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€4 million unaccounted for by Film Commission to be

scrutinised
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February 10, 2025 14:05

The Malta Film Commission (MFC) has been asked to provide evidence to parliament’s

Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of how €4 million of taxpayer funds, which were

supposed to be used for infrastructure upgrades, were spent.

The PAC, which meets on Tuesday, has been scrutinising the MFC’s controversial activities

in recent years, and its findings have revealed what appears to be a significant discrepancy

in the state entity’s accounts.

Film Commissioner Johann Grech with then Tourism Minister Clayton Bartolo at the Malta Film Awards 2022.
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According to a presentation by the National Audit Office (NAO) to parliament, some €4

million funds were unaccounted for.

According to the NAO, while the Film Commission received €7.2 million between 2019 and

2022 to upgrade its infrastructure—mainly the tanks at the Malta Film Studios—its accounts

show that only €2.4 million was spent.

However, while the accounts show that some €4.8 million was not spent on capital

expenditures, the same financial statements show that the Commission only had €1.2

million in current assets and receivables, including €800,000 in cash at the bank.

This leaves a full €4 million unaccounted for.

The PAC chaired by PN MP Darren Carabott, has now asked the Commission and the

government to provide a detailed explanation, including proof of payment, of where and

what the outstanding €4 million has been spent.

The ongoing PAC scrutiny focuses on just one massive cost paid by the Commission just

before the 2022 elections. It does not cover other massive concerns on unaccounted-for

costs during the most recent years, including two editions of a glitzy Mediterrane Film

Festival.

For the latest edition (2024), Film Commissioner Johann Grech spent just half a million on

filming a small promotional production in which he played a prime role.

The 2022 Film Awards

In January 2022, just weeks before the general elections, Grech, also involved in the PL’s

election team, organised a Film Week culminating in a spectacular awards ceremony.

The ceremony served as a propaganda exercise for the government.

According to information published in the Government Gazette, Grech authorised some €2

million in payments through 112 different direct orders for this event.

Most of them were awarded to the same contractors, who just a few weeks after, were used

by the Labour Party for its electoral campaign.

Ads by FatChilli

3/12/25, 5:35 PM €4 million unaccounted for by Film Commission to be scrutinised | The Shift News

https://theshiftnews.com/2025/02/10/e4-million-unaccounted-for-by-film-commission-to-be-scrutinised/ 2/8

https://theshiftnews.com/2023/07/11/minister-dodges-questions-on-mediterrane-film-festival-expenses/
https://theshiftnews.com/2023/07/11/minister-dodges-questions-on-mediterrane-film-festival-expenses/
https://theshiftnews.com/2022/02/01/nao-asked-to-investigate-phenomenal-sum-government-spent-on-malta-film-awards/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CENRb4rfRZ5TTGtSPx_APm_b6wAnPn5PAfYKrjbjXE6Gm-PPQHRABIJLY30pg1wOgAc-U1ZICyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgSPA0_QHsv_gFDffYLmHRZw5WOb3YE3gCiUuuUxRR4jxD5rruuKGKoHgK23t9rBooQj1mdGBM6Q7F5I_OsHcnau8aQvcg9a6e_22tGKM4uMI8WquZ4kWu69oAER_sjdaoUSUq2v7ghyrbXr5GJBz4qrpNhml3pjJf2rYVHkMk8Gf2nAY3m-diUAz-7m7Kavk7dthxZwdt6iEFZA0JbuywobkS34XPIC4RUJQE2ixyEmPCEs97cbUYQ49OQFj7Q9zJMDQNXdOCxKUDSHKa1fUIW8ytxllluy4f75oM_FjIihkm-7rVd3pFpsPJbrSikxSzBsR1BGVmYbBmIuxPFhWLLix0aQfzIMyEQbNY57o1sDOmw0y4DbaGc9LJa0Jr4NFwtbK-qCngEv8TcbS094ETVj0YMPSqbi9DgUigtlcrnuoEZOnF82TDv9427l_YiCJ5Lf1Wf1A4JkdBlnD4dfofRrEjJxIhSasMw0FVflGoG7Y1HBIqXse99CITBTiK0qMjEARTdRAOChIDedwp41Pk9GT8AE5pbF5v4E4AQBiAXPopmfUqAGAoAHmeuq7QGoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHpr4bqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB8qpsQKoB-ulsQKoB-qxsQKoB5m1sQKoB763sQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDMIgIGAEBABGB0yB6KAgOKfgAE6EZ_Qg4CAgIQIgICEgICUruADSL39wTpY17Lo4PyEjAOxCd1Ngw1pMBhfgAoDmAsByAsB2gwQCgoQoMvVgtnquI0KEgIBA6oNAk1UyA0B4g0TCK296eD8hIwDFdTHEQgdG7semOoNEwi60erg_ISMAxXUxxEIHRu7HpjwDQHYEw3QFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgFGAIiAQDQGAHoGAE&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlMzr4PyEjAMV1McRCB0bux6YEAEYASAAEgKZBPD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPACjtLzMFNgtUEyLsgjOLAJ86SqmLKplip8w_hrjSMOOT8E9RBZ6VPwHxHE0AGCfbdii7EkKsA4ryXyX1xgB&sig=AOD64_3YdaMDq7IX4BkEWcWnwM0RgRCkTQ&client=ca-pub-2393320645055022&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=http://unimeal.com/fasting-mix-wtr%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle_display%26utm_medium%3D171476863846%26utm_campaign%3D22077133135%26utm_content%3D727283992304%26utm_term%3D%26camp_name%3D%26asn%3D%26utm_target%3Dv(fasting)_tm1(fasting)_tm2()%26gad_source%3D5%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIlMzr4PyEjAMV1McRCB0bux6YEAEYASAAEgKZBPD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CENRb4rfRZ5TTGtSPx_APm_b6wAnPn5PAfYKrjbjXE6Gm-PPQHRABIJLY30pg1wOgAc-U1ZICyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgSPA0_QHsv_gFDffYLmHRZw5WOb3YE3gCiUuuUxRR4jxD5rruuKGKoHgK23t9rBooQj1mdGBM6Q7F5I_OsHcnau8aQvcg9a6e_22tGKM4uMI8WquZ4kWu69oAER_sjdaoUSUq2v7ghyrbXr5GJBz4qrpNhml3pjJf2rYVHkMk8Gf2nAY3m-diUAz-7m7Kavk7dthxZwdt6iEFZA0JbuywobkS34XPIC4RUJQE2ixyEmPCEs97cbUYQ49OQFj7Q9zJMDQNXdOCxKUDSHKa1fUIW8ytxllluy4f75oM_FjIihkm-7rVd3pFpsPJbrSikxSzBsR1BGVmYbBmIuxPFhWLLix0aQfzIMyEQbNY57o1sDOmw0y4DbaGc9LJa0Jr4NFwtbK-qCngEv8TcbS094ETVj0YMPSqbi9DgUigtlcrnuoEZOnF82TDv9427l_YiCJ5Lf1Wf1A4JkdBlnD4dfofRrEjJxIhSasMw0FVflGoG7Y1HBIqXse99CITBTiK0qMjEARTdRAOChIDedwp41Pk9GT8AE5pbF5v4E4AQBiAXPopmfUqAGAoAHmeuq7QGoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHpr4bqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB8qpsQKoB-ulsQKoB-qxsQKoB5m1sQKoB763sQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDMIgIGAEBABGB0yB6KAgOKfgAE6EZ_Qg4CAgIQIgICEgICUruADSL39wTpY17Lo4PyEjAOxCd1Ngw1pMBhfgAoDmAsByAsB2gwQCgoQoMvVgtnquI0KEgIBA6oNAk1UyA0B4g0TCK296eD8hIwDFdTHEQgdG7semOoNEwi60erg_ISMAxXUxxEIHRu7HpjwDQHYEw3QFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgFGAIiAQDQGAHoGAE&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlMzr4PyEjAMV1McRCB0bux6YEAEYASAAEgKZBPD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPACjtLzMFNgtUEyLsgjOLAJ86SqmLKplip8w_hrjSMOOT8E9RBZ6VPwHxHE0AGCfbdii7EkKsA4ryXyX1xgB&sig=AOD64_3YdaMDq7IX4BkEWcWnwM0RgRCkTQ&client=ca-pub-2393320645055022&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=http://unimeal.com/fasting-mix-wtr%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle_display%26utm_medium%3D171476863846%26utm_campaign%3D22077133135%26utm_content%3D727283992304%26utm_term%3D%26camp_name%3D%26asn%3D%26utm_target%3Dv(fasting)_tm1(fasting)_tm2()%26gad_source%3D5%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIlMzr4PyEjAMV1McRCB0bux6YEAEYASAAEgKZBPD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AU2hxZ2gs-hjY-nM1wqa4G6XuGResyTGr6675f0igmmOyQ1671_esxy1ZHwOy0WFnBiKgX5MCCadErtPJ2oHPDnI6A4VAg7lZzOwqfujqmW-wANNFkh36vOa0G6Mg-5qyYi2dEis0HzkyCo-EFV9GTl8IPM1pSKLZ8Ptf37Eh2jv0owQIbuu4szFklqrcj9ibDOxEI1URy-4oePprEWQLQ0aKEd-XPIZWQiOZ3xV3rp3Wgj6-pqnjCF3TyicMZ9NAZZUIUdeYh_-R3rolyuBUf_cTetVS353wcfWSNGURevaalEyWvCV_nGY8vGfDIt5InQVCNPWTB3XK7EZXTN6rNgIrf038Fqx_4WfvaYOTj3_x7FhDRjLg26Z7uj6AjylqwqVGA-AmPy6yPE6jsB6J9ZdYVLBGpLrcWmtGcoz0AwWo7WFdYKi3HdCgcf-W4m939p1JL5MyLp9bjD8rKPGCNAoDnCDO7vOH81McbuEkD_yfX5NNN71B4ONNsVTgCcyf_BbrsZbbemMy3s8NjKfWJ6QeJgyin_L4LvLmg8sol7HfU7pdw9zSo4zcqD-109KALKhoiWbG9o7L1cP2N-jyzOr-8TF8DP4Y53PxziuO202NpKeTGtyN3neUIgPHo8Rrk-PguZ0RnmIBa6qyg5SSWiyjx_VXB2lDwKVcH0ln3MNDY9frelIzxDD0VaMfuPS-8yBiaeW7yHX1aVDE7O17-xIlFBpK7xy59t0cuYx0rYXxCRRJ2hAIw_ChD8ktvX_vt72vlq4s-QlZYUKTNkfzthwCuhLUPsOFlJGS-wefqlQblUCB2rfBOA-tIu1DroPp_FYmXJMbZ3RPtEl1Ty7LMAQpEZfhEDF_ylp0lw4rdaA17XrQCVVRbyZwy8qQr5dnGU43vs0HgvOv65yph8Z8nyBB3bA52gt5_bZgvF0g5VJFHfVaDASqPcM3SCTQyyCaaP82CswqcYZeUT0QoT-jTZWXyITGu4H_p3iyif6a-zw59LDs0uIW4LdBwjRQ41qcN9-HBHT_zRGfVaKC346Do-cX-wNa9tBpO9TA0Nli8nMnYBx_-Ek0_6BWXPevcioAnUcEzPEWYBfda4cww42EB5OeE06LuWq3zy0RepPSB56S0zvl3_9zriYsnGVY9i7yHSBQfyKbk8EQUh1vusRgPAUHAjf-RuhomLCJJRXy35_SvHKzrk9AGfEwmY1lXstB545QmNOMq9w5iYtEJSg4TiHH_g12wfqQSg8FwgUyJ2sPG2eDCYnmI8lEab6Q12K1V09w2E7js64doWlmqJdxQ46iPgLHUUAsHVkswT5inP__CHmQW7ieJfMfcbLVOQMZ8ZxpJrIMjF2uARlBHQNGtA-KFEJo30LG0RUd2Ck0xRnD5pnoq7FtfltfZxwq7bVp-ghHpb5EONdXJCtvlFZs3u8xAr6HMjQMZtDd4UqgPdyHcTx78uz7_eyOlpuYhWI82xnUsJwMTLASDLB_dU9Ir8g--GmMAAA7ozs6wcnXW35b4YO2VtjDLjUVFjgRP7PJmfK7iRQdFTnVGk2Iti7fRvH-zxNqTKCy9cpkDmpYJ2SIxvIB5ZjJgLv1Q8WaSJ0LBapNu49JZPnmdnBhvHmUh7oQgoc5Z7IEmRXb3JhMs0JP9hOnXD7hO6OwkvFZFxkvJMA-IT5DrdG8aF28jdMWfF-JOeW9xyOhQpNLgMOczSe72aaAAmww2pP3jmgDCn3WzaTDpnwLmY5nZPvPqBGuJWVfUZEjy8qn-8VpinyXEsvLDkVbZrMsb6zlOl-vDMhRsQEX6MAFdl0jTwPBECgvR0sRuXJFH0Z-fdoN4QldhIr3WM32LC5vWI12ZHDWXaCHwZyBWzPKQQUCS3uX832l5YchD07dhX4uJ0sKjeFAUfUeUn0WYObVXSMnTwywo4-M7W5XAuY9ivF11KITUHgizrh0fCkBc9pEuwa9Bz8AJ6HZIz8d3GJhX_PeRn2D776f_kxofxVDWoDt9bAzK9XKV0cCU7PEk724L22LepqwWvnMlCXRs4AbNXlVwuaeq6_u6o6WwVoEF5Y0-g-W-E3coi3vosMWTSgR6RRPVW0vwqoBT1CQcJZfjsQpDseozrti3-VkHR_4NY_Y5WT0PCF96C7GtWxh4qKsd0AV2sHBfZMfnOTuPWILmw8KLZ0lACT_wM-hrvqQ2CEHiDhmnYi7VFDjTpq3ehBCbx54t-QpBGP9enNW5LPlpF4u2IZ7RXyiBN-hlOad0-e342puVays000dYgBlsOm0ceX-V70xeorhFFhsDZMaPpC4zB7fj2A6uE16d2Ni8gO3xcRFAovtF2046-CQX9oJdkRTOfgHBphEpZV&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AU2hxZ2gs-hjY-nM1wqa4G6XuGResyTGr6675f0igmmOyQ1671_esxy1ZHwOy0WFnBiKgX5MCCadErtPJ2oHPDnI6A4VAg7lZzOwqfujqmW-wANNFkh36vOa0G6Mg-5qyYi2dEis0HzkyCo-EFV9GTl8IPM1pSKLZ8Ptf37Eh2jv0owQIbuu4szFklqrcj9ibDOxEI1URy-4oePprEWQLQ0aKEd-XPIZWQiOZ3xV3rp3Wgj6-pqnjCF3TyicMZ9NAZZUIUdeYh_-R3rolyuBUf_cTetVS353wcfWSNGURevaalEyWvCV_nGY8vGfDIt5InQVCNPWTB3XK7EZXTN6rNgIrf038Fqx_4WfvaYOTj3_x7FhDRjLg26Z7uj6AjylqwqVGA-AmPy6yPE6jsB6J9ZdYVLBGpLrcWmtGcoz0AwWo7WFdYKi3HdCgcf-W4m939p1JL5MyLp9bjD8rKPGCNAoDnCDO7vOH81McbuEkD_yfX5NNN71B4ONNsVTgCcyf_BbrsZbbemMy3s8NjKfWJ6QeJgyin_L4LvLmg8sol7HfU7pdw9zSo4zcqD-109KALKhoiWbG9o7L1cP2N-jyzOr-8TF8DP4Y53PxziuO202NpKeTGtyN3neUIgPHo8Rrk-PguZ0RnmIBa6qyg5SSWiyjx_VXB2lDwKVcH0ln3MNDY9frelIzxDD0VaMfuPS-8yBiaeW7yHX1aVDE7O17-xIlFBpK7xy59t0cuYx0rYXxCRRJ2hAIw_ChD8ktvX_vt72vlq4s-QlZYUKTNkfzthwCuhLUPsOFlJGS-wefqlQblUCB2rfBOA-tIu1DroPp_FYmXJMbZ3RPtEl1Ty7LMAQpEZfhEDF_ylp0lw4rdaA17XrQCVVRbyZwy8qQr5dnGU43vs0HgvOv65yph8Z8nyBB3bA52gt5_bZgvF0g5VJFHfVaDASqPcM3SCTQyyCaaP82CswqcYZeUT0QoT-jTZWXyITGu4H_p3iyif6a-zw59LDs0uIW4LdBwjRQ41qcN9-HBHT_zRGfVaKC346Do-cX-wNa9tBpO9TA0Nli8nMnYBx_-Ek0_6BWXPevcioAnUcEzPEWYBfda4cww42EB5OeE06LuWq3zy0RepPSB56S0zvl3_9zriYsnGVY9i7yHSBQfyKbk8EQUh1vusRgPAUHAjf-RuhomLCJJRXy35_SvHKzrk9AGfEwmY1lXstB545QmNOMq9w5iYtEJSg4TiHH_g12wfqQSg8FwgUyJ2sPG2eDCYnmI8lEab6Q12K1V09w2E7js64doWlmqJdxQ46iPgLHUUAsHVkswT5inP__CHmQW7ieJfMfcbLVOQMZ8ZxpJrIMjF2uARlBHQNGtA-KFEJo30LG0RUd2Ck0xRnD5pnoq7FtfltfZxwq7bVp-ghHpb5EONdXJCtvlFZs3u8xAr6HMjQMZtDd4UqgPdyHcTx78uz7_eyOlpuYhWI82xnUsJwMTLASDLB_dU9Ir8g--GmMAAA7ozs6wcnXW35b4YO2VtjDLjUVFjgRP7PJmfK7iRQdFTnVGk2Iti7fRvH-zxNqTKCy9cpkDmpYJ2SIxvIB5ZjJgLv1Q8WaSJ0LBapNu49JZPnmdnBhvHmUh7oQgoc5Z7IEmRXb3JhMs0JP9hOnXD7hO6OwkvFZFxkvJMA-IT5DrdG8aF28jdMWfF-JOeW9xyOhQpNLgMOczSe72aaAAmww2pP3jmgDCn3WzaTDpnwLmY5nZPvPqBGuJWVfUZEjy8qn-8VpinyXEsvLDkVbZrMsb6zlOl-vDMhRsQEX6MAFdl0jTwPBECgvR0sRuXJFH0Z-fdoN4QldhIr3WM32LC5vWI12ZHDWXaCHwZyBWzPKQQUCS3uX832l5YchD07dhX4uJ0sKjeFAUfUeUn0WYObVXSMnTwywo4-M7W5XAuY9ivF11KITUHgizrh0fCkBc9pEuwa9Bz8AJ6HZIz8d3GJhX_PeRn2D776f_kxofxVDWoDt9bAzK9XKV0cCU7PEk724L22LepqwWvnMlCXRs4AbNXlVwuaeq6_u6o6WwVoEF5Y0-g-W-E3coi3vosMWTSgR6RRPVW0vwqoBT1CQcJZfjsQpDseozrti3-VkHR_4NY_Y5WT0PCF96C7GtWxh4qKsd0AV2sHBfZMfnOTuPWILmw8KLZ0lACT_wM-hrvqQ2CEHiDhmnYi7VFDjTpq3ehBCbx54t-QpBGP9enNW5LPlpF4u2IZ7RXyiBN-hlOad0-e342puVays000dYgBlsOm0ceX-V70xeorhFFhsDZMaPpC4zB7fj2A6uE16d2Ni8gO3xcRFAovtF2046-CQX9oJdkRTOfgHBphEpZV&opi=122715837
https://fatchillimedia.com/?utm_source=theshiftnews.com&utm_medium=banner_ad&utm_campaign=logo_click
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftheshiftnews.com%2F2025%2F02%2F10%2Fe4-million-unaccounted-for-by-film-commission-to-be-scrutinised%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?via=TheShiftNews&text=%E2%82%AC4%20million%20unaccounted%20for%20by%20Film%20Commission%20to%20be%20scrutinised&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheshiftnews.com%2F2025%2F02%2F10%2Fe4-million-unaccounted-for-by-film-commission-to-be-scrutinised%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheshiftnews.com%2F2025%2F02%2F10%2Fe4-million-unaccounted-for-by-film-commission-to-be-scrutinised%2F
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=%E2%82%AC4%20million%20unaccounted%20for%20by%20Film%20Commission%20to%20be%20scrutinised%20https%3A%2F%2Ftheshiftnews.com%2F2025%2F02%2F10%2Fe4-million-unaccounted-for-by-film-commission-to-be-scrutinised%2F
http://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheshiftnews.com%2F2025%2F02%2F10%2Fe4-million-unaccounted-for-by-film-commission-to-be-scrutinised%2F&title=%E2%82%AC4%20million%20unaccounted%20for%20by%20Film%20Commission%20to%20be%20scrutinised


Some of the direct orders issued by the Malta Film Commission during the electoral campaign.

The direct orders included €153,000 to Ray Vella & Company Ltd, which supplied massive

LED screens for Labour’s campaign; €140,000 to Carmelo Magro of TEC Ltd, who built the

PL’s mass meeting stages; €151,000 to Nexos, which provided Labour’s stage lights, among

other things; and €94,000 to Besteam Audio, Labour’s sound provider.

Other direct orders dished out by Grech for the 2022 Film Awards included thousands paid

to AF Sign Studio, which took care of Labours billboards, Sharpshoot media, owned by Kurt

Farrugia’s brother and GMedia – Robert Abela’s photographer Gareth Degiorgio.

In some cases, the direct orders were approved weeks after the event.

The Labour Party never explained how it spent millions on its 2022 campaign and refuses

to provide information.

The government continues to defend Johann Grech despite a series of blunders that have

been exposed in recent years.
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