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ABBOZZ ta' Ligi mressaq mill-Ono­
revoli Joseph Brincat, M.P., Ministru 
tal-Custizzja, Artijiet, Djar u Affarijiet 
tal-Parlament, u moqri gna ll-Ewwel 
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A TT biex ikompli jemenda 1-KodiCi ta' 
Organizzazzjoni u Procedura Civili, 
Kap. 15. 

C. MIFSUD 
Skrivan tal-Kamra tad-Deputati 

HOUS£ OF REPRESENTATIVES 

A BILL introduced by the Honour­
able Joseph Brincat, M.P., Minister of 
Justice, Lands, Hous ing ar.d Parlia­
mentary Affairs, and read the Firs t 
time at the Sitting of the 23rd July, 
1979. 

AN ACT further to amen-d the Code 
of Organisation and Civil Procedure, 
Cap. 15. 

C. MIFSUD 
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Titolu u bidu 
fi~·~ehh. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 142 
tal-ligi 
principali. 

Emenda Ia' 
l-artiko1u 143 
tal-ligi 
principali 

So-,tituzzjoni 
t.1' 1-artikolu 153 
tal-ligi 
principali. 

ABBOZZ T A' LIGI 

msejjali 

ATT biex ikompli jemenda 1-Kodici ta' Organizzazzjoni u Procedura 
Civili, Kap. 15. 

IL-PRESIDENT, bil-parir u 1-kunsens tal-Kamra tad-Deputati, im­
laqqgha f'dan i1-Par1ament, u bl-awtorita ta' 1-istess, hareg b'Iigi dan li 
gej:-

1. (l) Dan 1-Att jista' jissejjali 1-Att ta' l-1979 li jemenda 1-Kodici 
ta' Organizzazzjoni u Proceduri Civili, u gnandu jinqara u jiftiehem haga 
walida mal-Kodici ta' Organizzazzjoni u Procedura Civili, hawnhekk 
izjed 'il quddiem imsejna "il-1igi prinCipali". 

(2) Dan 1-Att gtlandu jibda jsehb fl-1 ta' Ottubru, 1979. 

2. Fis-subartikolu {l) ta' 1-artikolu 142 tal-ligi principali minflok 
il-kliem "migbura fil-qosor" ghandhom jidhlu 1-kliem "migbura fil-qosor 
hafna". 

3. Minflok is-subartiko1u (!) ta' 1-artikolu 143 tal-ligi principali 
gl'iandu jidhol dan Ii gej: 

"(1) 11-petizzjoni gliandha tkun innotifikata lill-appellat illi 
ghandu jipprei:enta t-twegiba li jkun fiha r-ragunijiet glialiex 1-appeH 
gtiandu jigi micnud fii:-i:mien ta' tnax-i1 jum tax-:xoghol.". 

4. Minf1ok 1-artikolu 153 tal-ligi principali ghandu jidhol dan li gej: 

"!.f!!ex~ja 153. Il-procediment huwa b'citazzjoni meta 1-Qorti toh­
b c•tazzJoni. rog jew taghti ordni lill-parti biex tid her quddiemha, fil-jum u 

fil-hin li jigu stabbi1iti mil-Qorti wara li jaglilqu 1-proeedimenti 
bil-miktub preliminari tal-kawia. ghas-smiegh tal-kawi:a: 

lida, f'kai:ijiet urgenti, il-Qorti tista' tistabbilixxi jum glias­
smiegh qabel 1-eghluq tal-procedimenti preliminari bil-mik­
tub.". 



s. 
"F-orma 
tac· 
l:itaujoni. 

c 167 

M inflok 1-a rtikolu 154 tal-ligi principali ghandu jidliol dan li gej : Sosti tuzzjoni 
ta' l· a rtikolu 154 

154. Ic-Citazzjoni ssir bil-miktub skond il-formola stab- tat-ligi 
bilita.". principa li. 

6. L-artikolu 155 ta l-Jigi principali ghandu jigi emendat kif gej: Emenda ta ' 
l·ar likolu 155 
ta l~i ig t 
principali. 

Cal minflok is-subartikolu (1 ) tieghu ghandu jidhol dan li gej: 
" (l) Ic-citazzjoni gnandha titlesta mill-attur u gnandu 

jkun fiha -
(a) tifs iT car u sewwa ta ' 1-oggetl u r-raguni tat­

taiba; 
(b) it-ta iba jew it-ta lbiet, li gnandhom ikunu 

numerati."; 

(b) minflok is-suba rtikolu (3) tieghu ghandu jidhol dan li gej: 
"(3) F il-Q rati Superjuri 1-attur jew wiehed mill-atturi 

gnandu wkoll , flimkien mac-citazzjoni, jipprezenta dikjaraz­
zjoni f'paragrafi n umerati li jkun fiha migjuba bic-Car u haga 
b'naga 1-falti tal-kawza 1i jkun jaf bihom. Dik id-dikjarazzjoni 
gnandha tkun konferma ta bil-gurament quddiem ir-Registratur. 
L-attur gnandu wkoll jagn ti 1-ismijiet tax-xhieda 1i jkun bi 
nsiebu jgib, maghduda t-tahrika tal-parti 1-olira , u jiddikjara xi 
prova jkun bi nsiebu jaghmel bix-xhieda taglihom."; u 

(C) is-subartikolu (6) tiegnu gliandu jithassar. 

7. M inflok 1-artikolu 156 ta l-ligi prinCipali gnandu jidlioll-artikolu 
gdid li gej: 

'-o-;totun joni ta' 
1 -~ rt iko!u 156 

"Notifika 
tac· 
cita7.ljon i. 

tai-Jigi 
156. Tkun ir-responsabbilta ta' 1-attur li jiehu lisieb li , prinCi pali. 

permezz tar-Registratur, kopja tac-citazzjoni u tad-dikjaraz-
zjoni tigi notifka ta lill-konvenut. ". 

8. L-artikolu J 57 ta l-ligi principali ghandu jithassar. rhassir ta' 
1-artil-.olu 157 
tl l-ligi 
p•·h cipali. 

9. Minflok 1-artikolu i 58 tal-Hgi principali ghandu jidlioll-artikolu So stituzzjoni ta ' 
gchd li gej: 1-;utikolu 158 

ta l-ligj 
principali. " Nota ta ' 

cccezzjo­
nijiet u 
nota ta' 
ammi!.sio'l i. 
pre.i:enta ta. 
CCC. 

158. (I ) Il-konvenut gnandu jipprei:enta n-nota ta' 
ccce7.7jonij iet tiegnu fi zmien glioxrin jum mid-data tan-noti­
fika . kem m-il darba rna jkunx se jammetti t-talba. 

(2) Meta 1-konvenut ikun b i lisiebu jammetti t-talba 
gha t kollox u bla ebda kondin joni dan gliandu jipprei:enta 
nota glia ldaqshekk. 

(3) Jekk dan rna jkunx il-kai: ghandu jipprezenta 
nota ta ' eccezzjonijiet li jkun fiha -

(a) dawk l-eccezzjonijiet 1i jitqiesu rinunzja ti jekk 
ma jingibux fil-bidu tad-difiza ; 

(b) stqarrija tara u korretta ta ' l-eccezzjonijiet fuq 
il-meriti tat-ta iba jew tat-ta lbiet mingha jr riferenza glial 
a wtoritajiet. 

(4) 11-kon venut jew wiehed mill-konvenuti jekk ikun 
hemm aktar minn wiclied , gnandu wkoll, jipprezenta flimkien 
man-nota ta' eccenjonijiet dikjarazzjoni b'paragrafi numera ti 
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li jkun fiha migjuba bic-ear u naga b'naga 1-fatti tal-kawia 1i 
jkun jaf bihom, fejn jictiad. jammetti jew jispjega 6-cirkostanzi 
ta 1-fatti murija fil-paragrafi numerati korrispondenti tad-dikja­
razzjoni ta' 1-attur. Id-dikjarazzjoni gnandha tkun konfermata 
bi1-gurament quddiem ir-Registratur. 11-konvenut ghandu 
wkoll jagnti 1-ismijiet tax-xhieda li jkun bi hsiebu jgib, magli­
duda t-tahrika tal-parti 1-onra, u jiddikjara xi prova jkun bi 
hsiebu jagnmel bix-xhieda tagnhorn. 

(5) lr-Registratur m 'gnandu jircievi ebda nota ta' 
cccezzjonijiet li rnagnha rna jkunx hemm dik id-dikjarazzjoni, 
u rna jista' jingieb ebda xhud illi ismu rna jkunx ingbata f'dik 
id-dikjarazzjoni, l'ilief meta 1-htiega ghall-produzzjoni tax-xhud 
tinqala' f'xi i:m ien wara li tkun giet ippre.i.entata d-dikjaraz­
Ljoni jew meta 1-parti kuntrarja tagti.ti 1-kunsens taghha bil­
mod li jingnad fil-paragrafu (c) ta' 1-artikolu 149. 

(6) Meta 1-konvenut huwa assenti jew minuri jew 
persuna inkapaci skond il-ligi , jew wirt balta!, u jkun jidher 
gnalih prokuratur jew kuratur. minflok id-dikjarazzjoni msem­
mija hawn fuq, tista ' ssir dikjarazzjoni fis-sens li 1-fatti tal­
kawi:a mhumiex rnagnrufa u li rna kienx possibbli li tittiehed 
1-infonnazzjoni rnelitiega sabiex it-taiba ta' 1-attur tigi kkon­
testata. 

(7) Barra milli jippre.i.enta n-nota li biha jammetti 
t-talba jew in-nota ta' eccezzjonijiet u d-dikjarazzjoni, skond il­
t...al. il-konvenut gtiandu j:cliu lisieb li kopja identika taghhom, 
iccertifikata minnu nnifsu jew miii-Avukat tiegliu, jigu notifi­
kati permezz tar-Registru lill-attur jew liii-Avukat tiegnu. 

18) 11-Qorti tista' tiellu b'qies in-nuqgas ta' tliaris 
tad-disposizzjonijiet tas-subartikolu (7) ta' dan 1-artikolu fl­
applikazzjoni tad-disposizzjonijiet tas-subartikolu (3) ta' 1-
artikolu 221 . 

19) Jekk il-konvenut jonqos li jipprezenta n-nota ta' 
eccezzjonijiet u d-dikjarazzjoni msemmija f'dan 1-artikolu. il­
Qorti tiddeciedi 1-kawi:a bliallikieku 1-konvenut baga' kontu­
maCi kemm-il darba rna jippruvax glias-sodisfazzjon ta1-Qorti 
raguni tajba li glia1iha naqas li jipprei:enta n-nota ta' ectezzjo­
nijiet u d-dikjarazzjon i fi7-zmien li jmiss. 

( 10) In-nota ta' eccezzjonijiet tista', wara li jingiebu 
1-provi ta' 1-attur u gabel rna 1-konvenut igib il-provi tiegliu, 
tigi emendata b'nota separata, sew bir-rinuozja ta' wahda jew 
ohra mill-eccezzjonijiet, kemm b'zieda ta' eccenjonijiet onra, 
bla hsara goal dawk 1-eccezzjonijiet li jinqalghu f'kull stadj u 
tal-kawza. 

0 ]) Mal-prei:entaujoni tan-nota ta' eccezzjonijiet 
jew malli ja_:>lilaq iz-irnien stabbilit fis-subartiko1u (I) ta' dan 
1-artikolu 1-proceduri bil-miktub preliminari gliandhom jitqiesu 
li huma magnluqa u ghandhom japplikaw 1-artiko1i 150 u 151. 

(12) Minkejja d-disposizzjonijiet ta' qabcl ta' dan 
1-artikolu, meta 1-Qorti tkun stabbiliet jum gnas-smiegh tal-kaw­
za qabel 1-egnlug tal-procedimenti bil-miktub pre1iminari, il­
konvenut gnandu jippre.i.eota n-nota ta' eccezzjonijiet u d-dik­
jarazzjoni mhux iktar tard mill-liin li fih il-kawza tkun se tin-



sterna' 1-ewwel darba, u jista' wkoll jipprei:entahom quddiem 
il-Qorti f'dik is-seduta u jinnotifika kopja taghhom lill-attur 
billi jaghti kopja lilu jew lill-avukat tiegnu fdik 1-istess se­
duta. ". 

10. L-artikolu 172 tal-ligi principali gl'iandu jigi emendat kif gej: 

(a) fis-subartikolu (1) tiegliu minflok il-kliem "b'citazzjoni" 
g1iandhom jid1ilu 1-kliem "b'petizzjoni"; u 

(b) fis-subartikolu (2) tieghu minflok il-kliem "Ic-Citazzjoni" 
gl'iandhom jidhlu 1-kliem "Tl-petizzjoni". 

c 169 

Emenda ta' 
·'-artikolu 172 
taJ-iigi 
principali. 

11. Minflok 1-artikolu 173 tal-ligi principali gnandu jidhol 1-arti- Sostituzzjoni ta' 
ko1u gdid li gej: 1-artikolu 173 

tal-Jigi 

"Ordnijiet 173. Il-qorti tista', sabiex tii:gura li jkun hemm tliaris principali. 
in camera. gha1 kollox rna' dak kollu li ghandu x'jaqsam rna' proeedura, 

jew sabiex tikseb tag1irif iktar dettaljat, jew sabiex jitliaffu 
1-proceduri jew sabiex jigi evitat li partijiet jew xhieda jidhru 
ghal xejn, taghti in camera dawk 1-ordnijiet u d-direttivi koll-
ha 1i jidhrilha xierqa, u jkun bii:zejjed li dawk 1-ordnijiet jew 
direttivi jigu komunikati mir-Registratur ukoll b'ittra lill-Avu-
kati jew lill-Prokuraturi Legali tal-partijiet jew 1ill-partijiet inni-
fishom. Din id-disposizzjoni tapplika f'kull stadju ta1-procedi-
menti qabe1 rna tingliata s-sentenza. Appell minn dawk 1-or-
dnijiet jew direttivi, meta dawn huma appellabbli, jista' jsir 
hiss wara s-sentenza finali u flimkien rna' appell minn dik is-
sentenza, u dawk 1-ordnijiet jew direttivi rna jistghux jigu ik­
kontestati qabe1 rna tinghata s-sentenza finali." . 

12. Fis-subartiko1u (3) ta' 1-artiko1u 174 tal-ligi principali, minnu­
fih wara 1-k1iem "gl'iall-identifikazzjoni tal-partijiet hawn fuq imsemmi­
ja" gl'iandhom jii:diedu 1-kliem "u gliandu jkollhom maghhom dak in­
numru ta' kopji mliejjija skond id-disposizzjonijiet ta' 1-artiko1u 176 u 
iffirmati mill-istess persuni bl'ialt-original, kif kien ikun mehtieg ghan­
notifika taglihom. ". 

13. L-artikolu 186 tal-ligi principali ghandu jigi emendat kif gej: 

(a) fis-subartiko1u (1) tieghu minnufih wara 1-kliem "fil-1ok 
fejn toqgnod jew tandem" gliandhom jii:diedu 1-kliem "jew fil-post 
tax-xoghol jew fl-indirizz postali tagtlha," u minnufib wara 1-kliem 
"fis-servizz ta' dik il-persuna" gl'iandhom jizdiedu 1-kliem "jew 
f'idejn il-prokuratur tagliha jew persuna awtorizzata minnha biex 
tircievi 1-posta tagliha"; 

(b) minnufih wara s-subartikolu (3) tieghu ghandu jizdied is­
subartikolu gdid li gej: 

"(4) In-notifika tista' wkoll issir mill-ufficja1i ta' 1-uffic­
cju tal-posta, b'dak il-mod u skond dawk ir-regoli li jkunu jaq­
blu mar-regolamenti tal-posta li r-Registratur jista' jordna b'av­
viz fil-Gazzetta. ". 

14. L-artikolu 190 tal-ligi principali hu b'dan imhassar. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 174 
tal-ligi 
principa li. 

C-nenda Ia · 
1-artil...olu 186 
tal-ligi 
tJrinCipali 

Thassir ta" 
1-artikolu 190 
tal-ligi 
principali. 
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Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 191 
ta1-ligi 
principali. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 192 
tal-ligi 
prini: i pa li. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 193 
tai11ligi 
principa1i. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 219 
ta1-ligi 
principali. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu '610 
tal-ligi 
princiJP.li. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 909 
ta1-ligi 
princip:tli. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikd!u I 006 
tal-ligi 
principali. 

15. F1-artiko1u 191 ta1-ligi principali, gliandu jii.died it-proviso 
gdid li gej fit-tarf tiegliu: 

"!Zda, b'danakollu, mandati kawtelatorji u ei.ekuttivi jistgliu 
jigu hiss notifikati jew ei.egwiti minn ufficjali ta1-Qorti.". 

16. Fis-subartiko1u (]) ta' 1-artikolu 192 tal-ligi prinCipali minflok 
il-kliem "fl-artiko1u 157'' gliandhom jidlilu 1-kliem "fit-proviso gliall-arti­
ko1u 153". 

17. Is-subartiko1u (1) ta' 1-artikolu 193 ta1-ligi principali ghandu 
jithassar. 

18. Fis-subartikolu (1) ta' 1-artikolu 219 ta1-ligi principali minflok 
il-kliem "Id-digrieti interlokutorji" gliandhom jidlilu 1-kliem "B1a lisara 
ghad-disposizzjonijiet ta' 1-artikolu 173, id-digrieti interlokutorji". 

19. Fis-subartikolu (1) ta' 1-artikolu 610 ta1-ligi principali minflok 
il-kliem "u 1-Qorti jkun jidhrilha xieraq li tilqa' dik it-talba" gliandhom 
jidlilu 1-kliem "u wkoll meta 1-Qorti hekk tordna". 

20. L-artiko1u 909 tal-ligi principali gliandu jigi emendat kif gej: 

(a) id-disposizzjoni prei.enti ghandha tigi numerata mill-gdid 
bha1a s-subartiko1u (1) tiegbu; u 

(b) minnufih wara s-subartikolu ( 1) ghandu jii.died is-subarti­
ko1u gdid li gej : 

"(2) L-attur, 1-appellant, jew il-persuna li taglime1 libell 
ghandha titqies li rtirat 1-atti ipprei.entati minnha mingliajr 
kundizzjoni jekk, wara li gurnata tkun giet stabbi1ita glias­
smiegh kif jingliad fl-artikolu 151, 1-avviZ imsemmi fl-artikolu 
151(2) rna jkunx giet innotifikat Jilu u dan in-nuqqas ta' noti­
fika jkun baqa' glial iktar rninn tliet xhur mid-data 1-ewwel 
stabbilita ghas-smiegli. ". 

21. Minnufih wara s-subartikolu (2) ta' 1-artikolu 1006 tal-Iigi prin­
cipali ghandu jii:died is-subartikolu gdid li gej : 

"(3) Il-Ministru responsabbli ghall-Gustizzja jista' b'regola­
menti jemenda, jissostitwixxi jew ii.id rnal-forrnuli li jinsabu fl-Is­
keda B ta' dan il-Kodici.". 

Gfaanijiet u Ragunijiet 

~~~n ta: daJ?- 1-Ab~>?zz huwa li jemenda 1-KodiCi tai-Organizzazzjoni u Proce­
dura ClVlh sabtex ttthaffef tl-procedura fil-Qrati Civili. 



A BILL 

entitled 

AN ACT further to amend the Code of Organisation and Civil Procedure, 
Cap. 15. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the House of Representatives, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:-

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Code of Organisation and 
Civil Procedure (Amendment) Act, 1979, and shall be read and construed 
as one with the Code of Organisation and Civil Procedure, hereinafter 
referred to as "the principal law". 

(2) This Act shall come into force on the 1st day of October, 
1979. 
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Citation M d 
commencement. 

2. In subsection (1) of section 142 of the principal law ~or the Amendment 
words "a summarised statement" there shall be substituted the words of section 

142 of the 
"a very brief summary". principal law. 

3. For subsection (1) of section 143 of the principal law there shall 
be substituted the following: 

"(1) The petition shall be served on the respondent who shall 
file his answer containing the reasons why the appeal should be 
dismissed, within the time of twelve working days.". 

4. For section I 53 of the principal law there shall be substituted 
the following: 
"Proceed­
ings by 
writ of 
summon3. 

153. The procedure is said to be by writ of summons, 
when t~e court issues or gives an order to a party to appear 
before It on a day and at an hour to be indicated by the Court 
after the close of the preliminary written procedures of the 
case, for the trial of the case: 

. Provided that, in urgent cases, the Court may 
appomt a day for the trial of the case before the close of the 
preliminary written procedures.". 

Amendritent • 
of section 
143 of the 
principal law. 

Substitution 
of section 
153 of the 
principal law. 
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Substitution 
of section 
154 of the 
principal law. 

Amendment 
of section 
155 of the 
principa1 law. 

Substitution 
of section 
I 56 of the 
principal law. 

Deletion 
of section 
157 of the 
principal law. 

Substitution 
ofiOCtion 
158 of the 
principal law. 

5. For section 154 of the principal law there shall be substituted 
the following: 

"Form of 
writ of 
summons. 

154. The writ of summons shall be in writing according 
to the prescribed form.". 

6. Section 155 of the principal law shall be amended as fol­
lows: 

(a) for subsection (1) thereof there shall be substituted the 
following: 

"(!) The writ of summons shall be prepared by the 
plaintiff and shall contain -

(a) a clear and correct statement of the subject mat­
ter and the cause of the claim; 

(b) the claim or claims, which shall be numbered."; 
(b) for subsection (3) thereof there shall be substituted the 

following: 

"(3) In the Superior Courts the plaintiff or one of the 
plaintiffs shall moreover, file together with the writ of sum­
mons a declaration with numbered paragraphs containing a 
clear and detailed statement of the facts of the case of which 
he may be aware. Such a declaration must be confirmed on 
oath before the Registrar. The plaintiff •.hall also give the 
names of the witnesses he intends to produce, including the 
subpoena of the other party, stating in respect of each of them 
the proof he intends to est1blish by their evidence."; and 
(c) subsection (6) thereof shall be deleted. 

7. For section 156 of the principal law there shaH be substituted 
the following new section: 

"Service 156. It shall be the responsibility of the plaintiff to cau~e 
of writ ot through the Registrar a copy of the writ of summons and of 
summon~. the declaration to be served on the defendant.". 

8. Section 157 of the principal law shall be deleted. 

9. For section 158 of the principal Ia w there shall be substituted 
the following new section: 

"Statement 158. (I) The defendant shall file his statement of 
of defence defence within twenty days from the date of service, unless 
and ~ote of he intends to admit the claim. 
admiSSIOn, 

filing, etc. (2) Where the defendant intends to admit the 
claim, wholly and unconditionaJly he shaH file a note to that 
effect. 

(3) Otherwise he shall file a statement of defence 
containing -

(a) any such pleas as would be taken to be waived 
if not raised before the contestation of the suit; 

(b) a clear and correct statement of the pleas on 
the merits of the claim or claims without reference to 
authorities. 



(4) The defendant or one of the defendants if they 
arc more than one. shall moreover, file together with the state­
ment of defence a declaration with numbered paragraphs, 
containing a clear and detai!ed statement of the facts of the 
case of which he may be aware. denying, admitting or ex­
plaining the circumstances of fact set out in the correspon­
ding numbered paragraphs of the plaintiff's declaration. The 
declaration shall be confirmed on oath before the Registrar. 
The defendant shall also give the names of the witnesses he 
intends to produce, including the subpoena of the other par­
ty. stating in respect of each of them the proof he intends 
to establish by their evidence. 

(5) The Registrar shall not receive any statements 
of defence which is not accompanied by such declaration, and 
no witness may be produced whose name sha ll not have been 
given in such declaration. unless the necessity of producing 
the witness arises at an.> time after the filing of the declaration 
or unless the opposite party sha ll give his consent in the man­
ner prescribed in paragraph (c) of section 149. 

t6) Where the defendant is absent or is a minor or 
a person incapacitated or a vacant inheritance. and is repre­
sented by an attorney or a curator, then instead of the decla­
ration referred to above, a declaration may be made to the 
effect that the facts of the case are unknown and that it has 
not been possible to obtain the necessary information to con­
test the claim. 

(7) Simultaneously with the filing of the note admit­
ting the claim or of the statement of defence and declaration, 
as the case may be, the defendant shall cause an identical copy 
thereof, certified by himself or his Advocate, to be served 
through the registry on the plaintiff or his Advocate. 

(8) Non-compliance with the provisions of subsec­
tion t7) of this section may be taken into account by the Court 
in the application of the provisions of subsection (3) of section 
221. 

t9) If the defendant makes default in filing the 
statement of defence and declaration mentioned in this section, 
the Court shall be give judgment as if the defendant failed to 
appear to the summons, unless he shows to the satisfaction of 
the Court a reasonable excuse for his default in filing the state­
ment and declaration within the prescribed time. 

(JO) The statement of defence, after the conclu­
!>ion of the evidence of the plaintiff and before the defendant 
r>roduces his evidence. may be amended by means of a 
separate statement either withdrawing any of the pleas set up 
or adding new pleas, saving those pleas which may be set up 
at any stage of the proceedings. 

(I J) With the filing of the statement of defence 
or on the expiration of the terms laid down in subsection (I) 
of this section the preliminary written procedures shall be 
deemed to be closed, and sections 150 and 151 shall apply. 

. .<J2) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of 
t~1s SectiOn, where the Court bas appointed a day for the 
tnal of the case before the close of the preliminary written 
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proceedings, the defendant shall file the statement of defence 
and declaration not later th~n the time at which the case is 
first heard, and may also file them before the Court at such 
hearing and serve a copy thereof on the defendant by deli­
vering a copy to him or his advocate at that same hearing.". 

10. Section 172 of the principal law shall be amended as follows: 

(a) in subsection ( 1) thereof for the words "by writ of sum­
mons" there sha II be substituted the words ''by petition"; and 

(b) in subsection (2) thereof for the words "The writ of sum­
mons" there shall be substituted the words ''The petition". 

11. For section 173 of the prim:iral law there shall be substituted 
the following new section: 

"Orden 
in calltero. 

173. The court may, in order to ensure full compliance 
with «11 matters of proceciure. or to see-k more detailed infor­
mntion. or to expedite proceedings or to avoid the unneces­
sary app·~arance of parties or witnesses, give in camera all 
such ordc,·s and directives 1t may think fit. nnd it shall be 
~ufficicnt that such orclers or directives be communicated by 
the Registrar even by letter to the Advocates or Legal Pro­
curators of the p;trties or to the p<uties themselves. This pro­
vision shali apply to <!ny st;1ge of the proceedings before 
judgment is delivered. An appeal from such orders or direc­
tives where admissible may be entered only after the defi­
niti·>'e judgment and together with an appeal from such 
judgment. and such orders or directives may not be 
challenged before the definitive judgment is delivered.". 

12. In subsection (3) of section 174 of the principal law, imme­
diately after the words "to identify the said parties" there shall be added 
the words "and sh all be accowpanied by such number of copies pre­
pared in conformity with the provisions of s~ction 176 and signed by 
the same persons as the original, as wot!ld be required for the service 
thereof.". 

13. Section 186 of the principal law shall be amended as follows: 

(a) in subsection ( 1) thereof immediately after the words 
··place of residence or business" there shall be added the words 
··or place of work or postal address," and immediately after the 
words "in his senice" there shall be added the words "or his 
attorney or person authorised to receive his mail": 

lb) immediately after subsection (3) thereof there shall be 
added the following new subsection : 

"(4) Service m?y also be effected by officers of the post 
office, in su:h manner and under such rules in conformity 
with postal regulations as the Registrar may order by notice 
in the Ga7ette.". 

14. Section 190 of the principa! law shall be deleted. 



15. In section 191 of the principal law, there shall be added the 
following new proviso at the end thereof: 

··rro\ided. however. that precautionary and executive war­
rants may on ly be served or executed by officers of the Courts.". 
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16. In subsection (I) of section 192 of the principal law for the Amendment 

words "section 157" there shall be substituted the words "the proviso ~~2 s~~t:~~ 
to section 153". 

17. 
deleted. 

Subsection (I) of section 193 of the principal law shall be 

18. In subsection (1) of section 219 of the principal law for the 
words "Interlocutory decrees" there shall be substituted the words 
"Saving the provisions of section 173, interlocutory decrees". 

19. In subsection (1) of section 610 of the principal law for the 
words "and the Court sees fit to accede to such a demand" there shall 
be substituted the words "and also in the case where the Court so 
orders". 
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20. 
lows: 

Section 909 of the principal law shall be amended as fol- Amendment 
of section 

(a) the present provision shall be re-numbered as subsection 
(I ) thereof; and 

(b) immediately after subsection ( I) there shall be added the 
following new subsection: 

"(2) The plaintiff, appellant, or person issuing out a libel 
shall be deemed to have withdrawn the acts filed by him uncon­
ditionally if, after a day has been appointed for the trial as stated 
in section 151, the notice mentioned in section 151 (2) was not 
served upon him and this failure of service has persisted for more 
than three months from the date first set for the trial." . 

21. Immediately after subsection (2) of section 1006 of the prin­
cipal law there shall be added the following new subsection: 

"(3) The Minister responsible for Justice may by regula­
tions amend, substitute or make additions to the forms contained 
in Schedule B annexed to this Code.". 
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The Object of tl;lis Bill is to amend the Code of Organisation and Procedure so as 
to expedite the proceedings in the Civil Court. 
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