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Publicly consulted

Legally binding for all schools

Ethics Education in Malta
The Malta National Curriculum Framework (2012)

The Ethics Education Programme began in 2014
and has been continuously developing since.
Values-based curriculum focusing on ethical
decision-making and critical thinking.
Available in State Schools and Private Schools
across compulsory schooling years.
Leads to National Certification accredited to EQF
Level 3



Focus on Digital Ethics and Digital wellbeing as part of a comprehensive
moral life.

Focus on Global Digital Citizenship and Empowerment.

Ethics Education in Malta
Two of the subject foci inspired by the new national strategies





Syllabi

3 Modules
21 Learning Outcomes

each
Prescriptive and Assessable

Founded in UN’s
Sustainable

Development Goals
Responsibility and Integrity

Artificial
Intelligence
The theme of AI

Ethics of Generative AI

Middle School Year 7 & 8
Ages 11-12, 12-13
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 Year 7 Syllabus
(Ages 11-12)



Human and Civil Rights-based
Syllabus

Implementation in 2023

Learning Outcomes 5-8
Intellectual Property in the
context of Generative AI
and Digital Citizenship

Year 7





Lesson guides are provided on a national level to
aid teachers and students interpret and work with
the Learning Outcomes.

Lesson
Guides

Available to all
teachers nationally



 Year 8 Syllabus
(Ages 12-13)



Liberty, Justice, and
Responsible use of Innovative
Technology

Implementation in 2024

Justice theme inspired by
UNODC GRACE Initiative. 
All Module 3 based on Global
Digital Citizenship

Year 8



Liberty, Justice, and
Responsible use of Innovative
Technology

Implementation in 2024

Justice theme inspired by
UNODC GRACE Initiative. 
All Module 3 based on Global
Digital Citizenship

Year 8







Revision of Syllabi

2021/22
Virtue Ethics

Evaluation
Consultation

Design & Development of revised Year 1 syllabus

2022/23
Year 1
Implementation & Feedback of revised Year 1 syllabus
Consultation, Design & development of Year 2 syllabus

2023/24
Year 2

Implementation & Feedback of revised Year 2 syllabus
Consultation, design & development of Year 3 syllabus

2024/25
Year 3
Implementation & Feedback of revised
Year 3 syllabus
Consultation, Design & development of
Year 4 syllabus

2025/26
Year 4

2026/27
Year 5

2027/28
Year 6

Implementation & Feedback of revised Year 3 syllabus
Consultation, Design & development of Year 5 syllabus



3 Modules per year

3

11 Virtues per year
Term 1: 4 virtues 
Term 2: 4 virtues
Term 3: 3 virtues

Virtue-based
Ethics

Care, Respect, Helpfulness,
Courage, Empathy, Fairness,

Tolerance, Citizenship,
Perseverance, etc.

Ethics
Years 1 to 3 Syllabi



Ethics
Years 4 to 6 Syllabi

Virtues &
Sustainable

Development Goals

Themes include:
Digital Citizenship

Digital Ethics
Digital Well-being
Global Citizenship

Emotional Intelligence
Environmental Stewardship

3

Module 1: The Living
World

Module 2: Living Together 
Module 3: Interacting in a

Digital World



Module 3 - Interacting in a
Digital World

Implemented in October 2025

Themes: Digital Citizenship,
Online Safety & Privacy, Trust
and Online Interactions, Media
Balance and Respectful
Technology Use

 
Year 4 Syllabus



Module 3 - Interacting in a
Digital World

Implementation in October 2026

Themes: Online Relationships
and Emotional Attachment,
Self-Image and Identity, Digital
Well-being, Media Literacy

 
Proposed Syllabus
for Year 5



Module 3 - Interacting in a
Digital World

Implementation in October 2026

Themes: Online Relationships
and Emotional Attachment,
Self-Image and Identity,
DigitaWell-being, Media Literacy

 
Proposed Syllabus
for Year 5



Year 4 (Foundation) → Year 5 (Deepening)

Online safety awareness →
Emotional impact of online
relationships

Basic privacy understanding →
Critical media literacy and
misinformation awareness

Media balance habits → Digital wellbeing and self-regulation

Respectful behaviour →
Ethical judgement and identity
reflection

General technology use → AI understanding and responsible use

Year 4 to Year 5
Spiral Progression



2027-28

Implementation of Revised Year
6 syllabus

All Ethics Primary Syllabi
Revised and Implemented 

Forward
Planning



Open
Resources



Open
Resources

Scan the QR code 



Assessment

In year groups that have not
yet formally incorporated AI
Ethics, the theme of AI has
been embedded through other
learning outcomes as case
studies, including in national
examinations at the end of
compulsory schooling, dealing
with case studies on Just War
and the Value of Human Life.



Lesson Planning Assessment

Teacher Training
2024 - 2025 - Using VALETIKA - based on OpenAI ChatGPT

VALETIKA is a versatile Ethics teaching tool for primary and secondary
education. It generates lesson plans with engaging activities, videos,
and presentations based on the national ethics syllabi, while also
analysing and offering feedback on students' reflective journals based
on a specific rubric.

Teacher training organised by the Ministry for Education 
is also made available to Ethics teachers in Private Schools.



Teacher
Training





Connecting
Classrooms





Survey and
Questionnaire



Your paragraph text



Your paragraph text



wE-Thrive FB Page



Your paragraph text

Maltese Policy



Flash Euro
Barometer
Dec 2025



Challenges

Make it possible for Ethics to be more available,
as part of a public discussion on the curricular
future.

Trigger an update to the MATSEC Syllabus.



The current Year 8 Cohort will
be participating in the PISA

2029 MAIL study.



Thank
You


