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MINUTI

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħat Nru 4 u Nru 5 li saru fis-7 u fit-28 ta’ Novembru 2022, ġew konfermati. 

LAQGĦA MAL-AMBAXXATUR TAL-EĠITTU GĦAL MALTA, IS-SUR KHALED ANIS.

THE CHAIRPERSON (Onor. Glenn Bedingfield): Your Excellency, on behalf of the Foreign and European Affairs Committee I welcome you. Present with me today are the Hon. Rebecca Buttigieg and the Hon. Amanda Spiteri Grech from the Government side, and the Hon. Alex Borg and the Hon. Bernice Bonello from the Opposition side. Now that the formalities have been dealt with, we can start with our main item on the agenda which is the meeting with H.E. Ambassador Khaled Anis to discuss the COP27 Conference which was held in Sharm el-Sheik in Egypt in the past weeks. Your Excellency, I now invite you to make your introductory speech.  

H.E. KHALED ANIS (Ambassador of Egypt to Malta): Mr President, thank you very much for your time and it is a pleasure for me to be here in this Committee. The idea was to talk to you about the COP27 which was held in Sharm el-Sheik in Egypt between the 6th and the 18th of November 2022. We are extremely glad that the Prime Minister chaired the Maltese delegation, together with Minister Dalli and a technical team. There was also Minister Galdes. My understanding from the Maltese side is that they had very fruitful meetings, so in that regard we are very happy.  

Just to give you a brief idea about this summit there were three key takeaways. There was the summit which took place on the 7th and 8th. Then there were systematic days and what we call the negotiation conference. 112 head of states attended this summit and there were 49,000 participants from different NGOs. It was a very big conference, and I might sound a bit biased, but I think, from a logistical point of view, it was very successful. 

COP27 took place in a very difficult time. There were geopolitical challenges, food crisis, energy crisis and to be honest with you, we had some concern that this geopolitical situation might have an impact on the work of the summit or the conference itself. Nowadays everybody is talking about the war in Ukraine and the energy crisis. Even Europe is now looking for diversification in energy. It is talking about the gas and so we sense that there are a lot of countries who are making u-turns in terms of pledges and commitments that were approved in the last COP or in the Paris Agreement. So, there was a lot of concern. 

When we assumed the presidency of this COP, we accepted this responsibility because we believe in what we call the multilateral diplomacy and the global concerted efforts to deal with climate change, but with the geopolitical problems that we faced, we had this sense of whether the multilateral approach will succeed during this summit. And so we engaged with different actors and players to make it work. I think we were successful in that regards. 

Now I am going to talk about the results, but I think that in terms of trying to bring different players together, whether USA and China, or the EU and Russia, and others, I think altogether we were clear from the beginning that we need to separate the geopolitical problems from the climate change threat. This is a human threat, so we should not put the geopolitical problems as a hurdle to our efforts and I think that we succeeded in that regard. 

The third point which I think is important in order to move to the results is that, before the COP there was a lot of pressure on the developing countries from the developed countries! There is always this message that developing countries need to update their NDCs and their national climate targets without really giving any finance support to these developing countries. We made it very clear that this COP has to deal with climate finance. This is a very important issue that has to be addressed. So, we talked about finance for adaptation, and we talked about finance for what we call loss and damage. 

In terms of results, I think that the first thing that was historical in this COP was the fact that we reached what we call the Loss and Damage Fund. This was the central point of this COP, the Loss and Damage Fund. This is the most important historical result because this was an issue that was raised during the last 30 years and this was the first time that we had a fund that numerous countries like Germany, Canada, France and many other countries committed themselves to support. We have created a central transitional committee that will take the operational matters of this fund but as a principle this is a historical point. 

In terms of mitigation, which is a very important matter, the COP reiterated the commitment for the Paris Agreement which is an extremely important agreement and reiterated the commitment to reach the 1.5 centigrade target. This is very important. We need to work together as an international community in order to reach the goal of cutting emissions, but it was reiterated that the commitment is there. The final text is very clear in that regard. There is a lot of talk about phasing out coal and a decrease in the emissions of gas which represents 25% of the greenhouse gas emissions. So, there were a lot of commitments that took place with regards to mitigation. 

There is also an agenda for adaptation with an action plan. The problem is the financing. In every COP there is talk about climate finance and in every COP there is the commitment. For example, the Canadians and the Germans talk about USD100 billion annually. But unfortunately, there is no real progress in that regards, even though we succeeded to create this Loss and Damage Fund. We talked about an action plan regarding adaptation, we talked about mitigation measures and procedures, but finance is still the main problem. The international community, especially the developed world, has to come out and commit itself with clear finance measures to help the developing countries. The message coming from the developed countries to the developing countries to make mitigation measures cannot work unless there is enough finance to help the developing world. If there is no finance, these countries cannot take the appropriate measures in terms of reducing emissions. 

In my opinion this COP27 was very balanced. On one hand we reached a historical agreement related to loss and damage, and to mitigation measures. But on the other hand, I think that we need to raise up and ask for more financing for the developing world in order to take more measures in mitigation. Now I am open for any questions from the Committee. 
THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Your Excellency. I will start with my remarks. As you said, Malta, through the delegation led by the Prime Minister, participated actively in this summit. There were also meetings with our Minister for Energy, where she had bilateral talks with your Minister for Petroleum, Electricity and Water. In fact there were many common aspects discussed amongst our two nations, such as renewable energy systems, greener sources of energy and the battery technology. 

You mentioned the funds. Yes, it is absolutely not a positive aspect that countries do commit themselves to finance, for example you mentioned USD100 billion, for the International Climate Change Fund, and yet these have not yet been materialised. It is important for me to stress that in his speech, the Prime Minister said that Malta will be doubling its contribution to the International Climate Fund. This confirms our commitment to this global cause. Previously we used to refer to climate change as global warming and from what I read, Malta has been one of the first countries to put global warming on the agenda of the United Nations since 1989/1990 by the Government of that time. 

In the climate change performance, our index scores a better average than the EU. In fact, we are 12 points ahead of other member states and this is a testament for progress in implementing the climate change policies to achieve the goals agreed in the Paris Agreement. We want to be carbon neutral by 2050, and to achieve such goals we are working not only as a government, but we want to work hand in hand with the private sector, which to us and to others is a very important player to reach such goals. 

In fact, I believe even Minister Dalli during her commitments in Charm el-Sheik has also stressed this point and what we are actually doing to help the private sector invest in renewable energy. 

H.E. KHALED ANIS: The private sector and investment in FDI is very important. The developing countries, whether African countries or Northern African countries, do not need more debt. They need FDI, they need investment, and they need to create new jobs. This is really important nowadays. Countries have a lot of problems with their budget, so what we really need from the developed world is more private sector investments, more FDI and more jobs creation. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: The Hon. Amanda Spiteri Grech. 

HON. AMANDA SPITERI GRECH: I appreciate that the least developing countries and the developing countries need our help. Were there any proposals or tangible proposals on how developing countries or LDCs can be helped by developed countries? Maybe through a strategy, a direct investment, trade, etc. How can we help them in a tangible way? 

H.E. KHALED ANIS: When we talk about developing countries we need to specify. If we look at Africa, we know that it has infrastructural problems; here we are talking about drought and the rise of sea level. So, we need to specify which sector we need to invest in. For example, in Africa infrastructure is a major problem. Drought is a major problem. For Ethiopia and Somalia drought is a major problem. Drought in Ethiopia might lead to a major national security crisis in Egypt because we have one Nile River that comes from Ethiopia to Egypt. If there is drought in Ethiopia there is drought in Egypt and there is drought in Sudan. So, we need to invest in different global energies and in creative ideas to deal with this kind of problem. 

Let me give you one idea of what I mean when we talk about the problem of financing. The UN is saying that climate change could cause developing countries between USD160 billion to USD300 billion till 2030. The amount of money that was committed this year is USD230 million from several countries, USD150 million from the US and USD1 billion from a number of European countries. This is what was committed, USD150 million and USD200 million. And the UN is talking about USD160 billion! As you can see there is a huge lack in terms of finance. 

You have seen what happened in Pakistan three months ago where they had a major crisis. For Pakistan the G7 created what we call a global shield. There is USD200 million funding for Pakistan, Ghana and Bangladesh. It might sound a huge amount but when we are talking about countries adapting to climate change, in terms of dealing with infrastructure, drought, renewables and other things, we are talking about billions of dollars. This kind of COP was supposed to get more commitment from the developed world, and I must say that I am very happy that Malta committed itself, but you need to engage with other European countries. You need to work harder because problems in Africa and Northern Africa might create more migration! 

Since I came to Malta, I always hear about irregular migration but when you have drought, economic poverty and problems in your infrastructure, it will lead to more migration because people are dying, and they want to live! People will think about moving. So, the developed countries have to pour money and investment in African countries as this is the only solution to stop migration. There need to be economic prosperity in these countries or otherwise people will try to search for other options to live. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: The Hon. Alex Borg. 

HON. ALEX BORG: Thank you Mr Ambassador for meeting us today, and I understand all that you are stating. However, given not only Malta’s position in the EU but our relations with Egypt, what are your suggestions for Malta and for the EU as a block? Do you have any suggestions where the EU can further enhance in order to strengthen its relationship with North African countries, especially with Egypt and also Malta as a country? Do you have certain suggestions that can further enhance our relationship not just in trade but also when it comes to climate change and migration? We will be willing to pass on these suggestions not just today, but we can even communicate via email. We are open to discussion in order to further enhance our relationship with Egypt and North African countries in general. Thank you. 

H.E. KHALED ANIS: Our relations with the EU and with the European countries, and with Malta, are excellent. The EU is our first partner, with the investment coming from the EU and from other European countries being quite appropriate. However, we need more investment. In this COP we created the Green Hydrogen Forum with Belgium. We need more investment in renewable energy and in infrastructure. Regarding Malta, before the COP, the Embassy had a lot of engagements with Ambassador Simone Borg, who is Malta’s special representative for climate change. She is a very good person, and she knows the subject deeply. We had a lot of engagements with her every week. 

Malta hosted an event regarding water, energy and tourism during the COP and we worked together during this event. As His Excellency mentioned, we arranged a meeting with Minister Dalli during the COP. So, we are engaging a lot with Europe and with Malta. I think that Europe needs to invest more in renewable energy, in infrastructure and to help North African countries and Egypt to tackle the economic problems. As I mentioned earlier, the more these countries are prosperous, then there will be less immigration to Europe. The more you invest in these countries the more you will help Malta and other European countries. Drought, as I said before, has a major impact on the whole of Africa, Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan and Egypt. So, we need to find a solution to drought. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: The Hon. Rebecca Buttigieg. 

HON. REBECCA BUTTIGIEG: Your Excellency, first of all thank you very much for coming to meet us today. One of the main challenges of climate change is the sustainability of our agricultural system and the supply of food. I wonder if that was one of the main topics discussed at this COP summit and if any concrete action is going to be taken on this topic? 

H.E. KHALED ANIS: In fact, this is probably the first COP that has created a discussion on the world problem regarding agriculture in order to deal with quantity and quality of food production. And yes, I agree with you, food production is one of the major problems that we are seeing. In fact, in my country, because of this war we are suffering a lot with regards to the supply of wheat. We are the largest wheat importer globally and 80% of our wheat comes from Russia and Ukraine! Local production only covers around 50% of consumption and because of this war we had to knock on every door in Europe, in India, in Argentina and the US to get wheat. We are a big country with around 105 million people. So, yes, agriculture and food production was one of the issues. 
There was an Egyptian initiative regarding agriculture, so it was on the top of the agenda of this COP. On agriculture and water management we worked with the EU and the USA, and we talked a lot with Malta. Manuel Sapiano was chairing the water authority within Egypt during these last couple of months. He attended the COP27 and he attended the Cairo Water Week which took place in October. In fact, we are now in the middle of the process of signing a memorandum of understanding between Egypt and Malta with regards to water management. As you mentioned earlier agriculture and food production was on the centre of this COP. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Your Excellency can you please elaborate a bit more about this memorandum of understanding between Malta and Egypt?  

H.E. KHALED ANIS: I did not see the memorandum of understanding yet. This is between Manuel Sapiano and the Egyptian Authority. It is a very technical MOU. I did not see it yet, but I know that it is at the last stages. Probably it is here with the Ministry for Energy, and they are doing some final amendments. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: It relates to a form of cooperation in water management. 

H. E. KHALED ANIS: It is about cooperation in water management between Egypt and Malta because you have a lot of expertise in this field. Water is a national security issue in Egypt. We are a very poor country in terms of water. We depend on the Nile River; in fact 97% comes from the Nile River. We are now talking about desalination and water treatment. We are talking with the pertinent authority here in Malta, mainly with Manuel Sapiano about water management and water reuse. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: We faced such a water problem way back in the 1980’s and then we developed a system of water treatment and desalination. So, we got the water from the sea and turned it into drinkable water. It is a very costly process but being a small country without resources and without water it was the best way that we could think of to deal with this situation back in the 1980’s. Earlier you mentioned the European Union; our country is fully committed to the EU’s Fit for 55 Package for reducing emissions to mitigate global warming. We are 
committed to that package which the EU is moving forward. 

As a small island we are particularly hit by global warming. In fact, very recently a UNESCO report highlighted the risk of a tsunami in Malta occurring in the next 30 years and has urged the authorities to take immediate steps so that, if and when this occurs, Malta will be prepared. I think and I believe and will also reiterate what the Prime Minister said, that Malta is best placed to serve as a test bet for new technologies like wind farms and renewable energy technologies but we are also very willing to provide help to small island development states, especially in areas which Your Excellency suggested in water treatment and water management. 

H.E. KHALED ANIS: Water is a source of energy. We have continuous talks with the Ministry for Energy. We are talking about LNG and electricity, so we are engaging with the Ministry and hopefully in the coming period you will hear more about tangible results in all these fields. 

I want to take this opportunity to talk briefly about my goal to create this Egyptian Friendship Group here in Parliament. I think our bilateral relation is above excellent. Politically we are on the same page on every item. We are now advancing our bilateral relations in all fields so I would definitely hope that we can see very soon 

this Friendship Group here in Parliament. Thank you very much.
 
THE CHAIRPERSON: In fact we need to see more tangible results because for many years we talked about this and we did not see tangible results. I’m also referring to governments and the conference we have mentioned as some governments make their commitments but then they never keep their promises and their pledges. So, to see tangible results will be a good sign of relief. I will support the Parliamentary Friendship Group between our two countries. As you know it has already been discussed with your previous Speaker and our current Speaker around two years ago in Egypt and during the Speakers’ Conference. I accompanied the Speaker, and it was discussed and the formalities will be taken care of by the Office of the Speaker so that this Parliamentary Friendship Group will be established without further delay. Thank you very much for your time, it has been a pleasure to meet you and to hear your first-hand experience in relation to the COP27. 

H.E. KHALED ANIS: Thank you very much for your time and I am always available whenever you want to discuss any specific issues relating Egypt and Malta. Thank you. 

THE CHAIRPESON: Grazzi. B’hekk eżawrejna l-aġenda li kellna llum u għalhekk niddikjara l-laqgħa magħluqa.  

Fil-5:10 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data u b’aġenda li kellhom jiġu komunikati aktar tard.
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