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LAQGĦA MAD-DELEGAZZJONI PARLAMENTARI TAJLANDIŻA

THE CHAIRPERSON (Onor. Edward Zammit Lewis): First of all, thank you for coming to Malta. Although we have challenges regarding distance, I believe the parliamentary dimension is very important, especially for Malta as a small country, but also from your part. Thank you for taking such a long trip to come and visit our islands and without further ado I give the floor to you so that we can start the meeting. 

HON KORRAWEE PRISSANANTAKUL (Chairperson of the Committee on Administration of the Kingdom of Thailand): Good afternoon, thank you so much for your time. This is our first time officially visiting Malta, and I believe that we can have a good and fruitful discussion to strengthen our relations between Thailand and Malta, especially with the Chairperson of the Foreign and European Affairs Committee. We believe that we can have good collaboration between Malta and Thailand, and we could share very good information between our Parliaments. Thank you for your time. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: First of all, thank you for coming and, as I said, I believe we can enhance our relationship, not only on the parliamentary dimension but also vis-à-vis our governments, our trade, our exchange of views on international issues which affect us all as the world is a global village. So, through communication we are becoming smaller and there is a degree of interdependence, everything affects each other and there are issues which I’m sure that affect us both, such as, trade, education and culture. We can discuss these things. I believe the way to proceed is maybe the Members who are accompanying you make their intervention. The Hon. Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici and the Hon. Amanda Spiteri Grech have also joined the meeting. 

HON KORRAWEE PRISSANANTAKUL: I want to ask some questions. Do you have any specific areas to enhance the relationship between Malta and Thailand? 

THE CHAIRPERSON: I believe three important parameters which can be enhanced are the aspect of culture. In a different perspective both countries are very rich in culture. Second is education which is key to better job opportunities, upskilling and a better economy with more value added. And I think this is also important in your case. For a small country like Malta, it makes all the difference because with better education and better personal development in certain sectors, for example, for us the important sectors are financial services which guarantee a lot of quality jobs and aviation. With better education we can guarantee a better economy and better value added for our families and future generations. The third aspect which is very strong in your country is tourism. I’m sure you appreciate it that in Malta it is a very strong sector, which has been with us for decades, and which is very important for us. Those are the three main aspects but there can be trade relations and certain niches which are important for us as well. Maybe my colleagues in the committee would like to make their interventions as well. 

The Hon. Mario de Marco. 

HON MARIO DE MARCO: First of all, thank you very much for finding the time with your Members to visit us. As it was rightly pointed out, this is the Foreign and European Affairs Committee. Our foreign affairs have always been a strength of our country because being a relatively small country, if we want to relate and be part of the international community, we had to give a lot of strength to our foreign affairs. So, that is significant and crucial for us to be able to interact. 

Being an island rather than being part of a continent has its own disadvantages, which meant even more recently why Malta, post our independence in 1964, we had to heavily invest in our international relations. It’s the Foreign and European Affairs Committee precisely because today, as you rightly know, we are a fully-fledged member state of the European Union. Despite our size, as the Chairperson indicated, we are an equal member with equal status as Germany, France, Spain or Italy forming part of the European Union. So, on the Council of Ministers meetings of the European Union our voice is equal to that of Germany. We have one commissioner in the same way that Germany, France and Spain have. So, this is the significance that a membership of the European Union has given to Maltese foreign affairs. 

We give strength not only to European affairs, but we also give importance to Mediterranean affairs. Malta happens to be in the centre of the Mediterranean and the history of this country has always been impacted by what happens in the Mediterranean, be it what is coming from the Southern part or from the Northern part of the Mediterranean. So, basically, the powers that have been in the Mediterranean have forged our history. 

We do realise how important trade is within the Mediterranean. We also realise that one of the unique selling points of Malta, within the European Union, is also the fact that we bring a Mediterranean dimension to the European Union. Admittedly, Spain, Italy, France, Greece and Portugal are Mediterranean, but we are also very close to those countries within the Mediterranean which are all in the Southern brink. We very often believe that we can act as a bridge of foreign relations between Europe and the North African states. What happens within the Mediterranean often has an impact in Europe. If we see what is happening within the Middle East, we cannot believe that what happens there will stay in the Middle East. The reality is that what is happening at the moment, be it in Gaza, in the West Bank and in Israel, has repercussions beyond that and we see that in Iran and in Lebanon. And I think we all have an interest in trying to see what each of us can do in our different ways to de-escalate the rising tensions within the Middle East because the repercussions are felt from beyond. 

In the briefing we had for this very important visit of yours, we also noted with interest that only a few months ago an important agreement was reached in relation to trade between your kingdom and the European Union. I think that is an important step forward which, eventually, may possibly lead the way to an establishment of a free trade area or free trade agreement between the kingdom of Thailand and the European Union. As we know, one of the main factors of success of the European Union is precisely the fact that it is an economic area which tries to remove barriers to trade as opposed to imposing them. The very fact that the cooperation agreement that was signed in August between the kingdom of Thailand and Europe can possibly pave the way to further discussions towards a free trade agreement is important for the European Union and for the kingdom of Thailand.

I just came from a meeting of what is known as the Mediterranean Tourism Foundation. Both the Hon. Edward Zammit Lewis and I were ministers for tourism in different respective times. The kingdom of Thailand is a very important destination for tourism in Asia, probably the most important tourism destination in Asia. Tourism for the Maltese economy remains one of the main pillars of our economy. And I think we both understand what the people-to-people tourism industry is. We may have other industries which have enabled the economic growth of Malta, but undoubtedly there is no industry which gives such strong people relations than tourism. 

So, we note with interest the way Thailand has developed economically, especially with tourism, because that is also a reflection of what we have done but, I repeat, the Mediterranean Tourism Forum is a forum which brings together different mediterranean countries and it enables co-operation which goes beyond tourism. So, I honestly look forward to your visit, which I think is the first to this Parliament, and that it can enhance stronger and better relations between our respective countries. Thank you. 

HON KORRAWEE PRISSANANTAKUL: I think this is a very good chance for us to invite all the Members of your committee, if you have the chance, to visit Thailand. We have things in common. The revenue of our country depends a lot on tourism, which is quite similar to Malta, and I love the idea that you mentioned earlier about the Mediterranean Foundation, which in the area you can use your uniqueness of your country to expand into other countries in Europe is very interesting. So, if you have the chance, we welcome your Committee or your Parliament to visit Thailand. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. What I suggest, and I’ll grab a point from what my colleague the Hon. de Marco said, the EU-ASEAN dimension. The European Union is giving great importance to this forum, and I believe you are very formidable players in that forum with this agreement, but there can be a lot of synergies even indirectly vis-à-vis Malta through the European Union which will open to mutual benefits both for the European Union and for Thailand. And here I am talking about important markets for exports and for tourism. I believe that is a very important forum. 

I had the privilege to attend with the Prime Minister, I think it was in 2023, an important forum in Brussels of the EU-ASEAN and it was a high-level meeting which was very important and very well attended. There is a great interest from both Thailand and neighbouring countries in establishing closer relations with the European Union. I think that there can be very important synergies between the two parts. Thank you very much for coming and I hope you enjoy your stay and enjoy Malta for the rest of your stay. Thank you.

Fl-4.53 p.m. il‑Kumitat aġġorna għal nhar l-Erbgħa, 27 ta’ Novembru 2024, fl-4.30 p.m. għal laqgħa konġunta mal-Kumitat Permanenti dwar il-Kontijiet Pubbliċi u l-Kumitat Permanenti dwar l-Affarijiet Ekonomiċi u Finanzjarji.


