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Nagflti 1-.iounse:ns ~. 

/ Dioembru, 1978 

ATT Nru. XXV ta' 1-1978 

ATT biex jipprovdi dwar Suppliment g1iall·Pjan ta' Zvilupp ghall­
perijodu 1973-80. 

I'L-PRESIDENTf, bil-parir u l·kunsens ta1-Kamra tad-Deputati, 
imlaqqgha f'dan il-Par1ament, u bl-awtorita ta' 1-istess, liareg b'ligi 
dan Ii gej : -

Titolu fil -qosor. 1. Dan 1-Att jista' jissejjali 1-Att ta' 1-1978 dwar Suppliment 
gliall-Pjan ta' Zvilu.pp. 

SuppJimeot 2. Minke;ja d-disposizzjonijiet ta' 1-artikolu 2 ta' 1-Att ta' 
gball-Pjan. 1-1976 dwa>r Pjan ta~ Zvi1upp, is-Suppliment gliall-Pjan ta' Zvilupp 

glial Malta 1973-80 1i hemm fi-Iskeda li tinsab ma' dan 1-Att gliandu 
jservi ta' ba.Zi gliall-programmi ta' investiment u bliala strument 
gliat-tmexxija tat-tkabbir ta' 1-ekonomija u tal-progress socjali gliall­
perijodu li jispicea fi.l-31 ta' Marzu, 1980. 

(Artikolu 2) 
SKEDA 

PJAN TA' ZVILUPP GHAL MALTA 1973~0 

SUPPLIMENT 

DAMLA 

L-ippjanar hu process kontinwu l-iijed fi giira ig1tira b1ial Malta li g1tadha tizvi­
viluppa l-ekonomija tag1iha u li tintlaqat mill-qrib b'kulma jigri fil-qasam ekonomiku 
internazzjonali. 

Ga sar 1iafna progress fl-implimentazzjoni ta' diversi progetti u programmi skond 
l-istrategija mfassla fil-Pjan ta' Zvilupp 1973-80. Madankollu fdal-a1thar 
snin l-iivilupp ekonomiku infirex r oqsma o1tra li qed insibu waqt 1i 1-pajjii qed jizvi­
luppa flpass mglklggel biex isir centru ewlieni fil-Mediterran. Diversi Ministeri u 



organizzazzjonijiet onra li ghandhom x'jaqsmu ma' l-izvilupp ga qiesu dal-opportuni­
tajiet godda gnax g1iarfu sew il-kontribuzzjoni siewja li dawn jistgnu jagntu biex 
jintla1iqu l-gnanijiet generali nazzjonali. 

F'dan 1-istadju, il-pubblikazzjoni ta' dan is-Suppliment tal-Pjan ghandu jservi 
bnala baii siewja ta' diskussjoni gnal dawk is-sezzjonijiet tal-kommunita Maltiia Ii 
jinteressaw rufihom mill-qrib fl-iivilupp ekonomiku tal-pajjiz. Fid-dawl ta' kif il-pub­
bliku jilqa' dan id-dokument, dan is-Suppliment jitressaq gnad-diskussjoni fil-Parla­
ment qabel ma jigi approvat; b' hekk in-nazzjon jagnraf aktar mill-qrib it-toroq godda 
li gnandna quddiemna u li flimkien ma' l-oqsma tradizzjonali gnandhom jagntu spin­
ttl qawwija lill-izvilupp ekonomiku tal-pajjiz. 

I - INTRODUZZJONI 

Malta issa waslet bejn wiened u ienor fin-nofs tal-Pjan ta' Zvilupp 1973-80. Dan 
lruwa fursi 1'-a!ijar imien biex wielied jagliti liarrsa Qum u jqis il"'Progress li sar s'issa 
fl~cmd ta:' :iviluppi ddmeSJtiCi u ta' attnlbjent in<ternaz:zjonali H qiegned dejje'm 
jilnbklel. Dan J-ist'lldju gliandu jagliti wkotN' 1-oPIJ'(Yrtunlta' li ndanMu fl-istmregija 
generali nazzjona1i dawk 1-esperjenzi u idejat godda li 1-pajjiz kiseb mindu 1-Pjan 
gie IIDlniedri fl-1973; dawn rna jistgliux jaglimillu liag'olira M1ef li jsaliliu 1-iivihlpp ta' 
Malta. 

Dan is-Supp1iment tal-Pjan glia1hekk jinqasam b'mod generali fi tliet taqsimiet 
principa1i. L-ewwe1 taqsima tagliti liarsa 1ejn 1-i.ZvilWpp li sar s'issa - liarsa generali 
lejn kif imxew il-Gzejjer Maltin rnill-1971 sa1-lum mil-lat politiku, ekonom1iku u 
soejali. lt-tieni taqsima tagliti indikazzjoni generali tad-daqs u 1-kobor tax-xoghol 
1i jrid isir u 1-glianijiet li rridu nilliqu. L-aliliar taqsima thares lejn 1-opportunitajiet 
godda gliall-izvilupp li, jekk nalitfuhorn sewwa, jistgliu jkunu mezzi ohra li bihorn 
insannu 1-istrategija tal-izvilupp kif hemm imfisser fil-Pjan. 

1--ghan ewlieni tal-Pjan ta' Zvi1upp 1973-1980, u ta' dan is-Suppliment, huwa 1i 
jwassal lill-Gzejjer Maltin glial vijabilita ekonomika sliina li permezz tagnha n-nefqa 
tal-forzi Militari BrittaniCi stazzjonati fi1-gzira - li fuqhom tradizzjonalment kienet 
tiddependi 1-ekonomija ta' Malta - tonqos bil-mod il-mod sakemm tispiCca glial 
kollox sa 1-alinar ta' Marzu 1979 meta taghlaq il-bazi militari Ingliza fi1-gzira. 

I~lisieb wara dan is-Suppliment jibqa' 1-istess ta1-Pjan originali. Minkejja it­
taq1ib qawwi ekonomiku fid-dinja fl-1974 u fl-1975 li minnu Malta rna setghatx 
rna tintlaqatx blialma fil-fatt gara, 1-impenn politiku tal-gzira jibqa' sliih u qawwi. 
Sad-data stabbi1ita - i1-31 ta' Marzu, 1979 - 'Malta twarrab ghal kollox 1-uzu 
tradizzjonali tagliha ta' fortizza u tfassal liajja gdida li m'gliandha x'taqsam xejn 
rna' gwerra, u li permezz taghha il-poplu Ma1ti jaqla' 1-gliixien tiegliu b'hidma 
onesta fi-oqsma tal-manifattura, tiswija ta' vapuri, bini ta' vapuri, agrikoltura, 
turizmu, kummerc u servizzi olira. 

Dan il-glian gdid ser nilhquh 1-ewwel nett billi nghinu lilna nfusna, ghaliex dan 
huwa 1-qofol tat-twemmin tal..(Jvern Laburista Malti. I1-poplu Ma1ti ivvota gna1 dan 
it-twemmin f'Cunju ta' 1-1971 u gedded il~andat tiegliu f'Settembru ta' 1-1976. 

Il-pop1u Malti qed jilqa' dan 1-inpenn storiku gdid bi qlubija u determinazzjoni. 
Il.;pajjiz jinsab miexi b'entuzjazmu matul it-triq li gliazel b'rieda soda u li giet 
mfissra b'mod 1-aktar car fi1-Pjan ta' :Zvilupp, lejn liajja ta' kollaborazzjoni u hbibe­
rija ma1-pajjizi 1-ohra kollha, specjalment rna' dawk qrib taghna, najja ta' xoghol 
iebes, ta' qawmien rnora1i, ta' nelsien veru. Fit-triq li qabad ta' soejaliimu demo­
kratiku u lianin, il-poplu Malti jimxi 'I quddiem fis-sliem u fil-prosperita. 
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II- IL-PROGRESS TAL-PJAN 

FRUNTIERI POUTICI 

Matul dawn 1-aliliar sitt snin, Malta stinkat mingliajr serlian biex jitwaqqaf 
ordni gdid fil-Mediterran mibni fuq 1-gliarfien ta' interdipendenza bai;ika bejn 1-
Ewropa tal-Punent u 1-Istati Gliarab. Malta temmen bis-sliili ukoll li hija tista' 
biss tkompli miexja fdin it-triq gdida ta' newtralita' u li ana tkun marbuta rna' 
nadd fl-interess tal-paci, kemm-il darba ssib 1-gliajnuna fl.-isforzi tagliha sew mill­
pajji.Zi Gliarab kif ukoll mill-pajjizi Ewropej. 

Gliardaqstant il"Politika ta' Malta kellha bliala glian ewlieni li tnaqqas. s.akemm 
tnelilii glial kollox id-dipendenza tradizzjonali tal-pajjiz fuq 1-isfruttar tal-posiz.. 
zjoni strategika tagliha glial skopijiet militari; minfl.ok dan, attivitajiet u program­
mi ekonomici ispirati mill-paci se jaglitu sehe:mhom gliall-prosperita u !-progress 
socjali tal-kommunita Maltija fl.-isfond ta' paci u stabbilita regjonali. 

Mi.ll-1971 '1 hawn il~polltika barranija ta' Malta tbiddlet b'mod mill-iZjed 
qawwL Din issa s.aret politika ta' newtralita stretta miz-zewg super potenzi, ba­
Zata fuq it-twemmin illi 1-prezenza militari taglihom b'mod permanenti fil-Baliar 
Mediterran m'hiex fl.-interessi veri ta' paci f'dawn 1-inliawi. Glialhekk, fl.-1971 Malta 
glialqet I ... Ufficc':ju ewlieni tan-NATO biex teliles lilha nnifisha mir-rabtiet politici 
tal-imglioddi u biex tnaqqas 1-infl.uwenzi politici barranin fil-Mediterran eentrali. 

F'Marzu ta' 1-1972 Malta laliqet ftehim mal-Ingilterra li perm~z tiegliu il-baZi 
militari Ngliza fil-pajjiZ se tispicca. Da1-ftehim, mhux hiss ma jliallix li1 Malta 
tintuZa glial skopijiet aggressivi kontra kwalunkwe stat izda fih ukolll-kondizzjoni 
cara illi, ikunu x'ikunu cirkostanzi, Malta qatt ma tintuZa, 1-anqas glial skopijiet 
ta' difi.Za, kontra xi wielied mill-istati Gliarab. Fl-1976 Malta ingliaqdet mal-Grupp 
tas-77 bliala xhieda olira tar-rieda soda ta' Malta li tingliaqad mal-moviment ta' 
dawk tal-pajjizi mhux allinejati, li huma liielsa minn kull gliaqda jew irbit politiku. 

Fl-istess liin, Malta liadmet bla heda biex ittejjeb ir-relazzjonijiet taghha u 
twaqqaf kuntatti aktar mill-qrib ma' bosta pajjizi Ewropej u Gliarab. Bliala riZultat 
ta' 1-inizjattivi politid u ekonomici li liadet Malta fil~asam internazzjonali, issa 
tezisti koperazzjoni mill~rib bejn Malta u nazzjonijiet olira li genwinament gliand­
hom 1-istess xewqat u twemmin ta' Malta. Is-success ta' negozjati godda gliall­
reviZjoni tal-Ftehim ta' Assocjazzjoni mal-Komunita Ekonomika Ewropea u 1-
ftehim bilaterali dwar koperazzjoni ekonomika u teknika rna' gliadd kbir ta' pajjiZi 
fosthom il-Jamaharija Gliarbija Libjana, 1-ltalja, ic-Cina, il-Kuwajt, is-Sawdi Arabja, 
Franza u 1-Cermanja tal-Punent, huma kollha xhieda tas-success 1i kisbet din 
politika gdida. 

Ix-xewqa ta' paci u prosperita fil-Mediterran tista' tintlaliaq permezz ta' gliaqda 
qawwija bejn 1-istati kollha ta!-Mediterran, biex jinlioloq regjun tabi1liaqq 
awtonomu. Kien glia'lhekk 1i 1-Gvern ta' Malta zamm sod kemm felali 
fil-Konferenza dwar is-Sigurta u 1-Koperazzjoni fl.-Ewropa li saret f'Helsinki 
fl.-1975. Permezz tal-inizjattiva ta' Malta fl.-aliliar kien hemm qbil bejn 
1-istati kollha li liadu sehem li rna jistax ikun hemm sigurta fl.-Ewropa mingliajr 
sigurta fil-Mediterran. Permezz ta' dawn 1-isforzi f'Helsinki u sforzi olira aktar 
tard f'Belgrade, hemm it-tama li jum wielied 1-istati kollha tal-Mediterran ikunu 
jistgliu jitkellmu b'lelien wielied fuq affarijiet li jolqtu is-s.igurta u d-destin politiku 
taglihom. 

tfafina huma dawk li issa gliarfu ~ehem ta' Malta bliala pont ta' paci li jgliaq­
qad il-kantinenti ta' 1-Ewropa u ta' 1-Afrika u bo5ta pajjli.i ga taw ukoll l"appogg 
politiku taglihom. Barra minn dan it.Atwemlmin idejo~ogiku, zdiedu wkoll rabtiet 
ekonomic~ qawwija bejn Malta u pajjizi <>lira girien fil~Mediterran u pajjiZi olira 
libieb li ghandhom ~isress xewqat. 
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~iii! wtriet lierqa li tistcrbbilboci ornizzontt polWti!k!u gdlid gliall-Medi:ten-an md.lb­
ni fuq armonija u koperazzjoni regjonali, Malta wettqet sforz ielior daqstant 
detemnlilna!t hiex tagliti xelita moderna u biex tagliti liajja gdida lill-istruttura interna 
tall-pajjiZ. F'Dice'Jll1bru ta' 1-1974 .N-Parlmnent Malti approva Kostituzzjoni gdida li 
gliamlet lil Malta repubblika d001okratika fi lidam itl-Commonweatth mitbnija fuq ix­
X!Oglio:l u fuq k-rispett lejn id-dlrittijiet ewleniln u 1-liberta tal-bniedem. B'hekk Mallita 
saret responsabbli glial kollox fit-tmex:xija ta' liwejjigha u tat 1ilberta sliilia ta' kux­
jenza u txt' twenunin religjuz. 

DaJWilli il-prinCipji, fUmkien ma' olirajn 1i daMu fil-Kostituzzjoni gdida ta' M'alltta, 
gliandhom igliinu !-process ta' riforma tas-socjeta Maltija u fl-ahhar iwasslu biex jis­
sal'iliu l'"gliaqda u s-.solidarjeta nazzjonali - spirtu bl'ial dan hu tabilliaqq melitieg 
f'dan 1-istadju krucjali ta' 1-izvilupp tal-pajjiZ. 

IL-PROGRESS TAL-EKONOMIJA 

Malta rna tistax tilhaq 1-glianijiet politiCi, ekonomiei u soejali tagliha mingliajr 
rna tibde11-istruttura ta' 1-ekonomija b'mod li tkun aktar tiddependi minnha nnifisha 
u ma tibqax tiddependi akta;r fuq qliegli miiJnubaZi mi1itari. Sabiex jinltllaJiqu dawn 
1-ghanijiet hemm enfasi qawwi fuq zvilupp industrjali glialkemm 1-i:Zvilupp ta' ser­
vizzi li jinbiegliu blial ngliidu anna, it-turizmu, shipping u 1-kummerc qed jingliata 
sehe!In impo:rtanti ukolll. 

Sa 1-aliliar ta' ilrl976, kien sac progjl'eSS f'bootla oqsm:a tail-ekOI1!0IIIlti!ja u wliru:d 
minnhom, mhux biss :imxew skond il-Pjan ta' Zvilupp, izda qabzu wkoll 
:Ji.miri li kienu tfasslu fil-Pjan. I,importanza re1attiva tal-bazi :millitarii 'ball1I"8.n.nja kom­
pliet tonqos. Ir-rata ta' Zieda rejali fil-gross domestic product kienet oglila sew mill­
medja progettata glial matul i~I-Pjan. Is-setturi ii fihom '1.;aktar li kellu jsir Zv:ilupp 
jigifieri ili-irutraprizi ndustrjali u t-turizmu, gliamillu progress kbir. IT-mt:a rta.Z-iieda 
reali fil-produzzjoni ndustrjali kienet oglila mir-rata 1i kienet progettata minl'iabba 
i.-zieda fl-gliadd tta' nires li jalidlmltl bii qJiegli U J-aJktaT IJ.llinliabba zieda mgliaggla fir­
rarta rtJa, produzzjOni rnintn kul!Ji liaddiem. Il-produrtrtlitvita kientet akbatr mlilrun kif origi­
rm'l"jarnM.t 1Jbassret fi1-Pjan minlia!bba effiCjenm >all<bair fill-postijiet tax-xoglio1 u 1111Iin­
liabba uZu anjlir ta' makkinarju p:rodurtiv l'i ga kien qreglied hemm. 

ll-Pja111 ta' Zviltupp huwa mibni ~~iZjed fuq stlruttura ekonomika bamta 1-<aktar 
fuq settur industrjali sod, gliall<emm il-Gvem qed j:ippjana 1i fis-snin li gejjin jiZvi­
lup-pa bis-shili is-settur ta' servizzi li jagl'imlu 1-akbar uzu mill-qaglida geografika 
unika ta' Malta u vantaggi ol'ira li din iggib maghha. II-fatt illi s-settur direttament 
produttiv zied il•kontribut ekonomiku minn m.arl'W8.ir 42 fil-mija ft-1973 glial marlwa.r 
48 fitl-'lilija fil-1976 ihuwa fih innifsu siniall inkoragganti n'afll'a. Mfun naiia i-oliTa, il­
qiiegli mi:nln s:ervizzi mlhux ta' bejgli 1~ jink1udu servizzi milit:ari, ni:iel tffiliam 22 filn. 
mija fi-1973 glial 18 fil-mija ft-1976. 

Mindu beda 1-Pjan., :is-settur tal~fartura mexa 'I quddiem sew blialma kien 
rnistenni minkejja krizijiet internazzjona!li fosthom ir-reeessjoni u n:fiazzjon:i. F'dal­
alilia.r erba' snin, s~ttur tal-esportazzjonli li mexa '1 quddiem sew u kiber b'mm 
qawwija liafua, kien favtur ewlieni fil-progress kbir 1i gliamilet •1-ekonomja. TI-prodlu7r 
zjoni fis-settur tal-manifattura, wara li rnex:xielha zzomm sod u teglileb in-nuqqas 
ta' do:manda glial prodotti fis-swieq ewlenm barra minn Ma11'a fl-aliliaT partiJ tai1Ll974, 
kotnipliett: tissal\liah u 1-valur tal-produzzjoni, mmn £M65 mi1ljun fi-1973 te'lla! glial 
flM131.8 mi1jun ft-1976. Il-fatt li 1-valur tal-produzzjo:ni irdoppja fi iml:ien daqshekk 
9asir juri tli sar uZ.U alija.r miU-malkkinarju li ga hemm fil-fabbriki kif ukoli sucte&s fl­
tsforzi biex inhajjru u nwaqqfu ntrapriZi godda m1n.n meta beda 1-Pjan. 

. Milil-1973 1 haiW11, bdew jalidmu 116-il progett gdid fis--settur t:al-mamfattura. 
ll-Pjoo kien immiTa ghal iJieda ta• 7,600 irnpreg f'inlt:raprizi t<rl-manifattma glial maJtrull 
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is-snin 1973 sa 1976; fil-fatt li sa 1-ahhar ta' 1-1976 kienu nholqu madwar 8,700 
impieg gdid. Din iz-Zieda fl-ghadd ta' impiegi flimlkien maz-zieda fili'J'O'dltlzzjooi ta!I­
manifattura burna xhieda mill-aktar cara tas-succcss 1i nkiseb wara sforzi bla heda, 
biex jmstabu swieq godda gha11-esponazzj:oni ta' prodotti Ma!ltin u biex il-prtxlotti 
:Mhllti.rn Jlilbqghu kornlpetittivi fi swieq barramlin permezz ta' kontroll ghaqli fuq prez­
zi~iet dbmestiCi u fuq spejjez tal-produzzjoni. L-esportazzjoni domestika :idiedet 
minn f!M31.8 miljuni fi1-1973 gliail £M80.1 mill~un:i fl-1976; dan jirraprezenta iieda 
fidLVIOilum ta' madwar 67 fil-'mija li hi·ja wkoN akiba!I' minn dilk maliSUiba fil-Pjan. 

F l-industrija tat-.turi:lmu sar ukoll progr-ess kbir mirnkejja 1-kom:lizzjoniiiet eiko. 
nomici liiiena fi·l~jiizi li minnhdm jigru. q.:bicca 11lkbira tat-turisti '11 j:iuru Malta. In­
lllllDllrU ta! turisti li wasl'u Malta fl-1976 kien ta' 339,537 waqt lli dak malisu!b fil.JPjan 
kien ta' 289,200. Dan il-progress qaMwi jidfrler uko11 fil-qliegh ta' flus barra.nlln li qala' 
Jt.pajjiz pea:mezz ta' dan is-settur 1[ ha:Ila zieda aiklbar filuprofitrtiiU uZru. a1ij:ar ta' lukandi 
u akkom.Oidazzjoni olira ghat-turisti 1i qabel rna kenux uzati 'hizzejjed. 

Fl-1976 il-gross national product ras glial ras lahaq il-medja ta' £M730 waqt li 
fl-1973 kien £M413. Meta wiehed iqis iz-zidiet fi1-prezzijiet, dan iiisser rata medja 
ta' zieda rejali ta' madwar 15 fil.Jffiija fis-sena, 1i hija ak'ba:r mir-rata li kienert: mlisren­
IDja. lil.Jbeneficcji miz-Zieda fid-dhul nazzjooa~i tqas~IU b'mod xieraq bejn id...d.Glversi 
gruppi soejali permezz ta' politika Ji tliaddme<t apposta biex ittejjeb id-dhul relatriv 
ta' da'Wlk 1Ii h1Ullla 1-'alk.tar fil-bzonn. 

In-nefqa fuq oggetti ta' konsum bhala proporzjon tad-dhul matul is-snin 1973-76 
imxiet kif kien malisub u waqt li zdiedet in-nefqa fuq oggetti ta' konsum, kien hemm 
ukoll proporzjon akbar ta' tfaddil. 11-konsum f'termini reali zdied b'mad-

IMPORTANZA RELATTIVA TAL-BAZI MILITARI BARRANIJA 

Tabella 11.1 

A. (a) 
~~ 

Kera gnall-Bazi Ingliza (£M I 1974 ~~ 

13.6 1 13.5 1 13.0 miljuni) . . . . . . .. . .. . 13.5 

(b) Dliul Kurrenti tal.{)vern (£M 
miljuni) .. . 54.6 

(a) bhala percentagg ta' (b) 24.7 % 

B. (a) Dhul minn Servizzi Milirtari fil­
Bazi Ingliia (£M mi1juni) 28.7 

71.6 

19.0% 

27.3 

(b) Qliegh totali ta' flus minn bar- j 
ra (£M miljuni) ... ... 105.9 142.7 I 

___ _ <a_>_b_n_ai_a_ p_er_c_en_t_a,_&g_· _t_a_' _ G>_· _) ,_2_7_.1_%_, __ 1_9_.1_%_
1 

C. (a) Impiegi mal-Bazi Militari 4,892 
1 

4,423 

(b) Impiegi Totali ... 102,981 102,310 

(a) bnala percentagg ta' (b) 4.8 % 4.3 % 

81.6 

16.5 % 

31.1 

168.2 

18.5 % 

4,166 

107,814 

3. 9 °{. 

97.6 

13.3 % 

27.7 

206.0 

13.4% 

3,329 

110,518 

3.0 % 

Noti: A (a) u (b): L-ammonti jirreferu gtlas~nin finanzjarji li jibdew f'Aprit u jispiceaw f'Marzu 
tas-sena ta' wara. 

B (a): Maghmul minn bejgJ\ lill-membri tas-&rvizzi NgliZi u d-dipendenti taghhom, materjal 
u kuntratti, pagamenti ahal servi~ pubblici, paei llll-impjegati Maltin u Kera tal-Bati. 



lmportan:za Relattiva tai-Baii lngliia 

• 

Dhul T otali * 
• 

' • / bhata % t:al-qliegh kall u 
• ta' flus mli·run barra ' . ' . ,. 

'· , .. .. . 
~ 

11-Kera tal-Bazi / ' ' . 
• 

bhala % tad--dhul 
1-- kwren1i ta~-Gvem 

25 

20 

15 

L-11iadd ta' impiegi 
bhala % tan·n.ies kollllha 5 - Ji jahdmu t•MIClltua ----1 

I I I I 0 

1973 1974 1975 1976 

* Dan jinkludi bejgh lin-nies tas-Servizzi Nglizi u 1-familji taglihom, 
materjali u kuntratti, nlas gnal servizzi pubbliCi, pagi ta' n addiema 
Maltin u kera tai-Bazi. 
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Tabella U.2 

ORlCINl 

'GDP at factor cost' ... ... . .. 

Importa.zzjoni ta' Qggetti u Servizzi 

TOTAL ... . .. ... ... 

ALLOK.AZZJONI 

Konsu:m ... . .. ... ... 

Investiment Totali ... ... . .. 
Esportazzjoni ta' Qggetti u Servizzi 

TOTAL ... . .. . .. . .. 

ORICINI U ALLOKAZZJONI TA' RIZORSI 

('at factx>r cost' - prezzijiet ta' 1-1973) 

1973 1974 1975 

~ 
£Mm £Mm 

Attwali 
£Mm 

.. . . 100.9 I 116.0 140.7 167.0 

109.2 110.9 125.2 ... 98.0 

.. . 198.9 225.2 251.6 292.2 

I . 
I 

I 

I 
·-- 1 I 100.2 110.3 118.1 I 132.9 

···~ 
26.8 

~ 
36.9 

... l 75.3 88.1 6 122.4 

... . 198.9 225.2 6 292.2 

I --- ' 
NOTA: ll·figuri attwali ghall-{1976 burna ,provvitolji. 

1976 

1 Rata Medja I 
Annwali% ta' Bdil l 

I 
I 

18.3 

8.5 I 
I 

13.7 I 
I 

I I 
9.8 

I 

I 
16.4 

17.6 I 

I 13.7 I 

Pjan 
£Mm 

122.1 

123.2 

245.3 

112.8 

32.2 

100.3 

245.3 

Rata Medja 
Annwali ta' Bdil 

% 

6.6 

7.9 

7.2 

4.0 

11.2 

10.0 

7.2 
--------

~ 

0 
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war 9.8 fil.mlija; dan huwa ogMa sew m±r-'rata ta' 4 fil-mija 1i k.ienet mahsuba fil-Pjam. 
Iz-zieda fid-dnul kienet, madankollu, nafna aktar ognla minn dak mistenni. In-nefqa 
ruq ilt-konsum f'termitni ta' fi'l.lS telgl'iet b''l'ata medja fis..sena ta' 14.6 fil-mi'a marul 
1-annar tliet snin meta tqisha rna' zieda ta' 22 fil-mija til-gross national product. 

ll-gross fixed capital formation f'termini rea1i u n-nefqa fuq 1-investiment sa 
1-1976 kienu wkoll b'mod generali skond 1-gnanijiet ta1-Pjan. Meta wiened jikkun­
sidra illi matul 1-ewwel snin fi Pjan ta' Zvi'lupp ir-rata ta' 1-investiment hija normal­
melllt mlistennija l'i tkun fuq skala akta'l' baxxa, ru rn!bagl'iad tizdied fis...snin t:a' wara, 
1-investiment mi5-settur privat kien Skond rna kien mal'isub waqt li fil-fatt t-investi­
merut mis~settur pu:bbltiku Zdied b'pass aktar rmgl'iaggel milli kien ippjanat. 

11-program.m vast ta' investiment mis-settur pubbliku biex tissannah 1-infrastrut­
tJura u jinbdew progetti produttlivi godda kien mexa liafna aktar 'il quddiem ~ 
miri tal-Pjan. Fil-perijodu ta' erba' snin bejn April, 1973 u Marzu, 1977 in-nefqa kapi­
tali totali Ianqet £M102.4 miljuni. Din in-nefqa saret fuq kapital fiss u fuq investi­
menti kapitali f'imprizi kummercjali u olirajn. 

INVESTIMENT 
(at factor cost - prezzijiet ta' l-1973) 

Tabella IIJ 

Investirment Pubbliku 

Investiment Privat ... 

Investiment Totali f'Kapital Fiss 

Pjan 
1973/79 

£M miljun 

94.2 

119.0 

213.2 

Attwali 
1973/76 

£M miljun 

46.9 

54.9 

101.8 

n ... progetti kbar 1XL' ~infrastruttura ii diga' imxew 'ill quddiem ha.fm ji.nkfudu 1-
estensjoni ta' 1-ajruport, 1·i2vi1upp m1-portijiet, titjib fit-toroq, 1-esten.sjooi. tas-sistema 
tad-drenagg, u progetti gliat-tliaflir u 1-liazna ta' 1-ilma. Qed issir espansjoni kbira liaf­
na wkoll fis-sistemi tat-telekomunikazzjonijiet kemm f'Malta kif ukoll rna' barra biex 
ilal'iliqu mad-domanda tal-lum u ta1-gejjieni. 

Diversi faCil.iJtajiet u servizzi olira li burna essenzjali gliall-iZvilupp gew ukoll 
ilmtejba jew i.mdalilila fil-pajjiZ. lssa f'Mralta hawn sistema bankarja kummerCjalti 
efficjenti li fiha 1-poplu ta' Malta gliandu nteress dirett, waqt li twaqqaf !-Investment 
Finance Bank kif hemm provdut fil-Pjan sabiex jipprovdi 1-flus gliall-investiment 
glial progetti industrjali b'kondizzjoruijiet li nO!t'ttDnlment rna jipprovduhomx il~k 
kummercjali. Glialdaqstant, !-Investment Finance Bank jista' jipprovdi 1-flus glial 
Zmien qas:ix jew glial i:mien twil u jista' jipparteeipa wlroll permezz ta' ishma fatti­
vttajiet produttivi. Dan ii-Bank jista' wkoll j'i·xtri il.-istooks 11 fkun hemm fiso6Uq 
finanzjarju f'Malta u jista' jinvesti t-tifdil domestliku fi progetti ndustrjali, turistici 
u progetti olira ta' zvilupp billi johrog stocks jew bonds gliall-ii:vilupp biex jinxtraw 
mill-poplu Malti. 

Twaqqfu l·linji nazzjonali ta' l~jru u ml-baliar biex ikun hawn mezzi alijar ta' 
komunikazzjoni lialli jinqdew alijar 1-industrji Maltin tal-manifattura u s-settur tat­
turi.Zmu li dejjem qeglidin jiZvi!uppaw. Servizzi essenzjali olira, bliaffima huma l­
importazzjoni u 1-liai:na t.aZ-i:ejt, u t-~ekOIDIUllikazzjonijret inkhlz fut-xam.dir saro 
propjeta tal-Maltin u issa huma kkontrollati mill-Maltin. 
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Saret ukoll nefqa kapitad.i m!illt-Gvern fuq impri±i <:tirettament produttivi bhalima 
burna 1-progett ta' ' 'lira u Rabbi" gliall-izvilupp ta1-biedja u 1-progett tat-trawlers 
tas-sajd. Fil-qasam industrjali 1-Gvern gliandu 1-inizjattivi privati ta' investiment 
billi waqqaf walidu gliadd ta' intraprizi b'gliajnuna teknika baTrallllilja jew inlkeUa 
waqqafhom per.mezz ta' joint ventures ma' investituri privati barranin u agenziji 
pubbliCi. 

~ riorg.anizzazzjoni fi.t-Ta.rzna li issa nbidlet fintimpri.Za vijabbli. FI-isress 
lim imlbeda wkOil[ programm vast 1ij issa mexa 'l quddiem sewwa keman ghaB. Zieda fi.l­
ftaCiJita9iet ta' tiswija tal-vapuri kif 'll'koH biex it-Tarnna ddalihal facilitajliet godda. 
glial binli: ta1-vapuri fuq skala kbilra. Dan i1-programm jinkludi lo~bini ta' bai:ir ta' 
300,000 tunnelJata b'gliajnuna teknika u fi.nanzjarja CiniZa u J..lbini tat-tarzna ghat 
bini •vapuri fi.l~Maaisa li fi.ha i1-Jamaharija Ubjana Gharbi.ja ga kisbet sehem. Dawn 
iri:-iewg progetti gliandhom jghinu biex Malta ssir centro ewlieni fil·M!editel1ra!n ghat­
tliswi1a u gliall-bini tal-vapuri. 

NEFQA KAPITALI MIS-SETIUR PUBBLIKU 

Tabella 114 

1973 /74• 1974/75• 

IiNVESTIMENT I 
Tiswija u bini tal-vapuri ooo 1.1 1.1 
Zvilupp tal-Industrji OoO 6.1. 2.0 
TuriZIIlu ... 00 0 oO O 0.4 0.4 
Telekomunikazzjonijiet 000 0.2 0.6 
Biedja u Sajd ooo 000 0.5 1.3 

8.3 5.4 

INFRASTRUTTURA 
Zvilupp tal-Ajruport ooo 0.5 1.5 
Zvilupp tal-PoPtijiet 000 0.4 0.8 
Elettriku•• ooo ooo ooo 1.0 1.1 
11m a Ooo 000 000 ooo 0.3 0.5 
Toroq 000 000 ooo 1.1 1.8 
Dranaggi OoO 000 00 0 0.3 0.4 

3.6 6.1 

SOCJALI 
Sahli a ••o ... 000 0.2 0.5 
Edukazzjoni ... ooo 000 0.3 0.3 
Djar o•• ... 000 Ooo 1.8 I 2.6 
Propjeta PubbHka, ecc 

000 3.0 0.3 

5.3 3.7 

TOTAL 0 00 ooo 0 0 0 17.2 15.2 

• Soin finanziar:ii li jibdew fAprit u li jispiceaw f'M8J2llo 

•• Magllduda 1-ispita tal·BORI ta' 1-Etettriku ta' MaJta. 

I 197Sf76• 1976/77• 

3.7 4.3 
12.7 8.9 
0.3 0.4 
3.9 2.5 
0.7 0.9 

21.3 17.0 

I 2.4 3.2 
1.8 1.7 
0.9 0.9 
1.1 0.9 
2.0 1.4 

~ 
1.4 

10.0 9.5 
I 

I 

1.1 1.2 
0.2 0.1 
4.1 4.6 
0.5 0.4 

5.9 6.3 

37.2 32.8 

fsM .miljun 

Total 

10.2 
29.7 
1.5 
7.2 
3.4 

52.0 

7.6 
4.7 
3.9 
2.8 
6.3 
3.9 

29.2 

3.0 
0.9 

I 13.1 
4.2 

~ 4 



16 

IX-xejra generali fil-volUIIIl !'a' 1-importazzjoni mxiet skond ma kien mistenni fil 
Pjan waqt li 1-esportazzjoni kienet aktar mi1li kien mistenni. L-iZbilanc fil-kum­
merc li kien akbar sew matu11-1974 m:innabba zieda qawwija fi1-va1ur ta' 1-importaz­
zjoni minliabba z-zieda fi1-prezzijiet taz-:lejt u inflazzjoni f'pajjizi barra minn Malta, 
naqas fis-snin ta' wara. Tjieb ukoll il-proporzjon bejn 1-esportazzjoni u 1-impor­
tazzjooti u minn 41 fil-mija fl.-1975 dan sar 54 fi1-mija fl.-1976. 

Minkejja 1-effetti nziena ta' zidiet fil-prezzijliet minn barra u kondizzjonij~et 
liziena ta' bejgh fil-pajjizi lli Ma1Jta 1-a~tar 1i tffi<lktumercja maglihom, il~ilanc tal­
pagam~nti 'kien aktar b'salilitu rnilli stennejna. Iz..Zieda fi-esportazzjoni, iz-zieda fid­
dliul mit-turiZmu u d-<lliu1 sostanzjalment ogli1a miil[-investimenti Mailitin barra 1-
pajjiz iggeneraw bejniethom zidiet kbar fil-kont ilrurrenti, u r-rizerv:i barrarnin totali 
telghu milnn £M160.2 mi1jun fl.-1973 ghar £M286.6 miliun ft-1976. 

Matul is-snin 1973-76 1-gliadd ta' nies 1i jistgliu jalidnnu zdied b'aktar lieffa milli 
kien malisub fil-Pjan. Dan gara 1-itjed. minliabba r--ripatrijazzjoni netta ta' 2,698 
cittadin Malti fl-1975 u 1976 milnfl.ok em.lfgrnz~oo1 netta m" 6,000 perslll.TI.a kif kien 
nmlisub. Fatturi olira li taw sehemhom gliaz-zieda fin-num.rru ta' nies 1i jfittxu x­
xogho1 kienu jink1udu t-tnaqqis fl-gnadd ta' liaddiema minn ditti sta:bbiliti li nrlaqtu 
lia:lin mir-ricessjonii fid-<linja li kelJlha wkon effett liaziln fuq ir-rata 1la! lioilqien ta! 
mpiegi f'ditti olira li kienu jifilhu jliarldmu aktar ·nies; u 1-fatt li tnaqqSIU 1-haddiema 
minn attivitajiet ekonomici hi produttivita' baxxa. Dawn rna setgliux jifi1liu gli<rl 
kollox gliaz-zidiet fil-pagi li seliliew wara l...introduzzjon.i ta' paga min:ilma nazzjanali 
f'Novembru ta' •1-1974 u glial titjib siruirfikanti ielior- filfJkondizzjonijiet tax-xoglio1 li 
tqis li kien hemm bZonnu ghall-gid tal-naddiema i111 genernl'i. 

BILANC TA' PAGAMENTI KONT KURRENTI 

(Prezzijiet Kurrenti) 
Tabella II.5 

Esportazzjoni ta' oggetti u servizzi 

Lmportazzjoni ta' oggetti u servizzi 

Qliegh nett minn investimenti barranin 

Trasferimenti netti 

1974 

110.4 

!nl ~ 
75.3 1 

-98.0 -148.4 

7.5 1 12.5 

30.6 

+ 5.1 
~ 

+13.31 Bilanc tal-Kont Kurrenti 

1975 

137.3 

-159.7 

18.3 

29.2 

+ 25.1 

£M miljun 

1976 
(Prov.) 

171.7 

-195.8 

19.2 

31.9 

+ 27.0 

L-impiegi fbosta setturi ekonomici kienu bejn wielied u iehor skond il.Jilliri M 
Pjan. L-agrikoltura; it-trasport u 1-kommunikazzjonijiet impjegaw numru akbar 
ta' haddiema milli kien mistenni, waqt li kien heman anqas liaddiema fl-industrja 
privata tal-bini billi parti kbira sew ta1-programm tax-xoglilijiet pubblici li qabel 
kienet tkun f'idejn kuntratturi privati, bdiet issir direttament minn haddiema tal­
korpi tax-xogliol. 

Ir-rata li biha qed jinliolqu mpiegi godda fis-settur tal~manifattura zammet 
pass mgliagge1, glia1kemm dawn 1-isforzi ntlaqtu sew mill-kondizzjonijiet kuntrarji 
fis-swieq barranin u mill-fatt li xi ndustrjalisti prospettivi ma kenux lesti li jielidu 
decizjonijiet dwar investimenti matul perijodu hekk ikrah fil-qasam internazzjonali. 
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ll-fatt illi z-zieda netta fi-impiegi fis-settur tal-manifattura kienet aktar b~a. m_illi 
kien malisub fil-Pjan fil-waqt 1i z-zieda fil-produzzjoni kienet hafna akbar m!lh klen 
misten.ni wielied jista' jispjegahom permezz tai-zieda sostan~jali fil-produttivita tal­
haddiem. Huwa stmat illi 1-valur tal-produzzjoni rejali ta' kull haddiem f'das-settur 
mill-1973 Zdied b'rata medja annwali ta' madwar 8 fil-mija kontra 4.5 fil·mija origi­
narjament mahsub fil-Pjan. 

Tabella II.6 

Baii Militari 
B' d' 'd 1e Ja u saJ ... 
Industrja tal-bini 
Gvern ... ... 
Intraprizi ndustrjali 

. .. 

... 

. .. 

... 
Lukandi u servizzi privati 
Servizzi ohra ... . .. 
Korpi tax-Xogliol ... 

TOTAL ... ... 

... 

... 

... I ... 

.. . I 

... , .. . 

. .. 
Nies li jirregistraw ghax-xoghol I 

Labour Force .. . . .. I 

IMPIEGI 

1m I m• I 
4,892 ~;,_ - 4-,1-66-

6751 6 874 7 066 

1975 

' ' 
, . 

4,364 5,026 5,0221 
20,436 19,801 19,471 
31,664 31,351 32,094 
12,639 13,134 12,662 
17,913 18,053 19,523 
4,322 3,648 7,81o I 

102,981 102,310 107,814 
4,823 6,641 4,894 1 

107,804 108,951 112,708 I 
I 

PROGRESS SOCJALI 

1976 

Attwali I 

3,3291 
7 314 ' 
4,705 1 

20,937 
34,025 
12,666 1 
19,666 
7,876 I 

110,518 1 

4,898 I 

115,416 

Projection 
tal-Pjan 

3,260 
5 940 ' 6,030 

20,900 
40,070 
13,150 
18,070 

2,090 

109,510 
2,340 

111,850 

L-ghanijiet socjali fil-programm ta1-iivilupp ta' Malta huma malisuba biex jilliqu 
1-htigiet baiici tal-kommunita glial dawk li huma djar ahjar, servizzi tas-salilia, edu­
kazzjoni u opportunitajiet ta' xoghol, kif ukoll il-lio1qien ta' ambjent alijar li fih 
il-kommunita Maltija tkun tista' tgliix hajja aktar mimlija b'aspirazzjonijiet aktar 
profondi. L-ambjent socjali ta' Malta mhux zbilancjat daqs dak ta' diversi pajjizi 
ohra li qieghdin jiiviluppaw fejn jezistu differenzi kbar hafna fil-livell ta' 1-gliixien 
u kondizzjonijiet socja1i. Barra minn hekk, 1-isforzi li saru 1-aktar f'dawn 1-aliliar 
snin swew hafna biex jonqsu d~ifferenzi li kienu jezistu bejn id-diversi gruppi soc­
jaiL L-izjed minliabba l-politika soejali 1i qed tigi mhaddma, fi~socjeta Maltija trab­
ba' sens qawwi ta' rabta soCjali. 

Flimkien mal-izvilupp ekonomiku f'dawn 1-ahhar ftit snin, kien hawn u.k.oll 
determinazzjoni soda biex nizguraw illi ~success li nkiseb fil-qasam ekonomiku 
jkun akkumpanjat minn tqassim gust tar-rizorsi disponibbli 1-aktar fost il-batuti, 
ix-xjuh u 1-morda u fost dawk li, mingliajr ebda litija tagl'ihom, rna jistax ikollhom 
sehem attiv fl-izvi1upp tal-pajjiz. Bhala rizu1tat tad~iversi mizuri li ttiel'idu biex ikun 
hawn tqassim aktar xieraq tar-riwrsi nazzjonali, il-kommunita Ma1tija issa tifhem 
an jar u tapprezza aktar il-htiega li tizgura livell ta' gl'iixien xieraq ghall-Ma1tin kollha. 

Barr~ n;t.i~ dan, issa li t_n~~l'iew il-priv~leggi kollha zejda, fil-pajjiz hawn gliar­
~-e~ ta1-pru~clpJU fundam~ntah ilh ghandha tmgli~ta k~ll opportunita possibbli gliall­
lZ~Ilup~ sli~h ta1:personah~ umana. mu!D, kull c1ttadm ghandu skop u opportunita 
s~1h~ b1ex J~ghti_ s-sehei_I?. t1egl'iu ~ko?d 1x-x~hta li jhoss go fih gl'iax jaf illi jekk jim­
XJX ~~ qu~d.~~~ Jew le )1ddepend1 b1s~ fuq. ll-~apac~ta tieghu u fuq i1-hidma tieghu. 
~an. 11-pn~clpJu dana~. u~op fil-K~stl~ZJ~~~ .gliahex huwa biss permezz ta' dan 
1-I~plrtu. ta. gliaqda SOCJah 1~ ~:naz~J~D JISta Jqis r~~ f'p~izzjoni li jikseb 1-appogg 
sli1l'i u JaSsigura ~sehem tac-cJttadm1 kollha fis-snm h geJJm. 
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Il-Gvern rna naqasx li jwettaq tabilnaqq dawn 1-ideat ta' armonija socjali u 1i 
jirnxi fuq it-twemmin tiegnu permezz ta' gnadd ta' mizuri illi issa kisbu 1-appogg 
shin tad-diversi sezzjonijiet tal-kommunita. B'hekk, diga sar progress li jqawwi 
1-qalb fit-twettiq ta' 1-gnanijiet lbaZici soejali li fuq hom nbena 1-P,jan ta' Zvilupp. 
Dawn hu:ma mansuba biex f'pajjizna nonolqu Welfare State mibni fuq ti"bjib kontin­
wu fil-livell ta' 1-gnixien '1.1 fil-gid tal-poplu b'attenzjoni xierqa glial dawk is-sezzjon1-
jiet ta1 ... k()IIllmunita li jekk rna jkunx hernm min jaliseb fihorn rna jiehdux is-sehem 
li haqqhom mill-frott tal-progress ekonomiku. 

Biex jilliaq dawn 1-gnanijiet, il-Gvern haddern politika dwar pagi u dnul li 
pel'mezz tagliha jkun hawn tqassim gust ta' dliul ta' flus. L-impjegati kollha gew 
mogntija 1-istess zidiet fil-pagi skond 1-gnoli tal-liajja u z-zieda fil-produttivita naz­
zjonali. Bl-introduzzjoni tal-paga minima nazzjonali f'Novembru ta' 1-1974; bil-lilas 
obbligatorju ta' bonus annwali lill-haddiema kollha mill-1975; bil-pagi tan-nisa fis­
setturi kollha li minn April ta' 1-1976 saru daqs dawk tal-irgiel; u bl-glioti obbligator­
ju ta' zidiet ta' 1-gnoli tal-hajja lill-haddiema fis-settur privat daqs dawk rnoghtija Iii 
irnpjegati fis-settur pubbliku; u bil-lilas ta' pagi ta' kbar, minn April ta' 1-1977, lill-nad­
diema li jilhqu l-eta ta' 18-il sena - dawn kienu kollha rnizuri li jgibu tqassim alijar 
ta' dliul u ta' gustizzja socjali. 

Il-politika dwar il-prezzijiet u 1-pagi li miexi biha 1-Gvern hija malisuba wkoll 
biex tgliin til-process fejn rninn jiflali, igliin Iill-batut u Iii min jinsab fil-bzonn. Iz­
zidiet regolari 1i jingliataw bl-ghajnuniet differenti tal-istat bhal, nghidu alina, il­
pensjonijiet tax-xjuh, beneficcji tas-sigurta nazzjonali u lilasijiet ta' 1-ghajnuna soc­
jali - jielidu wkol1 in konsiderazzjoni 1-htiega li nizguraw illi dawk li jiehdu dil­
gliajnuna jipparteCipaw u jgawdu s-sehem taglihom mill-progress tan-nazzjon. 

lt-tliaddim ta' struttura progressiva ta' taxxa hija mahsuba wkoll biex tqassam 
ir-rizorsi b'mod aktar gust u tnaqqas id-differenzi kbar fid-dhul ta' flus. L-introduz­
zjoni ta' children's allowances f'Novembru ta' 1-1974, swiet uko11 biex familji Maltin 
ikunu f'pozizzjoni alijar biex jielidu lisieb it-trobbija ta' wliedhom waqt 1i 1-lilas tas­
sussidji taffa 1-effett taz-zidiet fi1-prezzijiet ta' oggetti domestici. 

Flimkien rna' dal-mizuri kien hemm ukol1 skerni u programmi biex isaliliu 1-in­
frastruttura socjali tal-pajjiz. Saret nefqa kbira fl-investiment ghal titjib fil-kondiz­
zjonijiet ta' 1-gliixien skond i)-progress ekonorniku waqt li gliaddej il-Pjan. 

Settur fejn sar investiment pubbliku fuq skala li qatt qabel rna kien hawn blial­
ha huwa 1-programrn socjali tai-Gvern ghall-bini tad-djar. Il-Gvern, li jaghraf bis­
sliili 1-effetti koroh socjali ta' nuqqas ta' djar, lia lisieb ta' dan il-problema mill-bidu 
nett meta fassal il-pjani tieghu ghall-izvilupp soejali. Bliala rizultat ta1-programm 
intensiv ta' bini ta' djar li wettaq direttarnent il-Gvern rninn fondi pubblici, ghadd 
~bir ta' djar f'diversi nhawi f'Malta u Gnawdex diga tlestew jew ma jdumux rna 
Etlestew. ll-Gvern ta prijorita wkoll Iii progetti gnal tneliliija ta' slums biex b'hekk 
pnqefodu s-slums fejn issib nies jgnixu f'ambjent li xejn rna jaghmel tajjeb lil min 
1kun )oqgnod fih. 

Bliala parti rnill-kampanja kontinwa biex jgnolli ]-livelli tas-sanlia u minliabba 
t-tal?~. li d~jjem ,q~d tikber gnal servizzi fl-isptarijiet, il-Gvern beda programrn vast 
ta' n.tJlb ~-1sptanpet biex jilnaq 1-gnanijiet tal-Pjan. Dawn il-progetti jinkludu, fost 
o~ra~n. 1-Immodernizzar. tas-swali ta' 1-operazzjonijiet u tad-dipartirnent tal-mater­
mta fl-lsptar San Luqa li huwa 1-akbar sptar generali f'Malta · u 1-modernizzazzjoni 
ta' diversi swali u servizzi ft-isptarijiet 1-onra tal-Gvern sko~d standards moderni 
gliall-kur~ tal-morda. Hemm ukoll servizzi godda tas-sanlia 1i qed nipprovduhom 
??al~a k1en tliabbar _fil-Pjan. Dawn il-progetti jinkludu )-Intensive Therapy Unit ]i 
g1et mawgurata fis-SaJf ta' 1-1976 u s-sezzjoni tat-tfal u s-sezzjoni tax-xjuli 1i t-tnejn 
gliadhorn qed jinbnew. 
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Is-sistema edukattiva wkoll issahliet sew skond 1-glianiiiet industrjali u soejali 
tal-Pjan ta' Zvilupp. Biex il-futur ekonomiku ta' Malta jinbena fuq bazi ndustrjali 
b'salil'i.itha, infethu gliadd ta' Skejjel tas-snajja' biex iliarrgu n-nies fis-snajja' 
li jkunu melitiega mis-settur ndustrjali ta' Malta 1i qieghed jikber. L-espansjoni 
mghaggla tas-sistema edukattiva ta' Malta t-aktar fil-qasam tekniku tassigura li jkun 
hawn liaddiema aktar produttivi E burna kapaci jaglitu s-sehem importanti taglihom 
fis-soajeta ndustrjali ta' Malta. 

Dal...aliliar kien hemm attenzjoni kbira fuq il-litiega 1i jkun hemm kordinaz­
zjoni aktar mill-qrib bejn iZ..Zewg istituzzjonijiet ta' edukaZ7Jjoni oghla f'Malta -
il-Polytechnic u 1-Universita. Dawn iz-zewg istituzzjonijiet gliandhom sehem tassew 
importanti £1.-ii.vilupp ekonQliliku ta' Malta billi jipprovdu n-nies tekniCi u profes­
sjonali li jkunu melitiega. Glialhekk, 1-attivitajiet ta' daZ-zewg istituzzjonijiet jigu 
ei:aminati ta' sikwit sa'biex in-nies li joliorgu minnhom ikunu skond i1-litigiet tal­
Gzira. Gha1 din ir-raguni certi korsijiet ta' studju qed jiehdu struttura differenti u 
jxaqilbu aktar fuq bai:i prattika biex hekk dawn iZ-zewg istituzzjonijiet, waqt li 
jahdmu flimkien mill-qrib, jippruvaw ukoll jistabbilixxu rabtiet akbar mill-qrib 
1-aktar ma1-industrja u jaglitu s-sehem taglihom posittiv 1ejn il-proeess tal•bidla 
ekonomika. 

Diga sar liafna progress biex jintlahqu 1-glianijiet socjali bai:iCi li huma 1-qofol 
tal-Pjan ta' zvilupp. F~Ma~ta liloqna kommunita lianina moglinija b'sens ta' gus­
tizz;ja soejali u n-nazzjon kollu issa jifhem sewwa r-rabta soda 1i jgibu rnaglihom 
1-armonija socjali u i-istahbilita. Barra minn hekk, il-fatt illi 1-Gvern qieglied jagixxi 
b'mod posittiv u bil-lieffa gliall-litigiet socjali tal-kOililm.unita permezz tal-bini ta' 
djar, u permezz ta' progTammi Ii gliandhom x'jaqsmu mas-salina u mal-edukazzjoni, 
juri biC-Car 1-impenn sod biex f'Malta ssir welfare state Ckejken iroa modern, li 
jagliraf sewwa r-responsabbilitajiet li gliandu quddiemu biex jissodisfa 1-va1uri u 
1-litigiet bazici ta' ku11 individwu. 

Ill. GHANinET EKONOMicl GENERALI 

L-glian ewlieni Ita' 1-iZvilupp jibqa' 1-kisba ta' indipendenza ekonomika sliilia 
sa 1-1979 1-aktar permezz ta' espansjoni fl-esportazzjoni. Biex niksbu qaglida ekono­
mika vijabbli u nzommu progress kontinwu 1i jibqa' jsostni 1-pajjiz nelitiegu rata 
ta' zieda fil-produzzjoni u fi1-qliegli ta' flus li: 

(a) taglimel tajjeb gliall-qliegli u gliall-impiegi Ii jigu mis-servizzi militari 
li jagliti 1-pajjiz; 

(b) taglimel 1-aqwa uiu minn rizorsi umani li hawn fil-pajiiz; 

(c) tippe11metti tqassim gust tad-dliul u titjib kontinwu fil-Iivell tal-gliixien 
ta1-komunita Maltija kollha; 

(d) tiggenera qliegli bizzejjed ta' fl.us minn barra biex jagli.m~l tajjeb 
ghall-litigiet ta' mportazzjoni b1a rna jbati 1-bilanc tal-pagamenti; 

. (e) ~aglime1 P?ssib~H liveli sufficjenti ta' tfaddil biex ilaliliaq mal-litigiet 
~· mvestlment sab1ex tigi zgurata espansjoni ekonomika b'saliliitha u bilanc­
Jata; u 

(f) tipprovdi dliul bizzejjed ta' flus mill-Gvern biex jiffinanzja n-nefqa mis­
settur pubbliku. 
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POPOLAZZJONI U NIES LI JAMDMU 

Qabel 1-1975 1-emigrazzjoni kienet fattur ewlieni f'dak 1i hu t-tibdil fil-popolaz­
zjoni Maltija. Fl-1975, gnall-ewwel.dar'ba fi-istorj.a, 1-~nad? ta' Ci~~!ni Ma~tin. li 
gew lura minn barra kien akbar mtll-ghadd ta' mes h em1graw btr-nzultat h kten 
hemm zieda netta fil-popolazzjoni. FiHbassir gdid li qed isir dwar il-popolazzjoni, 
wiened qed jahseb illi fis-snin li gejjin 1-emigrazzjoni netta tkun spiccat glial kollox. 
Il-popolazzjoni Maltija glialhekk progettata fuq din il-bazi hija stmata li ser tizdied 
b'madwar 3,700 run fis-sena matu) il-perijodu bejn 1-1976 u 1-1981. 

PROJECTIONS TAL-POPOLAZZJONI MALTIJA * 
Tabella III.l 

Tibdil Tibdil 
1976 1979 1976/79 1981 1979/81 

Irgiel 147,000 153,000 + 6,ooo I 156,800 1 +3,800 

Nisa 158,000 163,200 + 5,200 166,600 +3,400 
------

+1I,2oo I TOTAL 305,000 316,200 323,400 +7,200 
I 

* Ir-rata ta' mwiot u r-rata ta' twelid huma ba:iati fuq il-medji tas-snin bejn 1-1974 u 1-1976. 

Haddiema Disponibbli 

11-projections dwar 1-ghadd ta' nies li gliandhom l-eta biex jahdmu (1-irgiel 
minn 16 sa 64 u n-nisa minn 16 sa 59 sena) juru illi 1-ghadd ta' nies li jistghu jalidmu 
se jizdied b'mod qawwi matu1 il-liames snin li gejjin jekk 1-emigrazzjoni netta tkun 
spiccat glial kollox kif wielied qed jassumi. Iz-zieda medja fis-sena fil-gnadd ta' per­
suni li gnandhom l-eta biex jahdmu hija stmata ii tkun madwar 2,500 (1,500 irgiel 
u 1,000 nisa). 

Mhux il-persuni kollha li jilnqu l-eta biex jandmu fil-fatt jaghmlu sehem mill­
labour force billi, minnabba ragunijiet diversi, mhux kull min jilhaq din l-eta bil­
fors ikun kapad jew ikun irid jandem. Biex wielied jikkalkola 1-gnadd ta' mpiegi li 
jkunu melitiega, wiened irid jagnmel stima tar-rata ta' partedpazZJjoni, jigifieri, il­
proporzjon ta' persuni li jfittxu x-xogliol mill-popolazzjoni totali ta' persuni li glian­
dhom l-eta biex jalidmu. 

PROJECTIONS TAL-POPOLAZZJONI LI GMANDHA L-ETA' TAX-XOGMOL 

Tabella III.2 

Tibdil Tibdil 
1976 1979 1976/79 I 1981 1979/ 81 

Irgiel bejn is-16 u 
1-64 sena 93,000 97,800 +4.800 I 100,400 +2,600 

Nisa bejn is-16 u 
d-59 sena 97,600 1 101,500 +3,900~ +1,300 

TOTAL ... I 190,600 199,300 +8,7oo 2o3,2oo 1 +3,900 
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Jezistu rati differenti ta' partecipazzjoni kemm ghall-irgiel kif ukoll ghan-nisa; 
wanda mir-ragunijiet prinCipali hija illi 1-biCca 1-kbira tan-nisa jhallu 1-impieg tagh­
hom wara li jiziewgu. Fl-1976 ir-rata ta' parteCipazzjoni tal-irgiel kienet ta' mad~ar 
92 fil~ija; huwa stmat illi din ir-rata tkompli ssehn matul il-hames snin 1i ge)Jm. 

Ir-rata ta' parteCipazzjoni tan-nisa £'Malta - li kienet ta' ftit aktar minn 30 
fil-mija fl-ahhar tal-1976 - hija, naturalment, ferm aktar baxxa mir-rati li jeZistu 
f'pajjizi ndustrjalizzati fejn ir-rata hija ta' madwar 50 fil-mija jew aktar. Madan­
kollu, wiened jista' jassumi b'mod realistiku, illi r-rata ta' parteCipazzjoni tan-nisa 
f'Malta aktarx li tizdied bil•bidliet fid-drawwiet socjali u bl-opportunitajiet li qed 
jizdiedu fl-edukazzjoni ghall-bniet. Il-provvista ta ' naddiema nisa hija wko~l a~et~ 
twata mill-opportunitajiet ta' mpiegi; f'dan ir-rigward, domanda akbar ghal Impiegi 
mill-irgiel tista' ttellef iz-zieda fir-rata ta ' parteCipazzjoni tan-nisa. 

Domanda glial Haddiema 

Fi tmiem 1-1976 1-ghadd ta' persuni f'impieg bi qliegli kien ta' 110,500. Kien 
hemm ukoll madwar 4,900 run jirregistraw ghax-xoghol, li jekk wiehed jgnoddhom 
flimkien igibu 1-gliadd totali ta' haddiema disponibbli ghalll5,400 run. Fuq il-bazi ta' 
projections godda, 1-ghadd ta' haddiema huwa mistenni li jizdied b'madwar 9,600 
run ghal 125,000 sa 1-1979. 

L-ghadd totali ta' mpiegi godda li jridu jinnolqu, madankollu, mhux biss irid 
jiehu nsieb iz-zieda mistennija fi!-labour force, izda jrid ukoll ilannaq mat-tibdil 
fin-natura tal-impiegi li jentieg li ssir bil-bidla strutturali fl-ekonomija Maltija. Gnal­
hekk dal-impiegi godda jridu jlannqu wko]( mal-ntiega biex ikun hemm xognol alter­
nattiv gnall-liaddiema li llum qed jalidmu mas-Servizzi Inglizi u li se jisfaw bla 
xoghol fi-1979; omal-impiegi li ser jintilfu f'setturi onra tal-ekonomija fejn hu mis­
tenni li ser ikun hemm inqas nies jandmu; u mal-impiegi li jridu jinnolqu f'attivita­
jiet direttament produttivi glial gnadd ta' nadd iema 1i Hum jinsabu fil-korpi tax­
xognol. 

Progetti li jinsabu gnaddejja jew li ser isiru dalwaqt - bl'lar-Red China Dock; 
il-Marsa Shipbuilding Yard; progetti godda turistiCi; ditti tal-manifattura Ji gnarl­
hom rna bdewx jipproducu; u attivitajiet konnessi - huma mistennija Ji flimkien 
jipprovdu madwar nofs in-numru totali ta' mpiegi li hemm bzonn. 11-kumplament 
tal-impiegi huma mistennija li jigu provduti minn progetti Ji jinfetnu fis-snin li gej­
jin bliala rizultat tad-diversi inizjattivi li jissemmew fit-tielet taqsima ta' dan is-5up­
pliment tal-Pjan. 

PRODUZZJONI 

Sabiex jintlanqu 1-miri ta' mpiegi u biex isir 1-alijar uzu mill-ghadd ta' haddie­
m~ l.i ~uwa l?ahsub ,li se jku~ hawn, huwa stmat illi !-gross domestic product 
reJali. Jk.ollu. JI~ber b ~at~. medJa ~a· .. madwar 8 fil-mija fis-sena. L-espansjoni fil-pro­
duzZJOlli rejalJ tkun Ir-nzuJtat ta Zteda fiJ-gnadd ta' naddiema kif ukoll ta' zieda 
generali ta' madwar 5 fil-mija fis-sena fil-produzzjoni rejali ta' kull naddiem . 

. Fil-P.erijod":: bejn 1-197? u 1-1979 ser ikollna £'Malta 1-eghluq totali ta·l-BaZi Mili­
t~n Nghza u mmflo~ha se Jkollna 1-ii:vilupp ta' attivita ekonomika, 1-aktar ta' natura 
~I.ret~ament ,Produttiva,. 11-volum ta'. prod~;tZzi?ni tas-settur direttament produttjv 
Ir!d Jikber b rata relattivament mghaggla b1ex Ilahhaq mal-gnadd progettat ta' liad­
dtema . 

. ~is-settur .di~ettament .~~odut~iv, id-ditti tal-manifattura kif ukoll it-tiswija u 
l-bm1 ~t~l-vapun, 1ko~~~om tzidu b t;tod s~stanzjali .1-k.ontribut taglihom gnall-gross 
dome- tlc output u JZidu 1-proporzJon ta produzZJOni ghall-esportazzjoni. Servizzi 
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ta' bejgli li jink1udu t-turiimu, servizzi personali, xoghol bankarju u s-settur _distri­
buttiv burna mistennija wkoll li jzidu 1-kontribut taghhom fi1-gross dvmestzc pro­
duct biex i1alihqu maz-zieda fl-attivitajiet direttament produttivi, anke jekk forsi 
b'rata inqas mghaggla. 

Hawnhekk it-turizmu jibqa' bhala wiehed mis-setturi ewlenin tal-izvilupp fis­
snin li gejjin u jibqa' jkollu sehem importa~ti liafna se;~ glial dak ~i h~ qliegli ta~ 
flus minn barra 1-pajjiz kif ukoll glial dak h ghandu x Jaqsam mal-ImpiegJ. Dak h 
ghaddiet minnu 1-industrja tat-turiz!!lu 6.1-gzejjer ~altin f'dal-ah_liar snin. juri. I~ 
rnexxielna nibnu fama bhala post taJJeb ghall-vaganzJ fost oqsma mternazzJonah l1 
gliandhom x'jaqsmu mal-ivvjaggar. 

Madankollu, gnalkemm li nhajjru aktar turisti jigu Malta jibqa' dejjem wiehed 
mill-glian ijiet ewlenin ta1-politika tal-izvilupp tal-industria tat-turizmu, dejjem fil­
limiti mposti miC-cokon ta' Malta u minn diffikultajiet olira socjali, jenhtieg li tin­
gliata attenzjoni akbar glial livelli oglila u glial servizz aktar efficjenti fl-industrja 
tat-turii.mu. Fost 1-glianijiet principali 1-olira hemm ukoll tqassirn alijar fil-wasla ta' 
turisti li jigu Malta rnatul is-sena u t-tfittix ta' turisti minn postijiet godda permezz 
ta' reklamar effettiv u komunikazzjonijiet alijar bejn Malta u pajjizi olira. 

Huwa wkoll ta' rnportanza kbira 1-fatt li 1-Gzejjer Maltin jibqgliu jzommu 1-po­
sizzjoni kornpetittiva li gliandhom meta tqabillhom rna' centri olira ta' turizmu 
fi1-Mediterran: waqt 1i 1-gliadd ta' faCilitajiet gliall-akkomodazzjoni tat-turisti jen­
litieg li nzornmuh dejjem quddiem gliajnejna. Hawnhekk, attenzjoni xierqa qieglida 
tingliata gliall-konverzjoni ta' proprjeta mliollija rnis-Servizzi Nglizi li tista' tigi 
wzata glial dan 1-iskop. 

INVESTIMENT 

Sabiex tintlaliaq 1-espansjoni progettata 6.1-produzzjoni domestika, tinlitieg nef­
qa relattivarnent kbira f'investiment. B'investiment hawnhekk wielied jifhern kemm 
ix-xiri ta' taglimir kapitali glial produzzjoni diretta kif ukoll in-nefqa sabiex jit­
wettqu progetti ta' infrastruttura. Rigward il-programm ta' infrastruttura li jidher 
fil-Pjan ta' Seba' Snin, gliadd ta' progetti fis-settur pubbliku jew diga tlestew glial 
kollox u saret ga n-nefqa melitiega jew inkella waslu biex jitlestew. ll-progetti li 
mistenni~a jitlestew qabe1 I-1979 jinkludu l-izvi1upp ta' 1-ajruport u tal-Port il-Kbir, 
telekomunikazzjonijiet interni u rna' barra, 1-espansjoni tas-sistema li tiggenera 
1-elettriku, 1-estensjoni tas-sistema tad-drenagg, 1-immodernizzar ta' 1-isptarijiet u 
!-bini ta' djar. 

Progetti direttament produttivi li jinsabu ghaddejjin jinkludu 1-izvilupp tat­
Tarzna, ii-Marsa Shipbuilding Yard, il-prograrnm tal-bini ta' fabbriki, il-progetti 
tal-biedja u tas-sajd u 1-immodernizzar ta' 1-impjant gliall-pasturizzazzjoni tal-lialib. 
Progetti olira malisuba biex jitwettqu matu1 is-snin 1i gejjin jin1dudu 1-izvilupp ta' 
Marsaxlokk biex ikun jista' jipprovdi facilitajiet moderni specjalment 
ghat-trasbord; u r-recycling ta' skart solidu u likwidu biex ikollna metodu min­
gliajr periklu ta' kif wielied jiddisponi minnu waqt 1i fl-istess liin ikollna kompost 
biex insahhu 1-liamrija u nirreklamaw 1-art u jkollna ilma tat-tisqija gliall-agrikol­
tura. L-istadju 1i jkun irniss f'dan il-progett li blia1issa qieglied jigi studjat, ikun kif 
wielied gliandu jnaddaf dan l-i1ma biex jaghm1u tajjeb halli jerga' jinxteliet fl-aqui­
fer. Dan kollu jsir flimkien mal-progetti 1-olira li diga qeglidin jitliaddmu biex jiz­
diedu r-rizorsi ta' 1-ilma permezz ta' 1-iskerni ta' boreholes u 1qugli biex jingabar 1-ilma 
tax-xita. 

Minbarra 1-ispiza kapitali mill-Gvern fuq dawn il-progetti kbar mis-settur pub­
bliku u olirajn ta' mportanza re1attivarnent anqas, ikun jinlitieg ukoll aktar kapital 
ghal investiment f'attivitajiet direttament produttivi bliall-manifattura u intraprizi 
ohra U 1-Gvern se jidliol glialihom jew walidu jew fuq bazi ta' sliubija ma' intra-
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prendituri 1okali u lbarranin: b'hekk jiroiedu 1-isforzi ta' dawn 1-aliliar ftit snin 
biex f'Malta jkun hawn ekonomija mista. 

Biex jiffinanzja din 1-ispiza kapitali relattivament kbira, il-Gvern se jkompli 
jiddependi fuq il-vitalita tal-ekonomija 1dkali biex tiggenera qliegli bizzejjed ta' fl';Is 
minn sorsi nterni u fuq il-qliegli minn investimenti barra 1-pajjiz. Ma' dal-flus 11-
Gvern gliandu wkoll gliad..disposizzjoni tiegliu faCilitajiet mill-aktar favorevoli glial 
self ta' flus sew mill-Komunita Ekonomika Ewropea, kif uko11 miC-Cina, il-German­
ja tal-Punent, 1-Arabja Sawdija u pajjizi olira libieb. 

Tabilliaqq, ·1-isforzi kbar tal-Gvern biex jakkwista rizorsi olira finanzja,rji glial 
skopijiet ta' investiJment dal-aliliar kellhom rizultati mill-aktar sodisfacenti. Huwa 
1-lisieb tal.(i-vem li jkompli jipprova jgib aktar flus blial dawn fis-snin 1i gejjin pe­
ress li self ta' flus b'rati favorevoli minn Gvernijiet jew organizzazzjonijiet barranin, 
meta jigi wiat biex jiffinanzja progetti mportanti ta' zvilupp, huwa ta' beneficCj u 
kbir gliaU-ekonomija ta' Malta. 

Is-Saudi Fund Development, per eiempju, diga qabel li jagliti self ta' limistax-il 
miljun dollaru b'imgliax baxx gliall-izvilupp ta' Marsaxlokk. L-Arabja Sawdija se 
tliajjar pajjizi olira Gliarab biex jipprovdu aktar flus glial dal-progett. 

Il-Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development qabe1 ukoll li jikkonsidra li 
jagliti Iii Malta self b'rati favorevoli gliall-progett li perunezz tiegliu 1-iskart solidu 
u likwidu jerga' jigi wzat. It-tliejjija dettaljata tal-pwgett dalwaqt tingliata lil wanda 
fost grupp ta' ditti ta' konsulenti. L-aktar li se jibbenefika se jkun il-progett kope­
rativ ta' 'Izra' u Rabbi' li gie mwieglied ukoll aktar gliajnuna teknika minn barra 
1-pajjiz. 

Il-Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development qabel ukoll li jgliin fl-iffinan­
zjar tal-progett glias-sajd fuq il-bazi tar-rapporti dwar il-feasibility u 1-preparaz­
zjoni ta' dan il-progett 1i tliejjew mill-FAO. Il-lisieb ewlieni huwa li titwaqqaf flotta 
moderna tas-sajd komposta minn gliadd ta' trawlers ta' qawwa medja 1i jistgliu jis­
tadu fuq bazi kummercjali f'irqajja' tas-sajd li gliadhom mhux jinliadmu u li burna 
ftit jew wisq produttivi: dawn il-postijiet tajbin glias-sajd sabhom il-vapur ta' ricerka 
"Jurong" li matull-1976/77 kien ingliata lil Malta mill-FAO / UNDP. Hemm il-lisieb 
1i gliadd ta' trawlers minn din il-flotta tas-sajd jinbnew fit-Tarzna ta' Malta glial­
kemm sabiex il-progett ikun jista' jibda fl-ewwel nofs tas-sena 1978 huwa malisub li 
jridu jsiru arrangamenti olira fosthom il-kiri ta' xi vapuri. 

KUMMERC BARRANI U PAGAMENTI 

Matul dan il-perijodu ta' espansjoni ekonomika mgliaggla se ·jkun hemm litiega 
akbar gliall-importazzjoni ta' kull xorta ta' prodotti u 1-aktar ta' taglimir kapitali 
u ta' materja prima melitiega jekk irridu nHliqu 1-volum ta' produzzjoni ndustrjali 
li hemm malisub. 

Glialdaqstant wielied irid joqghOd attent ghad-domanda glial oggetti ta' kon­
sum u se jsir kull sforz matul dan iz-imien biex kemm jista' intaffu z-iieda fl-im­
portazzjoni ta' oggetti. gliall-konsum u 1-izjed ta' oggetti li wielied xorta jgliaddi 
mingliajrhom. 

Biex nevitaw id..diffikultajiet fil-bilanc tal-pagamenti jenlitieg li nrazznu z-Zieda 
fl-importazzjoni ta' oggetti u servizzi glial rata relattJivament aktar bax:xa miz-Zieda 
tli ~ixtiequ li. ikU? .hemm fil-q1iegli mill-esportazzjoni ta' oggetti u servizzi. Dan hu 
nece~sa:J.u b1e~ ~~~o~u b~ ~~ jista' jkun 1-isbilanc tradizzjonali minn tran­
sazzJorupet ta ogg~ttl u. servlZZl b1ex hekk inkunu nistgliu naglimlu tajjeb ghalih 
perme~ .ta' trasferm?-en~~ ta'. flus ~uq ~ont kurrenti .u kapitali mingliajr ma jkollna 
glialfeJn ~~~~ fuq 1r-nz.~~v1. TI-bilanc. tal-pagamenti, naturalment, ikun jiddependi 
fiafna aruz-z1eda fil-prezziJiet barra mmn Malta u minn tibdil fit-termini tal-kum­
merc, 
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IV - OPPORTUNITAJIET GODDA GttALL-IZVILUPP 

Ll-Gvern Laburista hadem bla serhan minn kemm ilu fil-Gvern m.ill'l~-1971 biex 
jaghti dimensjoni gdida lill-hajja Maltija. Bhala rizultat tJa.l-h idma tieghu, issa kisbet 
salina sewwa u rabbiet gheruq hoxnitn fost il-Maltin x-xewqa 1i naghm'lJU Malta bliala 
c-Centru fil-Mediterran, hielsa minn kull irbit mis-super-potenzi izda marbuta bis­
shih mal-kawza ta' xoghol iebes u paci. 

Flimkien mal.,i.sfo.rzi ta' Malta biex tghix hajja gdid'<l kien hemm ukoN sforzi 
ld>ar biex inwettqu b 'mod prattiku dawn il-proposti haaJi jaglitu kontdbut siewi 
lill-ekonomija ta' Malta u lialli jkun hawn ftle!h~m regjonali akbar. Fi innien mem 
no.nazzjon gliandu quddiemu 1-a.ktar bicea xoglidl iebsa fi i!mien i1-paci, iJli.(Jvem 
Laiburista dejjem heggeg liU-pajjiz biex jghin l!ih.1 nnifsu u biex jikkonsidra bhala 
prindpju ewlieni li x-xoghol ghandu jkun il-pedament li fuqu gliandna nibnu 1-isforzi 
tlaghna fis-snin li gejjin. Dawn il-prindpji se jidhru dejjem aktar fis-snin li gejjin hekk 
kif in-nazzjon jintefa' b'herqa biex iwettaq 1-ghanijiet li huma maghrufa sew u li 
jridu jsiru bi thejji ja glial bidu tal-hajja gdida ta' Malta f' April 1979, u fis-snin 1i jigu 
wara. 

Minn mindu 1-elettorat Malti gedded il-mandat tieghu f'Settembru ta' 1-1976, il­
Gvern Laburista saliliali kemm felah it-thejjija tal-pjani tieghu biex ikun jista' jwet­
taq ix-xoghlijiet kbar li gliandu quddiennu. Ix-xoghol fuq progetti klbar ta' zviiu.pp 
qabad rittmu aktar mghaggel. L-isforzi biex ingibu 1ejn il-pajjiz investimenti barranin 
qed isilru b'herqa akbar, u dalwaqt jibda x-xoghdl fuq zewg oqsrna ndustrjaili godda 
fir-rukail.i u l1a~-Far biex ikollina fabbriki bi.Zzejjed. 

Fl-istess hin, il-Gvern qed jahdem bfs..sliili fuq progetti u skem.i olira li jistghu 
jaglitu kontribut siewi gliall-izvilupp ta' Malta. Dawn 1-inizjattivi koJti:ha qeghdin 
isil.ru flimlkien rna' rnizuri ohra biex inkalbbru 1-produttlivita nazzjonalli u biex iooehhu 
d..dJrawwiet ta' hela li writna mi!ll .. imghoddi u li rna ghandhomx akta.r post fkom­
mJUnita moderna, li hi l•esta tandem bis-oshi1i biex tilhaq 1-ghanijiet li ghandha 
quddiemha. 

MANIF ATTURA 
ll-Gvertn baqa' jzomm SQd rna' dak H kien intqal fil-Pjan ta' Zvillupp dwar :& 

sehem importanti tal-industrja tal-ma.nifattura u xarta gliadu jqis il1>roduzzjoni 
ndustrrjali bliala settur l .. izjed importanti fl-iivilupp ta' Malta. D-Gvern ghalhekk ga 
zied sew 1-isforzj tieghu bieX i1iajjaT kemnn jiflah U jghin it-twaqqif ta' ditti taJ­
maJillifattura f'Malta. 

G1ialhekk qed isiru sfo rzi kbar biex ill'haJjjru 1-investilment mill!Il 'bosta pajjizi 
ft-Ewropa, il-kontinent Amerikan u 1-Asja. TI-Gvern ghandu fehma soda li dawn 1-
isforzi ji:mexxu u qieglied ifittex ghajnuna minn barra biex iiJlJWaqqfu fuq Dilnji pro­
fessjonali mooerni grupp efficjenti ta' nies Maltin mharrgin fit-thajjir taJl•investi­
menti u f'affarijiet olira li gbandlhom x'ja qsmu rna' dax-xoghol. Ix-xogliol ewlieni ta' 
dan il-grupp ikun 1i jagl'imel minn k!ollox biex ifittex, iwaqqaf u jzomrn kuntatt rna' 
invest:ituri stataJli u privati barranin li jistghu jinvestu f'pajjizna u li jirrekl~ til 
Malta bhala post li joffri porenzja1 kbir gliaH-izvilupp industrjali u 1i ghandu tamiet 
kbar ghall-gejjieni. Huwa malisub HH jekk noh()}qu din id-dehra gdida, ill-pro6ess biex 
.naglimlu. Malta post industrjali jkollu warajh dik ix-xOTta ta' investiment ild>i fuqu 
jiddependi bis-shih i[..gej jieni eikonom~ku taghna. 

Glialdaqstant issa qed inliossu illi f'dan il-waqt il-banek kurnrnercjali lokali u 
!-Investment Finance Bank gliandhom jielidu sehem akbar fl-isforzi biex inliajjru 
investimenti barranin f'Malta. Dawn 1-istituzzjonijiet, bil-kuntatti li ghandhom barra 
minn Malta, bir-rizorsi u 1-esperjenza taghhom, ghandhorn issa jipparteCipaw alktar 
direttament billi jsibu 1il min jista' jissielieb rna' Malta fl-izvilupp ekonomiku tagh­
na, u flimkien mal-Malta Development Corporation ihajjru il-parteCipazzjoni ta' 
kapital statali u pr.Lvat minn barra biex ilnZomlffiu ir-ritmu ta' espansjoni n(iustrjali. 
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Iir-riZu.Ltati inkoraggarnti al ksibna dan 1-ahhar fl->isforzi tagnna biex imha?iru 
kUJmpaniji sodi Inglizi jinvestu f'Malta wrewna illi wkoll fi zmien meta entrep~eneur~ 
f'pajjizi ndustrja1izzati jalisbuha darbtejn biex ji~ndu deCizjonijiet dwan: 1-mv~tl~ 
menti. Malta gnadha xorta wanda tista' toffri vantaggi kbar bnala post mdustrjall.i 
Iii kull min jitnajjar jinvesti - vantaggi li jegnilbu kull konsiderazzjoni onra. Gnal­
hekk M.aita tista' toffri naddiema diXYJpillimati nafna U kapaci, spejjez tla' produz.. 
zjoni rel<littivament baxxi, stabilita politika u ndustrjali u access ghal swieq Ewropej 
u Gnarnb. Barra IIl!ilnm dan kolilu, MaUta tista' ukoll t offri Iii ditti li mlhru.rniex fil­
KOD1liiiJU.I1i,ta Ekonomika Ewropeja il-possilbi11'ita li jdanhlu 1-prodotti taglihom min­
gliaijr dazju f'pajjizi ras-Suq Komuni. 

Dawn il-vantaggi jkomplu jizdiedu bil-fatt illi his-sistema ta' snubija li 1-Gvern 
Malti dejjem iliajjar, teknologija ndustrjali avvanzata, gejja 1-aktar minn pajjizi zvi­
luppati tal-Punent, tista' facilment tingnaqad f'Malta mar-rizorsi finanzjarji minn 
pajjjzi Gnarab u b'hekk din is-sliubija tizgura runha mill-access ghas-swieq Gliarab 
li ghadhom relattivatment mihux mliJttiefsa. Jekk jirnexxielna ngibu dawn iz-iewg 
~jilet llimkien biex iwaqqfu proeessi ndustrjali f'Ma1ta, dawn 1-inizjat:tivi ~ slia.b 
mlhux bi5s jonolqu opportunitajiet ta' mpieg produttiv glial~-liaddiema Ma!IJtin iZda 
jgnioo ukoll biex iiilqiegndu s-set:Jtur indrustrjali 1Ja' Ma lta fuq bazi soda li jagntd kon­
tribuzzjoni siewi lill-i:lvilupp ekonomiku ta' Malta. 

Ftimkien rna' daJn, wdel'ied md iilorrrun ukoll quddiern gliajnejh is-sehem 1~ mti.s­
tennija jaghtu 1-intraprizi li bhalissa qegndin taht idejn il-pop1u permezz ta1-Gvern. 
L-enfasi 1-iijed qawwi se jkun fuq iJ-litiega li dawn itejjbu 1-attiv:itajiet taghhoan 
waqt ll:i jsalihu 1-organizzazzjoni taglihom biex hekk ikunu jistghu ja·ghtu sehem 
alktar siewi fl-izvi1upp industlrjallli taliJ3-jj~z. Fis-snin li gejjin ser nvbqgliu nnabbtu 
wicena rna' probl~mi ta' organizzazzjo:rui teknika u ta' idejat socjali godda. Gnal­
daqstanlt, wanda miM-ewwe~l affa.I"i~iet li jenntieg issir hi 1-izvilupp tla' es.pen-jenza 
loka1i fil-qasam tall-"Management", b'mod li wielied ikun jista' jiehu pasSi ili.beri 
liallli jintlahqu 1-ghaniji~et ta' produzzjoni u ta' bejgli. 

Fl•istess liin, minliabba partecipazzjoni li qieghda dejjem tikber Il'llhll-liaddiema 
waqt 'lli jhtielidu d-deCizjonijiet fuq il-post tax-xoghol , se jkun hemm il-litiega ta' 
metodi godda u fl-istess bin flessibbli ghal dik li hija tmeXXIija ta' da1"'{>0Stijiet. 
M'gnandniex xi ngnidu, il-pajjiz ikun irid ipatti ta' dan kollu ghax sakemm wiened 
jitghallem, jenhtieg li 1-pajjiz inallas. Dan il-li1as pero huwa fih innifsu parti mill­
process ta' tagnlim u ta' esperjenzi godda li minnu tinsab gliaddejja f'das-snin 1-eko­
nomija 1oka1i. L-ghan ta' dawn 1-intraprizi ndustrjali fl-ahhar mill-ahhar hu t-trrnex­
xija mill-h·addiema nnifishom li jsiru s-sidien ta' dal-postijiet. !ida jkun zball jekk 
wielied jistenna li 1-liaddiema weliedJhom ser jerfghu fuq spa11ejhom il-piz kollliu tat­
tmexxija ta' dawn 1-industrji qabel rna dawn ikunu qamu fuq saqajhom sew. 

Intrapriii bi sliab 

TI-fattli illi Malta qed tigbed 1ejn ix-xtut tagliha 1-invest imenti ta' flus Glia!I'ab 
fi!ntraprizi produttivi fuq bazi ta' snubija bejn kapita1 lokali u nvestiment baTrani 
huwa sinjail car tal-fiduCja qawwija li hawn fl-i:lvilupp ekonomiku li jista' jkun haiW'Il 
f'pajjiZna. Fis-snin li gejjin se jsiru aktar sforzi biex inliajjru u nkabbru 1-investiment 
ta' kapital Gharbi fl-ekonomija Maltija u biex inzidu u nifirxu aktar is-sehem Gharbi 
fis-settur ta1-manifattura lokali. 

.Kien b'd_an 1-glia~ illi f'9tt"ubru tal-1975 il-Gvem. Malti u 1-Gvern Libjan lahqu 
~eh1:111 dwar 1t-twaqqif tal-Ltbyan Arab Maltese Holdzng Company Limited biex tiz­
villuppa u twaqqaf progetti ndustrja1i, kummercjali, finanzjarji u tas-sajd u attivita­
jiet olira 1i gliandhom x'jaqsmu rna' dawn u permezz ta' hekk jim:xi aktar 'iii qud­
diem il-process ta' industrjalizzazzjoni fiz-zewg pajjizi b'mod kumplimentari. D­
kapita1 originali tal-Holding Company 1i kien ta' £M2 miljuni aktar tard Zdied 
b'£M6.4 miljuni f'Lulju tal-1976. 
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L-attivitajiet tal-Libyan Arab Maltese Holding Company Limited kienu sa issa 
nkoragganti ferm u mir-rizultati Ji ~iga n~isbu ji~her li he~~. i!-po~sibi.l_i.t.~ 1i pzdi~du 
J.kunJtatti ndustrjali u progetti ta' mve~ttment b1 shah .~Jn tz-zewg paJJ1Zt. F Awt~ 
tal-1976 ii-Libyan Arab Maltese Holdzng Company Lzmzted ghamlet 1-ewwel dectz­
joni mportanti meta liadet hamsin fiJ .. mija mill-ishma tal-Malta Shipbuilding Com­
pany Ltd li qed tiehu lisieb il-bini u t-tmexxija tat-tarzna J-gdida gliall-bini tal-vapuri 
fil-Mlarsa. 

Il-Holding Company hadet it-tieni pass kbir taghha f'Marzu tal-1977 meta flim­
kien mal-kumpannija gganteska Braziljana, Madebras, twaqq£et il-Marlibras Inter­
national Trading Company Limited b'kapital awtorizzat ta' zewg mi)jun lira Maltin. 
Skond il-ftehim milhuq rna' Madebras. Malta ser t;ntui.a bhala centru biex timporta, 
tah:ien, tnixxef u tqassam injam Brai.iljan lejn swieq fl-Ewropa, fil-Lvant Nofsani u 
fl-Afrika (ghalissa minbarra 1-Algerija, Spanja u 1-Iraq). Marlibras International Trad­
ing Company Limited, madankollu, mhux ser tiehu hsieb biss li timporta, tippro­
Cessa u terga' tesporta 1-injam. Skond iJ-ftehim ser jitwaqqfu wkoll diversi kuan­
pannliji susSiidjarji 'biex j•.i'mmani1latturaw prtodotti ta' 1-injam, ink1uzi panewijiet, 
forom, bibien u twieqi, mankijiet ghall-gliodod ta' 1-idejn, u ghamara domestika u 
ndrustlrja~i. 

Dan hu t-tip ta' progett bi shab 1i s-settur ndustrjali ta' Malta jehtieg - ftehim 
rna' interes&i qawwija barranin li permezz rieghu esperjenza teknika minn barra tin­
gliaqad rna' prospetti tajba ta' bejgh fi swieq bat-ra fuq iQ-bazi ta' shubija :'bejn kapita:1 
lokali u barrani. F'perijodu relattivament qasir minn mindu twaqqet, i)-Libyan 
Arab Maltese Holding Company Limited diga stabbiliet ruhha bhala organ.izzaz­
zjoni dinamika u 1-hin koUu qed tfittex diversi oqsma godda ta' zvHupp bejn iZ-zewg 
nahat. Il-Holding Company qeghda wkoll tistudja bir-reqqa, fost progetti ohra, it­
twaqqif ta' raffinerija taz-zokkor f'Ma'lta li tkun tista' tlahliaq mal-htigiet ta' Malta 
u tallf.Lilbja u tkun tista' wkoll tesporta lejn pajjiZi ohra. 

Jlli.ftehim bilaterali ta' koperazzjoni ekonomika u teknika li saru rna' bosta paj­
jiu :footlhom il-Jugoslavja, i·l-Pakist:an, Spanja, u pajjizi hbieb olira, ghandhom ighi!JlJu 
biex inwaqqfu rabtiet ekonomici ahjar rna' dawn i1l-pajjii.i u fost olirajn il-possi•bililta 
li niWaqqfu progetti bi shab permezz ta' itn.vestimenti rna' organizzazzjonijiet privati 
u/jew pubblici. Dawn i.r-relazzjonijiet godda jistghu jaglitu sehem siewi fl-izvi1lupp 
ndustrjali ta' Malta billi b'hekk nistghu nwaqqfu kuntatti u naghrfu ahjar il-kwalita 
ta' prodotti li ji5tghu jkunu ta' nteress ghai.-i.ewg nahat kemm f'dik li hi produzzjoni 
kif ukdl!l ghall-bejgli. 

Zvilupp ta' Ndustrji tal-Metall 

Fost il-varjeta' ta' processi ndustrjaJi li jidhru li joffru potenzjal kbir hafna ghall­
investiment f'Malta, 1-industrji ta1-metall u s-settur ta' 1-inginerija ndustrjali b'mod 
partikolari, joffru vantaggi konsiderevoli. Malta minn i.mien twil kellha haddiema 
bi snajja' ta' 1-inginerija minhabba li glial hafna snin kel1na x'naqsmu nama mat­
tiswija tal-vapuri u ghaldaqstant ghandna nafna haddiema tas-sengha li dan is-settur 
ta' 1-industrja jkun jehtieg. Minbarra dan, snajja' aktar avvanzati u aktar sofisti­
kati jistgliu jiZdiedu u jigu zvil'Uppati fi imien qasir. 

Il-prodotti tal-inginerija jhaddmu ghadd relattivament kbir ta' nies u ghand­
hom kontenut qawwi ta' i.ieda 1okali fil-valur. Ghalhekk 1-izvilupp ta' 1-industrji tal­
metali ghandu prijorita billi dan ukoll fl-ahhar mill-ahhar ighin biex is-settur tal­
manifattura f'Malta niddiversifikawh u rna jibqax marbut iz-i.ejjed fuq it-tessuti u 
l-manifattura ta' hwejjeg li kif jaf kulhadd ibatu hafna minn kondizzjonijiet ta' 
bejgh fi swieq internazzjonali li xejn rna huma sodi u li jbatu sew minn caqliq ta' 
sikwit. Ta' min jghid hawnhekk li fl-1976 dal-prodotti bejniethom kienu jlahliqu 
ghal madwar 38 fil-mija tal-produzzjoni totali ta' 1-industrja tal-manifattura f'Malta. 
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Glialdaqstant ma g}iandna nitilfu l~bda opportunita biex inwaqqfu. f'Malt~ 
dawn 1-attivitajiet ndustrjali u ndustrjalisti 1i jitliajjru jwaqqfu dawn i-mdustrJI 
f'MaLta - minbarra li hemm ga diversi attrazzjonijiet x'ihajjruhom - gliandhom 
ukoll jitliajjru bid-deeizjoni tal-Gvern biex inwaqqfu fionderija centrali biex taqdi 
1-litigiet lokali. B'koUaborazzjoni sliiha mal-UNIDO il-Gvern qed jikkunsidra li 
jwaqqaf ukoll il-Metallndustries Development Centre. Malli jitwaqqaf dan ic...Centru 
u jibda jalidem fuq <bazi regolari, Malta gliandha ssir post li jkollu izjed x'joffri biex 
iliajjar li jitwaqqfu ndustrji godda ta' 1-inginerija tal-metall izjed u izjed minhabba 
1-gliadd ta' liaddiema mliarrga apposta glial dan ix-xogliol. Industrji tal-metal! li ga 
gliandna f'Ma1ta .jistgliu jgawdu wkoll mill-liidma tal-Metal Industries Development 
Centre li se jgliin biex ikollna teknika aqwa ta' produzzjoni u facilitajiet ahjar gliall­
bejgli ta' dal-prodotti. 

ll-Metal Industries Development Centre ser jgliin b'mod pozittiv ukoll fi-espan­
sjoni u x'aktarx li jgliin ukoll fid-diversifiikazzjoni ta' ndustrji li ga gliandna. rtidma 
olira importanti tac-Centru se tkun 1i taglizel il-processi godda ta' xoglio1 ta1-metall 
u t-tipi godda ta' attivitajiet fis-settur tai-ing·inerija Ji ?istgliu jsiru f'Ma1ta skond 
il-prospetti ta' bejgli li jkollhom fis-swieq barranin. 

Barra minn held<, dan ic-Centru - li mistenni li jitmexxa fil-bidu minn project 
manager barrani- hemm il-lisieb ukoll li jipprovdi 1-appogg tekniku u 1-esperjenza 
li huma melitiega fi1-manifattura ta' prodotti diversi ta' inginerija f'industrji godda 
jew li diga jezistu; dac-Centru se jara wkoH kif jizviluppa u jgliolli 1-livell tas-snajja' 
lokali fdak li huwa disinn, ippjanar u produzzjoni, u wkoll talirig fuq ix-xogliol 
f.teknika moderna tal-manifattura. Ic-eentru jista' jkollu sehem qawwi wkoll fit­
twaqqif ta' ndustrji godda fil-qasam ta' precision engineering. 

Relazzjonijiet bejn Malta u f..Kommunita Ekonomika Ewropeja 

Dawn 1-inizjattivi prattici biex in:iidu 1-produzzjoni ndustrjali ta' Malta fih0il11 
innifishom ma humiex bizzejjed. Jelitieg ukoll 1i maglihom isiru sforzi olira biex 
niksbu u niOIIDmu swieq akbar barra minn Malta fejn inkunu nistgliu nbiegliu ghadd 
akbar ta' prodotti Maltin; jelitiegu wkoll mizuri biex nizguraw li fis-snin '1.i gejjin 
1-industrji Maltin jkunu jistgliu jiommu fuq saqajhom u jkunu kapaci wkoll li jik­
kompetu fi swieq barranin. 

Is-sehem tai-Kommunita Ekonomika Ewropeja fil-process ta' zvilupp ta' Malta 
huwa glialhekk importanti hafna gliall-Gvern u glialkemm ir-relazzjonijiet mal-Kom­
munita ssaliliu, Malta gliadha qed tipprova tikseb sliubija aktar siewja mal-Kom­
munita b'mod 1i tkun ta' gliajnuna p<Ylittiva biex Malta tkun tista' tibni s-salilia 
ekonomika tagliha. 

Id-difetti principali fil-Ftehim ~ta' Assocjazzjoni mal-Kommunita Ekonomika 
Ewropeja li gie ffirmat fi-1970 kienu cari liafna. It-tnehliija ftit ftit tat-tariffi, glial­
kemm tat 1-opportunita lill-industrji Ma1tin li jidlilu u jippruvaw ibiegliu 1-prodotti 
tagliham fi swieq Ewropej biex ipattu gliac-cokon fid-daqs tas-suq 1okali li kulliadd 
j~f bih, ~ie~et. tfi~ser ukoll~ i!-<la, li -~-industrja Maltija sa bet ruhha qed tliabbatha 
f kompetizzJoru diretta ma mdustrJI olira Ewropej ferm aktar b'salihithom meta 
~ien jid_her car 1~ 1-~dustr~a Maltija ma keni~ kapaci taglimel.dan. Is-settur industrja­
h Malt1 ~hadu eke) ken wtsq u gliadu relattlvament bla espeqenza u miftuli wisq: u 
ba_r;t:a ~mn hekk. JOnqs~ ~e~a ke~ 1-esperjenza fit..tmexxija kif ukoll fit-tekno­
lo~tJa; IS-settur mdus~I"Jah J~ddependi hafna wkoll fuq materja prima importata. 
~~~abba. dan k?llu, tl~~te~n~ ta' Assoejazzjoni originali rna kienx lia lisieb biz­
ze)Jed tal-m~us.tf)~ M~~Ja h k~~net gliadha q1eglida tikber u rna liarishiex bizzejjed 
mtll-kompetiZZJOnt ta mdustrJI aktar qawwija fil-Kommunita Ekonomika Ewro­
peja. ll-F~ehim ta' Assocjazzjoni naqas ukoll li jaliseb glial sehem aktar dirett mill­
Kommuntta ~k<;>n~ika Ewropeja ~t-tliajjir lejn Malta ta' kumpanniji ndustrjali 
kbar EwropeJ btex ]aglitu s-sehem d1rett taglihom burna wkoll fl-iZvilupp tas-settur 
industrjali f'Malta. 
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L-isforzi tal-Gvern biex jirrevedi 1-Ftehim ta' Assocjazzjoni. rnal.-Kommunita 
Ekonornika Ewropeja ft-ahliar kisbu success f'Marzu ta~-19??· Il-ftehtrn ~t.':'ed.ut. ~~ux 
biss jinkludi rnizuri biex jis~hliu u jikb~u r-relazzJ~D,IItet ~konorrnct .11. JeZIStu 
talit il-fitehim originali izda Jorbot ukoll hll-Komrnumta u hl Malta h !~a.qqfu 
diversi xorta ta' koperazzjoni bil-ghan li daw~ jagli~ ~-sehem ta~li~orn .fi-J~vJlupp 
ta' Malta, u jsaliliu r-rabtiet eiistenti ekonorntc~. Dm. tl~koperaZ21JODl beJn tl-;r<,om­
rnunita u Malta gliandha tizviluppa, b'mod parttkolan, ts-.sehem tal-Komrn':lmta .fl­
izvilupp tal-attivita produttiva u .tal-infras.t.ruttura e~onom~a. ~a' ~~Ita sabt~x ~td­
diversifikaw 1-istruttura ekonorntka tal-gztra; fil-bejgli ta oggettt esportat1 mmn 
Mlalta· fit-twettiq tal-programm ta' zvilupp industrjali ta' Malta li jinkludi t-twaqqif 
ta' rabtiet u kuntatti bejn min ifassal il-politika ndustrjali tal-Komrnunita, investi­
turi, u kumpanniji ndustrjali u ditti Maltin. 

11-Ftehim ta' Assocjazzjoni rivedut fih ukoll Protokoll Finanzjarju 1i permezz 
tiegliu 1-Kommunita weglidet total ta' 26 miljun unit of account biex bihom tiehu 
sehem ft-iffinanzjar ta' progetti malisuba biex jikkontribwixxu gliall-izvilupp eko­
nomiku u socjali ta' Malta. Din is-somma tinqasarn f'l6-il miljun unit of account 
f'forma ta' self mill-European Investment Bank b'kondizzjonijiet norrnali; 5 miljun 
unit of account f'forma ta' self b'rati specjali; u gliotja ta' 5 miljun unit of account. 
Dawn ·il-fondi se jintuiaw biex bihOI!Jl niffinanzjaw progetti shah jew parti rninn 
progetti blial ngliidu anna progetti kapitali fi-oqsma ta' produzzjoni u ta' infras­
truttura ekonomika u soCjali u programmi ta' koperazzjoni teknika. 

11-Protokoll Finanzjarju tal-Ftehim Rivedut kien jehtieg li jigi ratifikat mill­
Istati Membri; izda 1-Kommunita dal-alihar qablet li 1-koperazzjoni .rna' Malta skond 
il-Ftehim Rivedut tista' tibda sselili ukoll jekk dak il-Protokoll ghadu rna giex 
ratifikat. Dan ifisser li Malta issa tista' .tibda taghmel uiu mill-gliajnuna teknika u 
finanzjarja tal-Kommunita; u glialhek•k sar ftehirn li gliandu jitwaqqaf grupp ta' 
esperti Ewropej biex jaraw x'inhuma sewwa sew il-htigiet industrjali ta' Malta u 
jaraw ukoll min jistghu jkunu s-sliab Ewropej taghna glial progetti bi shab mal­
Maltin. 

Maha kisbet ukoll, permezz tal-Ftehim Rivedut, access ghal teknologija Ewro­
peja li hi 1-aktar adattata gliall-htigiet partikolari tagliha. Hija x-xewqa soda tal­
Gvern li jui:a kemm jiflali din 1-opportunita fis-snin li gejjin biex istituzzjonijiet 
Maltin ikunu jistgliu jirnxu mal-progress teknologiku barra minn Malta li jista' jkun 
ta' beneficcju prattiku u ta' nteress dirett ghalina f'Malta. Dan !-access glial taglirif 
ta' ricerka ft-Ewropa huwa tassew ta' siwi kbir ghalina gliax minliabba c-cOikon 
taghna, Malta ma tista' qatt ikollha t-teknologija tagliha stess u jkollha bil-fors 
taqa' fuq kuntatti simili rna' istituzzjonijiet Ewropej .ta' zvilupp u ricerka . 

Il-kuntatti tal-bidu li twaqqfu bejn id-Directorate General for Research, Science 
and Education u mal-Joint Research Centre tal-Kummissjoni tal-Kommunitajiet 
Ewropej huma ta' kuragg kbir. Bliala rizultat, issa qed nistennew li koperazzjoni 
f'dan il~asam bejn Malta u 1-Kommunita Ekonornika Ewropeja tink1udi d-doku­
rnentazzjoni teknika li gliandha x'taqsam mal-htigiet ta' Malta; zjajjar minn xjen­
zati Maltin fl-istabbilirnenti tal-Joint Research Centre u attendenza goal korsi)iet 
li jsiru f'dawn 1-istabbilimenti; pariri minn esperti fuq diffikultajiet teknici parti­
kolari li jkunu jinkludu zjajjar f'Ma1ta minn ufficjal tal-Kummissjoni u d-dhul ta' 
studenti Malti fl-istabbilimenti tal-Joint Research Centre skond ir-regoli li jezistu 
fil-K~~unita. Diga ntgliai:lu setturi specifici gliall-koperazzjoni xjentifika u tek­
nologJka u foot dawn insibu 1-applikazzjoni ml-energija tax-xernx biex tiggenera slia­
na, kesha, refrigerazzjoni, desalinazzjoni u 1-produzzjoni ta' 1-elettriku; il-liarsien 
ta' 1-an:bjent ~·enfasi specjali fuq problemi ta' tniggiz tal-arja u tal-ilma uta' kimika 
yelenuz.a;. u I-1standardizzazzjoni ta' affarijiet li ghandhorn x'jaqsmu rna' attivitajiet 
mdustf)alt . 

. M'he~. ghalfejn li wiehed jisliaq fuq il-vantaggi cari li jkollna jekk pro­
dottJ Ma1tm Jtdlilu aktar liberament fi swieq Ewropej. Iz-zieda ft-esportazzjoni ta' 
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prodotti tal"'lllanifattura 1i nentiegu biex nilnqu 1-miri ekonomici ta' Malt~ tidde· 
pendi liafna fuq is-success filJbejgh ta' prodotti Maltin: izda ghalk~mm 11-~e~tu 
ta' prodott huwa mportanti nafna jekk irid jinbiegti, 1i jkun hawn S~leq lest!. bte~ 
ji.xtru prodotti lokali huwa '<laqstant iehor importanti. Ghalhekk jekk .tkoll~a ~~~erst 
ftehim ekonomiCi rna' pajjizi barranin u arrangamenti favorevoli btex n.If!acthta.w 
d-d.hul ta' prodotti Maltin, dan ikun ta' vantagg kbir ghall-indus~rja Iok~h .. Ta' ~m 
izid hawnhekk H billi 1-volum ta' produzzjoni lokali huwa part1 ferm zghtra mtll: 
litigiet ta' pajjiZi Ewropej, dawn 1-arrangamenti rna ghandhomx joholqu problem1 
kbar ghal ditti Ewropej. 

Talit 1-ewwel faii tal-Ftehim ta' Assocjazzjoni tal-1970, il-prodotti ndustrjali 
Maltin esportati lejn il-Kommunita, barra :minn certi eccezzjonijiet fo?tho~ pro­
dotti tat-tessuti, tnaqqsitilhom 70 % tat-tariffa tal-Kommunita dejjem Je~k tkunu 
jaqghu taht certi regoH dwar 1-origini taglihom. Fl-1974, il-Gvern Labunsta rn~x: 
xilu jnelilii t-tariffa, ta' 30% 1i kien baqa' permezz ta' Ftehim unilaterali a~nwah h 
bih il-Kommunita tat Iii Malta trattament ekwivalenti glial G.S.P. Barra mmn d~n, 
f'Cunju tal-1976, il-Kommunita Ekonomika Ewropeja tat lil Malta tnaqqis fit-tanffi 
li jvarja roinn 40 sa 60% fuq il-prodotti agrikoli principali. 

Wara li saru aktar negozjati ibejn Malta u 1-Kommunita Ekonomika Ewropeja, 
bil-lisieb li jtaffu 1-effett fuq Malta ta' meta 1-Ingilter.ra saret membru shin tal-Kom: 
munita mill-1 ta' Lulju, 1977, u biex ukoll niksbu titjib goal Malta fl-arrangam.~ntt 
li kien hemm, intlaliaq ftehim bejn iZ-zewg naliat fid-29 ta' Cunju 1977. Bhala nzul­
tat, 1-ewwel stadju tal-ftehiro ta' Assocjazzjoni, li kien fil-fatt ga skada, ittaw~~I 
sal-31 ta' Dicembru, 1980. Intlaliaq ukoll ftehim illi 1-kontenut tat-tieni stadju JSlr 
magliruf matul negozjati 1i gli.andhom isiru matul 1-1980. Minbarra dan, il-provve­
dimenti 1i hemm fi-ewwel stadju tal-ftehim zdiedu permezz ta' provvedimenti ohra, 
li zguraw dli.ul koncessjonarju ghal prodotti Maltin, partikolarment tessuti u pro­
dotti agrikoli f'pajjizi li burna membri tal-Kommunita Ekonomika Ewropeja. Meta 
qed nizguraw li prodotti Maltin jintlaqghu ali.jar fi swieq tal-Kommunita Ekono: 
mika, qeghdin b'xi mod intaffu 1-isfida iebsa 1i jsibu quddiemhom prodotti esportatl 
minn Malta f'ambjent kompetittiv ghall-ahhar. 

Talirig fi.t-Tmexxija Ndustrjali 

F'dal-ahliar snin 1-aktar bicca xogliol iebsa ta' Malta kienet li twaqqaf intra­
prizi ndustrjali biex joholqu 1-impiegi gliall-liaddiema Maltin u biex izidu 1-pro­
duzzjoni ndustrjali 1-aktar biex dal-prodotti jinbieghu barra minn Malta. Ghalkemm 
1-esportazzjoni ta' oggetti manifatturati zdiedet sew, minn issa '1 quddiem jehtieg 
noqoglidu aktar attenti milli konna s'issa gli.ad-diffikultajiet li jsibu prodotti espor­
tati minn Malta fi swieq internazzjonali 1i qed isiru dejjem aktar kompetittivi. 

L-iZvilupp ndustrjali ta' Malta f'dawn is-snin jelitieg li jagli.ti attenzjoni xierqa 
lill-iivilupp tas-snajja' teknici u tal-esperjenza ta' tmexxija fil-qasam industrjali li 
nelitiegu jekk irridu li tirnexxi 1-istrategija ndustrjali li ruqha huma mibnija 1-gliani­
jiet ekonomici tal~ajjiz. Huwa biss b'dan il-mod li 1-prodotti lokali jistghu jkunu 
tJa:' livelli rtajbin biz:Z:ejjed biex wehedhom jifilli.u gliall-kompetizzjoni qawwija fis­
swieq ta' barra ~i fis-snin li gejjin se tkun ferm aktar qawwija. 

Blialissa 1-iivilupp ta' politika komprensiva ta' taghlim fit-trnexxija ndustrjali 
f'Mallta hija baga tnlill-aktar importanti jekk imdu tassew li prodotti Malti'Il jikkom­
petu ma' prod.otti o.lira fuq 1-istess liven fi swieq barranin glial dak li huwa servizz, 
disinn, kwalita u prezz. Gli.aldaqstant, sabiex innaqqsu kemm nistghu d-difetti tra­
d.izzjonali tas..settur ndustrjali Malti f'dawn 1-oqsma, nistghu norganizzaw f'Malta 
~ijiet ta' "Management" specjafltizzati li jkunu jx:aqilbu fuq it-taglilim prattiku: 
mstgbu wkoll inbejju programmi li perrnezz taghhom studenti Maltin jistghu jiehdu 
sehem fkorsijiet barra fuq business management li gliandhom x'jaqsmu diretta­
ment mas-sitwazjoni li gliandna fMalta. 
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MALTA BHALA CENTRU EWLIBNI TA' SER VICING FIL~MEDITERRAN 

Wahda mill-aktar attitudini mportanti 1i 1-Gvern dejjem sahaq fuqha u lieggeg 
iin-nazzjon biex jadottaha bhala parti mill-istrategija tal.-Pjan, hija 1i 1-pajjiz gliandJu 
jkun dejjem lest li jwarrab it-toroq il-qodma meta dawn ma jibqgliux aktar tajbin 
bizzejjed. biex perrnezz taglihom wi:ened jirkseb ilf-rizultatt:i li jixtieq; il-Gvern saliaq 
ukoll li gliandna nahtfu kull opportunita' gdida li tifacca quddiemna. Biex dlnsibu 
soluzzjoni gliall-prob1emi ta' 1-izvilupp ta1-pajjiz irid ikollna attitudni fiessibbli li, 
waqt li tiehu vantagg shin mic<irkostanzi Jokali, fi-'istess liin tgliin Jin-nazzj'Oill biex 
jaghme1 1-ahjar uzu minn rizorsi u esperjenzi. godda sabiex inkorruplu nzidu nmll­
iiil'izjattirvi 1~hra. Ghalhekk il-Pjan ta' Zvilupp kien qa!J bic-Car: "L-ippjarmr f'Mallta 
irid ikun flessibbli hafna. 11-flessibilta tfisser il-liolqien u 1-inkoraggiment ta' xejriet 
ta' hsieb u ghamliet ta' liajja 1i ghamdhom 11'-hila japprofittaw ruhhom ma1ajr u fil­
waqt minn dak 1i jigri fi-ekonomija tad..ruinia li jkun jaqbe1 J ... izjed glial Ma~ta u jag­
gornaw ruhhom bla dewmien meta rna jaqblux. Biex jasal ghal din il-fiessibilta, ii­
Pjlall •ilrid jimm~rn gha1 e'konomija diversifikata u ghal riservi differenti •lli, fitnJUuzaw 
f'kull :lmlien gha1 htigiet 1i jigu fuqna f'daqqa. Flessibilta tfisser ukoll li jkollok glial 
lJe:St tattika ghal gnanijiet H fa<ssalina anna u li nimxu pass pass rna' l-izvilupp f'allilna 
u barra minmha". 

U nriill.gdid fi-anhar pagna tal-Pjan: "Fih (ftl..Pjam.) ihemm il-flessibHita sabiex 
iikunu jistghu ji'nsta'bu toroq godda, waqt li Malta tibqa' miexja 1ejn il-progress . .LJ.­
ftessibiilita tinsab hemrrn biex jekk 1-affarijiet jizV'dlgu b'mod differenrti hafna minn 
kif kien mahsub, it-twegiba tan-nazzjon tinbidel skond il-htiega. L-izvilupp jikkon­
sisti filii jitwarrbu sistemi iebsa z-zejjed ghalllkemJm i1-biia' 1i 1-Pjan isi'r lia:ga ohra 
dgida tis-sistema gnandha Uitwarrab akkost ta' kollox. Izda 1-fiessibilita, h huwa 
hsieb li ns~buh ta' sikwit fil-Pjan, m'ghamdhiex tkun skuza gha~1 nuqqa5 ta' ppjanar. 
Anzi, dan huwa 1-uniku mod kif ippjanar effettiv jista' jkun jigi mwettaq f'soejeta 
zgliira u miftuna bha1 Malta". 

Bha1ma kien qal, il-Gvern f'dawn 1-anliar xhur qies bl-akbar reqqa u bi1-hegga 
kdl!lha 1-possibi'litajiet godda 11 tfaccaw fis..osnin minn mindu beda 1-Pjan. Dan gliam-
1u ghax liassu konvint i11i dawn l...apportunitajiet godda jistghu jaghtu sehem kbir 
sabiex isahliu aktar il-process ta' zvilupp tail-pajji:i. 

L-istrategija ta' 1-izvilupp ta1-Pjan tishaq 1-aktar fuq it-tkabbir ta' 1-attivitajiet 
produttivi sabiex b'hekk ikoUna opportunitajiet godda ta' xognol u sa'biex nilliqu 
kn:ira ta1-produzzjoni ta' oggetti manifatturati li fuqhom jriddependi hafna jekk 
Mailta ti'lhaqx J...aggettivi ekonomici taghha. II-Pjan kel1u 1-<iskop 1i jhaffef 1-izwrupp 
ndustrjali ta' Malta ft-oqsma kollha permezz tal-espansjoni, it-titjib u tisli.il'l. tas­
settur ndrust:rja1i 1i hu tant impoctanti ghall-pajjiz. Din il-hidma sabiex tinbena soe­
jet:a .ndustrjali gdida f'Malta diga' kellha success, izda, bnalma turi car z-Zieda fi1-
produzzjoni 1'i hi mehtiega biex nilhqu 1-ghanqjiet ekondrnici l'i ghandna quddiema, 
is~ehem tas-settur direttament produttiv ft-izvi1upp tal-ekonomija ldkali fis-snin 
1i gejjin huwa tabi111aqq importanti. 

Madankollu, fil-hidma tieghu biex ikabbar bis-shih 1-attivita ekonomika f'Mlalrta, 
i1-'Gvern rna tlimitax ruhu gnas-setturi tradizzjonali ta1-izvilupp izda esp1ora Wkollil 
idejart: u possibilitajiet godda. Dejjem b'seba' gl'l.ajnejn biex ifittex idejat godda u 
jiftali toroq godda, i11-Gvern qed jalidem b'hegga u entuzjazmu fuq progetti olira 
illi, jekk jirnexxu, ghandhom jghilnu biex ni1hqu J ... miri ekooomici 1i ghandna qud­
diemna u biex naslu ghall-gnanijiet ta1-izvilupp. 

Dawn 1-idejat godda huma mibnija 1-aktar fuq i} ... beneficcji u vantaggi li jistghu 
jirukislbu jekk nisfruttaw bis~hih il-poi;izzjoni geo-strategika ta' Malta fic~entru 
ta1l-MediteiTan. Huwa m1nnu li Malta tradizzjonalment qdiet din il-parti, izda waqt 
li matul is-s.nin pajjiina uza il-pozizzjoni strategika tieghu ghal skopijiet Illlilitari, 
itl"'Clehra gdida ta' Malta hija dik ta' gZira li tgnix ghal kollox fuq attivirtajiet ta' 
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paCi li jsostnu struttura ekonomika gdida b'kollaborazzjoni mal-akbar gnadd ta' 
msehbin. 

Glialhekk 1-rstrat:egija gdida ta' Malta ssannan 1-.art:tivitajiet tradizzjona!li eko­
nomdCi bidH tipprova taghmel minn Malta cen'tru ewlieni fejn il-materja prilma jew 
oggetti mihux mahdrumin gn<l'l kollox minn pajjizi 'hl boghod ft-Amerika t'Isfel u 
1-Asja jistghu jigu processati u mqassmin lejn pajjizi oli.ra ft-Ewropa u 1-Afri~a ta~ 
fiuq. F'dim. is..JShu~i1a gdida ma' pajjizi on~ .li _g.eg~dijn jizvilupp~w. Il!inn kollltin~~tr 
ohra, Malta se.r ttpprovdi s-serviZZJ u 1-facllLtta)l~t 'n.frnstruttu:ah h. Jkun~ melitl.~~~ 
u sservi bnala centru ghat-tqassim ta' prodott1 u /Jew mater) a pnma mmn paJJt7.t 
mbeghdlin fiuq bazi aktar kom:petittiva millli kieku dan kellu jsir band'ohra. 

Heantm opportunitajiet olira jelck Malta tinhidel f'bazi minn fejn ialkunu ni~­
ghu naghtu servizz Iii certi xorta ta' ndustrji fil-Mooilterran u fil-Lvant Nofsam. 
Minbarra dan, jidher ukoll li hemm possibilitajiet kbar jekk Malta tigi zviluppata 
f'centru fil-Mediterran fejn diversi pajjizi jistghu jiendu sehem f'bosta oqsma prat­
tici ta' lwperazzjoni bnal ng}'li'du anna fil-kultura, i>l-kummerc, 1-ekon-orrUija, il.iffiezu 
ta' korruunikazzjoni, il-pubblikazzjoni ta' kotba, ilt-tnarris tal-ambjent u n-'llewtralrita 
politlill<a. Dawn 1-inizjattivi godda nidddskutuhom aktar fil-fond aktar 'il quddiem 
fdan is-Suppliment. 

A TTIVIT AJIET T A' TRASBORD/PROCESSAR 

L-ideja li Malta tinbidel f'centru gliall-iprocessar u t-tqassim ta' materja prima 
u oggetti mhux mahduma ghal ·kollox hi konsegwenza diretta tas-success li gnamlet 
il-kumpannija nazzjonali tal-vapuri Sea Malta ft-attivitajiet tagnha ta' trasbord. 
Meta s-Sea Malta twaqqfet f'Novembru tal-1973, il-nsieb ewlieni kien Ii taqdi lis­
sett:ur industrjali Malti fil-qasam tal-esportazzjoni billi twaqqaf jew ittejjeb il-kun­
tatti diretti ma' pajjizi 1i jimportaw oggetti manduma f'Malta. Kien hemm il-ntiega 
illi 1-isforz li Malta kienet qed tagnmel biex tesporta prodotti Maltin ma kellux 
ikun imfixke\ billi nkunu niddependu z-zejjed fuq is-servizz li jagntu linji tal-banar 
barranin: kien jinnass ukoll illi servizz hekk vitali fl-izvilupp tal-ekonomija naz­
zjonali kellu jitnaddem talit kontroll Malti. 

Is-Sea Malta zviluppat malajr bhala fattur ewlieni ft-infrastruttura tal-gzira billi 
tat servizz effiCjenti bejn Malta u diversi postijiet u bil-mod il~mod 1-attivitajiet 
tal-kumpannija kibru biex bdew jaqdu 1-ntigiet ta' settur U hu aktar rilevanti diret­
tament gnall-izvilupp. TI-kumpannija rnexxielha tilnaq ftehim mac-China National 
Chartering Corporation 1i permezz tiegnu merkanzija Ciniza tinnatt Malta u tit­
qassam lejn postijiet onra fil-Mediterran permezz tal-vapuri tas-Sea Malta. 

Dan il-ftehim malajr wera I-beneficcji li minnhom tkun tista' tgawdi ekonomija 
lokali jekk Malta jirnexxilha tinbidel f'centru ew!ieni ta' trasbord. Barra minn 
hekk, bnala rizultat ta' din 1-esperjenza 1i ksibna minn dax-xognol gdid, beda jidber 
bic-car 1i Malta setgliet tippjana li tkabbar dawn l..attivitajiet u tidnol glial xognol 
aktar ambizzjuz 1i jisfrutta bis-snin il-pozizzjoni geografika u strategika ta' Malta 
u 1-fatt li qieghda qrib is-swieq Ewropej u s-swieq ft-Afrika ta' Fuq u fil-Lvant Nof­
sani li qeglidin jikbru b'rata mgnaggla. 

. . Deher uko~.l. !IIi ~en hemm tl~et tipi ta' attivita f'dan il-qasam Ji setgnu jibdew 
ISlru fMa~ta, )lgifien: xognol ta trasbord; nai:na u tqassim u 1-ipprocessar ta' 
D?ateqa pnma. I.l~ve.rn fi ~siebu jk?mpli jiiviluppa lil Malta bnala centru ta' tqas­
slm tal~erkanZIJa mmn feJn 'Y~ra h din. tmnatt, titqassam f'portijiet onra permezz 
tal-vapun tas-Sea Malta. Qed ISiru sforz1 wkoll biex innajjru jigu Malta produtturi 
u .esport~~i, ta' materja prin;a u /je~ materjal mhux mali dum gnal kollox, 1-aktar 
~mn paJJ~ I. boghod .. Dan tl-mateqal imbaghad ikun jista' jigi processat f'Malta 
b1ex wara Jlnbtegh fi sw1eq onra. Dan huwa x-xorta ta' xognol illi se jibda jsir f'Malta 
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bli.ala rizultat tal-progetti bi sli.ab mad-ditta Bra'iJiljana Madebras. Barra I[Ilinn bekk, 
hemm ukoll il-possibilita illi x-xogli.ol ta' protessar jikber ibilli nipproducu oggetti 
lesti gli.all-esportazzjoni fMa1ta: u dan uiko11 qed jigi studjat bil-li.erqa. 

Ca saru kuntatti ma' gli.add ta' pajjizi 1i wrew interess f'dawn 1-attivitajiet u 
delegazzjonijiet ufficjali ga zaru 1-Brazil, Costa Rica, il-Messiku, il-Filippini, !-Argen­
tina, il-Peru, 1-Ekwador u 1-Venezwela. Dawn i1-proposti Maltin qanqlu nteress 
qaww( fost organizzazzjonijiet pubbli6i u nvestituri privati f'dawn il-pajjizi: dan 
kien sfnjal 1i jimlina b'kuragg u wielied jittama li jigu ncgozjati b'success ftehim 
olira li jkunu jixbhu 1il dak 1i sar ma1-Madebras. 

Dawn 1-inizjattivi gli.andhom vantaggi kbar gli.an-nali.at ko1lha li jieli.du sehem 
fiharn. F'din is-sli.ubija gdida ma' pajjizi oli.ra li qed jizviluppaw Ma'lta tkun qed 
toffri faCilitajiet infrastrutturali li jinsabu f'Malta b'rati aktar baxxi minn dawk 
li hemm f'pajjizi olira. Dawn il-forom godda ta' lkoperazzjoni fi-istess bin jizguraw 
glial Malta access glial taglirif tekniku 1i s'issa gli.ad m'gliandnix fi1-gzira barra mi11i 
jkab'bru 1-possibilita li Malta tkompli tiddiversifika 1-prodotti li tesporta. Dawn 
il-progetti bi sliab bla dubju, igawdu minn fatturi mportantli iblialma burna 1-ftehim 
ta' Malta rnal-Komrnunita Ekonomika Ewropeja li permezz tiegli.u dawn il~prodotti 
processati f'Malta jkunu jistgliu jidlilu fi swieq Ewropej b'rati ta' tariffi koncessjo­
nali; dal-progetti jgawdu wkoll mir-rabtiet politici u ekonomiCi li dejjern qe<l jikbru 
bejn Malta u 1-Istati Gliarbin. 

Fattur ielior importanti li gliame1 il-proposti ta' Malta aktar interessanti buwa 
1-fatt li fi1-Port il-Kbir vapur jista' jidlio1 iliott u jolirog bil-lieffa: <ian bu 1-oppost 
ta' dak li jigri f'diversi portijiet fil-Mediterran u f'portijiet olira minn fejn is-sliab 
godda fil-kummerc is-soltu mdorrija jmexxu n-negozju taglihorn f'dawn 1-inliawi. 

11-Progett ta~Port ta' Marsaxlokk 

Minli.abba li 1-proposti ta' Malta nt1aqgliu tajjeb u minliabba 1-possibilita li 
pajjiii olira jitliajru jielidu sehem, buwa ta' mportanza ferm kbira li nizguraw illi 
1-facilitajiet infrastrutturali principali ta' Malta jkunu jistgliu j1alili.qu mal-voJum 
ta' xogliol 1i dawn il-progetti godda ta' trasbord /ipproeessar mistennija joliolqu 
meta jibdew jalidmu sew. Dawn i1-progetti jibdew jutilizzaw bis-sliili dal-facilitajiet 
u huwa fuqhom li fi-aliliar mill-aliliar ji<ldependi s-success ta' dawn 1-inizjattivi. 

Glialkernm il-facilitajiet li gliandna fil-Port il-Kbir burna bizzejjed biex ilaliliqu 
mal-vo1um ta' merkanzija generali 1i tasal f'MaHa Bum, iz-zieda ta' xogli.ol ta' tras­
bord J,j qed nippjanaw li jkollna ma nkunux nistgliu nlaliliqu magli•ha jekk kull rna 
naglimlu Ii dal-facilitajiet Ii gliandna fi1-Port ii-Kbir insaliliuhom: glialhekk ikun 
jelitieg 1i nizviluppaw port iel'ior f'Marsaxlokk. Li jkollna dat-tieni port hu meqjus 
essenzjali kemm minbabba z-zieda 1i qed nalisbu li se jkollna fix-xogliol tat-tiswija 
u !-bini tal-vapuri gal-Port il-Kbir kif ukoll minliabba n-nuqqas ta' spazju li bemm 
fil-mollijiet tal-Port ii-Kbir gliall-istallazzjoni ta' aktar taglimir li nehtiegu fil-port. 

Glialdaqstant il~vern qatagli.ha li jiiviluppa port gdid f'Marsaxlokk. Dan i)­
post bu meqjus 1-alijar lokal gliall-port il-gdid u gl'iall-izvilupp marittimu gl'iax jinsab 
1mdawwar b'art bizzejjed fejn jistgl'iu jsiru oqsma ndustrjali. 

II-pjani gl'iall-izvilupp tal-port il-gdid f'Marsaxlokk ga tliejjew - u 1-iskema qed 
tidher fis-Suppliment tal-Pjan. TI-facilitajiet ta' port kummercjali 1i bemm mabsuba 
ji~klu~u mo~ijiet fejn jinliattu !-containers, fejn tinliatt il-merkanzija generali u 
t:1n ~ml'ia~t 11-merkanzija kbira, post fejn jinbainu !-containers, tined ghall-merkan­
ZI~a, tmbazen,. uffiCini tal-port, workshops, u facilitajiet olira melitiega fosthom toroq 
tajba u. s-s:rvtzzi tad-daw~ ilma u komunikazzjonijiet. n~asam industrjali gdid, 1i 
?emm il~lis1eb li jinbena qrib il-port ta' Marsaxlokk, gbandu jgl'iin sew biex iliajjar 
It-twaqqif ta' progetti ndustrjali li bemm mali.suba glial dawn 1-inliawi. 
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Prijorita kbira qed tinghata Jill -progett ta' Marsaxlokk, u s-Saudi Fund for 
Economic Development ga qabel mas-self ta' nw·stax-il miljun dollaru b'imghax 
baxx lill-Gvern biex jiffinanzja dan il-progett importanti. Delegazzjoni mili-Abu 
Dhabi Fund ukoll zaret Malta use tirrikkomanda Jill-Ba rd taghhom jagl'lti ghajnuna 
finanzjarja b'rati ta' mgl'lax baxx glial dal-progett. 

Attivitr.jiet fn·qasa.m ta.l-garr tal-merk(lnzi,ja 

Minl'labba 1-potenzjal kbir li toffri dix-xorta gdida ta' zvilupp, il-Gvern gl'land~ 
1-hsieb ukoll li jimmodernizza u jkabbar il-hidma u n-natura tas-servizzi li tagl1t1 
1-Jinja nazzjonali tal-vapuri Sea Malta. TI-kumpanni ja se tigi organizzata wkoll fuq 
Iinji aktar efficjenti biex tkun tista' tlal'lnaq maz-zieda fil-volum ta' xognol li jgi~u 
maghhom dawn 1-attivitajiet ta' trasbord. Dan jinhtieg li jsir jekk il~kumpannqa 
Maltija tal-vapuri trid tiehu 1-ikbar vantagg ekonomiku minn dax-xoghol u jkollha 
sehem kbir kemm jista' jkun f'dax-xoghol gdid ta' garr ta' merkanzija. 

Sea Malta ssahhet ukoll bhala kumpannija billi danlu fiha shab barranin godda. 
Wara diskussjonijiet ft-Algerija, CNAN, il-kumpannija nazzjonali tal-bahar Alge­
rina, dan 1-ahl'lar qablet li tissieheb mas-Sea Malta . Ghalhekk, minbarra 1-Korpo­
razzjoni Maltija tai-Izvilupp u snab oli.ra Maltin .fil-kumpannija, is-Sea Malta se 
jkollha ukoll partecipazzjoni Algerina minl'l abba sl'l ubija Libjana permezz tal-Gene­
ral National Maritime Transport Company. 

II-koperazzjoni Algerina mas-Sea Malta kompliet titjieb permezz ta' kiri lili­
CNAN ghal perijodi twal ta' vapuri tas-Sea Malta li fil-prezent il-kumpannija lokali 
rna tehtieghomx. Iz-zewg linji tal-vapuri ftehmu wko11 li jizviluppaw flimkien rotot 
regolari tat-traffiku marittimu. 

Is-success ta' dil-hidma, minbarra li juri bic-car 1-interess li hemm fil-potenzjal 
ta' kemm tista' tikber is-Sea Malta, huwa sinjal tajjeb ukoll t al-prospetti nteressanti 
li qed joffru dawn 1-inizjattivi godda u 1i fi.hom se tibda tiehu sehem ukolJ is-Sea 
Malta. 

SE~VIZZI TA' TISWIJA U TA' MANUTENZJONI 

lt-tieni attivita gdida 1i dan 1-ali.har qed nintebhu 1i toffri prospetti sbieh fis­
snin li gejjin ghandha x'taqsam rna' servizzi Ji jistgnu jsiru mill-Maltin gnall-kum­
panniji barranin li jkunu qed jahdmu ft-innawi tal-Mediterran. Ghal dax-xognol 
Malta tista' t.igi zviluppata f'centru regjonali nternazzjonali ghat-tiswija, il-manu­
tenzjoni, servzcing u xoghol iehor ta' din ix-xorta li jkunu jehtiegu kumpann iji nter­
nazzjonali li jkunu jal'ldmu fil-Mediterran. 

. lr-~jun t~l-Mrediterran bhalissa jinsab gharddej minn zmien ta' bidla ekono­
mika kb1ra: r-niarsi naturali ornmensi tieghu qed jigu esplorati u zviluppati u basta 
pajjizi f'dawn 1-inhawi qed iwettqu prograrnmi kbaT ta' ndustrjalizzazzjoni. Tabil­
l'laqq, dan ir-regj un qatt rna ra attivita ekonomika daqshekk kbira. Fi zmien ta' 
*vilu-pp ~egjonali hekk mghaggel, Malta jkun jaqblilha ferm jekk issir centro reg­
JOnah mill-aqwa li tipprovdi s~ervizz.i 1 ill-indusTrji H bhalissa qed jahdmru fil­
Medd.terran, u 1-aiktar ft-Afrika ta' Fuq. 

Malt~ g~andha ~antaggi kbar jekk trid li tinbidel f'centru regjonali ewillieni 
glial ~ervtzzi fil-Med1terran . Barra lffiilfti..pozizzjoni strategika favorevdli tagliha u 
r--rabtiet. sodi li ~li.andha rna' pajjizi giriten u rna' pajjizi ohra fil-Lvant Nofsani, 
Malta . t1sta' .tof:In. wkoll haddiema tajbin u ta' esperjenza kbira li jistghu jagntu 
dawk ts-servtzzJ II anna qed naraw nistghux naghtu anna. 

Jelitieg 1i Malta taglimel rruinn kollox b.iex tkun imli.ejjija sew u f'qasir zmien 
gh~nit~_iiet godda 1i ~andha quddiemha u biex tkun tista' taqdi sewwa 
l-ht1gu~t tar-regJun gli.all-haddlema gnall-manutenzjoni u ghall-fatilitajiet ta' din ix-
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xorta. Hemm t1ett tipi ta' attivita £'dan is-settur li jkunu jistgliu jsiru bi qliegli 
gliall-pajjiZ minn liaddiema Ma!lttin lli. b1.oesperjenza, bilt-talirig u bis-snajja' 1i gliand­
hom, jistgliu jaglimltu dan ix-xogliol gdid 1i qed iil.OOllliDu. Dawn huma s~ttur tat­
tfittix gliaz-zejt; il-manutenzjoni ta' mpjant elettriku u mekkaniku; u t-tiswija u 
1-'lllanutenzjoni ta' ajruplani ta' linji ta' 1-ajru internazzjonali. 

Bl-irtirar tal-forzi militari Inglizi sa Marzu tal-1979 u bl-egliluq kif ippjanat 
tal-facilititajiet militari mati mis-Servizzi Ingli:ii skond il-Ftehim tal-1972 mal-Ingil­
terra se jkollna tnaqqis waqt li jgliaddi z-:Zmien ta' numru ta' liaddiema mpjegati 
mal-bazi militari IngliZa f'Malta. Ghalkemm impjegati civili se jkollhom r-respon­
sabilita diretta glial certi servizzi essenzjali - blialma huma tifi tan-nar, salvatagg 
fil-baliar, u servizzi tal-ajru - li blialissa huma provduti minn impjegati tal-bazi 
Ngliza - madankollu 1-irtirar tal-forzi NgliZi se jfisser ukoll 1i se jkollna gliadd ta' 
liaddiema Maltin tas-senglia li aktar 'il quddiem inkunu nistgliu nliaddmuhom 
band'olira jekk 1-esperjenza teknika taglihom nistgliu nu:iawha. 

Dawn il-liaddiema, minliabba 1-esperjenza taglihom f'xogliol ta' servicing u 
ta' manutenzjoni ta' 1-impjanti mHitari Nglizi u facilitajiet olira f'Malta li jinkludu 
t-tiswija ta' tipi differenti ta' makkinarju u taglimir, huma addattati sew biex iwet­
tqu dan ix-xogliol gdid 1i se jkollna jek'k Malta taqdi din il-funzjoni gdida ta' centru 
ta' manutenzjoni fil-~Mediterran. L-organizzazzjoni ta' dawn il-liaddiema fkorp ta' 
liaddiema efficjenti, imliejjija biex iwettqu dan it-tip ta' xogliol kemm f'Malta kif 
ukoll barra minn Malta, gliandha tgliin biex niksbu success fl-isforzi taglina biex 
niftliu orizzonti godda u sabiex nidliJu wkoli glial dawn 1-attivitajiet godda li f'dawn 
iz-:lminijiet qed jinliass il-bzonn taglihom fir-regjun tal-Mediterran. 

L-lndustrja tat-Tliaffir gllaz-Zejt 

L-esperjenza li ksibna wara li fl-1974 twaqqfet f'Malta il-Mediterranean Services 
Ltd - Medserv - biex taqdi 1-litigiet tal-industrja tat-tfittix gliaz-zejt kemm fuq 
1-art kif ukoll fil-baliar fil-Lvant Nofsani u fl.-Afrika ta' Fuq, kienet ta' gliajnuna 
kbira lin-nazzjon. Ir-rizultati tajba tal-kumpannija wrew bic-Car il-potenzjal kbir li 
gliandu dan il-qasam kemm f'dawk li huma mpiegi kif ukoll fil-qliegli ta' flus minn 
barra. 

L-attivitajiet tal-Medserv s'issa 1-aktar li kellhom x'jaqsmu mal-bejgli u 1-lia:ina 
ta' provvisti u taglimir glial kumpanniji taz-':iejt u mal-ingagg ta' liaddiema tas­
senglia glial xogliol fuq oil rigs. Issa jelitieg 1i dawn 1-attivitajiet jikbru biex jip­
provdu servizzi olira 1i huma daqstant ielior ta' litiega gliall-kumpanniji ta:i-zejt u 
Ii gliax 1insabu '1 bogliod mill-bazi taglihom ikun aktar ekonomiku glialihom jekk 
isibuhom f'post centrali li jkun milliuq alijar u aktar qrib 1-inliawi fejn ikunu qed 
jalidmu. 

Hekk, ngliidu alina, bl-gliajnuna sliilia tal-kumpanniji taz-zejt ga twaqqaf ser­
vizz ta' trasport bl-ajru gliall-liaddiema tal-kumpanniji taz-zejt. Hemm i1-lisieb li 
nistliarrgu wkoll possibilitajiet olira 1i jidhru nteressanti. Fost dawn hemm 1-uzu 
~al-facilitaji:~ ta' tiswija fit-Tarzna minn rigs li jliaffru glia:i-zejt fil-baliar li b'hekk 
tkunu qed Jlpprovdu aktar xogliol gliall-liaddiema tat-Tarzna. Malta tista' tintuZa 
wkoll bliala post fejn il-familji ta' liaddiema mal-kumpanniji taz-zejt fil-Mediterran 
ikunu jistgliu jigu joqoglidu glial zmien qasir u b'hekk 1-irgiel ikunu jistgliu jiltaqgliu 
mal-familji taglihom ta' sikwit. 

. H~mm ~<,>11 1-opportunita li Malta tintu:ia bliala centru edukattiv glial ulied 
il-liaddtema h Jkunu jalidmu fi-industrja ta:i-:iejt. ll-ftehim li ntlaliaq rna' Reading 
a.nd !Jates _Dr!lling Company gliat-twaqqif ta' skola nternazzjonali f'Verdala li tkun 
!!ffiXI fuq lS:st.st~ma edukattiva Amerikana huwa ezempju car tal-mod kif il-facilita­
jlet eduka!!!YI 1I gliandna f'Malta jistgliu jigu utilizzati bl-alijar mod fl-alijar inte­
ress t·ai-paJJIZ. 



42 

Se jigi studjat ukoll 1-alijar uiu li jista' jsir mill-faCilitajiet kbar gliall-lia:i!la 
taz-zejt li, blialissa qeglidin f'idejn is-Servizzi NgliZi u li dal.waqt se jingliataw hll~ 
Gvern Malti. Malta ma jistax ikun li ma jkoUhiex dawn il-facilitajiet jekk trid h 
ssir centru ewlieni ta' 6ervizzi fil,.Mediterran. ll-facilitajiet gliall-ha:lna taz-zejt li 
qabe1 kienu f'idejn in-Nato, minbarra li jistgliu jintuiaw minn vapuri kummer~ali, 
jistgliu jibdew jaqdu wkoll ilJbi:onnijiet tal-industria taz-iejt u b'hekk f'Malta Jkun 
hawn aktar xogliol ta' bunkering u ta' attivitajiet olira ta' din ix-xorta. 

Tagli.mir Elettriku u Mekkaniku 

Is-snajja' u 1-liila tal-liaddiema Maltin li blialissa jalidmu mal-Forzi Nglizi jis­
tgliu jintuzaw ukoll glial litigiet olira ta·' natura ta' manutenzjoni fir-regjun b~lli 
jezistu attivitajiet olira, m1nbaTra dawk H gliandhom x'jaqsmu direttament ma 1-m­
dustrja taZ-zejt, li jistgliu jsiru mill-liaddiema lokali Ii gliandhom 1-esperjenza tek­
nika melitiega. 

Qasam gdid li nistgliu nidhlu glialih huwa dak tal.,manutenzjoni u tat-tiswiia 
ta' taglill1lir kbir elettriku u taglimir mekkaniku f'pajjiZi olira li qed jizviluppaw .~1-
Mediterran - u spe(:ja·Lment fil-Libja - fejn gliad m'hemmx nies tas-senglia li )1&­

tgliu jaglimlu dan ix-xogliol. 

Pjani biex jitwaqqaf korp ta' xogliol gliall-liaddiema tas-senglia u li diga gliand­
hom! 1-esperjenza, imxew 'il quddiem sew. Din 1-inizjattiva gdida diga qajjmet inte­
ress fost kumpanniji ta' fama internazzjonali 1i qeghdin jaraw x'sehem se jko1I'hoan 
f'din il-kumpannija. Dan hu sinjal sabin li gliandu jqawwilna qaibna. 

Manut:el121joni ta' Ajruptani u Servizzi Oli.ra 

Barra minn hekk, hemm aktar opportunitajiet f'dan is-settur ta' manutenzjoni 
li liaddiema Maltin gliandhom ikunu lesti biex jalitfuhom gliax dawn jutilizzaw 
is-senglia u 1-esperjenza 1i diga gliandna fil-pajjiz. Din 1-attivita gdida tikkonsisti 
fil-IIIlanutenzjoni tal-ajruplani f'Malta, fejn minbarra servizz efficjenti u ta' min 
jorbot fuqu li jkun i'laliliaq sew ma' livelli nternazzjonali, il-klijenti jgawdu wko11 
mir-rati 1-a'ktar kompetittivi li toffri Malta meta tqabbilhom mal-lilas li jitolbu 
centri olira ta' manutenZJjoni. 

Qeglidin isiru negozjati rna' linji ta' 1-ajru ta' fama nternazzjonali sabiex jit­
waqqfu f'Malta workshops gliall-manutenzjoni u t-tiswija ta' 1-ajruplani u sabiex 
tekniCi Maltin jigu mliarrga jew jingliataw 1-aliliar taglirif f'certi oqsma specjalizzati 
ta' ~an ~-xogliol. Glial dan 1-glian se nui:aw kemm jista' jkun il-facilitajiet li se 
thalh 1-Azr Force IngliZa meta jintemm il-Ftehim dwar il-Bazi. 

Pe~m~zz ta' dan il-potenzjal ta' i:vilupp li toffri Malta bliala centru regjonali 
~a' se~ylZzl u manutenZJjoni fuq dawn i'l-linji li qed insemmu, minbarra li se nuiaw 
1s-snaJJa' tal~naddiema Maltin li blialissa qed jagbmlu xogliol simili mal-Forzi Nglii:i, 
~~ nkunu mstgliu wkoll nipprovdu X"'Xogliol lill-istudenti li jkunu temmew il-korsi­
Jtet melitiega fi-iskejjel ta' snajja' u fit-technical institutes . 

. Barr~ ~ dan, 1-ingagg ta.' liaddiema li se jiehdu sehem f'da,wn il-progetti f'or­
garuz~a~zJ~~.l wahda se jkun ifisser li b'hekk dawn in-nies se jizguraw rnlihom minn 
kondiZZJO~I)let ta' xogliol alijar u minn pagi oglila. Vantaggi olira jkunu jinkludu 
s-sehem dtrett fit-tmexxija ta' dan il-grupp ta' liaddiema. 

. ~e~eficcju iebor importanti li tikseb 1-ekonomija Maltija permezz tad-4iversi 
attlVlta)let ta' servicing li nistghu nipprovdu jista' jikun 1-uzu tas-servizzi finanzjarji 
tas--sett\U" banka~rju lokali. 
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It-tielet dimensjoni tas-sejha gdida ta' Malta tnebhhet 1-izjed mix-xewqa gdida 
ta' !Malta 1i tkun nazzjon li politikament m'hu marbut ma' 1-ehda pajjiz iZda li hu 
ma~hut his-snih mal-kawza ta1-paci u koperazzjoni regjona1i. 

It-thahrik ta' Malta hiex ikun hawn aktar ftehim regjonali hejn 1-istati kollha 
tal-Mediterran issa kiseh 1-appogg tal-pajjizi kollha f'dawn 1-inhawi li jliobbu 1-paci. 
B'danaik.ollu 1-ghaqda fi1-Mediterran m'ghandhiex tikkonsisti ·hiss fi kliem, iZda 
ghandha ssehh u titwettaq permezz ta' hidma pozittiva u peMlezz ta' inizjattiv.i 
prattici li jaqdu u jfissru 1-aspirazzjonijiet regjonali h'mod konkret. Malta b'hekk 
tista' tkun tassew ta' ghajnuna lill-girien taghha fi1-Mediterran ghax jekk wielied 
iqis il-gid khir tal-hajja u t-tradizzjonijiet tai.JMediterran, hu jsib li hemm tassew 
1ok glial liidma sliilia biex Malta til'haq 'l~han tagliha u ssir centru ewlieni fejn 
jistgliu jsiru attivitaiiet prattici ta' koperazzjoni fl-oqsma politici, kulturali, socjali 
u ekonomici. 

Shah Malta fil-Mediterran issa f~hmu sewwa xi jfissru 1-proposti politiCi ta' 
Malta f'dawn 1-aliliar ftit snin biex isalihu 1-istahhilita politika fir-regjun. TI~messagg 
ta' Malta kien car u qawwi fil-Konferenza dwar is-Sigurta u 1-Koperazzjoni 
fl-Ewropa 1i saret f'!Helsinki fl-1975 meta ntlanaq ftehim 1i ma setax ikun hem:m 
sigurta vera fl-Ewropa mingliajr sigurta fil-Mediterran. Bl-istess mod, rna tistax 
issehli koperazzjoni ekonomika u kulturali u lanqas ma jista' jkun ftehim socjali 
jekk ma tkunx tezisti s-sigurta. 

Sahiex jirnexxu 1-mizuri malisuha hiex isahhu u jqawwu 1-koperazzjoni hejn 
il-pajjiZi, jentieg li qabe1 xejn ikun hemm tnaqqis fit-tensjonijiet politici. Tabil­
liaqq, 1-esperjenza dejjem uriet li 1-kQperazzjoni tista' sselili 'hiss meta hejn i1-pajjizi 
tkun te:listi atmosfera ta' fiducja u ta' ftehim. Ir-relazzjonijiet hejn il-pajjizi u 1-ko­
perazzjoni ekonomika u kulturali hejniethom jispiccaw fix-xejn meta fuq ix-xefaq 
jitfaccaw tensjonijiet politiCi. 

Malta thahtet bla heda hiex iselin ordni politiku gdid fil·Mediterran IIJlihni fuq 
il-prinCipji ta' detente u newtraEta. 11-prezenza militari khira taz-iewg superpotenzi 
fil-Mediterran x'aktarx li ma setghetx tigi evitata qabel Helsinki; iZda issa t-tluq 
bil"'..Ilod tal-flotot Amerikani u Sovjetid mill~Mediterran jaghti sehem siewi ghas­
sigurta, il-paci u 1-helsien ta' dan ir-regjun. Barra minn hekk, din ix-xewqa dwar 
i1-gejjieni tal-Mediterran hija mihnija wkoll fuq gliarfien mill-istati kollha tal-litiega 
1i gliandu jkun hemm gliaqda soda hejniethom fuq suggetti li jolqtu mill-qrib id­
destin politiku u ekonomiku taghhom. Dan is-sens ta' gliaqda u koperazzjoni fil­
Mediterran huwa lio1qa vitali fil-katina li qeghda tinbena glias-sigurta u stabhilita 
fi.-Ewropa. 

~isforzi bla heda ta' Malta fil-Konferenza ta' Helsinki dwar is-Sigurta u 1-Ko­
perazzjoni fl-Ewropa fl-aliliar wass1u ghad~okument storiku dwar il~Mediterran li 
kien inkluz fi-Att Finali ta1-Konferenza. Id-Dokument dwar il.JMediterran rna jsem­
~x hiss kuncetti u twemmin politiku u jlieggeg 1-istati ta1-Mediterran kollha biex 
)aglitu sehemhom fi sforzi biex titjieb is-sigurta billi jissaliliu r-rabtiet kulturali, eko­
nomici u xjentifiCi rna' 1-istati Ewropej 1-ohrajn. 

Glia1kemm da·wn il-fehmiet kienu mnizi:lin car fi-Att Finali tal-Konferenza ta' 
~e!sin:ki, .~~it )e~ xejn kienu 1-mizuri prattiCi li saru. Tabilhaqq ftit huma 1-inizjat­
tiVI pratt1c1 h tttelidu biex jitwettqu 1-ohbligazzjonijiet imnizzlin fi-Att Finali. 

. H~a ~e~wa se~ f'dan il.Jcuntest li wielied jifhem alijar 1-isforzi ta' Malta biex 
tistah'b~ lilha nn~sha bhala centru ta' koperazzjoni politika, ku1turali, soeja1i 
u.ekono~ka fi1-~dlterran. Ghax ghalkemm issa hdiet bis-serjeta 1-miJ0a lia:lli 1-Me­
diterran ?Ikseh I-1dentita tiegliu u lialli f'dan ir-regjun ikun hawn is-sigurta, huwa 
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wkoll minnu illi d-djalogu fil-Mediterran dwar ghadd ta' kw.~tjonijiet jelit~~g ill 
min imexxih 'il quddiem sew biex isir tassew effettiv. L-istabbtl!ta u 1-armom)a fir­
regjun tcrl-Mediterran fis-snin 1i gejjin nistgnu niggarantuhonJ bliala 1-ewwel pass 
effettiv lejn 1-gliaqda fl-Ewropa jekk ir-relazzjonijiet regjonali nsanliuhom u nqegh­
duhom fuq pedamenti aktar soda. 

Huwa dan il-vojt li Malta fi lisiebha timla fis-snin 1i gejjin. Bl-inizjattivi godd~ 
ta' Malta se nwettqu 1-inpenn 1i nibdew norganizzaw proposti po_zittivi u kor;tkreti 
biex tissaliliali i1-koperazzjoni fil-Mediterran u biex maz-i:J:nien niftnu. toroq godda 
li jwasslu ghat-twettiq tail-aspirazzjonijiet 1i ghandu r-regjun tal-Medtterran. 

Inizjatti:vi Politici 

Fil-qasam politiku, Malta ma naqsitx li tkompli tkun hi 1i turi t-triq meta min­
liabba sensiela ta' grajjiet storiCi kienet imgieglila tieliu din 1-inizjattiva _fil-~o~e: 
renza ta' Helsinki f'isem sliabha tal-Mediterran. Minnabba f'hekk, issa d1ga Jeztsti 
gliarfien akbar tal-vantaggi li jistgliu jinkisbu minn relazzjonijiet specjaH mibnija 
fuq gliaqda politika fost i1-pajjizi tal-Mediterran. Inizjattiva ta' dan 1-alinar li ta~~­
me1 parti minn dawn 1-isforzi biex jissaliliu r-rabtiet politici fil~Mediterran htJa 
t-twaqqif f'Malta ta' segretarjat elett minn u biex jaqdi l"'movimenti taz-zgnazagh 
Soejalisti kollha tal-Mediterran. 

Inizjattiva ohra komuni bejn il-pajjizi ta1-Mediterran 1i gliandu jkollha effett 
politiku mportanti gliar-regjun kollu tal~Mediterran kienet il-konferenza li sar~t 
f'Malta b'suc6ess f'Gunju tal-1977 gliall-partiti Socjalisti u ghall-organizzazzjom­
jiet politici progressivi olirajn tal-Mediterran. Laqgliat politiCi ta' din ix-xorta se 
ninkuragguhom bis·sliih fis-snin li gejjin gnax permezz ta' hekk ikun hemm gliarfien 
akbar tax-xewqat ta' Malta li tkun minn ta' quddiem politikament f'dan ir-regjun. 
Barra minn hekk, il-kuntatti li nwaqqfu pemnezz ta' dawn 1-attivitajiet, igibu lill­
gi;ejjer Maltin f'kuntatt rna' idejat u esperjenzi godda 1i jkunu ta' siwi kbir gliall­
progress soejali tal-pajjiz. 

Bdil Kulturali 

Wielied mill-aspetti 1-aktar importanti tal-Mediterran huwa r-rikkezza tal-istor­
ja tiegliu u s-sehem kbir li kellu fic-Civilta ta' 1-Ewropa ta1-Punent. Tul iz-zminijiet, 
il-Mediterran kien il-post fejn iltaqghu diversi kulturi, religjonijiet u tradizzjo­
nijiet, u 1-wirt vast tiegliu joffri possibiltajiet kbar glial bdil kulturali f'livell regjon­
ali bejn il-pajjizi tal-Medi1:erran. 

Ghalhekk hemm 1ok kbir biex Malta tieliu 1-inizjattiva u ssir centru kulturali 
fil-Mediterran fejn jinxterdu 1-aspetti diversi tal-liajja ta1-Mediterran u 1-izvilupp 
kulturali ta1-pajjizi f'dan ir-regjun u minn fejn nistgliu nkabbru 1-interess fil-wirt 
Mediterranju. ld-diversi attivitajiet ta' natura kulturali 1i Malta tista' torganizza 
fl.imkien rna' pajjizi olira fil-Mediterran jistgliu jqajjrou nteress akbar u jkabbru 
gharfien alijar tal-wirt 1i gliandhom il-pajjizi kollha tal-Mediterran. Permezz ta' bdil 
kulturali ta' din ix-xorta, Malta tista' taqdi tajjeb is-sehem gdid tagliha u tgliin biex 
nizviluppaw aktar relazzjonijiet tajba bejn il-pajjizi kollha tal-Mediterran. 

Malta tista' twettaq gliadd kbir ta' inizjattivi biex tlieggeg u ssahliali 1-izvilupp 
ta' bdil kulturali regjonali fil-Mediterran. Jistgliu jsiru arrangamenti gliall-bdil, 
ngliidu anna, bejn gruppi Mediterraneji 1i jkun hemm fosthom: 

. --:-:. ko~razzjoni bejn organizzazzjonijiet tal-mezzi tax-xandir 1i jinkludu 
agenziJl .ta' _I-1stampa u gliaqdiet ta' gurnalisti biex jigbru, jibdlu u jxerrdu 1-in­
fon:nazzJODI !-aktar fuq suggetti li ghandhom x'jaqsmu 1-izjed mal-Mediterran 
u h burna d1rettament konnessi rna' 1-aspirazzjonijiet tal-Mediterran; 

- . ~un!'ltti u la9gliat . bejn gurnalisti, kumpanniji nazzjonali tar-radju u 
tllt-televizJom gliall-bdii ta' 1de1at u fehmiet; 
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it-tqassim ta' programmi tar-radju u tat-televizjoni li jkunu ta' nteress 
specjali glial min joqgliod fil-pajjizi tal-Mediterran; 

- 1-organizzazzjoni ta' wirjiet ta' kotba u t-titjib tal-facilitajiet gnal self 
u ghall-bdil ta' films u dokumentarji; 

- it-tixrid u 1-i:lvilupp tal-letteratura tal-pajjizi tal-Mediterran biex din 
tkun tista' tilliaq aktar qarrejja; 

- it-tixrid tal-wiri ta' films fuq bazi mhux kummercjali fil-pajjizi tal­
Mediterran permezz ta' festivals ta' fiLms ecc., biex b'hekk ikun hawn kux­
jenza akbar tad-destin komuni tal-pajjizi tal-Mediterran; 

- 1-organizzazzjoni bejn il-pajjizi tal-Mediterran ta' avvenimenti regjo­
nali bnalma huma wirjiet ta' 1-arti; wirjiet tejatrali; ballet u muzika; studii 
arkeologiCi; skejjel tas-sajf; attivitajiet sportivi; xoglilijiet operistici u dram­
matici; wirjiet minn gruppi artistici; avvenimenti kulturali taz-igliazagli ecc. 

Kopercw:zjoni Teknika u Xjentifika 

Ezempju wielied ta' koperazzjoni prattika bejn il-pajji.Zi tal-Mediterran fil-qasam 
xjentifiku huwa c-Centru Regjonali kontra t-Tniggis taz-Zejt li nfetan f'Malta f'Di­
cembru ta' 1-1976 tant 1-awspicji tal-UNEP u ]-Intergovernmental Maritime Consulta­
tive Organisation (IMCO). lx-xognol tac-centru jink!ludi koperazzjoni fost il-pajjizi tal­
kosta tal-Mediterran biex iwaqqfu t-tixrid kbir taz-zejt fil-Mediterran specjalment 
ft-emergenzi u gliajnuna lill-istati membri biex itejbu 1-mezzi nazzjonali tagnhom 
kontra t-tniggis miz-zejt. L-attivitajiet tac-Centru jink1udu wkoll il-gbir u t-tqassim 
ta' inforrnazzjoni lill-pajjizi membri; it-tliejjija ta' pjani ta' emergenza kontra t-tnig­
gis miz-zejt; 1-izvilupp ta' komunikazzjoni effettiva bejn iC-centru u 1-pajjizi li jmissu 
mal-banar Mediterran; u t-tixrid ta' prograrrnmi ta' koperazzjoni u ta' tanrig tekno­
logiku. B'dan il-mod Malta diga qeglida tagliti s-sehem attiv taghha biex issolvi 
wielied mili-akbar prob1emi li bhalissa gnandu 1-Banar Mediterran; u huwa ttamat 
li fis-snin Ji gejjin jittiendu inizjattivi ohra ta' din ix-xorta u ta' natura prattika 
bliala parti minn sforz kollettiv mill-pajjizi kollha tal-Mediterran biex inarsu 1-am­
bjent tar-regjun kollu u biex jitjiebu 1-kondizzjonijiet ta' 1-ghixien tal-popli tagh­
hom. 

F'dan ir-rigward u ft-isfond ta' inizjattivi u programmi bejn il-pajjizi biex tikber 
aktar il-koperazzjoni teknika regjonali, Malta diga talbet 1-ghajnuna tal-Gnus Magh­
quda u tal-agenziji specjalizzati tagnha fosthom 1-UNEP, 1-ECE u 1-UNDP ghat­
twaqqif ta' eentru regjonali f'Malta gliall-izvilupp prattiku u 1-applikazzjoni ta' 
1-energija tax-xemx u tar-rib ghall-beneficcju tal-pajjizi fir-regjun. Dan il-progett qed 
jigi studjat bis-snili u l-isforzi biex jinkiseb 1-appogg ta' pajjizi olira ghall-proposta 
Ma1tija diga kisbu success. Tabilnaqq, il-Libja, it-Turkija, il-Grecja, Cipru, 1-ltalja 
u Spanja lkoll taw 1-appogg tagnhom lill-proposta ta' Malta. 

Blialissa qed jigi studjat ukoll progett li gliandu x'jaqsam mas-sahlia u li huwa 
wkol} ta' natura prattika u 1i jkun ta' beneficcju dirett 1ill-pajjizi tal-Mediterran. Per­
mezz ta' dan il-progett se nipprovdu facilitajiet ta' talirig £'Malta gliall-istaff para­
mediku tal-isptarijiet 1-aktar mill-pajjizi Gnarab li gliadhom qed jizviluppaw. Hemm 
il:~~ieb li jitwaq9.af ~entru regjonali .bl-ghajnuna tal-Borstel Institute ta' Hamburg, 
1-IzJed gliat-tahng ta staff para-med1ku u 1-aktar fix-xoghol ta' laboratorji medici. 
L-attivitajiet tac-centru li hemm il-nsieb Ji jsir jistghu jizdiedu biex ikopru servizzi 
?hra t~~-sa?lia .~o~t~om l-uzu bn~la laboratorju gliar:regjun tal-Mediterran gnall­
Istliarng t~ kaz1 It }ltress9u qudd1emu. TI-Borstel Institute diga qabe1 1i jagliti gnaj­
nuna tekntka.gli~ll-orgamzzazzjoni u t-tmexxija ta' dan ic-Centru waqt li 1-World 
Health Orgamsatzon ukoll se tghin fil-progett billi tipprovdi ghajnuna finanzjarja. 
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Progett ielior li gnandu x'jaqsqam mas-salina u li bhalissa qed jigi studjat buwa 
t-twaqqif ta' 6entTu gliaH-kliewi bl-gliajnuna finan21jarja tal-Jamahirija Libjana Gliar­
bija. Dan ic-Centru se jieliu lisieb mhux •hiss il-kura ta' pazjenti Maltin li jbatu 
minn mard tal-kliewi izda se jieliu nsieb ukoll ta' pazjenti minn pajji:ii ohra fil­
Mediterran. Hemm il-lisieb ukoll U fi zmien m'hux wisq 'il boghod studenti minn 
dawn il-pajjizi jibdew jitgliaUmu fi-Iskola Medika li qed titwaqqaf mill..gdid skond 
il-principji tas-servizz m.ediku gdid li se jidhol f"Malta. 

11-Gvern Malti fi lisiebu jgliin kemm jiflah u jagnti nkoraggim.ent shin lil pro­
getti bhal dawn fis-snin li gejjin. Huwa permezz ta' dawn il-progetti prattici illi 
nistghu nsaliliu 1-koperazzjoni bejn il-pajjizi tal--Mediterran u b'hekk jik!bru u jisso­
daw aktar il-prospetti ta' stabbilita regjonali. Barra minn hekk, .jekk Malta tigi 
uiata :mhux aktar bliala baii militari iZda bliala centru fejn hemm dawn 1-attivita­
jiet prattici, il-gzira biz-zmien tinbidel f'centru fil-Mediterran li tista' tieliu lisieb 
il-bzonnijiet regjonali fl-oqsma ekonomici, politiCi u kulturali. B'dan il-mod, il-pro­
cess ta' djalogu bejn il-pajjizi tal-Mediterran, li glialih Malta liadmet b'tant kuragg 
f'dawn 1-aliliar snin, jimxi 1 quddiem u 1-idejali ta' koperazzjoni regjonali jissaliliu 
aktar. 

Biex jirnexxu 1-isforzi ta' Malta biex issir centru regjonali jinntieg li jkun hemm 
ukoll il-fadlitajiet ta' infrastruttura koUha li hemm bzonn. Biex dawn 1-idejat iseli­
liu u Malta ssir centru gliall-organizzazzjoni ta' attivitajiet politici u kulturali u 
ta' attivitajiet olirajn li jgliaqqdu ~-pajjizi kollha tal-Mediterran - kif ukoll bliala 
c-Centru gliall-organizzazzjonijiet nternazzjonali blialma hija 1-A wtorita ta' Qiegli 
il-Baliar - Malta jelitieg li jkollha centru gliall-konferenzi nternazzjonali li jkollu 
1-faciiltajiet kollha glial laqgliat ta' din ix-xorta. Is..Servizzi Nglizi dan 1-aliliar telqu 
!-Officers Transit Centre f'ttal Far u 1-Gvern gliandu 1-lisieb li dan il-blokk ta' bini 
jibdlu f'centru nternazzjonali gliall-konferenzi. 

Fis-snin li gejjin se tispiCca glial kollox 1-istampa ta' Malta bliala fortizza qaw­
wija li taqdi lill-pajjiz barrani 1-aktar b'sahlitu. Malta se tienu debra gdida ta' pajjiz 
maJ'Ibut mal-kawza tal-paci u ta' centru nternazzjonali fejn il-popli tal-Mediterran, 
wara sekli shah ta' taqlib u glied, se jiksbu idejal gdid 1i permezz tiegliu 1-Mediterran 
jilbes libsa gdida ta' rispett u ta' dinjita. 

V -OOELUQ 

Malta issa tinsab f'salib it-toroq tad-destin politiku u ekonomiku tagliha. F'in­
qas min~ sente_in ohra, il-ba:ii militari Ngliza f'Malta tispiCca glial kollox u 1-ftehim 
mar-~enJu Umt dwar 1-uzu tal-fad~itajiet mllitari f'Malta jintemm. L-ekonomija 
MaltlJa mbagliad ma tkunx aktar t1sta' tuia 1-fius li f'dawn 1-aliliar snin dalililet 
bnala rizultat tal-Ftehim: Malta lanqas ma jkollha aktar 1-qliegli ekonomiku li 
ddalihal mill-pre:lenza militari Ngliia. 

Fl-1979, meta jitilqu glial dejjem 1-aliliar suldati Nglli:i Malta tibda taqsima 
~d~da fil..grajja .tagliha. Malta ~kun .tis~a· mbagliad gliall-ew'wel darba tgliix liajja 
gdida u tgliadd1 glial ~ollox ~nglia)r rn-nefqa militari tal-forzi barranin fil-pajjiz. 
Malta mbagliad tkun tiddepend1 glial kollox fuq attivitajiet ekonomici gliall-ghixien 
taghha. 

. ll-k?bor ta: din i~-bicea xogliolli pajjizna dalial ghaliha huwa kbir wisq ghaliex 
1fisser b1dla sli1lia fi:ls~ru~a tal~ko~?mija ta' Malta. Dan 1-impenn bl-ebda mod 
rna sar aktar liafif bil:g~aJJ.~et ~kono~1c~ koroh li dghajfu 1-aktar ekonomiji f'sahbit­
~om fi-Ewropa u 1-attivlta)let mdustf)ah u kummercjali 1i minnhom issa Malta trid 
t1eliu s-saliba tagliha. B'danakollu, dan bl-ebda mod ma xejjeo 1-entuzjasmu ta' 
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Malta biex tilhaq 1--ghanijiet 1i gliandha quddiemha. Dan anzi sewa biss biex inissel 
fin-nazzjon sens aktar qawwi ta' sodisfazzjon u ta' kburija fit-triq 1i Malta stess 
ghazlet 1i taqbad f'Mediterran hieles, minghajr 1-irbit tal-prezenza tas-superpotenzi. 

Hija tassew haga li tqawwi 1-qalb 1i n-nazzjon kollu issa qed iwiegeb ghas-sejha 
tal-Gvern Malti glial ghaqda nazzjonali biex jintlahaq 1--ghan politiku ewlieni 1i 
ghandna quddiemna. Issa hemm ukoll twegiba 1i timlina bil-kuragg minn inhawi 
politiCi barra minn Malta u 1-ghanijiet taghha issa saru haga wanda max-xewqat 
politici tal-.Mediterran kollu. Hekk issa x-xewqa ta' Malta hielsa glial Mediterran 
hieles 'hija 1-pedament 1i fuqha qed nibnu 1-isforzi politiCi tan-nazzjon u issa bdejna 
resqin sew u qed noqorbu dejjem aktar lejn iZ--hrnien meta nkunu nistghu nwettqu 
bis-shih J-ghan ewlieni politiku ta' din il-gzira 1i glial tant snin kienet il-fortizza 
tal-.Mediterran. 

F'dawn 1-ahhar sitt snin 1--ghanijiet soCjali tan-nazzjon ukoll wettaqnihoon 
b'determinazzjoni u 1-pajjiz issa jaqbel hafna ma' politika socjali li permezz taghha 
noholqu socjeta aktar hanina. Id-differenzi 1i kienu joho1qu firdiet kbar bejn id­
diversi klassijiet socjali ta' Malta issa tnaqqsu sew u ·issa fil-pajjiz ghandna armo­
nija socjali aktar milli qatt kellna qabel. Minhabba f'hekk, is-socjeta Maltija issa 
saret kommunita aktar magliquda, alctar hanina u aktar marbuta. 

Flimkien mal-mizuri mahsuba biex ikun hawn tqassim ahjar ta1-qliegh kien 
hawn ukoll tqassim aktar gust tar-rizorsi nazz.jonali: dan gara kemm permezz tal­
bosta a:nizuri li ha 1-Gvern tbiex il-qliegh jinqasam alijar u kif ukoll permezz tal­
programm kbir ta' investiment pubb1iku 1-aktar fis-settur tas-sahha u fil-bini tad­
djar biex 1-infrastruttura soejali tal-pajjiz tkun fuq bazi aktar soda. 

Fis-snin li gejjin il-Gvern fi hsiebu jkompli jiehu 1-unizuri soeja1i li jkollhom 
b1iala ghan· Ii jghinu 1-aktar 1il certi gruppi socjali fil-pajjiz. Diga twettqu bosta 
mizuri jew inkella qed jigu studjati mizuri olira bhala parti mlll-programm tal-Gvern 
biex isahhah dejjem aktar 1-istruttura socjali tal-pajjiz skond ix-xewqa nazzjonali 
1i f'Ma1ta nwaqqfu socjeta li tiddependi fuqha nnifisha, socjeta moderna 1i tiehu 
hsieb dawk 1i jehtiegu 1-gliajnuna. 

Fost dawn il-mizuri prattiCi nsibu aktar riformi ft-amministrazzjoni tat-taxxa 
tad-dhu1 bl-gliajnuna ta' esperti rninn barra 1-pajjiz bil-ghan 1i nnaqqsu kemm jista' 
jkun 1-evazjoni tat-taxxa; aktar titjib ft-gliadd ta' servizzi soejali Ji jipprovdi 1-Gvern 
fosthom 1-eskema 1-gdida tas-sahha li permezz taghha se jitwaqqfu servizzi mediCi 
komprensivi ghall-harsien u 1-kura tas-sezzjonijiet kollha tal-popolazzjoni; u tqassim 
ahjar tad-djar u aktar nies li jkollhom id-dar taghhmn stess permezz tal-Awtorita 
tad-Djar biex hekk nizguraw 1i anki 1-aktar familja fqira f'Ma1ta tista' tgawdi gl'iixien 
al'ijar fi djar kamdi. 

F'dan 1-ispirtu ta' ftehim socjali, it-triq issa tinsab imwittija glial socjeta aktar 
maghquda u 1i fiha kulhadd jghix bhal familja wanda, fejn rna jeiistux privileggi 
~la bzonn u fejn is-sezzjonijiet 1-anqas ixxurtjati ta1-komunita Maltija jkunu jistghu 
)gawdu burna wkoll il-frott tal-progress nazzjonali. 

~is-snin li .&ejjin il-Gvern se jaghmel hiltu kollha biex jizviluppa kemm jiflah 
fo~~. ~-kommumt~ kollha nteress akbar u parteCipazzjoni socja1i akbar fil-hajja tai­
P~JJlZ. ll•Gv~rn 11'ioss li wasa1 iz-imlien li c-Cittadini Maltin jibdew jiehdu sehem 
bll-qal~ u b'mteress fi hwejjeg Ji jolqtu mill-qrib il-hajja tagl'ihom ta' kuljurn. It­
twaqqi! tal-kumitati tal-girien se jkun pass 1ejn din id-direzzjoni - 1-ewweJ pass 
f'es~rJ~.~za koUha kemm hi gdida gl'iall-poplu Malti li perrnezz tagliha d-diversi 
sezz)Ont)Iet ta1-kommunita jkollhom sehem fit-tmexxija ta1-pajjiz. 

, Dan il-proeess ta' parteCipazzjoni se nwessg~uh fis-snin li gejjin u nifirxuh 
f oqsma ohra, 1-aktar fil-qasam tax-xoghol. 11-liaddtema, hu x'inhu x-xogliol li jagli-
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mlu, se jkunu mliegga biex jielidu nteress akbar u anki biex jielidu dmirijiet fil-post 
tax-xogliol minn fejn jaqilgliu x'jieklu u se jkunu mliegga jiehdu sehem f'f~rom 
godda ta' djalogu bejn min jahdem u min imexxi. Bis-sahha ta' dan, ghandu Jku~ 
hemm kuntatt aktar liieles bejn iz-zewg naliat li gliandu jgliinhom ahjar il-problem1 
ta' xulxin u jkabbar fihom rieda akbar biex jint1aliqu 1-ghanijiet generali. 

Is-sehem tal-liaddiema fit-Tarzna u f'intraprizi ohra kienet esperjenza li qaw­
wiet il-qlub u dan issa jista' jservi bhala l .. mudell 1i fuqu nibnu skemi ohra ta' parte­
cipazzjoni mill-liaddiema. Is-sehem dirett tal-haddiema waqt li qed jittiehdu d-deCiz­
jonijiet u fit-tmexxija ta' kuljum tal-postijiet fejn jalidmu, jekk jidhol b'mod gliaqli 
u jekk isir bir-responsabbilita, jista' jwassal glial aktar efficjenza fuq ix-xogliol u 
glial livelli oglila ta' produzzjoni. Dawn burna zewg affarijiet 1i tabilliaqq nelitigu­
hom fiz-i:mien meta 1-pajjiZ qed iliejji ruliu biex jilqa' 1-isfida li gliandu quddiemu 
u 1-Gvern mhux fi lisiebu jibqa' lura izda lest biex imexxi hu f'din it-triq ta' parte­
cipazzjoni mill-liaddiema. 

L-ekonomija ta' Malta mxiet 'il quddiem sew f'dawn is-snin 1-aktar meta wie­
lied igib quddiem gliajnejh it-taqlib ekonomiku nternazzjonali li fixkel il-progress ta' 
pajjizi moglinija b'rizorsi nazzjonali ferm akbar minn taghna. Madankollu, min­
kejja dak li diga sar, 1-aktar sfida iebsa glial Malta fis-snin li gejjin se tkun 1i nlestu 
fi1-liin il-process 1i permezz tieghu nbiddlu 1-istruttura ekonomika tal-pajjiz. 

Hekk kif in-nazzjon qed joqrob lejn il-liin 1-aktar iebes tal-izvilupp ekonomiku 
tieghu, esperti ekonomici nternazzjonali qeglidin ibassru gejjieni aktarx imcajpar 
gliall-bqija ta' dawn 1-ghaxar snin; id-dinja ndustrjali tal-Punent ghad ghandha 
quddiem.ha prospetti koroh ta' aktar qagliad, rati gbo1jin ta' inflazzjoni, rati aktar 
baxxi ta' zvi1upp u defiCit fi1-bilanc tal-pagamenti. L-esperjenza ta' dawn 1-aliliar 
erba' snin uriet illi fi i:minijiet blia1 dawn 1-ekonomija ta' Malta 1i hija miftuli.a 
berali u li tista' tintlaqat sew m'gliand.ha ebda tama 1i teliles mill-effett shin ta' dawn 
il-problemi u tolirog b1a mittiefsa. 

Fi i:minijiet ta' risq, 1-impenn ta' Malta biex tfassal liajja ekonomika gdida rna 
kenitx tkun xi bicca xogho1 hafifa, izda meta 1-qaglida nternazzjonali hija daqshekk 
hazina, ix-xogho1 ta' Malta jsir bil-wisq aktar difficli. Wiehed glialhekk jifhem ma­
lajr it-taiba 1i gliamlet Malta lill-erba' pajjizi girien taghha - il-Libja u 1-Algerija; 
1-Italja u Franza - glial garanziji dwar il-vijabbilita taghha fl-ewwe1 snin. Malta 
tabilhaqq qed taghmel liilitha biex tqieglied pedamenti sodi ghal bazi ndustrjali 
b'saliliitha li permezz taghha tkun tista' tikseb indipendenza ek<momika fl-iqsar 
zmien possibbli. 

Dan is-Suppliment tal-Pjan waqt 1i tana 1-opportunita naraw 1-izvilupp li sar 
s'issa f'Malta f'diversi setturi, tana 1-opportunita wkoll 1i fi-istess bin naghtu harsa 
gdida lejn kemm hi kbira 1-isfida ekonomika li Malta ghandha quddiemha u lejn 
il-mezzi kif nistghu nsahliu 1-istrategija ta' 1-izvilupp ta' Malta. 

Glialhekk waqt 1i 1-glianijiet generali jibqgliu 1-istess li dehru fil-Pjan ta' Zvi-
1~pp, it-~attika. ~?all-iZvil~pp ~konomiku t~.' pajjizna. se nsahhuha biex naghmlu 
uzu. taJ:btd~a fic-ct~kostanzt u btex_l-ekono~~Ja lokali ti7hu vantagg shin mill-oppor­
tuntta)tet godda h ghandna quddtemna 1-IZJed fi1-Medtterran. Is-settur tal~anifat­
tura xorta glia~ ghand_u sehem t~sse~ importanti b!ex nilliqu 1-ghanijiet tal-Pjan 
glia1kemm dan 1s-Supphment tal-PJan Jaghraf sewwa 1-Importanza li Malta fi hsiebha 
taghti aktar 'il quddiem lis-settur tas-'servizzi' biex tiiviluppa 1-ekonomija. 

Dawn burna servizzi, madankollu, 1i burna differenti mis-servizzi li Malta tat 
f'dawn 1-abliar snin u li kellhom x'jaqsmu 1-aktar mat-turizmu u rna' servizzi olira 
b_li~~- pan huwa s7ttur ta' serv}zzi li ~u differe1_1ti mill-obrajn u li joffru bosta pos­
~~~~!tta)let godda h Malta fi listebha t1pprova ttsfrutta kemm jista' jkun fis-snin 1i 
geJJm. 
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Din it-triq gdida ta' Malta !hliala 6entru ewlieni regjonali glial dak li huwa 
servicing se jagliti opportunita sliilia gliall-izvilupp tar-riZorsi lokali u 1-aktar fast­
hom 1-u:iu ta' snajja' tekniCi u ta' esperjenza teknika 1f gliandna fil-pajjiz fi zmien 
meta ft-inliawi ta' madwarna hawn domanda kbira glial dan it-tip ta' servizzi. 

Dak li qieglied jistinka glialih il-pajjiz f'waqt hekk importanti tal.-grajja poli­
tika u ekonomika tiegliu issa qed tapprezzah sezzjoni kbira- u li dejjem qeglida 
tikber - tal-kommunita Maltija. ll-lielsien sliili minn liaj.ja li kienet marbuta wisq 
mal-valur strategiku tal~pajjii ghall-qawwiet militari barml1!in, madankoJlu, diga 
g<l!b responsabbilitajiet u dmirijiet aktar iebsa fuq spallejn ic-Cittadini kollha Mal­
tin - u dawn id-dmirijiet se jkunu aktar tqal fis-snin li gejjin fuqna. 

Feh:ma soda fost kulliadd, glia'lhekk, li rna nirbzgliux nidlilu glial dawn id-dmi­
rijiet godda iida li nwettquhom bl-akbar hila gliandha tkun dik ix-xi liaga ta!IIt 
siewja 1i permezz taghha nwettqu bis-shih ix-xewqat kollha ta' Malta. U huwa 
1-aktar f'dan il-kwadru li wielied gliandu jnares lejn is-sehem ta' kull Cittadin Malti 
fis-snin li resqin. 

Huwa minnu li huwa d-dmir tal-Gvern permezz tad-diversi mizuri li jista' jieliu, 
li joliloq fi1-pa.jjiz klima tajba bi'Zzejjed li ggirb 'il quddiem il-progress ekonomiku u 
1-izvilupp socjali fil-pajjiz. Izda huwa fi-annar mill-ahnar il-naddiem IMalti li gliandu 
s-sehem 1-aktar importa,nti biex jint1aliqu 1-glianijiet generali tal-pajjii. Dan kien 
minn dejjem it-twemmin tal-Gvern Laburista - 1i permezz ta' dixxiplina maglina 
nfusna, xogliol iebes u nidma onesta, il-Gzejjer Maltin setgliu jilqgnu 1-isfida u 
jnaddmu d-dmirijiet kollha ta' nazzjon. 

Fis-snin 1i gejjin, gnalhekk, it-titjib fil-livell tal-gliixien tal-kommllll1ita Maltija 
se jkun jiddependi a'ktar minn haga onra fuq it-twegiba li se jagntu 1-naddiema 
Maltin glial din is-sejha - ghall-litiega urgenti li nkabbru 1-produttivita, inzidu 
1-produzzjoni u nsiru aktar efficjenti. Gnaldaqshekk, it-titjib fil-livell tal-gnixien u 
fil-kondizzjonijiet tax-xogliol se jiddependi 1-aktar fuq 1-isforzi tal-liaddiema kollba 
Maltin li b'dan il-mod gnandhom jgliinu sew fil-mixja tal-pajjiz lejn gejjieni isbali 
u lejn il-lielsien, lejn fiducja akbar fi-isforzi taglina u lejn 1-indipendenza. 

. Meta wiened ji:fihem dawn 1-ambizzjonijiet godda tal-pajjiz, is-sehem tal-gliaq­
diet tal-naddiema Maltin fiz-:lmien li gej jieliu tifsira wisq aktar kbira. Il-moviment 
~al-naddiema Maltin, li dejjem wettaq id-dmirijiet tiegliu, nadem bla heda biex 
Itejjeb il-kondizzjonijiet tax-xogliol tal-liaddiem Malti u mill-1971 liadem mill-qrib 
sew mal-Gvern Laburista u sab kull gliajnuna minn gnandu. F'dan il-liin fil-process 
tal-iivilupp ta' Malta u f'socjeta Maltija li qeglida tinbidel, il-moviment tal-liaddie­
ma £'Malta qieglied bi1-mod il"'lllod jikseb dejjem aktar bosta esperjenzi godda. 
Hekk, ngliidu anna, skemi li permezz taglihom il-liaddiema jielidu sehem kemm 
~a.qt li qe~ isiru d-decizjonijiet kif ukoll fil-qsim tal-profitti, burna esperjenzi godda 
li zgur se Jliallu effett li rna jitliassarx fir-relazzjoni·jiet ndustrja1i £'Malta u fil-process 
ta' zvilupp socjali u ekonomiku fil-pajjiz. 

Fis-snin .li resqin 1-gliaqdiet tal-liaddiema Maltin gliandhom jinteressaw run­
hom aktar mlll-qrrb u jielidu sehem akbar fi s.kemi li pemnezz taglihom joglila 1-livel! 
t~' edukazzjoni· u 1-livell tekniku tal-liaddiema Ma1tin. Hemm zewg modi kif nistghu 
~liqu dan 1--gnan - se jingliata nkuraggiment shin u l-gliajnuna kollha lill-had­
diema, kemm fis-settur pubb1iku kif ukoll fis-settur privat, li jkunu jridu jielidu 
seh~ bliala studenti/liaddiema fi skemi ta' edukazzjoni li jgliinuhom jizviluppaw 
s-snaJ}a' tekniCi u jakkwistaw kwalifiki li gliandhom x'jaqsmu direttament fix-xo­
gli?l Jew fil-professjooi taglihom. I.:-gliaqdiet tal-liaddiema Maltin ghandhom jielidu 
nsieb ukoll li jhejju programmi ta' edukazzjoni gliall-liaddiema taglihom li perrnezz 
taglihom dawn ikollhom sens akbar tad-dmirijiet u ta1-obbligi taglihom lejn il-pajjiz 
f'waqt ta' bidla li blia1issa gliaddejjin minnu. 
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Waqt li 1-pajjiz iliares lejn il-gejjieni b'kuragg u b'determinazzjoni, il-fatt li 
wiehed jaf li din il-bidla ft-istruttura ekonomika t<tgl'tna se tkun il-pedament 1i fuqu 
nibnu l-isforzi nazzjonali taghna fis-snin li gejjin, jagl'tti tifsira akbar 1il dak li rridu 
naghmlu. Il-pajji:i kollu issa jaf rninghajr 1-icken dubju 1i 1-mixja tieghu lejn il-pro­
gress hi mixja lejn il-kisba ta' dinjita u ta' rispett ghalina nfusna - lejn hajja gdida 
mibnija fuq 1-isforzi taghna stess u fuq newtralita attiva 1i permezz taghha nkunu 
qed nalidmu glial stabbilita fir-regjun tal-Mediterran, gliall-progress socjali u ghall­
paci. 

Mglioddi mill-Kamra tad-Deputati fis-Seduta Nru. 216 tas-27 ta' Novembru, 
1978. 



Short title. 

Supplement 
to the Plan. 

(Section 2) 

I assent. 

/ December, 1978 

ACT No. XXV of 1978 

AN ACT to make provision in respect of a Supplement to the De­
velopment Plan for the period 1973-80. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the House of Representatives, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: 

1. This Act may be cited as the Developm~nt Plan (Supple­
ment) Act, 1978. 

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 2 of the Develop­
ment Plan Act 1976, the Supplement to the Development Plan for 
Malta 1973-80 contained in the Schedule of this Act shall also serve 
as a basis for investment programmes and as an instrument for the 
guidance of economic growth and social progress for the period end­
ing 31st March, 1980. 

SCHEDULE 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR MALTA 1973-80 

SUPPLEMENT 

FOREWORD 

Planning is a continuous process, especially in a small developing island eccr 
nomy such as Malta's which is very sensitive to international economic events. 

Significant progress has already been achieved in the implementation of various 
schemes and programmes on the lines of the strategy outlined in the 1973-80 Deve­
lopment Plan. The development exercise in the last years, however, has also spread 
along other openings which are being discovered with the rapid conversion of Malta 
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into a major Mediterranean Centre. These new opportunities have already been 
evaluated by various Ministries and other development-oriented organisation_s as 
evidence of a strong contribution towards the attainment of the overall nattonal 
objectives. 

At this stage, the publication of this Plan Supplement will form an adequate 
basis for discussion by those sections of the Maltese community which are particu­
larly concerned with the Island's process of economic development. In the light of 
public reaction to this document, the Plan Supplement will be discussed and 
approved in Parliament, thus ensuring a deeper national commitment to the new 
tasks ahead which should provide a major stimulus to the more traditional arees of 
Malta's economic growth. 

I - INTRODUCTION 

Malta is now about half way through the 1973-80 Development Plan. This is 
perhaps the right moment to review and assess progress achieved so far in the light 
of domestic developments and of a changing international environment. This assesS­
ment should also provide the opportunity to fit within the overall national strategy 
new experiences and ideas acquired since the Plan was launched in 1973; these 
cannot but bolster Malta's development. 

This Plan Supplement is therefore divided broadly into three main sections. 
The first section is an appraisal of the development effort to date- a wide ranging 
look at the political, economic and social performance of the Maltese Islands since 
1971. The second part contains a broad indication of the extent and magnitude of 
the major tasks and objectives ahead. The final section reviews new opportunities 
for development which, if grasped and explored fully, would become Malta's 
additional avenues for development to strengthen the strategy detailed in the Plan. 

The basic objective of the 1973-80 Development Plan, and of this Supplement, 
is to lead the Maltese Islands to a situation of full economic viability whereby the 
expenditure by British military forces stationed on the Island - on which Malta's 
economy was traditionally dependent - will be phased out completely by end­
March 1979 when the British military base on the Island will be closed down. 

The inspiration of this Supplement too remains that of the original Plan itself. 
Notwithstanding the turbulence of external economic upheavals of 1974 and 1975 
from which Malta could not and did not escape unscathed, the Island's political 
commitment remains solid and unshaken. By the set date - 31st March 1979 -
Malta will discard completely its traditional fortress .role and fashion a new way of 
life unlinked in any way to war, a role in which the Maltese people will earn their 
livelihood through honest endeavour and initiative in the fields of manufacturing, 
ship repairing, shipbuilding, agriculture, tourism, commerce and other services. 

This new role will come about primarily through self-help, because this is the 
basic philosophy of the Maltese Labour Government. The people of Malta voted for 
this philosophy in June 1971 and renewed their mandate in September 1976. 

The Maltese people are facing this new historic task with courage and deter­
mination. The country has embarked with enthusiasm along the path which it has 
unequivocally chosen, and which has been clearly mapped out in the Development 
Plan, towards a life of friendly collaboration and harmony with all other countries 
particularly those nearby, a life of hard work, of moral rejuvenation, of true free­
dom. On this road of humane democratic socialism, the Maltese people will move 
forwa.rd in peace and prosperity. 
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II- PLAN PERFORMANCE 

POLITICAL FRONTIERS 

During the last six years Malta has striven incessantly for the emergence of a 
new order in the Mediterranean founded on an awareness of the basic interdepen­
dence of Western Europe and the Arab States. It is also ·Malta's firm conviction 
that it can only pursue this new path of neutrality and non-alignment in the service 
of peace if her efforts are supported by both Arabs and Europeans. 

For this purpose Malta's policies have been aimed at phasing out the country's 
dependence on the traditional exploitation of its strategic position for military 
purposes; peace-inspired economic activities and programmes will instead contri­
bute to the prosperity and social progress of the Maltese community within a 
framework of regional peace and stability. 

Malta's foreign policy has undergone a drastic change since 1971. It is now a 
policy of strict non-alignment to any of the two super powers based on the belief 
that their permanent military presence in the Mediterranean Sea does not serve the 
true interests of pe'ace in the region. Thus, in 1971 Malta closed down the NATO 
Headquarters to free itself from the political affiliations of the past and to lessen 
extraneous political influences in the central Mediterranean region. 

In March 1972 an Agreement was entered into with Britain which laid down the 
terms of the phasing out of the British military base. The Agreement not only 
excludes the use of •Malta for aggressive purposes against any state but also contains 
the explicit condition that, whatever the circumstances, Malta will never be used, 
even defensively, against any of the Arab states. In 1976 Malta joined the Group 
of 77 as a further indication of Malta's determination to join the ranks of the non­
aligned movement, free of any exclusive political attachments and links. 

Malta has at the same time striven unceasingly to improve relations and 
establish closer contacts with various European and Arab countries. As a result of 
the political and economic initiatives undertaken by Malta at the international 
level, there now exists close co-operation between Malta and other nations who 
genuinely share Malta's aspirations and ideals. The successful renegotiation of the 
Association Agreement with the European Economic Community, and the bilateral 
agreements on economic and technical co-operation with a wide range of countries 
including the Libyan Arab Jamahirija, Italy, China, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, France 
and W. Germany, all bear witness to the success which has been achieved by these 
new policies. 

Only through a deep sense of unity between all the states of the ,Mediterranean 
region and by the emergence of a new autonomous region can the vision of Medi­
terranean peace and prosperity be truly enhanced. This explains the firm stand 
taken by the Government of Malta at the Conference on Security and Co-operation 
in Burope held in Helsinki in 1975. Malta's initiative resulted finally in an agree­
ment by all participating states that there could be no European security without 
Mediterranean security. These efforts in Helsinki, as well as those at a later date in 
Belgrade, w!Il hopefully one day enable all Mediterranean states to speak with a 
common votce on matters that affect their security and political destiny. 

Malta's. role as a br!~ge for peac~ J;>etween the contine~ts of Europe and Africa 
~as no~ gamed recogmt10n and pohttcal support by vartous countries. To these 
tdeologtcal overtures have also been added strong links of an econ.omic nature 
forged with Malta's Mediterranean neighbours and other friendly countries sharing 
Malta's aspirations. 
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Malta's concern to establish a new political horizon for the Mediterranean area 
based on regional harmony and co-operation has been accompanied by an equally 
determined effort to modernize and to revitalise its own internal environment. In 
December 1974 a new Constitution was approved by the Maltese Parliament which 
made Malta a democratic republic within the Commonwealth founded on work and 
on respect for the fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual. It made Malta 
fully responsible for the management of its own affairs and allowed full freedom 
of conscience and religious belief. 

These principles, together with others which were enshrined in Malta's new 
constitution, should help the process of reform of the Maltese society and 
ultimately lead to the strengthening of national cohesion and solidarity - a spirit 
which is particularly vital at this crucial stage of the country's development. 

ECONO~CPERFORMANCE 

The attainment of Malta's political, economic and social objectives will not be 
possible without a restructuring of the economy in such a way as to make it more 
self-reliant and no long~r dependent on earnings derived from the rendering of 
military services. The strategy to achieve these objectives is based on industrially­
oriented growth with a prominent role being also assigned to market services, 
particularly tourism, shipping and commerce. 

By the end of 1976 economic performance in many respects was broadly in 
line with, or had even surpassed, the targets of the Development Plan. The relative 
importance of the foreign military base continued to decline. The rate of growth 
in real gross domestic product was considerably above the average projected for 
the whole Plan period. The designated growth sectors, particularly industrial 
enterprises and tourism, made steady progress. The rate of increase in real output 
was higher than anticipated due to an increase in the number of gainfully occupied 
persons and, in particular, to a fast rise in output per worker. Productivity was 
higher than originally assumed in the Plan as a result of increased labour efficiency 
and a fuller utilisation of available productive capacity. 

The Development Plan relies mainly on an economic structure based on a 
healthy industrial sector, although in the coming years the Government plans to 
develop fully those service industries which exploit Malta's unique geographic and 
other advantages. The fact that the directly productive sector increased its share of 
economic contribution from around 42 per cent in 1973 to about 48 per cent in 
1976 is a very encouraging sign. On the other hand, the share of non-market services 
which include the rendering of military services dropped from 22 per cent in 1973 
to 18 per cent in 1976. 

Since the Plan was launched, the manufacturing sector has made the desired 
rate of progress in spite of a background of international crises, including recession 
and inflation. The major driving force behind the upturn in economic activity 
during the last four years has been provided by the strong performance and the 
rapid growth of the export sector. After having successfully managed to survive the 
abrupt downswing in demand in Malta's principal export markets in the latter part 
of 1974, manufacturing output recovered sharply, rising from £M65 million in 1973 
t? £Ml31.8 million in 1976. The doubling of the value of output in such a short 
time reflects mainly a fuller utilization of existing productive capacity as well as the 
successful attraction and setting up of new enterprises since the launching of the 
Plan. 

Since 1973, 116 new manufacturing projects started production, Plan targets 
!or emp~oyment in manufacturing enterprises had aimed at an addition of 7,600 
JObs durmg the years 1973 to 1976; in fact by the end of 1976 about 8,700 new jobs 
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were provided. These additional employment opportunities coupled with the growth 
in manufacturing output are in themselves a healthy indication of the success 
achieved by intensive efforts to seek new export outlets and to maintain local com­
petitiveness in foreign markets by judicious control over domestic prices and 
production costs. Domestic exports grew from £M31.8 million in 1973 to £M80.1 
million in 1976, representing an increase in volume of about 67 per cent which is 
again ahead of Plan target. 

The tourist industry too made remarkable progress despite the depressive 
economic conditions prevailing in countries from which come the majority of 
tourists visiting Malta. The number of tourist arrivals in 1976 was 339,537 com­
pared with a Plan target of 289,200. This impressive performance was also reflected 
in the amount of foreign exchange earned from this sector and permitted increased 
profitability and a higher rate of occupancy in hotels and other tourist accommoda­
tion which were previously underutilized. 

In 1976 gross national product per head reached an average of £M730 com­
pared to £M413 in 1973. When allowance is made for price increases, this represents 
an average rate of real increase of about 15 per cent per year, which was above anti­
cipation. The benefits from the increase in national income were fairly apportioned 
between the various social groups through a conscious policy aimed at improving 
the relative incomes of the most needy. 

RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF FOREIGN MILITARY BASE 

Table ILl 

1973 1974 I 1975 1976 

A. (a) Rent for British Base (fiM mil- I lion) 13.5 13.6 13.5 13.0 
(b) Current Government Revenue 

(£M million) 54.6 71.6 81.6 97.6 

(a) as a % of (b) 24.7% 19.0% 16.5 % 13.3% 

B. (a) Receipts from Military Services 
at British Base (£M million) ... 28.7 27.3 31.1 27.7 

(b) Gross foreign exchange earn-
ings (£M million) 105.9 142.7 168.2 206.0 
(a) as a % of (b) 27.1 % 19.1 % 18.5% 13.4% 

c. (a) Employment with British Base 4,892 4,423 4,166 3,329 
(b) Total Employment 102,981 102,310 107,814 110,518 

(a) as a % of (b) 4.8 % 4.3% 3.9% 3.0 % 

Notes: A (a) and (b): Amounts refer to financial years which start in April and end in March of the 
following year. 

8 (a): Made up of sales to British Servicemen and dependents, materials and contracts, pay· 
ments for public utilities. wages earned by Maltese employees and Base Rent. 
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SOURCE AND ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES 

(at factor cost 1973 prices) 
Table ll.2 

I 
1 

I I 1976 

1973 1974 1975 

I 
£Mm £Mm £Mm Actual 1 A~ge Annual 

£Mm Rate of Change 

I 
-• 

% 

SOURCE 
I 

GOP at factor cost ... ... . .. .. ... , 100.9 116.0 

I 
140.7 167.0 

I 
18.3 

Imports of Goods and Services ... ... 98.0 109.2 110.9 125.2 8.5 

TOTAL ... . .. ... ... . .. 198.9 225.2 I 251.6 292.2 13.7 

ALLOCATION 
I I I I 100.2 110.3 

I 

118.1 132.9 9.8 I Consumption ... ... ... ... .. . I Gross Investment 23.4 26.8 27.9 36.9 

I 
16.4 

I 
... ... . .. ... 

I Exports of Goods and Services 
···~ 88.1 105.6 122.4 17.6 ... I 

TOTAL ... ... . .. . .. ... I 198.9 225.2 I 251.6 I 292.2 I 13.7 I 

NOTE: Actual figures for 1976 are provisional. 

Plan 
£Mm 

122.1 

123.2 

245.3 

112.8 

32.2 

100.3 

245.3 
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I Average Annual 
Rate of Change 

1-~ 
~ 
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Expenditure on consumption as a proportion of income during the ye_ars 
1973-76 moved in the desired direction with an increasing volume of consumptiOn 
being accompanied by a higher proportion of income saved. Consumption i~ real 
terms grew by about 9.8 per cent; this is substantially higher than the proJected 
growth rate of 4 per cent envisaged in the Plan. The growth of income was, 
however, also much higher than anticipated. Consumption expenditure in money 
terms rose at an average annual rate of 14.6 per cent during the last three years 
compared with an increase of 22 per cent in gross national product. 

The real gross fixed capital formation and expenditure on investment up to 
1976 were also broadly in line with Plan targets. Considering that during the initial 
years of a plan period the rate of investment is normally expected to be on a lower 
scale, gaining momentum in later years, investment by the private sector w_as in line 
with anticipated requiremt' !1ts, while public sector invt:>stment increased Ill fact at 
a faster pace than projected. 

INVESTMENT 

Table II.3 
(at factor cost 1973 prices) 

Plan Actual 

I 
1973/79 1973 / 76 

£M million £M .rnilli<m 

Public investment ... ... ... ... 94.2 46.9 

Private investment ... ... ... . .. 119.0 54.9 

Total gross fixed capital formation ... 213.2 101.8 

The vast programme of public sector investment to strengthen the infrastruc­
ture and embark on new productive projects was well in advance of Plan targets. 
In the four year period between April 1973 and March 1977 total capital expendi­
ture reached £M102.4 million. This expenditure was incurred on fixed capital and by 
way of capital subscriptions in commercial and other ventures. 

Major infrastructural projects which have already reached an advanced stage 
of execution include the airport extension, harbour development, improvement in 
the road network, the extension of the sewage system and the borehole and water 
conservation schemes. The internal and external telecommunications systems too 
are being vastly expanded to meet existing and future demand . 

Several other facilities and services essential for development were improved 
or introduced. An efficient commercial banking system in which the people of 
Malta have a direct interest is now in operation, while the Investment Finance 
Bank has been established as provided for in the Plan to make available investment 
finance for industrial projects on terms beyond those. normally provided by com­
mercial banks. Thus, the Investment Finance Bank can provide medium and long 
term finance and can also take equity participation in pro:iuctive activities. It is 
also geared to underwrite stocks issued on the local money market and to channel 
domestic savings to industrial, tourist and other development projects by launching 
development stocks or bonds for public subscription. 
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The national air and shipping lines were set up to ensure better means of com­
munication in the interest of Malta's expanding manufacturing and t ouri st indus­
tries. Other essential services, such as oil importation and storage, and telecommu­
nications including broadcasting were brought under Maltese ownership and 
control. 

Capital expenditure was also incurred by the Government on directly produc­
tive ventures such as the "!Zra' u Rabbi" project for the development of agriculture 
and the trawler fishing project. In the industrial field the Government supplemented 
private investment initiatives by setting up a number of enterprises on its own with 
foreign technical assistance or on a joint venture basis with foreign private investors 
and public agencies. 

The Drydocks was reorganised and turned into a viable enterprise. At the 
same time a vast programme to increase ship repair facilities and to introduce 
shipbuilding facilities on a large scale was embarked upon an d is well in progress. 
This programme includes the construction of a 300,000 ton dock with Chinese 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE BY THE PUBLIC SECTOR 

Table II.4 £M million 

1973!74* 1974/75* 1975!76* 1976/77* I Total I 
INVESTMENT 

~-· 

Ship repair and Shipbui-lding 1.1 1.1 3.7 4.3 10.2 
Development of Industries 6.1 2.0 12.7 8.9 29.7 
Tourism 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 1.5 
Telecommunications 0.2 0.6 3.9 2.5 7.2 
Agriculture and Fisheries ... 0.5 1.3 0.7 0.9 3.4 

8.3 5.4 21.3 17.0 52.0 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
Airport Development 0.5 1.5 2.4 3.2 7.6 
Port Development 0.4 0.8 1.8 1.7 4.7 
Electricity* • 1.0 1.1 0.9 0.9 3.9 
Water 0.3 0.5 1.1 0.9 2.8 
Roads •• J 1.1 1.8 2.0 1.4 6.3 
Sewers 0.3 0.4 1.8 1.4 3.9 

3.6 6.1 10.0 9.5 29.2 

SOCIAL 
Health 0.2 0.5 1.1 1.2 3.0 
Education 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.9 
Housing 1.8 2.6 4.1 4.6 13.1 
Public Property, etc. 3.0 0.3 0.5 0.4 4.2 

----
5.3 3.7 5.9 6.3 21.2 

----
TOTAL ... 17.2 15.2 37.2 32.8 102.4 

• Financial years starting in April and ending in March . 
•• Including expenditure by the Malta Electricity Board. 
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technical and financial assistance and the construction of the Marsa Shipbuilding 
Yard in which an equity participation from the Libyan Arab Jamahirija has been 
secured. These two projects should help to establish Malta as the leading ship 
repair and shipbuilding centre in the Mediterranean. 

The overall trend in the volume of imports was consistent with Plan anticipa­
tions while exports were ahead of projections. The trade deficit, which widened 
considerably during 1974 due to a marked rise in the value of imports caused by 
the rise !n oil prices and inflation abroad, was narrowed in later years. The propor­
tion of exports to imports also improved from 41 per cent in 1973 to 54 per cent 
in 1976. 

Notwithstanding the adverse effects of external price increases and depressed 
market conditions in Malta's major trading partners, the balance of payments 
turned out to be healthier than anticipated. The rise in exports, the increased 
income from tourism and the substantially higher income accruing from Maltese 
investments abroad generated handsome surpluses on current account, and total 
foreign reserves rose from £M160.2 million in 1973 to £M286.6 million in 1976. 

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS CURRENT ACCOUNT 

(Current Prices) 
Table Il.5 £M million 

I I 1976 
1973 1974 

I 
1975 (Prov.) 

Exports of goods and services ... ... 

I 
75.3 110.4 I 137.3 171.7 

Imports of goods and services ... ... -98.0 -148.4 -159.7 -195.8 

Net investment income from abroad ... I 7.5 I 12.5 I 18.3 19.2 

Net transfers ... . .. . .. ... I 28.5 30.6 I 29.2 31.9 
I 

Current Account Balance I +13.3 + 5.1 I + 25.1 + 27.0 ... 
I 

During the years 1973-76 manpower resources rose faster than projected in the 
Plan. This was mainly due to the net repatriation of 2,698 Maltese citizens in 1975 
and 1976 instead of the projected net emigration of 6,000 persons. Other factors 
contributing towards an increase in the number of people seeking work included 
the shedding of labour by established firms adversely hit by world recession which 
also had a dampening effect on the rate of job creation in other firms with addi­
tional employment potential; and the release of workers from low-productivity 
economic activities. These were unable to absorb fully the higher labour costs 
resulting from the introduction of a national minimum wage in November 1974 and 
of other significant improvements in labour conditions deemed essential for the 
welfare of workers in general. 

Employment in most economic sectors was broadly in line with Plan projec­
tions. Agriculture, transport and communications employed a larger number of 
persons than had been anticipated, while the private building industry experienced 
a net shortfall as a substantial part of the public works programme previously 
performed by private contractors was undertaken directly by workers in the labour 
corps. 
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The rate of providing new jobs in the manufacturing sector was maintained at 
a steady pace, even though these efforts were severely affected by the adverse 
conditions in foreign markets and by a marked reluctance by some prospective 
entrepreneurs to take investment decisions dur;ng such an internationally difficult 
period. The fact that the net incre::tse in employment in the manufacturing sector 
was lower than projected while the growth in production was much higher than 
expected can be explained by the marked rise in output per worker. It is estimated 
that the value of real output per worker in th;s sector since 1973 increasej by an 
average annual rate of around 8 per cent against '1 .5 per cent originally assumed in 
the Plan. 

EMPLOYMENT 
Table II.6 

1976 

1973 1'974 1975 ----
Actual Plan 

I 
Projection 

Military Base ... 4,892 I 4,423 4,166 3,329 3,260 
Agriculture and fisheries 6,751 I 6,874 7,066 7,314 5,940 
Construction and quarrying . .. 4,364 5,026 5,022 4,705 6,030 
Government 20,436 19,801 I 19,471 20,937 20,900 
Industrial enterprises ... 31,664 31,351 32,094 34,025 40,070 
Hotels and private services .. 12,639 13,134 12,662 12,666 13.150 
Other services ... 17,913 18,053 I 19,523 19.666 18,070 
Labour Corps ... 4,322 3,648 7,810 7,876 2,090 

TOTAL ... 102,981 102,310 107,814 110,518 109,510 
Registered Unemployed 4,823 6,641 4,894 4,898 2,340 

Labour Force ... 107,804 108,951 112,708 115,416 111,850 

SOCIAL PROGRESS 

The social objectives of Malta's development effort are aimed at meeting the 
basic needs of the community for better housin5, he1lth services, e1u':3.tion and 
work opportunities, as well as the creation of a better and more highly motivated 
environment in which the Maltese community can lead a more satisfying life with 
a deeper sense of purpose. Malta's internal social environment is not as heavi ly 
unbalanced as that found in several develop;ng countries where very wide 
differences in living standards and social conditions exist. Moreover, the efforts of 
recent years especially, have been largely instrument:::] in bridging the gaps that 
existed between the various social groups. Mainly as a result of the social policies 
followed, a deep sense of social cohesion has been instilled in Maltese society. 

The development effort during the last few years has been accompanied by a 
firm determination to ensure that the success registered in the economic sphere is 
accompanied by a fair distribution of available resources especially to the weak. 
the aged and the infirm and to those who, through no fault of the~r own, cannot 
participate actively in the development exercise. As a result of the various measures 
which have been undertaken to ensure a more equitable distribution of national 
resources, the Maltese community is now more alert and alive to the need of 
ensuring adequate living standards for all its members. 
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Furthermore, with the elimination of all undue privileges, there is now a 
recognition of the basic principle that every possible opportunity should be afforded 
to the full development of the human personality. There now exists full scope and 
opportunity for every citizen to come forward in his particular sphere of activity 
in the firm knowledge that success depends solely on individual effort and capabili­
ties. This principle has also been enshrined in the Constitution since only through 
this feeling of social solidarity can the nation feel itself fully equipped to obtain the 
tull support and to secure the participation of all its citizens in the years to come 

The Government has not failed to put these ideas of social harmony into 
practice and to translate its beliefs into a line of action by various policy measures 
which have now gained the full support and backing of the various sections of the 
community. As a result, encouraging progre;;s has already been registered in the 
fulfilment of the basic social objectives inspiring the Development Plan. These aim 
at the creation of a welfare state based on a sustained improvement in living 
standards and in the well-being of the people with due consideration to those 
sections of the community who would otherwise not secure their fair and rightful 
share of the fruits of economic progres~ 

With these aims in view the Government has adopted wages and incomes 
policies ensuring an equitable distribution of income and regular wage increases 
have been awarded to all employees in line with local price movements and overall 
productivity. The introduction of the national minimum wage in November 1974; 
the compulsory payment of a yearly bonus to all w.:>rkers as from 1975; the grant 
of parity in wages to women in all sectors in A ~ril 1976; the compulsory grant of 
cost of living increases to workers in private employment equivalent to those 
granted to public sector employees; and the payment of adult wage rates as from 
April 1977 to employees reaching the age of 18 years were all measures promoting a 
better income distribution and social justice. 

The prices and incomes policy adopted by the Government is also designed to 
help the process whereby the strong contribute to the well-being of the weak and 
the needy. The regular increases in the various forms of State assistance- such as 
old age pensions, national insurance benefits and social assistance payments - also 
take into account the need to ensure that the benefi:::iuie;; particip1te and enjoy 
their share of the nation's progress. 

The operation of a progressive tax structure seeks to distribute resources more 
equitably and to narrow down wide disparities in e:trned incomes. The introduc­
titon of children's allowances in November 1974 has also served to enable Maltese 
families to be in a better position to pro vi :ie for the upbringing of their children 
while the payment of subsidies has cushioned the effect of higher domestic prices. 

These policies and measures have been accompanied by schemes and pro­
grammes to strengthen the country's social infrastructure. A heavy investment 
expenditure has been incurred for the improvement of living conditions in line with 
the economic progress registered as the Plan unfolds. 

An area which has attracted public investment on an unorecendented scale is 
the Government's social housing programme. The Government, fully conscious of 
the socia.lly. disru~tive impact of a shortage of houses, gave high priority to this 
problem m Its social development pl?ns. As a result of the massive house construc­
tion programme which has been undertaken directly and financed by the Govern­
ment, a large number of housing schemes in various districts in Malta and Gozo 
~ave either already been completed or have reached an advanced stage of comple­
tiOn. Slum clearance schemes have also been given priority in an effort to eliminate 
slums •rhere people often live in an unhealthy environment. 
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As part of the continuing drive to raise health standards and in view of tlie· 
growing demand for hospital services, the Government embarked on a vast 
programme of hospital i~provement in accordance with Plan objectives. The 
projects undertaken include, among others, the modernisation of the operating 
theatres and maternity facilities at St Luke's Hospital, Malta's major acute general 
hospital; and the modernization of various wards rnd services in other State 
hospitals in line with modern standards of patient treatment. New basic health 
services a.re also being provided under the Plan. Such projects include the intensive 
Therapy Unit inaugurated in the summer of 1976 and the Children's Unit and the 
Geriatric Unit which are both under construction. 

The educational system too has heen considerably strengthened in line with 
the industrial and social objectives of the Development Plan. In order to build 
Malta's economic future on a healthy !ndustrial base, a number of trade schools 
have been opened to cater for manpower skills required by the expanding industrial 
sector. The rapid expansion of Malta's educational system especially at the tech­
nical level will ensure a more producti v·e labour force adequately equipped to fulfil 
its important function in Malta's industrial society. 

A great deal of attention has reccnlly been focussed on the need to secure 
closer coordination between the efforts of the two institutions of higher education 
in Malta - the Polytechnic and the University. These two institutions have a 
particularly vital part to play in the island's development process by providing the 
required technical and professional personnel. Consequently, the activities of the 
two institutions are kept under constant review so that their cutout is of direct 
relevance to the manpower needs of the island. In this connection -<.:ertain courses 
of study are being restructured and given a more practical basis so that the two 
institutions, while working closely together, will also endeavour to establish closer 
links particularly with industry and contribute positively towards the process of 
economic transformation. 

Rapid progress has already been registered in the fulfilment of the basic social 
objectives underlying the Development Plan. The creation of a humane community 
where a sense of social justice prevails has been accomplished and the whole 
nation is now fully aware of the strong binding force of social harmony and 
stability. Moreover, the fact that the Government is responding positively and 
swiftly to the social needs of the community by its housing, health and educational 
programmes, is a furth er indication of the firm commitment to make Malta a small 
but modern welfare state, fully aware of its responsibilities in the fulfilment of basic 
personal values and needs. 

III - BROAD ECONOMIC OBJECTIVES 

The principal development objecti ve remains the attainment of self-reliance 
mainly through export-oriented expansion. To attain a viable economic position 
and maintain self-sustaining prog1 ess implies a rate of growth of output and income 
which would: 

(a) replace income and employment derived from the rendering of 
military services; 

(b) make optimum use of available human resources; 

(c) permit a fair distribution of income and a continuous improvement in 
the quality of life of the whole Maltese community; 
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(d) generate sufficient foreign exchange earnings to meet import require­
ments without balance of payments constraints; 

(e) make possible a sufficient level of saving to match investment needs 
so as to ensure healthy and balanced economic growth; and 

(f) raise sufficient government revenue to finance public sector 
commitments. 

POPULATION AND MANPOWER 

Prior to 1975 emigration was a major factor affecting changes in the Maltese 
population. In 1975, for the first time ever, the number of Maltese citizens return­
ing from abroad was greater than the outflow of emigrants with the result that 
there was a net addition to the population. The new population projections assume 
that during the coming years net emigration will be nil. The Maltese population 
projected on this basis is estimated to increase by around 3,700 per year during the 
period 1976 to 1981. 

MALTESE POPULATION PROJECTIONS* 

Table III.l 

I Change Change 
1976 1979 1976!79 1981 1979/81 

Males ... . .. 147,000 153,000 + 6,000 156,800 +3,800 

Females ... . .. 158,000 163,200 + 5,200 166,600 +3,400 
t 

TOTAL ... .. . 305,000 316,200 +11.200 323,4{)0 +7,200 
I \ 

• Death rates and bir th rates are based on averages recorded during the years 1974 10 1976. 

Labour Supply 

Projections of the working-age population (males aged 16 to 64 years and 
females aged 16 to 59 years) show that the pool of potential workers will be increas­
ing significantly during the next five years if net emigration will be nil as assumed. 
The average annual increase in the number of persons of working age is estimated 
at around 2,5{)0 (1 ,500 men and 1,000 women). 

WORKING AGE POPULATION PROJECTIONS 

Table III.2 

Change Change 
1976 1979 1976/79 1981 1979/ 81 

Males aged 1~4 93,000 97,800 +4,800 100,400 +2,600 

Females aged 16-59 97,600 101,500 +3,900 102,800 + 1,300 

TOTAL ··· I 190,600 199,300 +8,700 203,200 +3,900 

-· 
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Not all pers-ons of working age will join the labour force as, for various 
reasons, not everyone within the active age group will necessarily be able or willing 
to work. To make an assessment of job requirements an estimate must therefore be 
made of the participation rates, that is, the proportion of persons in search of work 
out of the total active population. 

Separate participation rates operate for males and for females; one of the main 
reasons being that the majority of women give up employment after marriage. 
In 1976 the participation rate for men was about 92 per cent; it is assumed that this 
rate will continue to obtain during the next five years. 

The female participation rate in Malta - which was just over 30 per cent at 
the end of 1976 - is, of course, far below the rates obtaining in industrialised 
countries where the rates are about 50 per cent and over. It may be realistically 
assumed, however, that the participation rate for women in Malta is likely to rise 
with changes in social customs and increasing educational opportunities for girls. 
The supply of female labour is also affected by employment opportunities; in this 
respect the increasing demand for jobs by men may serve as a constraint on the 
increase in female participation. 

Demand for Manpower 

At the end of 1976 the number of gainfully occupied persons stood at 110,500. 
There were also about 4,900 registering for employment, bringing the total available 
labour supply to 115,4{)0. On the basis of revised projections the labour force is 
expected to rise by about 9,600 to 125,000 by 1979. 

The total number of new jobs which must be provided, however, besides 
taking into account the projected increase in the labour force, must also cope with 
the various labour redeployment programmes in line with the structural change in 
the Maltese economy. These new jobs must therefore also cater for the need to 
provide alternative employment to workers now employed by the British Services 
and who will be discharged by 1979; the loss of jobs in other sectors where declin­
ing employment levels are being anticipated; and the creation of employment 
opportunities in directly productive activities for a number of workers now serving 
in the various labour corps. 

Projects in hand or in the pipeline - such as the Red China Dock; the Marsa 
Shipbuilding Yard; new tourist projects; manufacturing firms which are still in the 
pre--production stage; and related activities - are together expected to provide 
around half of the total planned job requirements. The balance is expected to be 
provided by projects which should get under way in the coming years as a result 
of the various initiatives which are reviewed in the third section of this Plan 
Supplement. 

OUTPUT 

In order to meet the employment targets and make the best use of the 
projected manpower resources, it is estimated that the real gross domestic product 
will have to grow at an average annual rate of around 8 per cent. The expansion in 
real output will be the result of the increase in the number of workers as well as of 
an annual overall increase of about 5 per cent in real output per worker. 

The 1977-79 period will witness the complete phasing out of the British Military 
Base and its sub.stitution by the generation of economic activity, particularly of a 
directly productive nature. The volume of output of the directly productive sector 
will have to grow at a relatively fast rate in order to absorb the projected number 
of workers. 



Within the directly productive sector, manufacturing firms and ship repairing 
and shipbuilding enterprises will be required to raise substantially their contribu­
tion to gross domestic output and to increase the proportion of output intended 
for export. Market services, which include tourism, personal services, banking and 
the distributive t rades, will also be expected to raise their contribution to gross 
domestic product in line with the increase in directly productive activities, even 
though probably at a slower rate. 

In this respect tourism remains as one of the leading growth sectors in the 
coming years and still retains a particularly important role both as regards the 
earning of foreign exchange and as a source of employment. Recent experience in 
the tourist indust ry has shown that the Maltese Islands have now succeeded in 
building a reputation among international travel circles of being a pleasant holiday 
resort. 

However, although the attraction of higher levels of tourist traffic to Malta 
within the limits imposed by the island's size and other social constraints still 
remains one of the major objectives of tourist development policy, it is felt that 
increasing attention should be given to higher standards and more efficient service 
in the tourist t rade. Other main objectives remain a more even distribution of 
tourist arrivals during the year and the tapping of new tourist sources through 
effective promotion campaigns and easier communications. 

It is of course equally vital to ensure that the Maltese Islands maintain their 
competitive position in relation to other tourist destinations in the Mediterranean 
and that the availability of facilities for tourist accommodation is kept under 
constant review. In this connection, due consideration is being given to the con­
version of premises vacated by the British Services which could be utilized for this 
purpose. 

INVESTMENT 

In order to achieve the projected growth in domestic production, a relatively 
heavy amount of investment expenditure is needed. Investment needs comprise 
both the procurement of capital equipment for direct production as well as outlays 
for the execution of infrastructural projects. As regards the infrastructural 
programme outlined in the Seven Year Plan, a number of public sector projects have 
either already been completed and the necessary expenditure committed, or are 
nearing completion. Projects due for completion before 1979 include the airport and 
Grand Harbour development, internal and external telecommunications, the 
expansion of the electricity generation system, the extension of the sewage system, 
the modernization of hospitals and the housing programme. 

Directly productive projects already under way include the Drydocks develop­
ment, the Marsa Shipbuilding Yard, the factory building programme, the agricul­
tural and fisheries projects and the modernization of the milk pasteurization plant. 
Other projects earmarked for implementation during the coming years include the 
development of Marsaxlokk to provide modern port facilities especially for tran­
shipment; and the recycling of solid and liquid wastes to ensure a safe method of 
disposal and at the same time provide compost for soil enrichment and land 
reclamation, and irrigation water for agriculture. A subsequent stage of the latter 
project currently under consideration will be to treat water to render it suitable 
for recharging the aquifer. This would be supplementary to the other projects 
already in hand to increase water resources by the borehole and water catchment 
schemes. 

In addition to the capital expenditure by the Government on these major 
public sector projects and others of relatively lesser impnrtance, further capital will 
also be needed for investment in directly productive activities such as manufactur-
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ing and other enterprises which the Government will be undertaking on its own or 
on a joint venture basis with local and foreign enterpreneurs in line with the efforts 
of the last few years to establish in Malta a mixed economy. 

In order to finance this relatively heavy capital expenditure the Government 
will continue to rely on the buoyancy of the local economy to generate sufficient 
revenues from internal sources as well as income from foreign investments. This 
revenue will be supplemented by the exceptionally favourable finance facilities 
already at the Government's disposal from the European Economic Community, 
China, W. Germany, Saudi Arabia and other friendly countries. 

Indeed, the Government's intensified efforts to secure additional financial 
·resources for investment purposes have recently had very encouraging results. It is 
the Government's intention to tap these sources still further in the years to come 
since loan monies on concessional terms from foreign Governments or organiza­
tions, when used to finance important development projects, are of great benefit to 
Malta's economy. 

The Saudi Fund for Development for instance has already agreed to provide a 
loan of fifteen million dollars on soft terms for the M.arsaxxlokk project. Other 
Arab countries will also be encouraged by Saudi Arabia to provide additional 
finance for the project. 

The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development too has agreed to consider 
the provision of concessional finance for the solid and liquid wastes recycling 
project. The detailed preparation of the scheme will soon be assigned to one of a 
panel of consulting firms. The major beneficiary will be the "lira' u Rabbi" co­
operative project which has also been promised further technical assistance from 
foreign sources. 

The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development has also agreed to help in 
the financing of the fisheries development project on the basis of the feasibility and 
project preparation reports which were drawn up by the FAO. The main aim of the 
project is to build a modern fishing fleet of medium-powered trawlers which can 
exploit on a commercial basis the fish resources in the unexploited and fairly pro­
ductive fishing grounds which have been identified by the research vessel "Jurong" 
which was made available to Malta in 1976 /77 under F AO /UNDP auspices. It is 
planned that a number of vessels of the trawler fleet will be built by Malta Dry­
docks although it is expected that other arrangements will have to be worked out, 
including the chartering of vessels, in order to enable the project to be launched 
during the first half of 1978. 

FOREIGN TRADE AND PAYMENTS 

During this period of accelerated economic expansion there will be an increas­
ing need for all types of imports, particularly for capital goods and for industrial 
supplies required to sustain the projected volume of industrial output. It is there­
fore felt that it is the demand for consumer goods which has to be carefully 
watched; and every effort will be made during this period to restrain as much as 
possible the growth in imports for consumption, especially items of a non-essential 
nature. 

In order to avoid balance of payments difficulties it will be necessary to restrain 
the growth of imports of goods and services to a relatively slower rate than the 
desired increase in earnings from exports of goods and services. This is necessary 
to keep down the traditional deficit on goods and services transactions to a suffi.. 
ciently low limit which can be adequately compensated for by transfers of money 
on current and capital account without any undue strain on reserves. The balance 
of payments outturn will of course depend to a considerable extent on price 
lncrr.ases abroad and changes in the terms of trade. 
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IV- NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT 

The Labour Government has worked unceasingly since assuming office in 1971 
to give a new dimension to the Maltese way of life. As a result of its efforts, the 
will to translate this new vision of Malta as the centre in the Mediterranean, free 
from all super power affiliations but deeply committed to the cause of hard work 
and peace, has now gained considerable strength and depth among the Maltese 
community. 

Malta's search for a new role has been accompanied by vigorous efforts to fulfil 
these proposals on a practical basis that will be of lasting value to the Maltese 
economy and to a wider regional understanding. At a time when the nation faces its 
most formidable task in peace time, the Labour Government has constantly 
advocated the application of a philosophy of self-help and considers the work ethic 
as forming_ the keystone on which national efforts must mainly rely. These charac­
teristics will feature on an increasing scale in the years to come as the nation 
tackles the clearly identified tasks that must be undertaken in preparation for the 
start of Malta's new role in April 1979, and beyond. 

Since the Maltese electorate renewed its mandate in September 1976, the 
Labour Government has intensified the preparation of logistics for tackling the 
major tasks ahead. The rhythm of work on major development projects has been 
stepped up. The campaign to attract foreign investment is being undertaken with 
renewed vigour, and work will soon start on two new industrial estates at RicasoH 
and at Mal Far to provide sufficient factory space. 

At the same time, various other projects and schemes which can make a 
positive contribution to Malta's development effort are under active consideration 
by the Government. All these initiatives are moreover being accompanied by other 
measures to increase national productivity and to eliminate wasteful practices 
inherited from the past and which have no place in a modern community, firmly 
committed to the objectives that lie ahead. 

MANUFACTURING 

The Government, faithful to the role assigned to manufacturing industry in 
the Development Plan, still regards industrial production as Malta's vital growth 
sector and has already greatly intensified its efforts to encourage and promote the 
setting up of manufacturing firms. 

An aggressive campaign is therefore being embarked upon to attract invest­
ment from various countries in Europe, the American continent and Asia. The 
Government is fully determined to ensure the success of this campaign and foreign 
assistance is being sought to organize on modern professional lmes an efficient team 
of Maltese personnel trained in investment promotion and other related techniques. 
It will be the main task of this group to seek vigorously and to establish and main­
tain contact with prospective foreign state and private investors and to sell Malta 
as an industrial location which offers great potential and distinct possibilities for 
the future. It is felt that by creating this new imag~, Malta's industrialisation 
process will be backed by the type of investment on which its economic destiny so 
heavily relies. 

In this connection it is felt that, at this stage, local commercial banks and the 
Investment Finance Bank should participate more actively in the exercise to attract 
foreign investment to Malta. These institutions, through their contacts abroad, 
with their resources and experience, should now be more directly involved in 
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identifying Malta's partners in development and, in collaboration with the Malta 
Development Corporation, promote the participation of foreign state and private 
capital in Malta to sustain the tempo of industrial growth. 

The encouraging results which have recently crowned local efforts to attract 
strong British companies to invest in Malta have shown that even at a time. when 
entrepreneurs in industrialized countries are somewhat reluctant to take mvest­
ment decisions, Malta can stilt offer considerable advantages as an industrial 
location to potential investors that far outweigh any other considerations. Thus 
Malta can offer a highly disciplined and resourceful labour force, relatively low 
production costs, political and industrial stability and access to European and Arab 
markets. Malta can also, of course, offer firms outside the EEC the possibility of 
duty free access to Common Market countries. 

These attractions are further enhanced by the fact that through the joint 
venture model that has been constantly advocated by the Maltese Government, 
advanced industrial technology, coming mainly from developed Western countries, 
can be readily linked in Malta with Arab financial resources, thus securing for this 
partnership access to the relatively untapped Arab markets. By bringing these two 
partners together to set up industrial processes in Malta, these joint initiatives will 
not only generate productive employment opportunities for the Maltese labour 
force but will also help to establish Malta's industrial sector on a sound basis that 
will make a lasting contribution to Malta's economic development. 

Complementing this approach, will be the role that enterprises currently 
owned by the nation through the Government will be expected to play. The main 
emphasis will be on the need to rationalize their activities and to strengthen their 
organization to enable them to make a more effective contribution to Malta's 
industrial strategy. During the coming years, problems of technical organization and 
of social innovation will remain in the forefront. A first priority will therefore be 
the generation of local management knowhow, geared to autonomous action in the 
achievement of production and marketing objectives. 

At the same time, increased participation by workers in decision making at 
plant level will require the emergence of flexible and innovative leadership styles. 
Naturally , there are learning costs associated with these processes which have to be 
borne by the country. These costs, however, are themselves part of the learning 
cycle through which the Maltese economy, as a whole, is passing. The final objec­
tive of these industrial enterprises is workers' management and ownership. But it 
will be a mistake to expect the workers alone to shoulder the full burden of running 
them before these industries are set firmly on their feet. 

Joint Ventures 
The fact that Malta is attracting to its shores the investment of Arab funds in 

productive enterprises on a joint venture basis with local and other foreign capital 
is a firm indication of the wide confidence which exists in the growth potential ot 
the Maltese economy. These efforts to attract and promote further involvement of 
Arab capital in the Maltese economy and to increase the range and extent of Arab 
participation in the local manufacturing sector will be actively pursued in the 
coming years. 

It is with this aim in view that in October 1975 the Maltese and Libyan 
Governments reached agreement on the setting up of the Libyan Arab Maltese 
Holding Company Limited to develop and execute industrial, commercial, financial 
~d fis~i~g P.roje~ts and related act.iviti.es and in this way promote the process of 
md~tnahsat10n m. the two countn~s m a com,plementary manner. The original 
capital of the Holdmg Company wh1ch stood at £M2 million was subsequently 
increased by £M6.4 million in July 1976. 
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The activities of the Libyan Arab Maltese Holding Company Limited have so 
far been extremely encouraging and the results already achieved show there is 
ample scope for increased industrial contacts and joint investment projects between 
the two countries. In August 1976 the Libyan Arab Maltese Holding Company 
Limited made its first major decision when it acquired a fifty per cent share-holding 
in the Malta Shipbuilding Company Limited which is responsible for the construe.. 
tion and running of the new shipbuilding yard at 'Marsa. 

The Holding Company took its second big step in March 1977 when in colla­
boration with the giant Brazilian consortium, Madebras, it set up the Marlibras 
International Trading Company Limited with an authorised capital of two million 
Malta pounds. On the basis of the agreement reached with Madebras, Malta will be 
used as a centre to import, warehouse, kiln-dry and distribute Brazilian timber to 
European, Middle East and African markets (for the time being with the exclusion 
of Algeria, Spain and Iraq). Marlibras International Trading Company Limited will 
not, however, concern itself exclusively with importing, processing and re-exporting 
timber. The agreement also stipulates the setting up of various subsidiary com­
panies to manufacture wood products, including panellings, mouldings, doors and 
windows, handles for hand tools, and domestic and industrial furniture. 

This is the type of joint venture that Malta's industrial sector requires - a 
form of association with strong foreign interests which links access to foreign 
technical know-how with good marketing prospects on the basis of combined local 
and foreign capital. In the relatively short period since it has been set up, the 
Libyan Arab Maltese Holding Company Limited has already established itself as a 
dynamic organization. Various areas of joint development are constantly being 
identified and active consideration is also being given, among other projects, to the 
setting up of a sugar refinery in Malta capable of sup.plying the re-=1uirements of 
Malta and Libya and also of exporting to other countries. 

The bilateral economic and technical co-operation agreement which have been 
entered into with various countries, including Yugoslavia, Pakistan, Spain and 
other friendly countries should help to stimulate stronger economic links with these 
countries including the possibility of setting up joint ventures with private and I or 
public investment organizations. These new relations can ,play a very useful !part in 
Malta's industrialization process since they serve to establish contacts and to iden­
tify the range of products that could be of mutual interest both for production and 
marketing purposes. 

Development of Metal Industries 

As regards the range of industrial activities which is considered to offer the 
greatest potential for investment in Malta, metal industries and the industrial 
engineering sector in particular, offer considerable advantages. Malta has tradi­
tionally possessed engineering skills due to its long association with ship repair 
activities and can therefore readily provide the skilled labour required by this 
·sector of industry. Moreover, higher and more so,phisticated skills can be added 
and developed within a short time. 

Engineering products are relatively labour intensive and possess a high content 
of locally added value. Consequently, the development of metal industries is being 
giv~n priority since this will also in the long run help to diversify Malta's manufac­
turing sector away from an unduly excessive reliance on textiles and clothing 
manufactures which are acknowledged to be very sensitive to fluctuating and 
unstable market conditions and which accounted for some 38% of the gross output 
of manufacturing industry in 1976. 
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No opportunity must therefore be lost to locate these industrial activities in 
Malta and prospective entrepreneurs willing to establish these processes - besides 
being encouraged by the existing range of inducements - should also be attracted 
by the Government's decision to set up a central f<YUDdry to service local require­
ments. Active consideration is also being given by the Government in close colla­
boration with UNIDO to the setting up of a Metal Industries Development Centre. 
Once this centre is established and starts to function on a regular basis, Malta 
should become an even more attractive location for new metal engineering indu!r 
tries especially in view of its manpower resources trained specifically for this type 
of activity. Existing metal industries will also stand to benefit from the operations 
of the proposed Metal Industries Development Centre which will promote 
improved production techniques and marketing facilities. 

The Metal Industries Development Centre will also contribute positively 
towards the expansion and possible diversification of existing industries. Another 
important task of the Centre will consist in identifying the new metal processes and 
the new types of engineering activities which could be undertaken in Malta on the 
basis of their marketing prospects overseas. 

Moreover, this Centre - which is expected to be run initially under an 
expatriate project manager - wiU also seek to provide the required technical 
support and knowhow in the manufacture of various engineering products in 
existing and new industries; jt wiii also seek to develop and upgrade local skills in 
the design, planning and production stages, including on the job training in modern 
manufacturing techiques. The Centre could also be instrumental in the setting up 
of new industdes in the field of metal working precision engineering. 

Malta·EEC Relations 
These practical initiatives to stimulate Malta's industrial capacity are however 

in themselves not enough. They have to be backed by other efforts to secure and 
maintain access to larger foreign markets for the widest possible ran~e of Maltese 
products as well as by measures to ensure that in the years ahead Maltese indus­
tries can stand on their own and compete on even terms in foreign markets. 

The involvement of the European Economic Community in Malta's develo~ 
ment process has therefore been of the utmost concern to the Government, and 
although relations with the Community have been strengthened, Malta is still 
seeking to enter into a more profitable partnership with the Community which will 
positively help Malta to build up its economic strength. 

The main weaknesses of the Association Agreement with the EEC which wa.e 
signed in 1970 were blatantly obvious. The gradual dismantling of tariff barriers, 
while providing Maltese industry with the opportunity to tap and exploit European 
markets to counterbalance the obvious limitations of the domestic market, also 
meant, however, that Malta's industry was exposed to the direct competition of 
its much stronger European counterparts when it was clearly not equipped to do 
so. Malta's infant industrial sector is still relatively inexperienced and vulnerable; 
it severely lacks managerial skills and technological capacity, and it relies heavily 
on imported raw materials. In the circumstances, the original Association Agree­
~ent m~de insuffi~ient. aUowance for Mal~a's bu~ding industry and did not protect 
It sufficiently agamst Its more powerful mdustnal counterparts in the EEC. The 
Association Agreement also failed to involve the EEC more directly in the attraction 
to Malta of strong European industrial firms in order to contribute directly to the 
development of Malta's ,industrial sector. 

The efforts of the Government to revise the Association Agreement with the 
EEC were finall.Y rewarded in March 1976. The revised agreement not only includes 
measures to reinforce and extend economic relations existing under the original 
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agreement but also binds the Community and Malta to institute forms of co-opera­
tion with the aim of contributing to !Malta's development and of strengthening exist­
ing economic links. This co-operation between the Community and Malta will seek 
to promote, in particular, participation by the Community in efforts to develop 
Malta's production and economic infrastructure in order to diversify the island's 
economic structure; in the marketing and sales promotion of Maltese exports; and 
in the implementation of Malta's industrial development programmes including the 
fostering of links and contacts between Community indll!Strial poHcy....makers, pro­
moters and firms and their Maltese counterparts. 

The revised Association Agreement also includes a Fdnancial Protocol where­
by the Community has committed a total of 26 million units of account to parti­
cipate in the financing of projects designed to contribute to the economic and 
social development of Malta. This amount is made up of 16 million units of account 
in the form of loans from the European Investment Bank on normal terms; 5 million 
units of account in the form of loans on special ternns; and 5 million units of account 
in the form of grants. These funds are earmarked for the financing, or part finan­
cing, of projects such as capital projects in the fields of production and economic 
and social infrastructure and for programmes of technical co-operation. 

The Financial Protocol to the Revised Agreement required ratification by the 
Member States; but the Community has recently agreed that co·operation with 
Malta on the terms of the revised Agreement can take place even though the Pro­
tocol has not yet been ratified. This in effect means that Malta can now start 
availing itself of technical and financial assistance from the Community; and it has 
accordingly been agreed that a team of European experts should be formed to 
identify Malta's industrial needs including the identification of European partners 
for 1joint ventures. 

Malta has also secured, through the revised Agreement, access to European 
technological know-how suited to its specific needs. It is the Government's firm 
intention to tap this opportunity fully in the years ahead to enable Maltese institu. 
tions to keep abreast with technological progress abroad that may be of practical 
benefit and of direct interest to the local situation. This access to Euro-pean 
research knowledge is particularly vital since, in view of local limitations, Malta 
can never aspire to build its own technological base and must necessarily depend 
on similar contacts with European research and development institutions. 

The initial contacts which have been established with the Directorate General 
for Research, Science and Education and with the Joint Research Centre of the 
Commission of the European Communities have proved encouraging. As a result, 
it is now hoped that co-operatio.n in th_is field between !Malta and the EEC will 
include the provision of technical documentation relevant to Malta's requirements; 
visits by Maltese scientists to the establishments of the Joint Research Centre, 
and attendance at courses organized by these establishments; expert advice on 
specific technical enquiries including visits to Malta by officials of the Commis­
sion and the acceptance of Maltese trainees in the establishments of the Joint 
Research Centre according to existing Community procedures. The specific areas 
~hich have already been identified for scientific and technological co-operation 
I~clude the application of solar energy to heating, cooling, refrigeration, desalina­
tiOn and the production of electricity; environmental protection, with special 
emphasis on problems of air and water pollution, and of toxic chemicals; and 
standardization in areas linked with industr:ial activities. 

The obvious advantages of a freer flow of Maltese products into European 
markets need hardly be stressed. The increase in the scale of manufacturing 
~xports required to fulfil Malta's economic targets presupposes success in market­
mg strategies and, although the merit of a product is a vital consideration, the 
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availability of markets which are receptive to local products is equally important. 
In this respect, trade agreements with foreign countries, and concessional arrange-­
ments to promote an easier flow of ·Maltese exports·, are obviously of great benefit 
to local industry. It may be added that since the volume of local production can 
only cover a very insignificant proportion of European requirements these arrange­
ments pose no real problems to European firms. 

Under the first phase of the 1970 Association Agreement, 'Malta's industrial 
exports to the Community, apart from certain exceptions notably major textile 
items, were accorded a reduction of 70% of the EEC tariff, subject to specific rules 
of origin. In 1974, the Labour Government succeeded in hav ing removed the re­
maining 30% on the basis of an annual unilateral arrangement whereby the Com­
munity accords Malta treatment equivalent to GSP. In June 1976, moreover, the 
EEC accorded Malta tariff reductions ranging from 40 to 60% on the main agri­
cultural exports. 

Following further negotiations between Malta and the EEC which were aimed 
at cushioning the effect on Malta of Britain's full absorption into the EEC as from 
the 1st July 1977, and which also sought to obtain improvements for Malta in the 
existing arrangements, agreement was reached between the two sides on the 29th 
June, 1977. As a result, the first stage of the Association Agreement, which had in 
fact already expired, was extended until 31st December, 1980. It was also agreed 
that the content of the second stage will only be defined during negotiations to be 
held during 1980. Moreover, the provisions governing the first stage of the agre~ 
ment were supplemented by other provisions ensuring concessionary terms of entry 
for Maltese goods, particularly textiles and agricultural products, in EEC countries. 
By ensuring a more favourable reception for Malta-made goods in EEC markets, 
the magnitude of the challenge facing Malta's exports in an extremely competitive 
environment is thus somewhat eased. 

Industrial Management Education 

Malta's main concern in the last few years has been to set up industrial 
enterprises to provide employment opportunities for the local labour force and to 
increase production output mainly for the foreign market. Although manufacturing 
exports have been rising consistently, it will henceforth be necessary to direct 
greater attention than has perhaps been given up to now to the challenges faced 
by Maltese exports in an increasingly competitive marketing environment. 

Malta's industrialisation. process cannot at this stage fail to give due attention 
to the development of the required managerial and technical skills on which the 
industrial strategy so heavily relies ;for the attainment of the country's set econo­
mic targets. Only in this way can local products reach standards which will enable 
them on their own merits to withstand• the pressures of overseas markets which 
are bound to get increasingly stiff in the years ahead. 

At this stage the development of a comprehensive policy for industrial manage-­
ment education in Malta is of the utmost importance if Maltese products are to 
compete on an equal footing with other products in terms of function, design, 
quality and price. In this respect, the organisation of specialised practically­
oriented management courses in Malta and schemes whereby Maltese students 
can participate in business management courses abroad that are of direct relevance 
to the local situation should help to lessen the traditional weaknesses of the 
Maltese industrial sector in these areas. 
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MALTA AS A MAJOR SERVICING CENTRE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

One of the most important attitudes which the Government has constantly 
urged and encouraged the nation to adopt as part of the Plan strategy is a readiness 
to discard traditional avenues when these no longer form an adequate basis for the 
achievement of expected results, and a willingness to grasp other new opportuni­
ties. A flexible approach to the solution of the country's development problems is 
an attitude which, while taking full advantage of local circumstances, would enable 
the nation to draw upon newly found resources and experiences to supplement 
other initiatives. 

Thus the Plan expressly states: "Planning in Malta must be particularly 
flexible. Flexibility means the creation and encouragement of attitudes and institu 
tions that are capable of making good use quickly of a favourable turn of events in 
the world economy, and of adjusting speedily to unfavourable circumstances. To 
make flexibility possible the Plan aims at a diversified economy and at reserves of 
various kinds to be drawn upon for unforeseen requirements. Flexibility also means 
devising alternative strategies for the objectives that have been set and keeping 
continually abreast of developments at home and abroad." {page 51). 

And again in the Plan's last page: "It (the Plan) has flexibility built into it, so 
that new avenues can be explored, as Malta proceeds along the development path, 
and responses changed should events tum out to be substantially different from 
what they were expected to be. Development consists in the removal of rigidities 
and the danger that the Plan' becomes just an added rigidity in the system must be 
avoided at all costs. But flexibility, which is a recurring theme in the Plan, must 
not be an excuse for absence of planning. On the contrary, it is the only way in 
which effective planning can be implemented in a small, open society like Malta." 

True to its words, the Government has in recent months given very serious 
and active consideration to the new possibilities which have emerged since the 
Plan was launched, convinced that these new opportunities can make a major con­
tribution to stimulate further the island's process of development. 

The Plan strategy had placed the onus of development mainly on the build up 
of productive activities to provide employment opportunities and to attain the 
target of manufacturing output on which the achievement of Malta's overriding 
economic objectives so heavily relies. The Plan sought to accelerate Malta's indus­
trialization process at all levels by the development, the improvement and the 
strengthening of the isalnd's crucial industrial sector. These efforts to build a new 
industrial society in Malta have already proved successful, but the increase in 
production required to attain the set development objectives clearly shows that 
the role of the directly productive sector within the local economic scene in the 
years ahead is far from insignificant. 

However, in its efforts to expand economic activity in Malta to the full, the 
Government has not restricted itself to the traditional areas of deveolpment; it has 
also explored new ideas and fresh possibilities. Ever on the alert to tap fresh 
source~ and to open new avenues, the Government has embarked with vigour and 
enthusiasm on other schemes which, if successfully implemented, should help in 
the realization of the set targets and of Malta's development objectives . 

. These new ideas are mainly .based on the potential benefits and advantages 
which can be derived from a full exploitation of Malta's geo-strategic position in 
the cen~re of the Mediterranean region. It is true that Malta has traditionally ful­
filled this role, but whereas it historically utilized its strategic position for military 
purposes, the new vision of Malta relies exclusively on peaceful activities in the 
mterests of a new economic structure in co11aboration with the widest possible 
range of partners, 
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Thus Malta's new strategy will supplement the traditional activities by seek­
ing to turn Malta into a major centre where raw materials or semi-processed goods 
from distant countries in South America and Asia may be processed and· distri­
buted to other countries in Europe and North Africa. In this new partnership with 
other developing countries from other continents, Malta will provide the required 
infrastructural services and facilities and will serve as an outlet for the distribution 
of products and I or raw materials from far away countries on a more competitive 
basis than if these processes are carried on elsewhere. 

Other opportunities exist in the conversion of Malta into a base from which 
certain types of industries in the Mediterranean and in the Middle East can be 
serviced. Moreover, it is felt that there are also distinct possibilities if Malta is 
developed into a Mediterranean centre where various countries can participate in 
practical forms of co-operation in the fields of culture, trade, economics, communi­
cations media, book publication, environment and political non-alignment. These 
new initiatives are discussed in greater detail in the next few pages of this 
Supplement. 

TRANSHIPMENT/PROCESSING ACTIVITIES 

The idea to convert Malta into a centre for the processing and distribution of 
raw .materials and semi-processed goods is a direct consequence of the success 
registered by the national shipping company Sea Malta in its transhipment activi­
ties. When Sea Malta was set up in November 1973, the intention was mainly to 
serve Malta's export-oriented industrial sector by establishing or improving direct 
links with countries which import locally manufactured goods. It was felt that 
Malta's export drive should not be hampered by a heavy dependence on the ser­
vices provided by foreign shipping lines and that such a vital service to the growth 
of the national economy should be operated under Maltese control. 

Sea Malta developed rapidly as a major factor in the island's infrastructure by 
providing efficient links with various shipping points and gradually the activities 
of the company were expanded to an area of even more direct relevance to deve­
lopment. The shipping company secured an agreement with the China National 
Chartering Corporation under which Chinese merchandise is transhipped in Malta 
by Sea Malta's feeder services to its Mediterranean points of destination. 

This agreement soon demonstrated the potential benefits which could accrue 
to the local economy if Malta could be converted into a major transhipment centre. 
Moreover, the experiences gained as a result of this new venture showed clearly 
that Malta could plan to expand the scope of these activities and embark on more 
ambitious schemes which would exploit more fully Malta's strategic geographical 
position and its proximity to European markets and the fast growing markets in 
North Africa and the Middle East. 

It also emerged that there were three types of activity in this sector which 
could be undertaken in ,Malta, namely: transhipment operations; storage and dis­
tribution; and processing of raw materials. It is the Government's intention .to 
develop Malta still further as a distribution centre where transhipment cargo can 
be unloaded on Sea Malta feeder vessels for shipment to other destinations. Efforts 
are also under rway to attract to Malta producers and exporters of raw and/or 
semi-processed materials especially from far away countries. These materials could 
then be processed locally for onward selling to other markets. This is the type of 
activity which will be generated as a result of the joint venture agreement with 
the Brazilian concern Madebras. There is, moreover, the further possibility of 
extending the processing stage still further by the production of finished articles 
in Malta for export, and this too is being actively explored. 
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Contacts have already been established with a number of countries which have 
shown an interest in these activities and official delegations have already visited 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico, the Philippines, Argentina, Peru, Ecuador and Vene­
zuela. The interest which has been generated by the Maltese proposals among 
public organizations and private investors in these countries has been highly 
encouraging and it is hoped that other agreements, on the lines of the Madebras 
agreement, will be successfully negotiated. 

There are distinct mutual advantages to be derived from these initiatives. 
Malta will be placing at the disposal of this new partnership with other developing 
countries local infrastructural facilities at more attractive rates than those found 
in other countries. These new forms of co-operation will at the same time secure 
for Malta access to technical knowhow as yet not available in the island as well as 
the possibility of diversifying still further the range of Maltese exports. These joint 
ventures will no doubt benefit by such basic considerations as Malta's relation­
ship with the European Economic Community which gives to these locally pro­
cessed products access to European markets at concessional tariff rates, and by 
Malta's increasing political and economic links with Arab states. 

Another important factor which has made Malta's overtures a particularly 
attractive proposition is the fast turn round at the Grand Harbour which is in 
complete contrast with the congestion known to exist in various Mediterranean and 
other ports from which Malta's new trading contacts normally conduct their busi­
ness in the area. 

Marsaxokk Port Project 

In view of the encouraging response to Malta's proposals and the possibility 
that other countries will be similarly attracted, it is vital to ensure that Malta's 
main infrastructural facilities - which these schemes will be utilizing to the full 
and on which the success of these ventures will ultimately depend - are able to 
cope with the volume of work generated by the new transhipment/processing 
projects when these are fully operational. 

Although existing port facilities in the Grand Harbour are sufficient to cater 
for present levels of general cargo traffic, the increase in transhipment activities on 
the scale envisaged cannot be met by a strengthening of these facilities; this will 
require the development of a second port at Marsaxlokk. This is also regarded as 
essential in view of the projected increase in ship repair and shipbuilding work 
within the Grand Harbour and the insufficient land area available in the Grand 
Harbour waterfront for the installation of adequate additional port facilities. 

The Government has accordingly decided to develop a new port at Marsa­
xlokk. This area is considered to offer the best location for port and maritime 
orientated development, with adequate adjoining land areas suitable for industrial 
development. 

Plans have already been prepared for the development of the new Marsaxlokk 
harbour- and the scheme is shown in this Supplement. The commercial port 
facilities which have been planned include berths for container, general and bulk 
cargo vessels, a container park, a g.roupage shed, stores, port offices, workshops 
and other ancillary facilities, including adequate road connections and the provi­
sion .of electrical, water and communication services. The new industrial estate, 
which is also earmarked for construction in the vicinity of Marsaxlokk harbour, 
will be an added attraction for the type of industrial development planned for this 
area. 
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Top priority is 'being given to the Marsaxlokk project, and the Saudi Fund for 
Development has already approved a loan of fifteen million dollars on soft terms 
to the Government to finance this important project. A delegation from: the Abu 
Dhabi Fund has also visited Malta and will be recommending the project for con­
cessional financing assistance to their Board. 

Shipping Activities 

In view of the great potential offered by this new form of development, it. is 
also the Government's intention to streamline and expand the operational capacity 
and the range of services of the national shipping line Sea Malta. The company 
will also be organised on more efficient lines so as to be able to cope with the addi­
tional volume of work generated by the transhipment activities. This is a vit~l 
requirement if Malta's shipping company is to derive the maximum econ.o!Iuc 
benefit and to participate as actively as .possible in this new sphere of maritune 
activity. 

Sea Malta has also been strengthened institutionally by the addition of n.ew 
foreign partners. Following discussions i'n Algeria, the Algerian National Shippmg 
Company, CNAN, has recently agreed to take up a shareholding in Sea Ma~ta. 
Thus, besides MDC and other local shareholding, Sea Malta will also have Algenan 
participation in addition to Libyan shareholding through the General National 
Maritime Transport Company. 

Algerian cxropemtion with Sea Malta has been further enhanced by time 
chartering for long periods to CNAN ships belonging to Sea Malta ·which are not 
fur the time being required by rthe local oompany. The two shipping lines have also 
agreed to exploit in common regular maritime traffic routes. 

The success of these efforts, besides serving as an indication of the interest in 
the growth potential of Sea Malta, is a good sign of the interesting possibilities of 
the ventures which are being launched and in which Sea Malta will be participating. 

MAINTENANCE AND REP AIR SERVICES 

The second new area of activity which has recently been considered as offering 
exciting prospects in the years ahead relates to the provision of services which can 
be undertaken by Maltese personnel for foreign companies working in the Medi­
terranean region. This envisages the development of Malta as an international 
regional centre for repairs, maintenance, servicing and other related operations 
required by international companies operating in the Mediterranean area. 

The Mediterraean region is at the moment undergoing a period of vast 
economic change: its immense natural resources are being explored and developed, 
and huge programmes of industrialization are under way. Indeed, never has this 
region witnessed the present high levels of economic activity. At a time of such 
rapid regional development, Malta must seek to assert itself as a regional centre of 
excellence for the servicing of industries now flourishing in the Mediterranean, 
particularly in North Africa. 

Malta possesses distinct advantages in its attemps to establish itself as a 
leading regional servicing centre in the Mediterranean. Besides its favourable 
strateg!c l?cation ~nd its reliable links with neighbouring countries and other 
countnes m the Middle East, Malta can also offer valuable and highly experienced 
manpower resources for the type of work it is now seeking to undertake. 
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Malta must endeavour to gear itself rapidly to the new opportunities ahead 
and to respond adequately to the region's needs for servicing personnel and facili­
ties. There are three types of activity in this sector which can be profitably under­
taken by Maltese workers whose experience, training and skills are directly 
relevant to the openings which are being envisaged. These are the oil exploration 
sector; the maintenance of electrical and mechanical plant; and the repair and 
servicing of aircraft of international airlines. 

The withdrawal of the British military presence by March 1979 and the phased 
dismantling of military facilities used by the British Services will, in accordance 
with the 1972 Agreement with Britain, also mean the phased reduction of man­
power levels with the British military base in Malta. Although civilian employees 
will be assuming direct responsibility for certain essential services - such as fire 
fighting, sea rescue and aviation services- which are now provided by British Base 
personnel, the British withdrawal will however mean that there will still remain a 
pool of skilled Maltese personnel available for eventual re-deployment if their 
technical experience can be fully utilized. 

These men, in view of their experience in carrying out servicing and mainten­
ance work in British miltary installations and other facilities in Malta including the 
repair of various types of machinery and equipment, are eminently suited to per­
form these new jobs in accordance with Malta's new role as a maintenance depot 
in the Mediterranean. The organization of these manpower resources on the lines 
of an efficient labour unit, ready to carry out this type of work both in Malta and 
abroad, should help to ensure .success in Malta's efforts to break new grounds and 
to branch out towards these activities in the service of regional needs. 

Oil Exploration Industry 

The experiences gained as a result of the setting up in Malta in 1974 of Medi­
terranean Services Ltd. - Medserv - to service the ·oil exploration industry both 
on land and offshore in the Middle East and North Africa have served the nation 
well. The encouraging results achieved by the company have underlined the great 
potential offered by this sector as a source of employment opportunities and of 
foreign exchange earnings. 

The activities of Medserv have so :fur centred mainly on .the procurement and 
storage of supplies and equipment for oil drilling companies and on the recruitment 
of qualified personnel ;for work on board oil rigs. The range and scope of these 
activities should now be expanded to cater for other services which are equally 
essential for oil exploration conwanies and which in view of their distance from 
their home base can be more economically provided from a central depot which is 
more easily accessible and nearer to their area of operations. 

Thus, for instance, in direct collaboration with the oil companies, an air 
transport service has already been provided for oil drilling personnel. Other attrac­
tive possibilities will also be encouraged. These include the use of repair faciltes 
at the Malta Drydocks by offshore oil rigs thereby providing aiditional work for 
the yard's labour force, and the promotion of Malta as the island where the families 
of men working in the oil industry in the Mediterranean region can take up tem­
porary residence and make regular family reunions an attractive and feasible 
proposition. 

Another possibility is the use of Malta as an educational centre fm the child­
ren of men working in the oil exploration industry. The agreement reached witfu 
Reading and Bates Drilling Company for the setting up of an international school 
at Verdala based on the American educational system is a clear indication of the 
way in which existing educational facilities can be fully utilised in the best interest 
of the island. 



92 

Due consideration will also be given to the best possible utilization of the 
extensive oil storage facilities now belonging to the British Services and which will 
be handed over to the Maltese Government s!hortly. These facilities are an essential 
pre-requisite in Malta's plans to establish itself as the leading servicing centre in 
the Mediterranean region. The former Nato bunkering facilities, besides being 
made available for normal commercial shipping, could serve the requirements of 
the oil industry and thus attract higher levels of bunkering and other related 
activities to the island. 

Elctrical and Mechanical Equip~nt 

The trades and skills of Maltese workers now serving with the British forces 
can also be utilized for other •regional requirements of a servicing nature since there 
are other activities, besides tlhose directly linked to the oil industry, which can be 
adequately performed by local personnel who possess the necessary technical 
experience. 

A new area of possible deployment is the maintenance, servicing and repairs 
of heavy ele<:trical and. mechanical equipment in other developing countries in the 
Mediterranean - and particularly in Libya - where these technical skills are still 
Jacking. 

Plans to set up a labour unit to recruit men who already possess the required 
skills and abilities have reached an advanced stage. An encouraging sign is the 
interest which this new initiative has already generated among companies of inter­
national repute wlhich are considering the extent of their participation in the pro­
posed venture. 

Aircraft Maintelnance and Other Services 

Moreover, there are other opportunities within this servicing sector which 
Maltese personnel should be ready to grasp since available local skills and exper­
iences can be drawn upon. This new activity consists in the maintenance of aircraft 
in Malta, where besides an efficient and reliable service in full conformity with 
international standards, clients wiJI benefit from the highly competitive rates which 
can be offered in Malta in comparison with other servicing centres. 

Negotiations are now in progress with airlines of international repute for the 
setting up of aircraft maintenance and repair workslhops in Malta and for the 
updating and training of local technicians in relevant specialized fields. For this 
purpose as much use as possible will be made of the facilities which will be vacated 
by the British Air Force when the base agreement expires. 

Malta's potential development as a regional servicing and maintenance centre 
on the lines above, besides tapping the skills of Maltese workers now carrying out 
similar duties with the British forces, would also serve to absorb students who have 
completed relevant courses in local trade schools and technical institutes. More­
over, the recruitment of men who will be participating in these sohemes and 
projects in one central organization will ensure better conditions of work and more 
attractive terms. Other adv<\ntages will include a direct participation in the 
management of the unit. 

One other important benefit which would accrue to the Maltese economy 
tftl:~u~ the full range o! servici.ng activities which could be provided, could be the 
utilization of the financial servtces of the local banking sector. 
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POLITICAL, CULTURAL AND TECHNICAL REGIONAL CO-OPERATION 

The third dimension of Malta's new role owes its inspiration largely to the 
new vision of Malta as a politically non-aligned nation but firmly committed to the 
cause of peace and regional understanding. 

Malta's initiative to promote regional co-operation between all the states in 
the Mediterranean has now gained the support of all rhe peace-loving countries in 
the area. Mediterranean unity however, should not consist only of declarations of 
intent; it should be actively backed by and translated into positive actions and 
practical initiatives which serve and interpret regional aspirations in a concrete 
form. Malta can thus be of real service to its Mediterranean neighbours since -
given the vast wealth of Mediterranean life and traditions - there is great scope 
for a vigorous pursuit of Malta's objective to develop the island as a major centre 
where practical forms of co-operation can be undertaken in the political, cultural, 
social and economic fields. 

Malta's Mediterranean partners have now fully recognized the implications of 
Malta's oolitical overtures in the last few years to promote political stability in the 
region. Malta's message was loud and clear at the Conference on Security and Co­
operation in Europe held in Helsinki in 1975 when it was a~reed that there could 
be no real security in Europe without securitv in the Mediterranean region. 
Similarly no economic co-operation, no cultural exchanges and no social under­
standing are possible without security. 

The relaxation of political tensions is an essential pre-requisite if measures 
aimed at fostering and increasin)! co-ooeration between countries are to be useful. 
Indeed, experience has invariably shown that co-ooeration can only flourish in an 
atmosphere of mutual trust and underc;tanding. When political clouds darken, the 
relations retween countries, eco:romic or cultural exchanges pale into insignificance. 

Malta has striven unceasingly for the emergence of a new political order in the 
Mediterranean based on the tenets of detente and non-alignment. The large ~military 
presence of the two super powers in the Mediterranean Sea might have been 
inevitable before Helsinki; the gradual departure of the American and Soviet fleets 
from Mediterranean waters would now make a great contribution towards t'he 
securitv, peace and independence of this region. Moreover, this vision of the Medi­
terranean is also based on a recognition among all States of the need to take a 
common and united stand on matters which directly affect their political and 
economic destinies. This sense of Mediterranean unitv and co-operation is a vital 
link within the chain now being forged for European security and stability. 

Malta's dogged perseverance at the Helsinki Conference on Security and Co­
ooeration in Eurone eventually led to the historic Mediterranean Document which 
was included in the Final Act of the Conference. Tlle Meriiterranean Document 
runs across political concepts and beliefs and urges all the Mediterranean states to 
participate in efforts to improve securitv by the strengthening of their cultural, 
economic and scientific links with the other European states. 

Although these intensions were clearlv written into the Final Act of the 
Helsinki Conference. very little if anything has been translated into firm and posi­
tive actions. Indeed, few are the practical initiatives which have been undertaken 
in support of the obligations entered into the Final Act. 

It is therefore within this context that Malta's efforts to establish itself as a 
centre for Mediterranean political. cultural. social and economic co-operation can 
best be seen. Although the march towards Mediterranean identity and security has 
now hegun in earnest, it is also true that Mediterranean dialogue on a number of 
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issues needs further stimulation for it to become effective. Only if regional relation­
ships are strengthened and established on a sounder basis can the future stability 
and harmony of the Mediterranean area be guaranteed as the vital prelude to 
European unity. 

It is this void which Malta's efforts in the years ahead will seek to fill. Malta's 
new .initiatives will honour the commitment to launch concrete and positive pro­
posals that will enhance Mediterranean co-operation and in the long run open the 
new avenues which will lead to the fulfilment of regional aspirations. 

Political Initiatives 

On the political front, Malta has not failed to continue to give the lead which 
a combination of historical events compelled her to assume at the Helsinki Con­
ference on behalf of its !Mediterranean partners. As a result, there now already 
exists a deeper awareness of the advan tages which can be derived from the awaken­
ing of a special relationship .based on political unity among Mediterranean states. 
One recent initative which falls within these efforts to oromote stronger political 
ties in the Mediterranean region is the setting up in Malta of a secretariat elected 
by and in the service of all the Socialist youth move!llents of the Mediterranean. 

Another joint Mediterranean venture with far reaching political implications 
for the whole area was the successful conference held in Malta in June 1977 for the 
Socialist parties and other progressive political organizations of the Mediterranean. 
Similar political gatherings will be fully encouraged in the years ahead since in 
this way Malta's claim to be among the political front runners of the region will be 
duly enhanced. Moreover, the contacts which are established through these activi­
ties will expose the Maltese Islands to new ide:ts and new experiences which will 
prove invaluable for her social progress. 

Cultural Exchanges 

One of the most distinct aspects of the Mediterranean is the richness of its 
history and the dominant role it has played in Western European civilization. 
Throughout the ages the Mediterranean was the meeting place of various cultures, 
religions and traditions, and the div·ersity of its heritage offers wide possibilities 
to the states of the Mediterranean for cultural exchanges at regional level. 

There is thus ample scope 'for an initiative by Malta to serve as a cultural 
centre in the Meidterranean W1here the varied asvects of Mediterranean life and its 
cultural achievements may be propagated and where interest in the Mediterranean 
heritage may be stimulated. The various activities of a cultural nature •Which Malta 
might seek to sponsor and organize along with tJhe other Mediterranean states 
might arouse enthusiasm and foster a deeper awareness of the corn'llon Mediter­
ranean heritage. By the development of these cultural exchanges, Malta can 
adequately fulfil its new role and contribute towards the further development of 
healthy relations between a11 Mediterranean states. 

The initiatives which can be undertaken by Malta to promote and enhance the 
development of regional cultural exchanges in the Mediterranean can cover a very 
wide range of activities. The exchanges and arrangements which can be worked out 
between interested Mediterranean groups could cater for: 

- co-operation among mass media o·r~anizations including press agen­
cies and journalists' organizations foc the collection, exchange and dissamina­
tion of information especially on matters having a distinctly Mediterranean 
flavour and of particular relevance to the region's aspirations; 

- contacts and meetings between journalists, national radio and televi­
sion companies for the exchange of views and experiences; 
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the distribution of radio and television programmes of special interest 
to a Mediterranean audience; 

- the organization of book exhibitions and the improvement of facili­
ties for the loan and exchange of films and documentaries; 

- the encouragement and development of Mediterranean literature to 
enable it to reach a wider audience; 

- the promotion of non-commercial film shows in the countries of the 
Mediterranean through film festivals etc. to promote a deeper awareness of the 
common destiny of Mediterranean countries; 

- the joint organization of regional events such as art exhibitions; 
theatrical shows; ballet and music performances; archaeological studies; sum­
mer schools; sporting activities; operatic and dramatic works; performances 
by artistic groups; cultural youth events; etc. 

Technical and Scientific Co-operation 

One practical form of co-operation between Mediterranean states in the scien­
tific field is the Regional Oil-Combating Centre which was opened in Malta in 
December 1976 under the auspices of UNEP and the Intergovernmental Maritime 
Consultative Organisation (IMCO). The functions of the Centre include co-operation 
among Mediterranean coastal states to combat large oil spillages in the Mediter­
ranean especially in emergencies and assistance to member states in the develop­
ment of their national capabilities to combat oil pollution. The activities of the 
Centre also include the collection and the distribution of information to member 
states; the preparation of emergency plans to tackle oil pollution; the development 
of an effective communications Unk between the Centre and the Mediterranean 
coastal states; and the encouragement of technological co~operation and training 
programmes. In this way Malta is already participating actively in solving one of 
the major problems now facing the Mediterranean Sea; it is hoped that similar indtia­
tives of a practical nature will be undertaken during the coming years as part of a 
larger concerted effort by all Mediterranean states to protect the environment of 
the whole region and to improve the living conditions of their people. 

In this con~ext, and within the framework of joint inter<ountry ventures and 
programmes to promote further regional technical co-operation, Malta has already 
sought the assistance of the United Nations and its specialised agencies including 
UNEP, ECE and UNDP for the setting up of a regional centre in Malta for the 
practical development and application of solaT and wind energy for the benefit of 
the countries in the region. This project is now under active consideration and 
efforts to obtain the co-sponsorship of other countries for the Maltese proposal have 
already proved successful. Indeed, Libya, Turkey. Greece, Cyprus, Italy and Spain 
have all supported Malta's request. 

A health project of a similar practical nature and of direct benefit to other 
M~i.terrane:aP.. sta~es is also now reoeivi~g attention. This p~oject seeks to provide 
tra1.nmg facihties 1~ Malta f~r para~medt~al personnel conung mainly from deve­
lopmg Arab countne~. A regwnal centre ~s planned to be set up in collaboration 
With the B'?rstel In~titute ?f Hamburg, mamly ~or the training of para.,medical per­
sonnel particularly m medical laboratory techmques. The range of activities of the 
pr?pos~d centre co~d also be expanded to cover other health services including its 
util.IZation as a regiOn~! reference laboratory for the investigation of cases referred 
to It. .Th7 Borstel Institute has already agreed to give the technical support for its 
orgamzatwn and management while the World Health Qroanization will also colla­
borate in this project by providing financial assistance. t> 

. A~other health. proj~t now under consideration is the setting up of a Renal 
Umt wtth the financtal assistance of the Libyan Arab Jamahirija. The Unit will cater 
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not only for Maltese patieruts ~eeding renal di~ysis ~d tre~tment but al~o for 
patients coming from other Mediterranean countries. It IS also Intended that m _the 
near future students from these countries will be able to make use of the Medical 
School which is being re-established in accordance with the principles of the new 
health service to be introduced in Ma-lta. 

The Ma·Ltese Government intends to give full scope and encouragement to simi­
Lar schemes in the years ahead. It is through these concrete projects that ~a-opera­
tion between an Mediterranean states is secured and the prospects of regional sta­
bility enhanced and strengthened. Moreover, by using Malta as a base no longer for 
military purposes but for the promotion of these activities, the island . will be gr_ad­
ually converted into a Mediterranean centre which can service regional reqiDre­
ments in the economic, political and culture spheres. In rt:his way, tb.e process of 
Mediterranean dicrlogue for which Malta has striven resolutely in the last few 
years will be gaining ground and the ideals of regional co-operation will be more 
firmly upheld. 

Malta's efforts to establish itself as a regional centre must be rbacked by the 
availability of adequate infrastructural facilities. If these ideals are to oome true and 
Malta is to serve as a venue for the organisation of political, cultural and other 
activities linking all the Mediterranean states - and a-lso as the seat for interna­
tional organisations such as the Seabed Authority - Malta cannot fail to have at 
its disposal a fully-equipped international conference cenrtre for the hosting of meet­
ings. The British Services have recently vacated an Officers Transit Centre at Hal 
Far and i.t is the intention of the Government to convert this conglomeration of 
buildings into an international convention centre. 

In the years to come the image of Ma!Jta as the i.mpregna.ble fortress in the 
service of the most powerful foreign nation will fade away. A new image will come 
iruto focus of a Malta dedicated to the cause of peace and as an international centre 
where the people of the Mediterranean after centuries of turmoil and strife wiii 
gain a new sense of purpose which will bestow upon the region self-respect and 
dignity. 

V - CONCLUSION 

Malta now stands at the crossroads of its political and economic destiny. In 
less than two years' time, the British military base on the island will be completely 
dismantled and the Agreement with Britain on the use of military facilities in 
Malta will expire. The Maltese economy will then no longer have at its disposal the 
financial returns arising out of the Agreement: nor will Malta have any longer the 
economic returns of the British military presence. 

In 1979, with the final departure of the last British military forces Malta will 
start a new chapter in its history. It will be possible for Malta to lead for the first 
time a new way of life and to dispense completely with the military expenditure of 
a foreign power on its shores. The country will then rely exclusively on economic 
activitites for its livelihood. 

The magnitude of the task which the nation has set itself is formidable 
because it implies a radical change in the structure of the whole economy. This 
task has not been rendered any easier by the hostile economic forces which have 
weakened the larger European economies and international industrial and trade 
activities from which Malta must henceforth draw its strength. This has not, how­
ever, in any way dampened Malta's enthusiasm to reach the set goals. It has only 
served to instil in the nation a deeper sense of satisfaction and pride in the role it 
has itself chosen to play in a free Mediterranean, unshackled by the presence of 
super powers. 



1t is indeed a source of great satisfaction that the whole nation now responds 
to the call of the Maltese Government for national solidarity to reach the main 
political objective ahead. A heartening response now comes also from foreign 
political circles and Malta's objectives are now identified with the region's overall 
political aspirations. A free Malta for a free Mediterranean now forms the keystone 
of the nation's political endeavours and the countdown has begun for the full 
realisation of this political objective by the Mediterranean's ertswhile island 
fortress. 

The nation's social objectives too have been pursued with vigour in the last 
six years and the country is now deeply committed to the social policies for a more 
humane society. The gaps which tended to create deep divisions between the 
island's various social groups have been consistently narrowed down and there is 
now a greater measure of social harmony than the nation has ever enjoyed. As a 
result, Maltese society is now a more oompact, oompassiona,te and homogeneous 
community. 

Measures to ensure a fairer distribution of income have been accompanied by 
a more equitable apportionment of national resources; these include various redis­
tributive measures adopted by the Government to equalise incomes and vast public 
investment programmes especially in housing and health to establish the country's 
social infrastructure on a sounder basis. 

In the coming years the Government will still pursue social policies directed 
particularly towards certain social groups. Various measures are already being 
implemented or are under active consid~ration as part of the Government's drive 
to develop still further Malta's social environment in line with the national com­
mitJinent to establish a self-reliant and modern welfare state. 

These practical measures i.nclude further reforms in income tax administration 
with expert assistance from overseas to eliminate the possibility of tax evasion; the 
continued improvement in the range of social services provided .by the State 
including the proposed new health scheme which will provide comprehensive 
medical services for the care and treatment of all sections of the population; and a 
better distribution of houses and home ownership through the Housing Authority 
to ensure that even the most humble Maltese family can enjoy improved living 
standards and housing conditions. 

In this spirit of social consensus, the stage is now set for a more united and 
more brotherly society where no undue privileges exist and where the less 
fortunate sections of the community will also be able to enjoy all the fruits of 
national progress. 

In the years ahead the Government will also encourage to the fullest possible 
extent a deeper sense of social commitment and of greater participation in the 
country's aHairs by the whole Maltese community. It is felt that Maltese citizens 
should now participate willingly and more actively in matters that directly affect 
th~ir ~vecy:day life. J?~ ~etting U_P of neighbourhood commit.tees will be a step in 
th1s d1rect10n - the mittal step m a completely new expenence for the nation 
whereby the various sections of the Maltese community will share in the process 
of the country's management. 

This process of participation will be broadened in the coming years to cover 
other fields of activity particularly the field of employment. Workers at every 
occupational level will be encouraged to take greater interest, and even to assume 
responsibilities, in the activity which is the source of their livelihood and to parti-
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cipate in new forms of dialogue between workers and martagement. this will help 
to establish an easier flow of communications between the two sides, a better 
understanding of their separate problems and a deeper sense of motivation in the 
attainment of the overall targets. 

The encouraging experience which has been gained by workers' participation 
in the Malta Drydocks and in other enterprises can now serve as a basis for the 
development of similar participation programmes. The direct involvement of 
workers in the process of decision making and in the day to day running of their 
places of work can, if wisely introduced and if exercised with due responsibility, 
lead to greater efficiency and to higher levels of production. This is eS>Sential at a 
time when the nation is bracing itself for the challenges ahead and the Govern­
ment will not fail to give the lead in this direction . 

Malta's economic performance has also been quite encouraging especially 
when considered against a background of international economic upheavals which 
have hampered the progress of countries endowed with much greater national 
resources. However, in spite of what has already been achieved, ·Malta's stiffest 
cha1lenge in the years ahead lies in completing in time its process of economic 
restructuring. 

As the nation enters the most crucial phase of its economic take off, interna­
tional economic experts are predicting a rather gloomy outlook for the rest of the 
decade: the industrial Western world is still facing grim prospects of rising unem­
ployment, high rates of inflation, slower growth rates and balance of payments 
deficits. The ·experience of the 1ast four years has shown that in similar circum­
stances Malta's extremely open and vulnerable economy stands no chance of avoid­
ing the impact of these calamities and escape unscathed. 

In prosperous times, Malta's commitment to steer a new course would have 
been no easy economic task. Against today's background of international economic 
malaise Malta's task is immensely harder to achieve. Malta's approach to its four 
neighbouring states- Libya and Algeria; Italy and France -for guarantees con­
cerning its initial viability is therefore easily understood. Malta is indeed striving 
to lay the foundations of a healthy industrial base which will ensure a position of 
economic self-reliance in the shortest possible time. 

This Plan Supplement while providing an opportunity for an assessment of 
Malta's performance in various sectors to date, will, it is earnestly hoped, represent 
a fresh rehearsal of the magnitude of Malta's economic challenge and a review of 
Malta's development strategy. 

Thus while overall objectives remain basically those originally stated in the 
Development Plan, Malta's tactical approach will be reinforced and strengthened 
to take due account of changing circumstances and to enable the local economy to 
take full advantage of new openings particularly in the Mediterranean region. The 
manufacturing sector is still assigned a particularly onerous role in the attainment 
of. Plan targets, although this Plan Supplement recognizes the importance Malta 
will be attaching to the "services" sector in its development efforts in the years 
ahead. 

These are services, however, which go beyond the traditional sector limited 
almost exclusively to tourism and related services. This is a services sector with a 
difference, offering a new range of possibilities which Malta will seek to exploit to 
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the fullest extent possible. The new role for Malta as a major r_egion~ s~rvicin~ 
centre will give full scope for the development of local resources mcudmg m parti­
cular the utilization of available technical skills and experiences at a time when 
regional demand for these services is particularly heavy. 

What the nation in striving for at this crucial phase of its political and econo­
mic history is now being appreciated by a large and growing section of the Maltese 
community. The total detachment from a way of life relying heavily on Malta's 
strategic value to foreign military powers, however, has already brought about­
and will bring about to an increasingly greater extent in the future - heavier res­
ponsibilities and obligations upon the shoulders of every Maltese citizen. 

A national commitment not to shirk away from these responsibilities but to 
undertake boldly the tasks ahead is therefore an essential feature for the full 
realisation of Malta's aspirations. And it is against this background that the efforts 
of every Mlaltese citizen in the years to come must be viewed. 

It is of course the duty of the Government, through the range of policy 
measUJres at its disposal, to seek to create an environment conducive to the 
country's economic progress and social development. But it is ultimately the 
Maltese worker who has the major role to play in the full attainment of the nation's 
overall objectives. This has always been the basic philosophy of the Labour Govern­
ment - that through self-discipline, hard work and honest endeavour the Maltese 
Islands will rise to the occasion and assume the full responsibilities of nationhood. 

In the years ahead therefore, the basic improvements in the quality of life of 
the Maltese community will be deter:mined largely by the response of Maltese 
workers to this call- to the urgent need to raise productivity, increase output and 
improve efficiency. Thus, improvements in living standards and in conditions of 
work will depend to a large extent on the collective efforts of t!he Maltese labour 
force which should provide a major thrust to the nation's march towards a brighter 
future and towards freedom, self-reliance and independence. 

When viewed against these new national demands, the role of Maltese trade 
unions in the next few years assumes a deeper significance. The Maltese trade 
union movement, faithful to its responsibilities, has worked unsparingly to improve 
the working conditions of the Maltese worker and since 1971 it has worked in close 
collaboration with, and found the full support of, the Labour Government. At this 
stage of Malta's development and in a changing Maltese society, various new 
experiences are being gradually assimilated by the Maltese labour movement. Thus 
workers' participation schemes ~ both in the process of decision making and in 
profit sharing - are new experiences that are destined to make a lasting impact 
on industrial relations in Malta and on the island's process of social and economic 
development. 

In the years ahead Maltese trade unions should involve themselves more 
directly and participate more actively in schemes intended to strengthen the educa­
tional and technical background of Maltese workers. This can be tackled on two 
fronts - full encouragement and support will be given to workers, both in the 
public and in the private sector, willing to participate on a student/worker basis 
in educational schemes which will enable them to upgrade their technical skills 
and to acquire qualifications that are of direct relevance to their occupation or 
profession. Maltese trade unions should also concern themselves more vigorously 
in the organization of educational programmes for workers calculated to instil a 
deeper awareness of their duties and obligations towards the country in this tran­
sitional phase. 
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As the nation faces the future with courage and detennination, the knowledge 
that the restructuring process will serve as the keystone of all future national 
efforts gives a deeper dimension to Malta's commitment. The nation now stands 
resolute in its awareness that its march towards progress is a march towards 
dignity and self-respect- towards a new way of life based on self-reliance and 
active neutrality in the service of regional stabi.lity, social progress and peace. 

Passed by the House of Representatives at Sitting No. 216 of the 27th Novem­
ber, 1978. 




