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MALTA 

ATT Nru. XII ta' 1·1978 

ATT manrug b'ligi mill-Parrlament 
ta' Malta. 

ATT biex ikompli jemenda l·Kodici ta' 
Organizzazzjoni u Procedura Civili 
(Kap. 15). 

ACT No. XII of 1978 

AN ACT enacted by the Parliament 
of Malta. 

AN ACT further to amend. the Code 
of Organization and Civil Procedure, 
(Cap. 15). 



Titolu 
ffi-qOS<>r. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 10 
tal-liii' 
principali. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 1~ 
tal-lip 
prinCipali. 

Naghti 1-kunsens tieghi. 

/q ta' April, 1978 

An Nru. XII ta' 1-1978 

ATT biex ikompli jemenda l-KodiCi ta' Organizzazzjoni u Proeedura 
Civili, Kap. 15. 

IL-PRESIDENT, bil-parir u 1-kunsens tal-Kamra tad-Deputati, 
imlaqqglia f'dan il-Parlament, u bl-awtorita ta' 1-istess, liareg b'ligi 
dan 1i gej:-

1. Dan 1-Att jista' fissejjali 1l-Art ta' l-1978 li jam.enda a .. Kodi6i 
t:a' OrganizzaZ?Jjoni u ProC:edrura Civili, u gliandu jinqara u jifttiehem 
naga wanda mal-KadiCi ta' Organizzazzj'onJi u Procedura Ci'vili, hawn­
hekk iZjed 'i1 quddiem imsejjali "il-ligi pPinci/pall·i". 

2. L-artikolu 10 tal-ligi principali gliandu jigi emendat kif gej: 
(a) id-disposizzjoni prezenti gliandha tigi numerata mill­

gdid bliala s-subartikolu {1) tiegliu; u 
(b) minnufih wara s-subartikolu (1) tiegliu gliandu jiZdied 

is-subartikolu gdid Ii gej: 

"(2) Meta xi kumnikazzjoni kif imsemmija fil-forma 
tal-gurament li hemm fis-subartikolu (1) ta' dan l-artikolu 
tkun tikkonsisti f'ittra anonima jew f'ittra Ii min kitibha 
rna jkunx jista' jigi magliruf malajr, jew meta xi kumnikaz­
zjoni bliaL dik ikun fiha xi kliem ingurjui jew offensiv, 
1-Imliallef li rCieva 1-kumnikazzjoni rna jkollux glialfejn 
jaqra Jukumnillca~oni fid--qorti bilJ!lliftuli iida jista' minflok 
igliid fil--Qorti 'bil~tuli H-fa tt li fkun irceviha u gliandu 
fkull kai: igtliarraf il-drontenut tagliha liM-fuesident tar-Re­
pubblika.". 

3. L-artikolu 18 tal-ligi principali gliandu jigi emendat kif gej: 
(a) id-disposizzjoni prezenti gliandha tigi numerata mill­

gdid bliala s-subartikolu (1) tiegliu, u 
{b) minnufih wara s-sulbartikolu (1) tiegliu gliandu jii<lied 

is-subartikolu gdid Ii gej: 



"(2) Meta xi kumnikazzjoni kif imsemmija til-forma 
tal-gurament li hemm fis-subartikolu (1) ta' dan 1-artikolu 
tkun tikkonsisti f'ittra anonima jew f'ittra li min kitibha 
ma jkunx jista' jigi magliruf malajr, jew meta xi kumnikaz­
zjoni blial dik ikun fiha xi kliem ingurju.Z jew offensiv, il­
Magistrat Ii rCieva 1-kumnikazzjoni rna jkollux glialfejn 
jaqra 1-ik.umn:ik.a.wjoni dhl-qorti bil-miftu.li izda jista' min­
flak igliid fil-qorti lbid:-mittuli i[L.fatt }i jn<f\ll1 irCevihao u glian­
du .f'kull ka:Z igliarraf il-kontenut tagliha !ill-President tar­
Repu bblika. ". 

4. Fit-test ~z tJa&GubartJikdlu (2) ta' i...u1tikdhu 65 ta·I"ligi Emcnda ta' 
princi'Pafii, ntinfiok m-k1bn "in this Act" glimd!ham jidlilu t«:liem ~~~olu 65 
"itn 1Jhi'S Code". ... prinCipill. 

5. Fit-test Matti tas-sub-paragrafu (iv) .tal-paragrafu (c) tas- Emenda ta' 
subartikolu (3) ta' 1-artikol'u 77 tal-ligi prinCipali, minflok il-kelma ~~~~dlu 77 

"emigrazzjoni" gliandha tidliol il-kelma "immigrazzjoni". prinCipali. 
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6. lrartikolu 594 tal-ligi principali gliandu jigi emendat kif gej: Emenda ta' 
1-artika.'u 594 

(a) m:inflok is-eubarrtikolu (1) tiegliu glia'll'du jidliiOUJ d'aln Ii tal-liS:i prineipali. 
gej: 

"(1) B'dak iklollu ti .bemm fid-'d!llsposizzjarlli~ret ta' 1-'alili'a!r 
artikolu qabel darn, iil~rti ttista', :Duq it-taiba !tal-parti 1-
walida u ~-olira, jew, wara Ii tqis ic-Cirkostan:oi tal-kaz, ex­
officio, tordna 1i t-twegibiet moglitija mix-xhieda, jew is­
sustamza uagliholm, ji't'tlielidu bl-istenogrcmja m'irun Sltenogra:fi, 
maliturin glial hekk jew jigu registrati b'mezzi elettroman­
jetici. r~noti ta' l-1.stenografat gliandham jittielidu b'litnka !li 
rna titliassaTx u jlkunu iffirmati fuq ku!lil pagna mJiill~~ten:og;ra:fi 
u ftilmkien mat-traskrizzjon~ gliandhom, fl-original, jliilliillu fl­
attij~t talJkaw:ia. !T-registrazzjoni eletltrdmaonietika gliandha 
tigi traskriltta taM id-dli.r'ezzjoni tar-Registratur u t.,1Jras'kriz. 
zjo.rui: gnandha tidliol ft-attijiet tal.Jkawza. Pknllll 'kai, it­
traskrizzjoni tista' tkun miktuba bl-idejn jew bit-typewriter 
u gliandha tinqaxa lix-xhud, matul is-seduta jew wara, mh-­
Regtistrattur i}!i gliarnd'U jnizzel nom ta' dak i!l-qari fit-tarf :tlalt­
traSik!rizzj on i. ", u 

(b) m'i'lllfi.Oik i·l-lkl!iem "tblilex taglitlTlJel tarjj eb gli:a11-lilas Ita' 1-
istendgra.fu" lJli hernll:n fis-suba!rtllkollu (4) ·tiegliu gliandh()([Il j~dlilu 
lL.kl.ie.m "biex taJglime~ tajjeb gliad-drrittijiet ta' 1-istenografi jew 
ghat:r-registrazzjonri''. 

7. Fl-artikoillu 989 ta!IHI.igi pr1.itnCipaJi, mi!Jlfl'ok il·Miem "b1-al1lDlle'Ilr Bmenda ca' 
da'' li hem:m fil-n:lragrnfu (d), gnandholm J.idlilu l·kliem "h'llammenda 1-artikolu 989 

r- tal.Jiioi 
jew bil-multa". .... 

principali. 

8. P1Lrurtt:ikolu 992 t'a'~lJigi prindpali minlflak ~J.:kliem "fl-a:rtlilkolu Emonda ta' 
990" gliandhom J'idlllu l"!kliem "fl-ar,tikolu 990 J·ew 993". 1-artikolu 992 

tal-ligi 
prinCi.palL 

9. Mirufldk 1l-a.rti!kdltu 993 ml.-tigi pr!ilncilpa!l'i gliandlu jidliol dan Sostituzzjoni ta' 
li g' eJ·: l-artikolu 993 

tal-liB.! 

. "993. (1) Hadd ma jista' juia, fetbda skrittura jew waqt is- principdi. 
srmegli tal"kawia kJiean ingurjuz jew <Jffensiv illi ana jkiUil!X moo-
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Emenda ta' 
1-artikolu 1000 
tal-ligi! 
prinai:palli. 

Emenda 
ta' ligi 
ft-Iskeda. 

tieg fil-dcawza jew .Ji jipproduci mi.ngliajr il-permess bil~uddiem 
tal-Qorti xi dokU!Illent ii jkun fih xi kliem bli.al dak; u 1-Qorti 
tista', fid-diskirezzjoni taigliba, tikik.undanna mi-liati gliahl-piena 
tac-Canfir, jew ta' amrnendat Jew multa jew ta' deten~oni sk.ond 
il-Kodid Krim:inali (Kapitl'u 12); il-'Qorti tista' wkohl, sew ex 
officio jew fuq ta:Lba taJ,parti offi.Za, tordna li kull kliem blia1J dak 
jitliassar miJ'l-iskritturi qew mid-dokument, skond il-kaz. 

(2) Ll-Qorti tista' wko11, mi,nfiok li rordna t-tliassir 
ta' il.'-imsemm.i kliem, tordnaJ li l-iskrittru.ra k<>lllia jew id-doku­
ment kollu li jkun fih xi klliem blia1 dak jigi sfilzat mill-proeess 
u, f'kaz lblial dan, lr-iskrittlura jew id-dokument jitqiesu, gliaH­
finijiet koftlha, lbliaMik.ieku qatt rna gew irppreiJentati.". 

10. Fi-artikolu 1000 talL.Jigi prilncipail.~. minfiak ilrkliem "fa:v'UI 
il-Krurnna" gl'iandhom jidlilu 1-'lcliem "favur H-Gvem ta' Malta". 

ll. Jll4ligi murija fi-ewwel !k.olonna ta' 1-Iskeda 1i ti.nsab a:mt' dan 
1-Att gliandu Tkoiaha• effett skond l-<emenda murija fit-tieni kolonna 
ta' dJc 1-Iskeda. 

SKEDA 

L-Ewwel Kolonna 
Ligi 

lt-Tieni Kolonna 
Safejn tigi emendata 

Att ta' l'-1974 dwar 
1-Istampa 
(Att Nru. XL ta' 
1-1974) 

Minftok il-proviso gliall~aragrafiu (e) ta' l-artioc01lu 33 
gl'iandu jidliol daln li gej: 

"Jzda rna jkun!ux jistlgl'i(u jigu pubhlikati -
(a) xi liaga li, bl-artilcolu 993 tal-KodiCi ta' 

O.rgan:iz:zazzjoni u Proeedura Civili (Kapitlu 15), 
hi projbita li tigi wiata jew prodotta, jew 

(!b) xi rapport taJr.procedi'llllenti fxi ka2: ta' 
ma1afama, li fiha 1-prov.a. tal~verita ta!l-fatti attri­
bwiti rna t!k.unox tista' ssir bil-ligi:'. 

Mglioddi mill-Kamra tad-Deputati fis-Seduta Nru. 154 tas-17 ta' April, 1978. 
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Short title 

Amendment 
of section 10 
of tho 
principal 
law. 

Amendment 
of section 18 
of the 
principal 
law. 

I assent. 

I g Apri'l, 1978 

ACT No. XII of 1978 

AN ACT further to amend the Code of Organization and Civil Pro­
cedure, Cap. 15. 

B'E IT ENACTBD by the Ptl'esident, by and witlh the advice and 
consent of 't'he House of Representatives, in this present Parliament 
assembled, an'<l. by the autftwrity of the same, as fol'lows:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Code of Organization and Civil 
Procedure (Am.endmenlt) Act, 1978, amd shall be read and oon.s.t:rued 
as one ~th the Code O!f Orgamization and Civi1 Procedure, ihereirn­
after referred to as "the pnim.cipal iliaw". 

2. Section 10 of the •principal law shall be amended <lk'> follows: 
(a) the present provision shalJI' be renwnber.ed as subsec­

tion (1) thereof; anld 
(b) immediately after s1.11bsection (1) thereof there shall be 

added the following new sulbsection: 

"(2) Where any comanunication as is refer<l'ed ro in 
the form of oalt!h contained in subsection (1) of tlhis section 
consists 1n an anon.yunous letter or in a letter the writer 
whereof cannot lbe readily identified, or where any such 
communication contains insulting or offensive expre55ions, 
tlhe Judge who received tlhe communication need not read 
out the communication in open court but may instead dis­
close in qpen court the fact. of such receipt and shal!L in any 
case make the contents thereof known to the P!l'esident of 
rhe Republic.". 

3. Section 18 of the princ~p~ law shalll •be amended as follows: 
(a) the present provision shall be renumbered as swbsec­

tion (1) tlhereof, and 
(b) immediately after subsection (l) rhereof there sha.U be 

added rhe following new subsection: 



' '(2) Where any communication as is referred to in 
the fomn of oath contained in subsection (1) of this section 
consists in an anon!Y!ffiOUS letter or in a letter the writeT 
whereof cannot lbe readi]o/ identified, or where any such 
communication oontains insulting or offensive expressions, 
the Magistrate who recejved the cOIIli11/l.D1i:cation need not 
read out the communication in open court but may instead 
disdose in open court the fact of such receipt and shall in 
any case make the contents thereof !known to the President 
of the Republic.". 

4. In tfue English text of su.lbsection (2) of section 65 of t!he 
priln.CI.paf l'aw, for the woros "ill' tlhis Act" there shaM !be substriltuted 
the W'QI'ds "in this Code". 

5. ln tlhe Ma.oltese text of sulb-pan-agraph (iv) of paragraph (c) of 
subsection 3 of section 77 of the prin'dpal law, for the w.or.d "emli­
grawjoni" there shall tbe substituted the word "immigrazzjoni·". 

6. Section 594 of tfu.e princi.pa:l llaw shall be arm ended a& fullows: 
(a) for subseatiQil (1) thereof 11here shaln be <Subst:fiiluted! the 

fdl~owing: 

"(1) NotJwithstanding the prt>visitons of the last pre-­
ceding secttilcm, &e Count may, at -the request af bo1Jh parties, 
or, having regard to the circumstances of the case, ex officio, 
o:rdell" tllat tihe a.ns.wers given by the witness, Qr ltlhre SIUJb­
starnce <thereof, be taken down oilrl shorthand by rrreams af 
s.teoographers appointed tfior <tfhe purpose or be reC'orded by 
electrdmagnetic lllrean5. Shovthand n:otes sh'alll be ltlaken dowtn 
in ilnde1Lb!lle ink a!nd signed on each page by illhe s:tenrog~a­
phern am.d shall, tJog~er wi'th ilhe transcript 'be lilnsert'ei<i im 
dr.igi:nal in the reoord. The electrdmagnetic reoarding shall~ 
be tranrscribed rmder the dlirectioo of Registrac and the 
transci1ilpt sha!lJ lbe inserted ilrl t!he record. In eil1lher case, tih.e 
vransc:ript an~y lbe hand W1ritrten or typewritten and slhailll be 
read over tto the wlitness, during or after the sllttlilng, by tihe 
RegiStrar who shaill make a n011e of such reading Cl!t the fulat 
of the transcript.", and 
~) :for tlhe words "to secure the stenographers' fees" illl 

subsection (4) thereof tlhere Shall !he substituted tfhe W'<mls "to 
secure the stenographers' or recording fees". 

7. In sectliblnl 989 of the prinaip.all'aw, fur the words "W!iltlh aJ filne 
(ammenda)" in paragraph (d) there shall be substituted the words 
with a fine (ammenda or multa)". 

8. In section 992 of the principal Jaw, for the words "in sectivn 
990" there shaJJ be Sl.libstituted the words "in section 990 or 993". 

9. For secti'on 993 of tlhe pnilncipall ·law there shall 'be sulbstiwted 
the fullowilng: 

"~. (1) It is. lforbidd'en to use in any written pleading 
oc dtrr11% the hearing irt~Sulting or offen'Sive eX!pi'essions which 

Amendment 
of section 65 
of tho 
principal 
law. 

Amendment 
of section 77 
of tho 
principal 
law. 

Amendment 
of section 594 
of the 
principal law. 

AmendmeJIIIJ 
of section 989 
of the 
principal 
law. 

Ameodmcot 
of sectioo 992 
of the 
princ:ipall 
law. 

Substinrtion 
of soctilon 993 
of the 
prio.cipaJ 
law. 

'i 
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Amendment 
of section 1000 
<>f the 
principal 
law. 

Amendment 
of enactment 
in Schedule. 

are not necessary for the camse or to produce without the pre­
vious permission of the Court any document containing any 
SlUCh expression; and it &'h,ailil be ~awful for the Court, in its dis­
cretion, to sentence tJhe offender to reprima!Ild or to a fine 
(ammenda or multa) or to detention in terms cxf th'e Criminal 
Code (Chapter 12); it shaJJ allslo /be law:fiu:l for the Court, ei1lher 
of its own motion or urpon the demand of the aggrieved party, 
to cause aruy sucih e~essicm to be strudk out from the written 
pleacting or docUJlllent, as the caose may be. 

(2) The Court maor also, instead of causing the 
striking out of the said e~essions, o11der that the whole writ­
ten pleading or document containing any such expression be 
exlJ'Unged lflfom the record orf proceedings and, in SUCih case, the 
pleading or document shalJ. for aH pu~es be deenred never 
to have been filed.". 

10. In -section 1000 of the principal law, fu!r the words "to tlh.e 
Crown" there sihaH be su!bstiruted the words "to the Government of 
Malta". 

11. The enootment set rut :iJn tlhe first cdlJumn of tlhe Sah.eduJle 
to this Act shall have ·effect sulbject to tJhe amendment set out in 
the second column of that Sohedlule. 

SCHEDULE 

First Column 
Enactment 

Second Column 
Extent of amendment 

P.ress Act, 1974 
(Act No. XL of 
197'4) 

For the proviso to paragra'Ph (e) of section 33 there 
shall be su!bstituted the lfol'lowing: 

"Provided that it shalU not be lawful to publish -
(a) anythlnJg Which, by section 993 of the 

Code of Ol'ga.llization and Civil Procedure (Chap­
ter 15), is fo~bidden to be used or produced, or 

(b) any report of the proceedings iru any 
ca5e of defamation, in whioh evidence of the 
truth of the matrt:ers charged is not allowed by 
law.". 

Passed by the House of Representatives at Sitting No. 154 of the 17th April, 
1978. 

~~t"Lt--- . 
Clnk to th6{!!;1f~entatives 


