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ŻJARA TA’ VALUTAZZJONI MILL-OSCE OFFICE FOR DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON (Onor. Glenn Bedingfield): Nagħti merħba lil kull min hawn preżenti għal din il-laqgħa konġunta bejn il-Kumitat Permanenti dwar l-Affarijiet Soċjali u l-Kumitat Permanenti dwar l-Affarijiet Barranin u Ewropej. Illum għandna magħna lis-Sur Andrew Gardner, Deputy Head of Human Rights Department (ODIHR) u s-Sinjorina Iryna Ivankiv, Project Officer mal-ODIHR. Fuq talba tad-delegazzjoni din il-laqgħa se tkun qiegħda ssir in camera. 

Mr Gardner, I was just introducing this meeting and announced your presence here. I also announced that this meeting will be held in camera as per your request. Are there any comments you wish to make at this stage? Mr Andrew Gardner the floor is yours.

MR ANDREW GARDNER (Deputy Head of Human Rights Department (ODIHR)): Thank you very much for that kind introduction. Perhaps I could just introduce ourselves and the work we do.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Yes please.

MR ANDREW GARDNER: Mr Chairman, thank you very much to you and to the Members of this Committee for finding the time to meet with us today. I’m the Deputy Head of Human Rights Department (ODIHR) and my colleague, Ms Iryna Ivankiv, is the Project Officer from the Human Rights Department (ODIHR). We are part of a larger delegation which is conducting a study to assess and promote good practises related to the protection of human rights defenders in Malta. This is a mechanism of the ODIHR which is a unique mechanism amongst inter-governmental organizations. It looks specifically at the situation of human rights defenders, in particular in participating states of the OSCE. In the assessment cycle this is the third participating state that we have been invited to and we’re doing the assessment on. Previously we’ve been to Bosnia Herzegovina and to Romania. Malta is the third country we’re visiting, and we are very grateful to the Maltese invitation to conduct this assessment, but also for their openness and also for the wide range of state and public bodies which they arranged for us to meet, which is incredibly useful for our assessment. 

We also had the opportunity to meet a large number of civil society organizations and individual activists. The definition of human rights defenders that we used for our assessments is a very broad definition, but it is the same definition that the UN uses and essentially it is anyone, individually or collectively, working peacefully for the fulfilment of the protection of human rights defenders. So, in addition to people who work for NGOs or Human Rights Organizations, such as independent journalists, anti-corruption activists, whistleblowers, environmental rights defenders and others. We had the opportunity to meet these individuals as well as to talk with the relevant state authorities. Essentially, we are looking for examples of good practices here in Malta that we can share with other participating states, and also where there are identified challenges which we can look for potential solutions to them. 

After we prepare our report on Malta, we will share a copy of the draft report with the Maltese authorities for their comments, corrections and additions. After that stage, with the permission of the Maltese authorities, we hope to publish the report. We will arrange a meeting with the stakeholders, both from state authorities and civil society, where we will discuss together the findings in the report and the possible solutions to the challenges, and we still move forward on the recommendations together to improve the situation. 

At the end of the assessment cycle there will be a final report which will be public, and we will carry the main findings of all the assessments. We are very grateful to you for your time and look forward for comments and recommendations on what we can do to perhaps identify the challenges that human rights defenders face, to understand how you work with human rights defenders in your work and also to see what potential solutions or improvements could be. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mr Gardner, thank you very much. I welcome you to this meeting. Malta, as a country, has been championing in human rights. Obviously, we are not a perfect country. Along the years there were setbacks, but our Constitution states that everyone is entitled to fundamental rights and freedoms in respect to a place of origin, political opinions, colour, creed, sex or sexual orientation or gender identity. As a country, we are also signatory to several international and European conventions that aim to protect human rights, which means that we are obliged to follow their principles and to ensure that our law does not conflict with them, while at times also enforcing the necessary provisions at a local level. 

Now let me introduce my colleagues. The Hon. Davina Sammut Hili and the Hon. Amanda Spiteri Grech are from the Government side. And from the Opposition side we have the Hon. Joe Giglio, the Hon. Graziella Galea and the Hon. David Agius. The Parliamentary Secretary, the Hon. Rebecca Buttigieg, has joined us as well. 

Now we can switch off our mics and will continue the discussion in camera. Thank you. 

Fil-5.15 p.m. il‑Kumitat aġġorna għal data li kellha tiġi komunikata aktar tard.
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