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LAQGĦA MA’ DELEGAZZJONI MILL-KAMRA TAL-KUMMERĊ U L-INDUSTRIJA TAL-UKRAJNA

MR STEFANO MALLIA (President of the European Economic and Social Committee Employers’ Group): Thank you very much for finding the time to meet us. I am sure you that have been informed that this is only part of a larger business delegation coming from Ukraine. The delegation came about from a relationship that I immediately established with Mr Gennadiy Chyzhykov, the President of the Ukrainian Chamber of Commerce, where within two or three weeks after the war I invited Mr Gennadiy to my office in Brussels to attend our meetings. 

Mr Vassallo Cesareo and Mr Chyzhykov also know each other through membership in the EU Chambers, where both organisations are active. To cut a long story short, our mind frame is the following; obviously we all know what the situation in Ukraine is, so we don’t need to repeat it. However, the facts on the ground are that the Ukrainian economy is functioning. This is not a situation where Ukraine is in a state of war, and the economy is dead. On the contrary. If I am not mistaken, they have registered 5% or 6% growth in their gross domestic product since last year. The projections are that they will continue in this trend. But beyond what is happening now, it is this meeting and the meetings that they have had, with an eye on the near future. Why? Because our mind frame is that when the war will stop, and the war will stop one way or another, the Ukrainian economy will grow fast, amongst other things also because a lot of money will come into Ukraine. 

There is a lot of interest - they can talk about it themselves - from US investors, from Japanese, from Polish, French, Italian, German and Austrian investors. They are all going there on a regular basis. A number of organisations have opened offices already in Ukraine. Their line of thinking, at least when I approached Mr Chyzhykov about this and then I approached Mr Vassallo Cesareo for his support about this meeting, was that we as a Maltese business community need to establish relationships. I remember having a conversation with the Former Permanent Representative in Brussels, Ms Marlene Bonnici, where while we were discussing this issue, we said that we need to do something. And this is exactly why they have been here. They have visited companies, organisations and government entities. This morning, we also had a forum whereby there were business to business meetings.

From my part I will stop here. We already had a meeting between us to see what other initiatives we are going to take. So, apart from working towards taking now a Maltese delegation to Ukraine later on this year, we were also thinking about putting together some joint projects which we can also present to you as Members of Parliament and also to the Government, with the idea that we will continue to build our relationship. It would be interesting for this discussion if we could provide some space to our colleagues so they can explain what the situation really and truly is within Ukraine. We can read a lot, hear a lot, but these people are living it every day, and they can explain to us a bit better what is really going on. But before doing that I would like to ask the President of the Malta Chamber to say a few words.

MR CHRIS VASSALLO CESAREO (President of the Malta Chamber): Thank you very much. I’ll be quick. These last two years we have focused a lot on internationalisation. I had the opportunity to meet my colleague Mr Chyzhykov during the Eurochambres Conferences. It was only natural for us to see how we could join our chambers together for the better of both chambers and both countries as a whole. We signed a memorandum of understanding only a few months ago with the aim to lead on it and follow it up. Both of us were very impressed when we managed to set the dates for this trade mission. I can assure you it was no small feat for them to make it here. So, definitely compliments to them for that. 

We have identified a couple of areas where we can collaborate, I would say almost immediately. We have English language schools, we have ports, aviation and agriculture, etc. We have also mentioned our experience within the European Union, being a member now for 21 years, to sort of shadow and facilitate businesses in how to mitigate and in how to navigate the processes once they join the European Union. There are a lot of different avenues. We are also looking to take this further once we have more tangible connections and establishments of the Maltese business. Going forward we will then see how we can take this further. I think in a nutshell that is pretty much what we have managed to accomplish today.

Mr Chyzhykov, would you like to make an intervention?

MR GENNADIY CHYZHYKOV (President of the Ukrainian Chamber of Commerce): Thank you very much. We are part of a big delegation from the Ukrainian businesses. And with us we also have a Member of Parliament who is very famous and known by everyone in Ukraine, the Hon. Stepan Cherniavsky, who would like to make an intervention. The Hon. Cherniavsky will be assisted by our interpreter.  

HON. STEPAN CHERNIAVSKY (Member of Parliament Agrarian Committee): Dear colleagues, it is our great pleasure to be here today and on behalf of the Ukrainian Government and the Parliament I would like to express gratitude to Malta, to the Maltese people, for receiving our delegation today. As a Member of Parliament, I represent the Agrarian Committee. I would also like to express my gratitude for your vote in favour of Ukraine as a candidate status. For us it’s of ultimate importance to be in the EU family. This is something absolutely valuable that you are doing for us as a country, by supporting us, especially in the EU integration processes. The Parliament is on track of the EU laws and regulations that should be made, all the transformations and the adoption of Ukrainian legislative to the EU standards.

Basically, this will definitely create the favourable conditions towards the legislative changes which will create the conditions for the business part. As part of the Government, we are very grateful for the organisers, the Malta Chamber of Commerce, which has created this dialogue between the business representatives of the two countries. It is the first big event since the signing of the memorandum of understanding with the Malta Chamber. But this is just the first step. I am definitely confident that in the minds of professional people, and people who understand the necessity of such ties, there should not be the word of competitiveness but the word of cooperation. 

Unfortunately, we are still at war, and we are thankful that you understand the state of our situation, and you continue with your support. Real friends can be proved once there is a problem. This is where your support is very visible for us. And the people of Ukraine will definitely be grateful that you supported us during this time. And of course, we will be grateful if you can share with us the experience you have had when Malta joined the EU, especially the concerns about the business part, of what steps you took or what problems you encountered with the legislative reforms for the business part. Maybe you can share those experiences with us. 

We want to say that we stay resilient because we are dedicated to your goal, and we will hold till we become part of the EU family. Thank you.

MR GENNADIY CHYZHYKOV: Thank you very much for your time. I would like to say that for our delegation from the Chamber of Commerce one of the most important places we would like to visit is your Parliament, to speak with you and to hear your political point of thinking. We would like to explain the difficult situation that we have right now in our country. We should pay more and more attention to the economical points, business points, etc, etc. And I would like to show again the gratitude of the Ukrainian people towards Malta and the Maltese people for your support in this difficult period of time. We have received your support from the first days of the war. And it still continues to this day. It’s very important. Right now, is not a simple time. 

You are seeing the political coalition concerning support of Ukraine from our partner in the United States, which sometimes is not very understandable. From one side we see a very strong desire to stop the war, to find peace, but at the same time for Ukraine it’s very important to send the message that we did not start this war! We would like you to understand this. We are protecting our country. We are fighting not for this territory, but we are fighting for the future of our country. Ukraine is part of the map of Europe, of the world, or not? This is not only about one kilometre or 10 kilometres of our land. This is a very clear message from our side. We are fighting for our future, for independence and for freedom. For us it’s a symbol of freedom, independence and sovereignty. This is Europe, and first of all the European Union. We paid and will pay a lot of attention to be part of this world. 

We are absolutely sure our cooperation will be on the principle very popular in some countries named win-win. This is the first business delegation just after the start of the war. We appreciated a lot our very strong partnership with this Chamber of Commerce. We formed this organisation and will continue to support our relation. We signed an agreement and a memorandum of understanding. And this is very important. I also appreciated Mr Chris Vassallo Cesareo and Miss Helga Mizzi for everything that they have done. I met Mr Stefano Mallia many years ago, and in the first weeks of the war he called me and told me welcome to Brussels. It was a European voice but for me it was a Maltese voice. 

Mr Mallia represents a very important organisation and that was my first encounter with Malta and the Maltese. And afterwards I decided that we should pay more attention, and from my point of view we have very good relations with Malta. If we speak about Ukraine business content, as you know unfortunately 20% of Ukrainian territory is occupied by Russia. Every day we see a situation where our energy sector and housing are being bombed by different type of rockets, drones, etc. Despite this Ukraine has a very strong army. We are protecting our country, and our President is looking for a possibility to stop this war on the condition that the voice of Ukraine should be taken in account. 

We are on our territory and that is why we are here as well, because we need your support. What we are fighting for is for our future, etc. We are here as a trade delegation who represents many sectors, agricultural sector, food production, innovation, technology, green energy and many others. Ukraine is looking for new contacts. Ukraine is a country with huge potential. For example, despite of the war we are one of the biggest export-oriented country in agriculture products. We are also a country with big potential in the methodological sector, IT sector and energy sector. Before the war we sold energy to Europe because we produce a lot. 

Ukraine has a very good potential. We are here to share with Maltese business, and we do not need to wait until the war is finished. We should start thinking now about cooperation, about new possibilities and about where we are weak and strong. We have a lot of opportunities. Euro integration for business is very important, and you like a coach, can assist us. In this case the role of the Maltese Chamber of Commerce and of the Maltese businesses is increased in our society. We are looking at a possibility for logistics. You are very strong in the sea logistic. You have historical big influence in our market, not only in that of the Mediterranean but also in the African markets. And Ukraine is looking for some European hubs where we can open our … For example, we exported more than 140 million tonnes of different type of products, first of all agricultural products. Potentially we can export millions and millions of tonnes of food, agricultural products for millions of people all around the world. And you can have a big role in this process. 

Today we discussed new opportunities in the forum we had, and I would like to say that Ukrainian businesses are very satisfied. We would like to continue because we want to have a stable relationship. We spoke about the joint business councils, and we would like to continue with that cooperation. We spoke about seminars for Ukrainian businesses on how to work in the European market and on how to work with your country. We are awaiting your delegation. Of course this is not my role, but if you will visit Ukraine, like the Chamber of Commerce, we would like to organise good contacts with our businesses to get the big picture. If needed some officials, together with my friend, we will do our best in this regard. That’s why right now the time is unique. There is no need to wait for the war to finish. A lot of countries would like to take part in the reconstruction and rebuilding but now is the time to start. 

Despite the size of your country, you have some very good positions in many niches of business, etc. And we are a very positive partner. Today the conference was good, and we appreciated it a lot. Today we have met the Vice Prime Minister, and we got very good messages. For us it’s absolutely positive what I heard. We will leave with a very good feeling. We came just in time because this is a difficult time, not only for Ukraine but also for Europe. We need to unite our forces as much as possible to protect our European interest on the international map, first of all from an economical point of view. Ukraine cannot be a competitor of Malta, but we would like to be a partner with you. Thank you very much again for your time. We will be very glad if our contacts will continue, like we have with the Chamber, and we would be very glad to see you in Kiev anytime you decide to visit. From our side you will find some partners who will assist with any type of contacts with businesses, officials, etc. And you will always have direct contact with Parliament. Thank you very much.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much for your interventions. Thank you, Mr Mallia, because although you occupy an EU role, you never lose an opportunity to help our country. Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr Cesareo, I know how you have at heart the Chamber of Commerce, and I am sure that you are doing a very good job even in this regard. Thank you Ms Helga Mizzi, where in our foreign affairs and otherwise you always did a professional job. 

With regards to Ukraine this Committee has always been unanimously together. With my colleagues of the Opposition, we were always vociferous in helping Ukraine and the interrogable principle in my opinion of territory sovereignty, which is a no go, and we have to keep on insisting in helping Ukraine in this regard. I personally wish that the European Union and its institutions get involved more in this process, and lately in the turn of events, although there is a possibility of a cease fire and that things will go towards a peace process, I wish the EU institutions and us, as part of these institutions, are involved in this process because I think this is a European problem. So, we have to be involved at the table of negotiations. But what is important is that the Ukrainian people deserve a recovery plan, and it’s very important that we look at the future. 

I visited Ukraine together with the Prime Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs way back in November 2013, and even at that time there were a lot of opportunities and a lot of industry. I believe that in a bilateral manner we can do a lot more, so please Mr Cesareo entice our businessmen and our entrepreneurs to do more, because I believe that, as highlighted by yourself, there are a lot of levels of cooperation which we can exploit to the beneficial of both parties. We are a small country but with very good and successful and innovative entrepreneurs. So, although we are the smallest country in the EU, we have our importance as you rightly said, with the Mediterranean dimension, with the opportunities towards the African continent which we wish to exploit in a far better manner with a partner as well, like Ukraine. But what is important is that Ukraine closes this chapter and look forward, as you said, with innovative ideas of cooperation.  

As regards the EU process we are always in favour. I know that due negotiation because you already have a trade agreement, but obviously this opportunity, this dark chapter in our history gave an opportunity for a more sense of belongingness of the Ukraine towards the European Union. So maybe that is a bit of a positive aspect in all this dark situation, that there is a big sense of belongingness from the Ukrainian people towards Europe and the European Union. This gives us an opportunity that we move forward in this regard. I believe that the EU has to be more structured in the way it deals with the accession of prospective countries, in a more structured manner and with a certain momentum. It has to give a better structure dimension because obviously the people of prospective countries will have their anxiety as well, as we had in our country where we had our disagreements, although today we are convinced of the EU membership as well. 

We are one of the most convinced countries at the moment but today I believe that it was a very important chapter in our history. The debate is important, and it was important at that time as well. I hope that you have this debate although the situation you have did not leave much to debate. As you said we are not competitors, although competition has a positive aspect as well, even in EU terms. But we can be competitors and partners at the same time. You are already part of the EU family; you are working towards the EU accession, but you are already part of our family. It is a cumbersome process and as the gentleman said there is a lot of compliance, which is important as well because you need someone who is acceding to the EU which has the same rules and has a level playing field which is a cardinal principle of the internal market.  And it has to work in that manner otherwise it is very difficult to work. 

With the Maltese Chamber I am happy with this memorandum of understanding, and I believe that even the Maltese Chamber has to do a follow up. We should keep working on it because if we keep this process open, we will be front runners in creating new synergies between Malta and Ukraine. Thank you very much. 
ONOR. BEPPE FENECH ADAMI: Good afternoon and welcome. I am from the Opposition Party. I would like to reiterate our position with regards the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, where from day one as an Opposition Party we were very clear in our stand. This is an aggression by Russia on Ukraine, and Russia is at fault and today, three years down the line, I think we must reiterate that these three years were not wasted years because I think that outside there is some sort of narrative being nurtured that these three years have brought us nowhere. Our position is that these three years have served to stop a further aggression by the Russians. If it weren’t for the courageous and heroic stance taken by the Ukrainian people, I am sure that three years down the line, the situation in Ukraine, and possibly in Europe, would have been much worse.   

My first message to you this afternoon is that these were not three wasted years which brought us nowhere, but these were three years in which the Ukrainian people manifested heroic positions and have not let the situation deteriorate to an extent where things would have become irreversible. Things are still reversable I think at this stage because you took the position you took, because Europe took the position it took, because the United States took the position it took and because a small country like Malta took the position it took. That is my first point.

My second point is with regards to your accession in the European Union. First of all, my advice to you is not to look at the European Union solely on an economical level because the European Union is a political project which has its values, and which distinguish it from many other unions around. So primarily this is what Ukraine should do in its process of accession in the European Union, that is it should make a political decision. Abiding to the European Union has massive commercial and business implications. However, your accession to the EU is primarily a political decision. 

One of you asked about our journey and I can assure you that it wasn’t an accelerated journey. On the contrary it was a controversial issue. However our country, and I am saying this 20 years down the line, when we look back I think what we managed to do is to create an umbrella beyond particular affiliation where the civil society was involved, were all sectors of society were involved, from the least significant NGO to the Chamber of Commerce, to the lobbyists, where we created what we refer to as a movement. And that is a big challenge I think for Ukraine because obviously there will be doubts and there will be uncertainties. However, if you manage to create what we managed to create 20 years ago, an umbrella where everyone felt he is contributing and highlight their particular preoccupations on all the aspects and implications of the European membership. I would like to say that we believe that Ukraine is part of Europe, Ukraine is European and Ukraine has all the credentials to qualify for an accelerated process for accession with the European Union.   

Some of you asked whether it was difficult, and I have to say it was a process. We have transformed this country but being a small country, we have gone through many transformations. If we go back to the 1960s, we transformed our economy from an economy which was totally dependent on the military presence in Malta to an economy based on services and manufacture. And when the challenges to manufacture arrived, we managed to transfer this country into a country which provides services. I think if I had to advice, we are a micro example of how a country like Ukraine, and like Malta, could evolve in a changing world. So, I wish you well and I augur that the relationships between the Malta Chamber and your Chamber will flourish. If there is one particular thing about the Maltese businessmen is that somehow, they always wriggle their way through and make a presence in all corners of the world. I am sure that there are opportunities, and we will probably try and negotiate some rare mineral agreement with you as well. I am sure that the future beacons, provided that we stick to our principles, that we are for peace but a peace which is primarily based on a just agreement. Thank you.

THE CHAIRPERSON:  The Hon. de Marco.

ONOR. MARIO DE MARCO: I have little to add to what my colleagues has just said. Obviously, it is a privilege for us to welcome you here. We can’t do anything less but salute the bravery of the Ukrainian people. Any other people in similar circumstances would have succumbed a long time ago. The fact that you are here talking not about any military assistance but about prosperity and economic growth shows your resilience. It is very easy to talk today about cease fires and about peace, but I am sure we all agree that what we are after is not simply a cease fire but a lasting peace. A cease fire similar to the one that we had after the invasion of the Crimea, and then years later you have your country invaded again shows us that it’s not simply a matter of signing a peace treaty but having a peace treaty respected.  

When we look at the reaction that Europe is taking today in terms of the rearming of Europe is a waking up call for Europe. We all have to realize that peace is not something that any of us can take for granted. Having said that, and linking it up with silver lining, there is nothing like a conflict to show you who your true friends are! And I think today Ukraine is very well aware as to which are the countries that really want the good of its country and not any other alternative interest for Ukraine. As you all know the European project was built after the ashes of a world war which destroyed Europe, and as the Hon. Fenech Adami rightly said ultimately the European Union, what was then the European Community, was not really simply a matter of an economic project on coal and steel but was also a political project which was intended to bring a lasting peace in Europe. And to a large degree that project has succeeded because we have avoided effectively conflicts within Europe except if we had to look at what happened in Yugoslavia and what is happening today in Ukraine. 

So, I think that rather than simply having a fortress Europe we have to look to an expanded Europe because reality shows that the European project is a successful one, and the best approach to peace, to growth, to prosperity is to have a people to people approach and a business-to-business approach. Because ultimately, beyond what political rhetoric says, beyond what political leaders say, it is ultimately what the people really want. And with no doubt that the will of the Ukrainian people is to be part of this European project for peace and prosperity of the whole continent.  

We are there for you and we believe in you, and the Maltese people, apart from the Maltese government and the Maltese Opposition, are totally square behind you and supporting you despite our smallness. Again, the beauty of the European project is that our voice at the Council has an equal voice to that of Germany, France and Italy. Our voice in the Commission is equal to that of other Prime Ministers. So we will be there to support the Ukrainian project, we will be there to support your membership because we want to welcome you, not as equals because you are already our equals, but as full partners within the European Union to ensure that the peace that you will achieve, and you will achieve peace, will be a lasting peace as you really truly deserve. Thank you. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: If anyone would like to make some final comments please go ahead. 

MR GENNADIY CHYZHYKOV: First of all, I am impressed with your speakers and with your strong position despite what kind of political party you are coming from. What we see in general from Malta and the Maltese is support to Ukraine and that is very good. It gives us a positive emotion and new energy to protect our country, to protect Europe and to move together in the future. I heard a lot of opinions about EU integration, it’s a bureaucratic process, it’s a political process, etc, etc, but we understand. You should understand that Ukraine is a big country, with two of our borders being in the war right now, we have a neighbour like Russia and Belarus. 
Before the war we had 18 seaports and without these ports it is very difficult to continue to live because we are a very export-oriented country, with millions of tonnes of agricultural products could be sent only by our ports. Now we have only one window which is Europe, neighbours like Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Moldova, Romania, etc. These are our neighbours and due to the Black Sea, we are also neighbours to your country. Your experience is very important for us. Ukraine is a strong country and with regards to business it is very entrepreneurial.  Maybe you will not find these figures, but Ukraine now is absolutely different from what we saw 5, 10, 15 years ago. Now you have war with artificial intelligence, drones, etc. Before the previous war we paid a lot of attention to tanks, artillery, etc. but now it is a different type of war. 

Ukraine has a huge experience, and we are ready to share our experience with our brothers and sisters in Europe because we would like to protect us from unpredictable situations, unpredictable neighbours of the European Union. During these last three years in Ukraine more than 500 companies were created, and these are in the military technology! Everyday technology changes. Of course it is much easier to speak about agricultural products, about agricultural food processing, etc. than to think about protecting your children, your wives and your government. But that is why we pay big attention in new technology in the military sector. I would like to say that Ukrainian businesses are very flexible, and we should try to find new ideas on how to work with the Maltese businesses, etc.  

For example, an interesting topic – and we can discuss this with our friends and colleagues from the Chamber of Commerce – is the English language. The second language in Ukraine is English, like in Malta. And who is the number one in teaching the English language? For us your experience is very valuable because we are looking on how to unite our foreign federation of languages to support these types of services in Ukraine. That is also business. And that is why your experience, and your knowledge can be very positive to our country. Ukraine, and this is my opinion, but not only mine, is very good in the digitalisation sector and your country is moving very fast in that direction. So, we have a lot of opportunities. You mentioned the seaports which are very important. You mentioned Africa and we welcome that market because it is huge, with more than 1 billion people, and Ukraine can play and important role there.   

What I would like to ask you is that we need to organise such a meeting not as a one off, but we need to provide on different levels of communications on a business level. We can contact our friend from the Malta Chamber of Commerce. And we would like to find a joined project to assist Ukraine to do business in the European Union. Many ideas could be very useful from my point of view. I know this is not my task because I am not a Member of Parliament, but this could be very important for your country, it could be a very important sign for your people and our people. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: President Zelinsky addressed our Parliament in May 2022.

MR GENNADIY CHYZHYKOV: Please consider Ukraine in a stable position and your partner in the future. We would like to be a real partner in Europe, first of all for defence … No, of course, I do not want to be pessimistic but who knows?! I am talking from experience, but I am also thinking about the future. My mother always taught me to be prepared for the future and that is why it’s better to be prepared. Maybe you will never use that knowledge, but this is my approach to life.   

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much and thank you for your contribution. Thank you.  
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