Malta's Mediterranean partners have now fully recognized the implications of 
Malta's political overtures in the last few years to promote political stability in the 
region. Malta's message was loud and clear at the Conference on Security and Co­
operation in Europe held in Helsinki in 1975 when it was agreed that there could 
be no real security in Europe without security in the Mediterranean region. 
Similarly no economic co-operation, no cultural exchanges and no social under­
standing are possible without security. 

The relaxation of political tensions is an essential pre-requisite if measures 
aimed at fostering ancj increasing co-operation between countries are to be useful. 
Indeed, experience has invariably shown that co-operation can only flourish in an 
atmosphere of mutual trust and understanding. When political clouds darken, the 
relations between countries, economic or cultural exchanges pale into insignificance. 

Malta has striven unceasingly for the emergence of a new political order in the 
Mediterranean based on the tenets of detente and non-alignment. The large military 
presence of the two super powers in the Mediterranean Sea might have been 
inevitable before Helsinki; the gradual departure of the American and Soviet fleets 
from Mediterranean waters would now make a great contribution towards the 
security, peace and independence of this region. Moreover, this vision of the Medi­
terranean is also based on a recognition among all States of the need to take a 
common and united stand on matters which directly affect their political and 
economic destinies. This sense of Mediterranean unity and co-operation is a vital 
link within the chain now being forged for European security and stability. 

Malta's dogged perseverance at the Helsinki Conference on Security and Co­
operation in Europe eventually led to the historic Mediterranean Document which 
was included in the Final Act of the Conference. The Mediterranean Docl(m.ent 
runs across political concepts and beliefs and urges all the Mediterranean states to 
participate in efforts to improve security by the strengthening of their cultural, 
economic and scientific links with the other European states. 

Although these intensions were clearlv written into the Final Act of the 
Helsinki Conference, very little if anything has been translated into firm and posi­
tive actions. Indeed, few are the practical initiatives which have been undertaken 
in support of the obligations entered into the Final Act. 

It is therefore within this context that Malta's efforts to establish itself as a 
centre for Mediterranean political, cultural, social and economic co-operation can 
best be seen. Although the march towards Mediterranean identity and security bas 
now begun in earnest, it is also true that Mediterranean dialogue on a number of 
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issues needs further stimulation for it to become effective. Only if regional relation­
shi~s are strengtrenerl and established on a sounder basis can the .future stability 
and harmony of the Mediterranean c:rea be guaranteed as the v1tal prelude to 
European unity. 

It is this' oid which Malta's efforts in the vears ahead will seek to fill. Malta's 
new initiati ves will honour the commitment to ·launch concrete and positive pro­
posals that will enhance Mediterr2nean co-operation and in the long run open the 
new avenues which will lead to the fulfilment of regional aspirations. 

Political Initiatives 

On the political front, Malta has not failed to continue to give the lead which 
a combination of ris10ric.:l events compelled her to assu'TI~ at t'rte Helsinki Con­
ference on behalf of its Mediterranean partners. As a re>ult. there n )W already 
exists a deerer av. areness of the ad\ antagc!; which can be deriv:d f om the awaken­
ing of a special relationship based on political unity a 'TIOng Mediterranean states. 
One recent initat've which falls within these efforts to oro not~ stron~er political 
lies in the Meditnranean region is tre setting up in Malta of a secretariat elected 
by and in the service of all the Socialist youth m1ve nentr;; of th~ Me:literranea1\ . 

Another joint Mediterranean vel')ture with far re1ching political i nplications 
for the whole are<~ was the successfvl confere:1ce held in Malta in fune 1977 for the 
Socialist parties and other progre~sive pclitical or!!anizations of the Mediterranean. 
Similar political gatherings wit\ be fully encouraged in the years ahe1d since in 
this way Malta's claim to be among the political front runners of the re~ion will be 
011ly enhanced. Moreover, the contacts which are est a"blished through t hese activi­
ties \'-ill exnose the Maltese Islands to new ide1s a111 new- ex1J~riences which will 
prove invaluable for her social progress. · 

Cultural Exchanges 

One of the most distinct aspects of the Mediterranean is the richness of its 
history and the dominant role it has plaved in Western Europ~an civilization. 
ThroPghout the ages the Mediter•·anea n was t l· e meeting place of various cultures, 
religi ::; ns ard traditions, and the diver:>itv of its heritage offers wide possibilities 
to the states of the Mediterranean for cultural exchanges at regional level. 

There is thus ample scope for an initiative by M1lta to serve as a cultural 
centre in the Mcidterranean where the ,·aried aspects of Mediterranean life and its 
cultural achievements may be propagated and where interest in the MeditPrranean 
heritage may be stimulated. The various acth·ities of a cultural nature wh i_h Malta 
might seek to sponsor and organize along with the other Mediterrane: n states 
might arovse enthusiasm and foster a deeper awareness of t1, ~ con non \1editer­
ranean heritage. By the development of these cultural exchanges, Malta can 
adequately fulfil its new role and co:ltr;bute towards the f.Jrtl-te· develo 1nent of 
healthy relations between all Mediterranean states. 

The initiatives which can be undertaken by Malta to promote and enLance the 
development of regional cultural exchanges in the Mediterranean can cov :!r a verv 
wide r<!nge of activities. The exchanges and arrangements which can be wo rked out 
between interested Mediterrane?n groups could cater for: 

. - ~c-oper~ti~n amo.ng ~a5s media organi~~tions inci>Jding press agen­
c!es and. JOurnalt~ts organ.IZilttOns for the colle.ct1on, exchange and dissamina­
tion of 1nformat10~ especially on m:1tters ha.vm<l; a distint;;tl y Me iiterranean 
flavour and of particular relevance to the reg10n's aspirations; 

. - con~acts and meetings betwe~n journalists, national radio and televi­
Sion compames for the exchange of views and experiences; 
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- the distribution of radio and television programmes of special interest 
to a Mediterranean audience; 

- the organization of book exhibitions and the improvement of facili­
ties for the loan and exchange of films and documentaries; 

- the encouragement and development of Mediterranean literature to 
enable it to reach a wider audience; 

- the promotion of non-commercial film shows in the countries of the 
Mediterranean through film festivals etc. to promote a deeper awareness of the 
common destiny of Mediterranean countries; 

- the joint organization of regional events such as art ex~ibitions; 
theatrical shows; ballet and music performances; archaeological studies; sum­
mer schools; sporting activities; operatic and dramatic works; performances 
by artistic groups; cultural youth events; etc. 

Technical and Scientific Co-operation 

One practical form of co-operation between Mediterranean states in the scie!l­
tific field is the Regional Oil-Combating Centre which was opened in Mal~~ m 
December 1976 under the auspices of UNEP and the Intergovernmental Mantune 
Consultative Organisation (IMCO). The functions of the Centre include co-operation 
among Mediterranean coastal states to combat large oil spillages in the Mediter­
ranean especially in emergencies and assistance to member states in the devel.:>p­
ment of their national capabilities to combat oil pollution. The activities of the 
Centre also include the collection and the distribution of information to member 
states; the preparation of emergency plans to tackle oil pol1ution; the develop:nen t 
of an effective communications link between the Centre and the Mediterranean 
coastal states; and the encouragement of technological co-operation and training 
programmes. In this way Malta is already participating actively in solving one of 
the major problems now facing the Mediterranean Sea; it is hoped that similar initia­
tives of a practical nature will be undertaken during the coming years as part of a 
larger concerted effort by all Mediterranean states to protect the environment of 
the whole region and to improve the living conditions of their people. 

In this con~ext, and within the framework of joint inter-country ventures and 
programmes to promote further regional technical co-operation, Malta has already 
sought the assistance of the United Nations and its specialised agencies including 
UNEP, ECE and UNDP for the setting up of a regional centre in Malta for the 
practical development and application of solar and wind energy for the benefit of 
the countries in the region. This project is now under active consideration and 
efforts to obtain the co-sponsorship of other countries for the Maltese proposal have 
already proved successful. Indeed, Libya, Turkey. Greece, Cyprus, Italy and Spain 
have all supported Malta's request. 

A health project of a similar practical nature and of direct benefit to other 
Me_di_terrane.a!l. sta~es is also now receivin_g attention. This project seeks to provide 
tra1_nmg fac1ht1es m Malta for para-medical personnel coming mainly from deve­
lopmg Arab countrie_s. A regional centre is planned to be set up in collaboration 
w1th the B~rstel In~tltute ?f Hamburg, mainly for the training of para-medical per­
sonnel particularly m medical laboratory techniques. The range of activities of the 
pr?pos~d centre co~ld also be expanded to cover other health services including its 
uttl.JzatiOn as a reg10n~J reference laboratory for the investigation of cases referred 
to 1t. _Th~ Borstel Institute has already agreed to give the technical support for its 
orgamzat10n and management while the World Health Oraanization will also colla­
borate in this project by providing financial assistance. ::. 

. A~other health. proje~t now under consideration is the setting up of a Renal 
Uo1t wtth the financtal assistance of the Libyan Arab Jamahirija. The Unit will cater 

... 
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not only for Maltese patients needing renai dia~ysis a!ld tre~tment but al~o for 
patients coming from other Mediterranean countnes. It IS also mtended that m .the 
near future students from these countries will be able to make use of the Med1cal 
School which is being re-established in accordance with the principles of the new 
health service to be introduced in Malta. 

The Maltese Government intends to giYe full scope and encouragement to simi­
lar schemes in the years ahead. It is through these concrete projects that .co-opera­
tion between all Mediterranean states is secured and the prospects of reg10nal sta­
bility enhanced and strengthened. Moreover, by using Malta as a base no longer for 
military purposes but for the promotion of these ~ctivities, the. island. wili be gr.ad­
ually converted into a Mediterranean centre wh1ch can service regiOnal reqmre­
ments in the economic, political and culture spheres. In this way. the process of 
Mediterranean dialogue for which Malta has striven resolutely in the last few 
years will be gaining ground and the ideals of regional co-operation will be more 
firmly upheld. 

Malta's efforts to establish itself as a regional centre must be backed by the 
availability of adequate infrastructural facilities. If these ideals are to come true and 
Malta is to serve as a venue for the organisation of political, cultural and other 
activities linking all the Mediterranean states - and also as the seat for interna­
tional organisations such as the Seabed Authority - Malta cannot fail to have at 
its disposal a fully-equipped international conference centre for the hosting of meet­
ings. The British Services have recently vacated an Officers Transit Centre at Hal 
Far and it is the intention of the Government to convert this conglomeration of 
buildings into an international convention centre. 

In the years to come the image of Malta as the impregnable fortress in the 
service of the most powerful foreign nation will fade away. A new image will come 
into focus of a Malta dedicated to the cause of peace and as an international centre 
where the people of the Mediterranean after centuries of turmoil and strife will 
gain a new sense of purpose which will bestow upon the region self-respect and 
dignity. 

V - CONCLUSION 

Malta now stands at the crossroads of its political and economic destiny. In 
less than two years' time, the British military base on the island will be completely 
dismantled and the Agreement "ith Britain on the use of mil:tary facilities in 
Malta will expire. The Maltese economy will then no longer have at its disposal the 
financial returns arising out of the Agreement: nor will Malta have any longer the 
economic returns of the British military presence. 

In 1979, with the final departure of the last British military forces Malta will 
start a new chapter in its history. It will be possible for Malta to lead for the first 
time a new way of life and to dispense completely with the military expenditure of 
a foreign power on its shores. The country will then rely exclusively on economic 
activitites for its livelihood. 

The magnitude of the task which the nation has set itself is formidable 
because it implies a radical change in the structure oi the whole economy. This 
task has not been rendered any easier by the hostile econo:nic forces which have 
weakened the larger European economies and international industrial and trade 
activities from which Malta must henceforth draw its strength. This has not, how­
ever, in any way dampened Malta's enthusiasm to reach the set goals. It has only 
served to instil in the nation a deeper sense of satisfaction and pride in the role it 
has itself chosen to play in a free Mediterranean, unshackled by the presence of 
super powers. 
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It is indeed a source of great satisfaction that the whole nation now responds 
to the call of the Maltese Government for national solidarity to reach the main 
political objective ahead. A heartening response now comes also from foreign 
political circles and Malta's objectives are now identified with the region's overall 
political aspirations. A free Malta for a free Mediterranean now forms the keystone 
of the nation's political endeavours and the countdown has begun for the full 
realisation of this political objective by the Mediterranean's ertswhile island 
fortress. 

The nation's social objectives too have been pursued with vigour in the last 
six years and the country is now deeply committed to the social policies for a more 
humane society. The gaps which tended to create deep divisions between the 
island's various social groups have been consistently narrowed down and there is 
now a greater measure of social harmony than the nation has ever enjoyed. As a 
result, Maltese society is now a more compact, compassionate and homogeneous 
community. 

Measures to ensure a fairer distribution of income have been accompanied by 
a more equitable apportionment of national resources; these include various redis­
tributive measures adopted by the Government to equalise incomes and vast public 
investment programmes especially in housing and health to establish the country's 
social infrastructure on a sounder basis. 

In the coming years the Government will still pursue so:ial policies directed 
particularly towards certain social groups. Various measures are already being 
implemented or are under active consideration as part of the Government's drive 
to develop still further Malta's social environment in line with the national com­
mitment to establish a self-reliant and modern welfare state. 

These practical measures include further reforms in income tax administration 
with expert assistance from overseas to eliminate the possibility of tax evasion; the 
continued improvement in the range of social services provided by the State 
including the proposed new health scheme which will provide comprehensive 
medical services for the care and treatment of all sections of the population; and a 
better 'Ciistribution of houses and home ownership through the Housing Authority 
to ensure that even the most humble Maltese family can enjoy improved living 
standards and housing conditions. 

In this spirit of social consensus, the stage is now set for a more united and 
more brotherly society where no undue privileges exist and where the less 
fortunate sections of the community will also be able to enjoy all the fruits of 
national progress. 

In the years ahead the ~overnmer:t will also encourage to the fullest possible 
extent a deeper sense of social commitment and of greater participation in the 
country's affairs by the whole Maltese community. It is felt that Maltese citizens 
sho.uld now part.icipate willi~gly and mor~ actively in matters that directly affect 
th~1r 7ve~day hfe. T?~ ~ettmg up of neighbourhood committees will be a step in 
th1s directiOn- the mitial step m a completely new experience for the nation 
whereby the various sections of the Maltese community will share in the process 
of the country's management. 

This process <?f .Participation will be broadened in the coming years to cover 
other fi:Ids of activi.ty particularly the field of employment. Workers at every 
occupat.10!1~~ lev.el Will be encouraged to take greater interest, and even to assume 
r~spon~Ibiltties, m the activity which is the source of their livelihood and to parti­
Cipate rn. new form.s of dialogue between workers and management. This will help 
to establish. an eas1e~ flow of communications between the two sides, a better 
und~rstandmg of the1r separate problems and a deeper sense of motivation in the 
attamment of the overall targets. 
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The encouraging experience which has been gained by workers' pa~ticipation 
in the Malta Drydocks and in other enterprises can now serv~ as ~ bas1s for the 
development of similar participation programmes. The d1rect Jnvo_lvement ?f 
workers in the process of decision making and in the day t? day runnmg o~ ~~etr 
places of work can, if wisely introducd and if exercise~ wtth, ?u~ respon~1bd1ty, 
lead to greater efficiency and to higher levels of productwn. Tnts IS essent13.) at a 
time when the nation is bracing itself for the challenges ahead and the Govern­
ment will not fail to give the lead in this direction. 

Malta's economic performance has also been quite enc?uraging especi~lly 
when considered against a background of international. economic upheavals ~hich 
have hampered the progress of countr ies endowed with m.uch greater, nat~onal 
resources. However, in spite of what has already been achteve:i, Malta s sttffe~t 
challenge in the years ahead lies in completing in time its process of economic 
restructuring. 

As the nation enters the most crucial phase of its economic take off, interna­
tional economic experts are predicting a rather gloomy outlook for the. r~st of the 
decade: the industrial Western world is still facing grim prospects of nsmg unem­
ploytrtent hioh rates of inflation, slower growth rates ani balance of payments 
deficits. The ~xperience of the last four years has shown that in similar circum­
stances Malta's extremely open and vulnerable economy stands no chance of avoid­
ing the impact of these calamities and escape unc:r<~thE>d. 

In prosperous t imes, Malta 's commitment to ste~r a new course would have 
been no easy economic task. Against today's background of international economic 
malaise Malta's task is immensely harder to achieve. Malta's approach to its four 
neighbouring states - Libya and Algeria; Italy and France - for guarantees con­
cerning its initial viability is therefore easily understood. Malta is indeed striving 
to lay the foundatio ns of a healthy industrial base wl1ich will ensure a position of 
economic self-reliance in the shortest possible time. 

This Plan Supplement while providing an opportunity fo r an assessment of 
Malta's performance in various sectors to date, wil1. it is earne :;tly hoped, represent 
a fresh rehearsal of the magnitude of Malta's economic challenge and a review of 
Malta's development strategy. 

Thus while overall objectives remain basically those originally st3.ted in the 
Development Plan, Malta's tactical approach will be reinfor:ed and strengthened 
to take due account of changing circumstances and to enable the local economy to 
take full advantage of new openings particularly in the Mediterranean region. The 
manufacturing sector is still assigned a particularly onerous role in the attainment 
o~ Plan targe~s, atlhoug.~ thi~ P!~n Supp~em~nt recognizes the importance Malta 
wtll be attachmg to the services sector m 1ts development efforts in the years 
ahead. 

These are services, however, which go beyond the traditional sector limited 
almost exclusiv.ely to tourism and related services. This is a services sector with a 
difference, offering a n~w range of possibilities wh ;ch Malta :vill seek to exploit to 
the fulle~t e~tent posstble. The new role for Malta as a major regional servicing 
centre will g!':'e f';Ill scope f~r the devel?pment. of local resources incuding in parti­
cular the utilizatiOn of available techmcal sktlls and experiences at a time when 
regional demand for these services is particularly heavy. 

. ~hat t~e nation ~n striving. for at th1s crucial phase of its political and econo­
mic hist?ry Js now bemg appreciated by a large and growing section of the Maltese 
comm~mty. The total. deta~~ment from a way of life relying heavily on Malta's 
strate~pc v~lue to foretgn n;IIltary.powers, however, has already brought about_ 
and ~~.u. ~nng about .to an mcreasmgly greater extent in the future _ heavier res­
ponsJI:: ·hties and obhgatons upon the shoulders of every Maltese citizen. 
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A national commitment not to shirk away £rom these responsibilities out to 
undertake boldly the tasks ahead is therefore an essential feature for the full 
realisation of Malta's aspirations. And it is against this background that the efforts 
of every Maltese citizen in the years to come must be viewed. 

It is of course the duty of the Government, through the range of policy 
measures at its disposal, to seek to create an environment conducive to the 
country's economic progress and social development. But it is ultimately the 
Maltese worker who has the major role to play in the full attainment of the nation's 
overall objectives. This has always been the basic philosophy of the Labour Govern­
ment - that through self-discipline, hard work and honest endeavour the Maltese 
Islands will rise to the occasion and assume the full responsibilities of nationhood. 

In the years ahead therefore, the basic improvements in the quality of life of 
the Maltese community will be determined largely by the response of Maltese 
workers to this call- to the urgent need to raise productivity, increase output and 
improve efficiency. Thus, improvements in living standards and in conditions of 
work will depend to a large extent on the collective efforts of the Maltese labour 
force which should provide a major thrust to the nation's march towards a brighter 
future and towards freedom, self-reliance and independence. 

When viewed against these new national demands, the role of Maltese trade 
unions in the next few years assumes a deeper significance. The Maltese trade 
union movement, faithful to its responsibilities, has worked unsparingly to improve 
the working conditions of the Maltese worker and since 1971 it has worked in close 
collaboration with, and found the full support of, the Labour Government. At this 
stage of Malta's development and in a changing Maltese society, various new 
experiences are being gradually assimilated by the Maltese labour movement. Thus 
workers' participation schemes - both in the process of decision making and in 
profit sharing - are new experiences that are destined to m1ke a lasting impact 
on industrial relations in Malta and on the island's process of social and economic 
development. 

In the years ahead Maltese trade un1ons should involve themselves more 
directly and participate more actively in schemes intended to strengthen the educa. 
tional and technical background of Maltese workers. This can be tackled on two 
fronts - full encouragement and support will be given to workers, both in the 
public and in the private sector, willing to p1rticipate on a student / worker basis 
in educational schemes which will enable them to upgrade their technical s~ills 
and to. acquire qualifications_ that are of d1rect relevance to their occupation or 
professiOn. Maltese trade uniOns should also concern the n selves more vigorously 
in the organization of educational programmes for workers calculated to instil a 
deeper awareness of their duties and obligations towards the countrv in this tran-
sitional phase. • 

As the nation _faces the future with courage and determination, the knowledge 
that the restructurmg process will serve as the keystone of all future national 
efforts gives a deeper dimension to Malta's commitment. The nation now stands 
r~sol_ute in its awareness that its march towards progress is a march towards 
d1g~uty and s~lf-respect - towards a new way of life based on self-reliance and 
actiVe neutrality in the service of regional stabi.Iity, social progress and peace. 

Objects and Reasons 

The Object of this Bill is to enable the House to discuss the Supplement to the 
Development Plan for Malta 1973-80. 
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