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final draft of the Partial Local Plan Review of the Gozo and Comino Local Plan 2006 for
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1.2
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1.4

Introduction

This partial local plan review relates to the Gozo and Comino Local Plan approved in
2006. This review affects two sites; one located in Ghajnsielem known as Ta’ Passi,
where the seasonal annual Christmas Village takes place, and the other area in Xewkija
known as Torri Gorgun, which is an exi_s.ting built-up area close to the development zone

boundary.

The proposed revision takes forward Government’s November 2023 request in terms
of article 41(2) of the Development Planning Act (Cap 552) to designate the site in
Ghajnsielem for an open air, formal recreational land use with ancillary structures
through the formulation of a site-specific policy, and to designate the Xewkija area as a

rural settlement,

The local plan review is required to provide specific policy direction for the site in
Ghajnsielem, including development criteria which ensure the site is used exclusively
for recreational activities with minimal commercial activity and site remains

predominantly open with ancillary small-scale structures.

With regards to the Xewkija site, the review is required to establish a boundary around
the rural settlement, identify the public roads within the settlement, the acceptable
land uses, building heights limitations and apply strict control to development over

vacant land.



2.1

2.2

23

2.4

Background

The area under review in Ghajnsielem commonly known as Ta’ Passi has since 2008
been the location of the annual Betlehem f'Ghajnsielem, a live reproduction of
Betlehem at the time of the birth of Jesus which spans between December and January
of each year. Each year the organisers have increased the number of attractions offered
which include amongst others, a bakery, old trade shops like carpenter and blacksmith,
a tavern offering local food, an open-air market, a small river and the grotto. Each area

is animated by volunteers dressed up in period costumes over the span of the event.

Over the years that the event has been organised, the organisers applied for a
temporary planning permission to hold the event and erect the structures needed for
the event.

It is a Government objective to designate this site for permanent open air formal
recreation with ancillary structures with minimal commercial activity that supports the

overall use of the site.

Development within the area under review in Xewkija known as it-Torri Gorgun appears
first on the aerial photographs of 1978. This development continued to increase and by
the year 1994 it reached the level of development that is present today, with smaller
additions up to the year 2004 {Refer to aerial photographs below). There are still
considerable areas of vacant land within close proximity to the existing buildings, and it
is an objective of this review to designate the built areas as a rural settlement in order
to contain urban sprawl and thus protect the undeveloped areas from further

development.
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3  Objectives

3.1 The Executive Council has agreed to initiate this partial review of the Gozo and Comino

Local Plan and issued the objectives for public consultation.

3.2 The Objectives for the Partial Local Plan Review of the Gozo and Comino Local Plan
{2006) for the area of Ghajnsielem and Xewkija, put forward by the Minister are as

follows:

1. To designate a specific site within the broad area depicted on Map 1 at
Ghajnsielem as an open air, formal recreational land use with ancillary structures.
The site-specific policy should include development criteria to ensure that the site
remains used solely for formal recreational with minimal commercial activity
forming an integral part of the recreational land use, remain predominantly open
and landscaped, any ancillary structures remain small in scale and their design and

location within the site do not create unacceptable impacts.

2. To designate the area located between Triq it-Torri Gorgun and Trig il-Kav.
Lorenzo Zammit Haber, Xewkija, broadly indicated on Map 2, as a Rural
Settlement and clearly delineate the development boundary, identify the
developable land within the boundary, public roads, the acceptable land-uses and
building height limitations within the overall framework of the Gozo and Comino
Local Plan, provided that additional development on vacant land is strictly

controlled.

3. Toamend or delete all other provisions in the Gozo and Comino Local Plan of 2006
which are deemed to run counter to the overall objectives set out in paragraphs

{1) and {2} above.

3.3 These objectives and the associated maps depicted in Figure 1 were published for a
public consultation period between the 15t of October 2024 to the 6 of November

2024,



Map 2: Xewkija Rural Settlement

Figure 1: Maps to support the Objectives of the Partial Review



4 Public Consultation

4.1

4.2

4.3

During the public consultation period 63 submissions were received. These are included
in Appendix 2: Public Consultation Submissions and Responses on Objectives of this
report. Amongst the submissions received there are submissions by the Ghajnsielem
Local Council, Din I-Art Helwa, Movimet Graffiti, ERA, Partit Nazzjonalista, and the Malta

Sociological Association.

The submissions related to the site in Ghajnsielem were three. One of the submissions
requested that the site known as Ta’ Passi be designated as an informal recreational
area with passages connecting paved areas and water features whereby paved areas
can accommodate lightweight structures related with seasonal activities and identified
two areas within the site that can house permanent buildings in relation with the
activities carried out within same site. The same submission made other
recommendations that inciude, a community centre with basement facilities and/or
parking, proposed underground car park with open space recreation or sports facilities
above with possibility of community facilities built above street level and a small
extension of the existing football pitch. Another submission requested that the formal
recreational area is limited to the site currently used for the nativity village and all
interventions should be contained within this site boundary. The submission also
indicated that structures should be smail scale and temporary and accomodated to the
western part of the site, away from open rural land and Wied Imgarr and that the
development should not be a source of light pollution. The last submission related to

Ghajnsielem requested a clarification on what is meant by formal recreation, that it is

“ensured that the site does not become a development zone for commercial purposes

and proposed the adoption of a Social impact Assessment.

The remaining 60 submissions related to site in Xewkija. 57 out of these 60 submissions
supported the objective of this partial review to designate the site as a rural settlement.
Most of these submissions claimed that development on the site started back in the
1960s and that this settlement was not included as a rural settiement by the GCLP 2006,

unlike other areas with similar charateristics that were included. Additionally, these



4.4

4.5

4.6

submissions support the objective to clearly delineate the development boundary and
identify the acceptable land-uses and building height limitation within the overall
framework of the GCLP. They also agree with the strict control of any future
developments on vacant land: One of the submissions indicated two clusters which
were not included on the map published with the public consultation objectives to also
be included as a category 1 rural settlement, in line with the definitions of GCLP. The
same submission reccomended that the other area indicated by the objectives map
should be included as a category 2 rural settlement, in line with the GCLP definitions.
Two of the submissions objected to the designation of the site as a rural settlement
stating that the site was developed after 1968 and that a number of dwellings and
structures were developed in the decades that followed, with several pending
enforcement notices on site. The submissions added that this review is intended to
sanction illegal development. This goes against the need to restrict land take up within
rural areas but only aggravates an already critical situation. Another submission stated
that this review undermines the obligation that one adhers to the laws and planning

policies.

The draft partial review was published for public consultation between the 21° of March
2025 and the 05%of May 2025. During this period, 5 submissions were received.
Another submission was unrelated to the consultation exercise. Two of the submissions
were by private individuals and the other submissions were by the Partit Nazzjonalista,

the Malta Sociolc-;éical Association and BirdLife Malta.

Part of one of the submissions expressed its agreement to the proposed revisions
related to Ghajnsielem. Anther submission requested the inclusion of provisions to
mitigate against noise pollution and discouraged the hosting of large events such as

music festivals within the Ta’ Passi site.

The other comments were related to proposed revisions in Xewkija. Two submissions
were objections to the proposed designation of a category 1 rural settlement in Xewkija
stating that the revisions are deemed not transparent as no information has been made -
available regarding the legality of the existing buildings in this area. Additionally, this

partial review is considered as a means to regularise illegalities. One submission



4.7

4.8

requested that a parcel of land indicated as a Public Road in Map B, be included as part

of the Residential Area and made available for development.
Planning Authority responses to these submissions are found in Appendix 3A.

The public consultation draft of the partial review was also presented and discussed
with the Parliamentary Committee for the Environment, Climate Change and
Development Planning on the 30" of April 2025. An Extract of this meeting is included
in Appendix 3B.

10
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5.2
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5.4

5.5

56

Strategic and Local Planning Guidance

This Partia! Review is guided strategically by the “Strategic Plan for the Environment and

Development (SPED)”.

SPED Thematic Objective 5 requires “to ensure that existing recreational resources are
protected, enhanced and accessible, and to facilitate the provision of new
recreational facilities to improve social cohesion, human health, air quality and
biodiversity”. Additional to this objective, Rural Objective 2 requires “the provision of
new recreational facilities which enhance the public’s rural experience”. Thematic
Objective 1 seeks to ensure that while socio-economic development needs are met,

land take-up within the Rural Area must be limited.

SPED Policy RO4.6 requires a review of the hierarchy of rural settlements to guide the
nature, scale and type of development within them under the objective of protecting
and enhancing the positive qualities and the traditional component of the rural

landscape.

The Gozo and Comino Local Plan policy map 14.2-A designates the site under review
located in Ghajnsielem as a Strategic Open Gap subject to policy GZ-SETL-2. This policy
prohibits any form of urban development in designated strategic open gaps except from
small scale infrastructural uses subject to a number of conditions. However, the policy
promotes the use o_f strategic open gaps for public informal recreation by improving the
access to these aréa;s through the provision of country walkways/paths and essential

utilities and services as appropriate.

Genera! Palicy Map 11.2 indicates parts of the Ta’ Passi site as an area of agricultural
value subject to policy GZ-Agri-1. This policy safeguards these areas and prohibits the

subdivision of agricultural land within these identified areas.

GCLP Map 10.3.3 indicated the site at just outside, on the Eastern side of the area under
review at Torri Gorgun, as disturbed habitat subject to general policy GZ-RLCN-5. The
policy identified sites subject to this designation as candidate sites for rehabilitation of

damaged landscape.

11



5.7

5.8

5.9

GCLP Map 11.2, indicates the land of agricultural value in Gozo and Comino. The site in

Xewkija is not indicated as an area of agricultural value.

General policy GZ-RLST-1 guides the development within Category 1 Rural Settlements,
GZ-RLST-2 guides development within both Category 2 and Category 3 Rural

Settlements and GZ-RLST-3 guides development within Category 3 Rural Settlements.

The site under review located in Xewkija is not subject to any site specific GCLP policy
as it lies outside the development zone. At the periphery of the site however, but not
within the area subject to this review, the local plan reserves an area for aviation
facilities subject to policy GZ-TRAN-14. This area is safeguarded for a possible extension
of air transport facilities. Since it is an objective of this partial review to designate the
area as a Rural Settlement, Map 4.2.10 which is a geographical location map of all rural
settlements in Gozo requires to be amended. Additionally, the respective policy
depending on the category designation of this new rural settlement general policies GZ-
RLST-1, GZ-RLST-2, and GZ-RLST-3 will apply and thus may require amendments so as to

make provision for the inclusion of the new rural settlement in Xewkija.

12



6  Policy Review

GHAJINSIELEM

A new policy that designates the area known as Ta’ Passi as an area for formal recreation with

ancillary facilities is required to address one of the objectives of this partial review.

Ta’ Passi Recreational Area

The area known as Ta’ Passi with an approximate area of 1.12ha, lies in close proximity to the
main piazza of Ghajnsielem where the predominance of public or institutional buildings, social
and community facilities, and the Ghajnsielem football ground, are located. This renders the
area very popular amongst local residents, and visitors form surrounding villages. Since 2008,
Ta’ Passi has been the location of the popular annual event, Betlehem f'Ghajnsielem which
spans during the Christmas period. This location, being very close to Mgarr harbour has made

this event also very popular amongst Maltese visitors as well as tourists.

The designation of the Ta’ Passi site as an open air, formal recreational area with ancillary
structures will create an additional recreational area in close proximity to the main urban area

of Ghajnsielem, which can be enjoyed by residents and visitors alike throughout the year.

Additionally, all the provisions of Maps 14.2G shall replace the provisions of all other maps

in the GCLP in relation to this site.

GZ-Ghjn-18: The local plan designates the area known as Ta’ Passi as depicted on MAP
14.2G, as a formal recreational area. Within this site, the policy designates a
sub-zone for formal recreation facilities ancillary to the existing football
ground, for which provisions of general policy GZ-RECR-6 shall be applicable.
The remaining of the indicated site shall be subject to the following

conditions:

i3



a)

b)

¢}

d)

e)

A comprehensive development application covering all the site indicated
on Map 14.2G but excluding the area within the site designated for
formal recreation ancillary to the existing football ground, is submitted
to the Planning Authority in accordance with the provisions of this policy,
an area of not less than 65% of the total site area (excluding the area for
ancillary sports facility) remains predominantly open. Only planting of
trees typical of maquis or archaeophytic fruit trees typical of rural
settings shall be allowed within this area,
the proposal shall include one or more circular routes to serve as
passageways and interspersed seating areas together with water
features as part of the predominantly open area but that do not occupy
more than 27% of the total site area (excluding the area for ancillary
sports facility),
all passageways are constructed with permeable material that allows
runoff water to seep through,
the proposal shall include small scale built roofed-over ancillary
structures provided that:

i. comprehensively they do not exceed 8% of the total site area

{excluding the area for ancillary sports facility),

ii.  the proposal may include two permanent structures as indicated
on Map 14.2G which can accommodate Class 4B, 4C and 4D
commercial uses as indicated by the Development Planning (Use
Classes) Order of 2014, provided that these structures do not
exceed an overall building height of 7.7 metres,

iii. the proposal may also include additional low-lying built and
roofed over structures ancillary to the formal recreation and the
seasonal activities that may be organised within the area. These
structures must not exceed an overall footprint of 145 sqm and a
building height of 3.4 metres each,

iv. the proposal ensures that the design and the location of the

ancillary buildings within the site do not create unacceptable

14



impacts. It is encouraged that these structures are screened by
landscaping as indicated in (b} above,

v.  given its location, the use of traditional materials (e.g. timber and
weathered stone) will be encouraged in order to convey an

informal rural character.

f) lighting shall consist of full cutoff downlighters with a colour temperature
of 2500 — 3000 K and also in according to the provisions of GZ- UTIL-5.

Lighting on high poles and/or floodlighting shall not be permissible.

Within the Ta’ Passi Policy Area Boundary as indicated on Map 14.2G, minimal excavations

or underground development related to the development described under {c} above only

shall be considered.

XEWKUA

Trig it-Torri tal-Gorgun and Triq il-Kav. Lorenzo Zammit, from their Western extremities
located within the development zone extend Easternly towards the area indicated for the
partial review in Xewkija. The area under review lies in close proximity to the main urban area
of Xewkija. An area of undeveloped land separates the urbén area and the area under study.
The buildings in the review area are no different from the predominance of buildings in the
surrounding areas. Also, there are few abandoned buildings with this site. With these
considerations, the rural settlement is recognised as a Category 1. Thus, the relevant policy
GZ-RLST-1 that identifies the Category 1 rural settlements is also being reviewed so as to also
include this new settlement. The development parameters of the policy need to be amended

to make reference to this additional designation.

Category 1 Large Rural Settlements ODZ



The character of these settlements, due to their close proximity to the main urban areas, the
building typology and land-uses within them does not distinguish them from tHe urban
settlement within the boundary. However, they are separated from the main urban areaby a
gap site, which is locally significant as it contributes positively to the character of the urban
area. The permission of development on vacant land within these settlements will not
substantially increase the amount of land released for development since the large part of

them are already built up.
GZ-RLST-1: Category 1 Large Rural Settlements ODZ

In Category 1 ODZ Settlements as indicated on MAPS 4.2.10 (including the

relative inset maps) together with the settlement indicated on Maps A and B

of the GCLP Partial Review for Ghajnsielem and Xewkija {2025}, which are in

close proximity to the main urban area, but separated by an undeveloped gap
of local significance, due attention must be given to the design of new buildings
within the established boundary, especially those on the edge of the boundary
of the settlement, to ensure there are no adverse visual impacts, especially
through the creation of new party walls. A side garden of at least 3.0m, with
an elevation fronting upon it, will be required for sites on the boundary’s edge.
Priority will be given to the rehabilitation of buildings of historical or
architectural interest within these settlements. Land uses which fall within
those identified by Policy GZ-HOUS-1 will be permitted within this group of

Category 1 ODZ Settlements except for the settlement indicated on Maps A

and B of the GCLP Partial Review for Ghajnsielem and Xewkija (2025) where

only residential units {terraced houses} shall be allowed and may require

further assessment by the Superintendence of Cultural Heritage to ensure the

protection of any potential archaeology.-

Permissible height shall be two floors without underlying basement except for
the settlement indicated on Maps A and B of the GCLP Partial Review for

Ghajnsielem and Xewkija (2025), where the permissible height shall be as

16



designated on same Maps A and B. The aesthetics of the fagade should be

complementary to that of the adjacent dwellings.

In exceptional circumstances, storage facilities for agriculture may be allowed
provided that the facilities do not entail the creation of a basement or semi-
basement and that the design fits with that of the rest of the Category 1
settlement. This concession (for agricultural facilities) shall not be applicable

to areas which have a UCA character.
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7.1

7.2

7.3

Way Forward

During the Executive Council hearing of the 21 of January 2025, the Planning
Directorate recommended that the Executive Council issues the Draft Partial Review to
the Gozo and Comino Local Plan {2006), Ghajnsielem and Xewkija for a six-week public
consultation period. This recommendation was agreed to and the draft partial review
was issued for public consultation between 21 of March and 5* of May 2025.

Following the second stage public consultation, this partial review was presented again
to the Executive Council on the 20" of May 2025 and the Council approved the
document and agreed to refer it to the responsible Minister for his endorsement
without any changes and for instruction to initiate the SEA screening process in terms
of Article 53(2){c} of the Development Planning Act 2016 (Cap. 552).

On the 29" of October 2025, the Minister agreed with the Final Draft as adopted by the
Executive Council on the 20™ of May 2025 without changes and provided clearance to
carry out SEA screening in terms of the SEA Regulations SL549.61.

7.4 The SEA Screening concluded that this Partial Review is unlikely to have significant

environmental impacts at a strategic level if additional provisions are included as part

' of its policy provisions. These policy provisions are included in this report. The Planning

Directorate recommends_the Executive Council to refer the Amended Final Draft

following SEA Screening to the SEA Focal Point for his final consideration. The Executive
Council on the 27" of January 2026, agreed to refer the Amended Final Draft to the SEA
Focal Point for his consideration. This document was referred to the SEA Focal Point on
the 28" of january 2026. In their reply of the 2™ of February 2026, the SEA Focal Point
noted that, this review seeks to update the policy framework to better regulate existing

development, contain urban sprawl, and strengthen enviranmental and planning

safeguards, consultations with Designated Authorities did not identify any significant

strategic-level environmental concerns_and detailed environmental assessment will

continue to be undertaken at the project stage, including through EIA and Appropriate
Assessment procedures where applicable. In view of this noted the screening outcome

that the partial review is unlikely to result in significant environmental effects at a

strategic level and that a Strategic Environmental Assessment is therefore not required.

18
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SEA SEA Screening Template

SN §occd on 5.0 549,61 (LN, 497 of 2010, as amended by Act XXV of 2015 April 2021
and LN82 of 2019)

This screening template has been drafted by the SEA Focal Point based on the SEA Regulations and s,
being distributed in document format for ease of use. Submitted versions shall only be considered if they
align with this original version also available on the SEA website.

Part A — Plan/Programme (PP) & Responsible Authority (RA) s

Title of PP: Partial Review of the GCLP {2006) Ghajnsielem and Xewkija

Responsible Authority: Planning Authority

Contact Person: Perit Joseph Scalpello Position: Deputy Director

Contact Address: 3, Trig Fra Diegu, Marsa MRS 1501

Email: joseph.scalpello@pa.org.mt Telephone: 2250 0000

Date:15/1/2026

As per S.L., when more than one entity is responsible for the PP {or parts thereof}, a single responsible
authority should be nominated by agreement between the authorities responsible for the PP,

Part B — General Information about the Plan/Programme (PP}

Purpose of PP:

This partial local plan review relates to the Gozo and Comino Local Plan approved in 2006. This review
affects two sites; one located in Ghajnsielem known as Ta’ Passi, where the seasonal annual Christmas
Village takes place, and the other area in Xewkija known as Torri Gorgun, which is an existing built-up

area close to the development zone boundary.

The proposed revisions are intended to designate the site in Ghajnsielem for an open air, formal
recreational land use with ancillary structures through the formulation of a site-specific policy, and to

designate the Xewkija area as a rural settlement.

The local plan review provides specific policy direction for the site in Ghajnsielem, including

development criteria which ensure the site is used exclusively for recreational activities with minimal

commercial activity and site remains predominantly open with ancillary small-scale structures.
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With regards to the Xewkija site, the review establishes a boundary around the rural settlement,
identifies the public roads within the settlement, the acceptable land uses, building heights limitations

and applies strict control to development over vacant land.

Period Covered by PP: Not Applicable

Envisaged updates/modifications: The PP may be reviewed in part or in full as frequently as may be

necessary a-s per Article 53(4) of the Development Planning Act 2016.

Area covered by PP (also attach map);

Map 2: Xewkija Rural Settlement

Summary of PP content:
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Ghajnsielem =i - s

The Local Plan_designates the areas known as ta Passi in Ghajnsielem Gozo as a formal recreational
area. The policy designates the site into two sub zones, an area for formal recreation ancillary to the
existin.g football ground-and the remaining of the area within the review boundar.\./ also designated for
formal recreation.

Development of the sub zone for formal recreation ancillary to the existing football ground is guided by
existing local plan policy GZ-RECR-6.

The second sub-zone requires the submission of a comprehensive development application. Within
this area the policy requires that an area of not less than 65% of the total area remains predominantly
open and only planting of trees typical of the rural setting shall be allowed. Another 27% of the same
sub zone is designated for circular routes to serve as passageways and interspersed seating areas
together with water features as part of the predominantly open area and an additional 8% of this area
is designated for small scale roofed structures of which two are permanent structures whose location
i is identified on the policy map. These two structures can accommodate Class 4B, 4C and 4D
co;'nmercial uses and have an overall height not exceeding 7.7 meters. Additionally, the proposal may
also include other low lying built roofed over structures ancillary to the formal recreation and the
seasonal activities that may be organised within the area. These structures must not exceed an overal
footprint of 145 sgm and a building height of 3.4 metres. The policy also gives guidance of the
materials to be used for both the development of the passageways and the built structures as well as

lighting systems within the site.

Xewkija

The partial review designates the site at Xewkija as a Category 1 Large Settlement ODZ for which
approved laocal plan policy GZ-RLST-1 shall apply. The policy has been slightly amended to make
provisions in a way that the policy shall also apply to this cluster of development being designated as a
rural settlement. Other changes to the policy are new provisions exclusively related to t?:is proposed
settlement. These include that within the proposed settlement only résidential units (terraced houses)
are allowed and the permissible building heights shall be those indicated on Map B of this review.

This review establishes a boundary around the proposed rurai settlement and identifies the
developable land, public roads and private open spaces within this boundary. It establishes the zoning
of this area as a residential area exclusively for residential units (terraced houses) and sets a building

height predominantly of 1 floor without basement (7.70m) and 2 floors without basement (11.40m) for
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two satellite smaller areas of the proposed rural settlement.
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Part C — Applicability of the SEA Regulations

national defence or civil emergency?

Criterion Yes/No Explanation
Exemptions — Regulation 4(9)
Is the PP’s sole purpose to serve No Not applicable

and/or adoption by a national,

regional, or local authority? OR

OR
Is this a financial or budget PP? No Not Applicable
Qualification of PP - Regulation 3
Is the PP subject to preparation No The PP requires approval by the Government

through the Minister responsible for
development planning in terms of the

Development Planning Act of 2016, Cap 552.

Is the PP prepared by an authority for | Yes
adoption through legislative
procedure by Parliament or

Government? AND

The PP is prepared by the Planning Authority to
be approved by the Government through the
Minister responsible for development planning
in terms of the Development Planning Act of

2016, Cap 552.

Is the PP required by legislative, Yes

regulatory, or administrative

provisions?

The PP is required by the Development
Planning Act of 2016, Cap 552.

Regulations 4(1) to 4{4)

The SEA Regulations require that a strategic environmental assessment, in accordance with

regulations 5 to 10, shall be carried out by the responsible authority for PPs referred to in sub-

regulations 4(2) to 4(4) which are likely to have significant environmental effects, as follows:

{i) Regulation 4(2) idéntifies PPs that are already considered to have a significant environmental
effect. Moreover, Regulation 4(2){b} requires liaison with the Environment and Resources
Authority (ERA) as the authority responsible for the Habitats Directive and protection of Spécial
Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs).

{ii) Responsible authorities should determine, in line with the provisions of the SEA Regulations,
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whether PPs identified in Regulations 4(3) to 4(4) are likely to have significant environmenta

effects [also see Regulation 4(5) below].

Regulation 4(2) = SEA required automatically

Is the PP prepared for agriculture, Yes
forestry, fisheries, energy, industry,
transport, waste management, water
management, telecommunications,
tourism, town and country planning

or land use? AND

For proper town and country planning/land
use. However, this PP is a minor modification
of existing PPs {Local Plans of 2006) prepared

for town and country planning or land use.

Does the PP set the framework for Nao
future development consent of
projects listed in Annexes | and Il to
the EIA Directive {85/337/EEC - as
updated by Directive 2014,/52/EU).
[These Annexes are transposed as
Schedule 1 in the national EIA

Regulations| OR

The PP sets site-specific development planning
criteria for the assessment of projects at
development control stage in relation to two
sites located in Ghajnsielem and Xewkija
respectively. It relates to designating the site at
Ghjnsielem as formal recreational area and
designating the site at Xewkija as a rural
settlement categery 1. The ERA, which is the
Competent Authority for the EIA process as
regulated by the EIA Regulations, did not
indicate that such projects are listed in

Schedule 1 of the national EIA Regulations.

Will the PP, in view of its likely effect | No
on sites, require an assessment
(Appropriate Assessment) under
Articles 6 or 7 of the Habitats
Directive {92/43/EEC)?

Within the site in Ghajnsielem, there are no
areas protected for biodiversity, flora and
fauna. An Area of Ecological Importance/Site of
Scientific Importance is located 300m away
from the site and a Special Protection Area as
renamed through GN682/18 is located
450/600m away.

The proposed rural settlement in Xewkija is

not located within any area protected for

biodiversity, lora and fauna. However, an Area
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as

of Ecological Importance/Site of Scientific
Importance is located ‘250'm away from the
proposed settlement and two tree protection
areas as per GN 316/17 logated at a distance of
around 400m and  300m respectively.
Additionally, there is a Special Area of
Conservation & a Special Protection Area
subject to GN 1522/19 located at a distance of
800m from the proposed rural settlement.

in both cases considering that both sites do not
contain any features that are protected due to
their environmental worthiness, thie distance
from any protected areas and that adoption of
the PP will result in minimal change in terms of
development and land use, it is not envisaged
that an AA would be required.

Additionally, consultation with the ERA as the
Competent Authority for the Appropriate
Assessment process as regulated by the Flora,
Fauna and WNatural Habitats Protection
Regulations (5.L.549.44) which transposes the
Habitats Directive into national Iegislati_or_w, did

not indicate that an AA is required.

Regulation 4(3) — Applied only for PPs referred in 4(2)
Does the PP in 4{2) determine the Yes The PP establishes the uses of two small areas
use of small areas at a local level? OR located in  Ghajnsielem and  Xewkija
respectively.
Is it a minor modification of a PP Yes The PP is a minor modification of existing

referred in 4(2)?

policies that were approved in the Gozo and

Comino Local Plan of 2006.

Regulation 4(4) — Applied only for PPs not referred in 4(2)
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Is the PP, which set the framework No Not applicable since this 15 a PP which falls
for future development consent of under regulations 4(2) and 4(3).
projects, likely to have a significant

effect on the environment?
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Part D — Determining the Likely Significance of Effects on the Environment referred to in Regulation

f(S) (Schedule 11)

Regulation 4{5) — Applied for PPs referred to in 4(3) and 4(4)

Criteria

Likely to have
significant
environmental
effects?
Yes/No

Explanation on the significant environmental
effects (both positive and negative)

Characteristics of the PP

integration of environmental
considerations in particular with a
view to promoting sustainable

development

The degree to which the PP sets a No The PP recognises the development that has

framework for projects and other occurred on both sites through the years and

activities, either with regard to the sets out the policy boundaries and site-

location, nature, size and operating specific development planning criteria aimed

-conditiagn; or by allocating _ at containing urban sprawl and for the

resources assessment  of  future  projects  at
development  application stage. The
implementation of the PP will result in
minimal change in terms of development and
land use and thus the magnitude of change
resulting from the PP is expected to be
negligible.

The degree to which the PP No The PP refers {o t\.'\;o spééific sites.

influences other plans and

programmes including those in a

hierarchy

The relevance of the PP for the No The PP recognises the development that has

occurred on both sites through the years and
sets out the policy boundaries and site-
specific development planning criteria aimed

at containing urban sprawl. The policy
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guidance includes provisions aimed at

promoting sustainable development

Environmental problems relevant

to the PP

No

Within the site in Ghajnsielem, there are no
areas protected for biodiversity, flora and
fauna. An Area of Ecological Importance/Site
of Scientific Impaortance is located 300m
away from the site and a Special Protection
Area as renamed through GN682/18 is
located 450/600m away.

The proposed rural settlement in Xewkija is
not located within any area protected for
biodiversity, flora and fauna. However, Area
of Ecological Importance/Site of Scientific
Importance is located 250m away from the
praposed settlement and two tree protection
areas as per GN 316/17 located at a distance
of around 400m and 300m respectively.
Additionally, there is an Special Area of
Conservation & an Special Protection Area
subject to GN 1522/19 located at a distance

of 800m from the proposed rural settlement,

In terms of air quality, the value is high as
Nitrogen Dioxide was less than 20
micrograms/m3 and Benzine was between
0.6 and 0.8 micrograms/m3, in 2023. In
terms of vulnerability for air, Ghajnsielem is
high as it is a sensitive location in terms of
public open spaces and recreational areas
while Xewkija is low as it is an area with low
population densities and low levels of

development.
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In terms of vulnerability to noise, bhoth areas
are low since noise levels from major roads
are less than 50 decibels.

In both cases considering that the sites do
not contain any environmentally protected
features, the distance from any protected
areas, the fact that stand-alone activities
within the formal recreational area in
Ghajsielem will be regulated by the relevant
entities in terms of light and noise, and that
adoption of the PP will result in minimal
change in terms of development and land
use, it is not expected that the PPs adoption
will result in any significant environmental
problems. Additionally, ERA as one of the
designated authorities, concluded that
strategically, no significant environmental

impact is expected.

The relevance of the PP for the
implementation of community
legislation on the environment (eg.
PPs linked to waste management

or water protection)

No

The scope of this PP is not a requirement for
the implementation of Community legislation

on the enVironment.

Characteristics of the effects and area likely to be affected

The probability, duration,
frequency, and reversibility of the

effects

No’

As the PR establishes the policy framework to
already developed and modified areas, thus
the implementation of the PP will resultin -
minimal change in terms of development and
land use and thus the magnitude of change is

deemed to be low and temporary during the
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construction stages.

The cumulative nature of the No No cumulative significant negative

effects environmental effects have been identified.
The transboundary nature of the No No transboundary impacts are envisaged.
effects

The risks to human health or the No The proposed policy change does not

environment {eg. due to accidents)

introduce any development that is likely to
give rise to risks to human health or the
environment. The value in terms of human
health for the Ghajnsielem site is considered
to be medium as it is an area used by the
public for recreationfwellbeing, while, in
terms of vulnerability of the Xewkija site to
adapt to changes to factors affecting human
health, this is low as it is sparsely populated.
The value/vulnerability of the areas covered

by the PP is considered to be medium.

Following the adoption of the policy very
small changes will result in terms of built
development and land use within both sites
subject to the is partial review. Thus, the
magnitude of change on human health from
the proposed plan and programme s

expected to be negligible.

Consultation carried out with Environmental
Health Directorate {EHD) as one of the
Designated  Authorities  conclude  that
proposed objectives do not give rise to

significant public health concerns and that
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the Directorate supports the objectives as

presented.

The magnitude and spatial extent
of the effects (geographical area
and size'of population likely to be

affected)

No

The PP establishes the policy framework to.
already developed and modified areas within
two localized sites, that do not contain any
environmental assets of high value within
themn, other than the fact that Xewkija site is
located within a ground water protection
zone for drinking water supply and both
sites, like the rest of the Maltese islands are
located on identified ground water bodies

safeguarded under the WFD.

Following the adoption of the policy very
small changes wili result in terms of built
development and land use within both sites

subject to the partial review.

The value and vulnerability of the

area likely to be affected due to:

1) Special natural characteristics
or cultural heritage

Il} Exceeded environmental
quality standards or limit
values

1) Intensive land use

No

In terms of special natural characteristics, all
features  protected due to  natural
significance are located away from both sites.
In terms of cultural heritage, the policy has
been amended to take into account
recommendations made by the
Superintendence of Cultural Heritage {SCH)
during the consultation period as one of the
Designated Authorities. Land use in the
Ghajnsielem area is that of formal recreation
and ancillary facilities, where the latter are
limited in terms of site area. Only residential
use shall be permitted in the area of Xewkija.

Additionally, both sites beidg already
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developed and modified areas the magnitude
of change is expected to be negligible and
thus the impact on environmental guality is
also expected to be negligible.

tn view that recommendations by SCH have
been integrated into the revised policies, the
review is not likely to affect cultural assets.
Consultation with ERA concluded that no
significant  environmental  impacts  are

envisaged.

The effects on areas or landscapes
which have recognized national,
community or international

protection status

No

The value of both areas in terms of landscape
is considered to be low as they are both
brownfieid sites located within a context
dominated by areas of high landscape
protection as designated by the SPED. For
the area in Ghajnsielem the proposed roofed
aver structures are minimal and only low
lying. These structures are to be interspersed
in @ predominantly open environment where
only the planting of trees is allowed.
Additionally, to the trees in the open areas,
the policy requires that these structures are
screened by landscaping and carefully
located in areas that would not create
unacceptable impacts. The two permanent
structures for which a higher building height
t5 allowed, locations have been identified
adjacent to limit to development boundary.
With regards to Xewkija the building height
propased is predominantly that of one floor
without basement and only two smaller

clusters located closer to the limit of
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development boundary are being proposed
[ with a building height of two floors without
basement.

Following the adoption of the policy very
small changes will result in terms of built
development and land use withi‘n both sites
subject to the is partial review. Thus, the
magnitude of change on landscape from the

PP is expected to be negligible.
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Part £ — Summary of Environmental Effects

This PP acknowledges the dev.elopment and modifications within both sites subject to this PP and
draws boundaries around both sites in order to control urban sprawl within the surrounding areas. The
PP also acknowledges the established land uses within both areas and now provides policy direction to
regulate these fand uses.

It has been established through the SEA screening process that Area of Ecological Importance, Site of
Scientific Importance and Special Protection Area are located away from the sites at Ghajnsielem and
Xewkija. It has also been noted that the Ghajnsielem site is not located within a ground water
protection zone for drinking water supply, but it is located within the lower coralline aquifer protected
in terms of the WFD. It also lies adjacent to Wied I-imgarr. The Xewkija site is focated within a ground
water protection zone for drinking water supply within the lower coralline aquifer protected in terms
of the WFD. Additionally, II-Wied ta’ Mgarr ix-Xini is located 250m away. Both areas are located within
areas of high value for water. In terms of air quality, it has been established that both areas have high
quality air and the vulnerability to noise are low since noise levels from major roads are less than 50
decibels. The EHD has indicated that the PP does not give rise to significant public health concerns.
The PP has taken on board recommendations made by the SCH that address potential impacts on
cultural heritage.

In view that both sites are built up and modified areas and the policy provisions contained in the PP, it
is considered that following its adoption, very small changes will result in terms of built development
and land use within both sites subject to the partial review. Thus, the magnitude of change on
biodiversity, flora and fauna, water, air quality, population and human health, landscape, natural assets

and cultural heritage from the PP are expected to be negligible.

Part F — Screening Qutcome

Following the screening, as required under the Strategic Environmental Assessment regulations,
including all required consultations, the RA is of the view that:
D A SEAis required because the PP falls under the scope of regulation 4(2)

D- A SEA is required because the PP falls under the scope of regulation 4(3) and is likely to have
significant environmental effects

D A SEAis required because the PP falls under the scope of regulation 4(4) and is likely to have
significant environmental effects
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A SEA is not required because the PP is unlikely to have significant environmental effects

Joseph Scalpelio

Name of Officer responsible for this report

(= == L\
P

Signature of Officer responsible for this report

Name and Stamp of Responsible Authority

15% January 2026

Date

Notes to Responsible Authority
A signed copy of this document should be provided to the SEA Focal Point after conducting all
consultations. The RA should also attach:

the draft plan/programme

a copy of the public notification obligatory under Regulation 4(7)

If appropriate, a copy of the notification for public participation (see Schedute ill Article 5 (3) to
5.L.549.61)

Copy of consultation correspondence by the Responsible Authorities to designated authorities
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Joseph Scalpello

From: Caruana Andre 1 at SEA <andre.caruana.1@gov.mt>

Sent: 02 February 2026 16:28

To: Patrick Mifsud

Cc: SEA Focal Point at SEA; Grech Paola at SEA; Michelle Borg; Ivan Fava; Joseph
Scalpello; Hili Pierre 1 at SEA

Subject: RE: SEA Screening - Partial Local Plan Review to the GCLP (2006) - Ghajnsielem and
Xewkija

CAUTION: This email originated from OUTSIDE of the P.lanning Authority. DO NOT'CLICK LINKS, =
OPEN ATTACHMENTS or REPLY unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Mr Mifsud,

With reference to your submission dated 15th January 2026 regarding the SEA screening for the
Partial Review of the Gozo and Comino Local Plan affecting Ghajnsielem and Xewkija, the SEA Focal
Point notes that this review seeks to update the policy framework to better regulate existing
development, contain urban sprawl, and strengthen environmental and planning safeguards.

The SEA Focal Point acknowledges that this partial review constitutes a minor modification of an
existing local plan prepared for town and country planning or land use and therefore falls outside the
scope of Regulations 4(2)(a) and 4(2){b). It is also noted that consultations with Designated
Authorities did not identify any significant strategic-level environmental concerns.

Furthermore, itis recognised that detailed environmental assessment will continue to be undertaken
at the project stage, including through EIA and Appropriate Assessment procedures where
applicable.

In view of the above, the SEA Focal Point notes the screening outcome that the partial review is
unlikely to result in significant environmental effects at a strategic level and that a Strategic
Environmental Assessment is therefore not required.

The SEA Focal Point draws attention to Regulation 4(7), whereby the Responsible Authority should
issue a notification in the Government Gazette outlining this conclusion and the reasons for not
requiring an SEA. A copy of this notification would be appreciated once issued.

Kind regards,

Andre Caruana

From: Patrick Mifsud <Patrick.Mifsud@pa.org.mt>

Sent: 28 January 2026 08:26

To: Hili Pierre 1 at SEA; SEA Focal Point at SEA

Cc: Scalpello Joseph at PA; Fava Ivan at PA; Borg Michelle at PA

Subject: RE: SEA Screening - Partial Local Plan Review to the GCLP (2006) - Ghajnsielem and Xewkija
TI00: This email originated from OUTSIDE the Government Email Infrastructure. DO NOT CLICK LINKS or OPEN attachments

unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Dr Hil;,



Following from email of the 30" Ociober 2025 peaw, the Planning Authority as proponent of the “Partial Locai Plan
Review of the 2006 Local Plan Policies for Rural Settlements” and pursuant to the provisions of the SEA Regulations
(5.L.549.61) has undergone a consultation process with the identified Designated Authorities; the Environment and
Resources Authority (ERA); Energy and Water Agency (EWA); Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries and Animal Rights in
Malta (MAFA); Environmental Health Directorate (EHD); Superintendent of Cultural Heritage (SCH); the Climate
Action Authority (CAA) and Transport Malta as part of the SEA Screening process.

Following feedback received from the EHD, the SCH, the ERA, and the CAA, the SEA screening was completed.,

The text of the draft policies has been revised to address the concerns raised by the Designated Authorities. With
regards to the Ghajnsielem an additional development criterion related to excavations or underground development
has been introduced, and a requirement of potential further assessment by SCH has been introduced for the area in
Xewkija. These additional safeguards together with the assessment carried out through the SEA Screening, has lead
the Planning Authority to conclude that this Partial Review is unlikely to have significant environmental impacts at a
strategic level and hence an SEA is not required. .

A copy of the “Partial Local Plan Review to the GCLP {2006) - Ghajnsielem and Xewkija” as amended following the
SEA Screening process, the screening template and 2 document with the responses from the Designated Authorities
together with Planning Authority comments to these responses, are attached for your perusal.

Regards,

Patrick Mifsud

Patrick Mifsud

Senior Planning Officer

FLANNNG &
-
3. Fra Diagu Stregt, Marsa, MRS 1501 Maita
St Francis Ravelin. Fioriana. FRN 1230 Malta
Gozo Innovation Hub, GGX103. Trig i-Pitkalija. Xewkia XWK 3000, Gozo

2290 0000  Patrick Mifsudi@®pa.org.mt

www.pa.org.mt .

leas ; 3 hitps {ipa org. mtfemail-policy i
From: Patrick Mifsud
Sent: 30 October 2025 12:38
To: Hili Pierre 1 at SEA <pierre.hili.1@gov.mt>; SEA Focal Point at SEA <sea focal point@gov.mt>
Cc: Joseph Scalpello <jJoseph.Scalpello@pa.org.mt>; lvan Fava <lvan.Fava@pa.org.mt>; Michelle Borg
<Michelle.Borg@pa.org.mt>
Subject: SEA Screening - Partial Local Pian Review to the GCLP (2006) - Ghajnsielem and Xewkija
Dear Dr Hili,
Ptease be informed that the Planning Authority as proponent of the “Partial Local Plan Review to the GCLP
{2006) - Ghajnsielem and Xewkija” commenced the SEA Screening process pursuant to the provisions of the
SEA Regulations (5.L.549.61).
Consultations have been sent to the following identified Designated Authorities as part of the SEA Screening
process:

» Environment and Resources Authority

* Superintendence of Cultural Heritage

* Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries, and Animal Rights

e Environmental Health Directorate

» Energy and Water Agency

» Climate Action Authority

* Transport Malta
Please find attached a copy of the final draft of this partial local plan review for your perusal.
Regards,
Patrick Mifsud



Partial Review of
the 2006 GCLP for
Ghajnsielem and
Xewkija following
SEA Screening

EXTRACT FROM EC 013-25/28 HELD ON 27 JANUARY 2026

PARTIAL REVIEW OF THE 2006 GCLP FOR GHAJIJNSIELEM AND XEWKIJA
FOLLOWING SEA SCREENING

1992, Mr Patrick Mifsud assisted by Perit Chris Borg referred members to discussions
held at the Executive Council meeting of 20" May 2025. At that meeting, all the
members present approved the Public Consultation Draft of the Partial Review of the
2006 Gozo and Comino Local Plan for Ghajnsielem and Xewkija, as circulated, to be
referred to the responsible Minister for endorsement and instructions to initiate the SEA
screening.

1993. The areas under consideration are Ta’ Passi in Ghajnsielem, the site related to
Bethlehem in Ghajnsielem, and Torri tal-Gorgun in Xewkija, an area characterised by
clustered development in the vicinity of the Development Zone.

1994, Following the endorsement of the Public Consultation Draft and instructions by
the Minister for Gozo and Planning to initiate the SEA screening process, consultations
were held between 30th October and 1st December 2025 with the Environment and
Resources Authority, the Superintendence of Cultural Heritage, the Climate Action
Authority, the Environmental Health Directorate, the Energy and Water Agency,
Transport Malta, and the Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries and Animal Rights.

1995. No submissions were received from the Energy and Water Agency, Transport
Malta and the Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries,-and Animal Rights.

1996. With regard to Ghajnsielem, the Environment and Resources Authority noted that,
provided ancillary structures, passageways, seating, and related features are kept low-
key and located as far away from the valley as possible in order to convey an informal
rural character, no significant impacts are envisaged from this proposal.

1997. The Environment and Resources Authority also noted that strategically, no
significant environmental impacts are envisaged for Xewkija.

1998. Following comments submitted by ERA, the Planning Directorate noted that with
regards to the Ghajnsielem site:

*  65% of the total site area {(excluding the area for ancillary sports facility) remains
predominantly open. Within this area, only planting of trees typical of maquis or
archaeophytic fruit trees typical of rural areas shall be permitted.

«  27% of the total site area (excluding the area for ancillary sports facility) is
designated for passageways and interspersed seating areas together with water
features as part of the predominantly open area.

*  Only 8% of the site area (excluding the area for ancillary sports facility) is
allowed for small scale roofed over structures.

» For two of these structures a location abutting the limit to development boundary
has been allocated.

» The remaining structures have to be low lying and small in scale and the policy
also tnclude provision guiding their location and materials to be used.

» All these allocations and provisions are aimed to ensure that an informal rural
character is conveyed.



Thus. no further amendments to the policy are required.

1999. The Superintendence of Cultural Heritage noted that with regards to the
Ghajnsielem area, there arc-no immediate concerns from a heritage point of view. It
recommended that low-lying buildings are retained throughout, and that any new
development remains in line with the surrounding area. Furthermore, the SCH noted that,
should the development of underground parking lots be proposed, further assessment
will be required.

2000. With regard to the Xewkija area, the Superintendence of Cultural Heritage (SCH)
noted that, from a heritage perspective, there would be minimal impact in designating
the area as a rural settlement. The SCH further noted the presence of two nearby cultural
heritage assets of significance, namely the area of the Gorgun Tower, located to the north
of the existing settlement, which was dismantled in 1943, and an olive/wine press dating
to the Late Punic/Early Roman period. In this regard, it was further noted that any
development may require additional assessment. The current low-lying building heights
should be retained, and basements and below-ground pools should be restricted.

2001. With reference to the comments submitted by the Superintendence of Cultural
Heritage (SCH), the Planning Directorate noted that, with regard to the Ghajnsielem area,
the policy has been amended to include provisions aimed at minimising the extent of
excavations and underground development within the site. Such development has been
limited to the provision of passageways, seating areas, and water features.

2002. With regard to the Xewkija arca, a provision has been added to the policy stating
that development may require further assessment by the Superintendence of Cultural
Heritage to ensure the protection of any potential archaeological remains.

2003. Mr Patrick Mifsud further explained that the Climate Action Authority noted that
the proposed review of the Local Plan for Ghajnsielem and Xewkija is not expected to
have a significant impact on the cmissions from the Land Use and Land Use Change and
Forestry sector. To this extent, the Climate Action Authority is in favour of the plan
proposed, as long as the proposed plans remain within the stipulated limits.

2004. Additionally, the Environmental Health Directorate also stated that the proposed
objectives do not give rise to significant public health concerns, and thus the Directorate
supported the objectives as presented.

2005. As a summary, Mr Patrick Mifsud explained that the following changes arc being
proposed to the Final Draft following the SEA screening:

Ghajnsielem
¢ Introduction of an additional safeguard to address SCH concerns, namely:
Within the Ta’ Passi Policy Area Boundary as indicated on Map 14.2G, minimal
excavations or underground development related to the development described
under (¢) above onlv shall be considered.

It was clarified that (c) refers to the proposed passageways and water features.



AOWR e
e Introduction of an additional sateguard to address SCH concerns, namely:
Land uses which fall within those identified by Policy GZ-HOUS-1 will be
permitted within this group of Categorv | ODZ Settlements_cxcept for the
settlement indicated on Mups A and B of the GCLP Purtial Review for
Ghajusielem and Xewkija (2023) where only vesidential units (terraced houses)
shall be allowed and may require further assessment by the Superintendence
of Cultural Heritage to ensure the protection of any potential archaeology.

2006. A copy of the amended Final Draft following SEA Screening dated January 2026
was previously circulated to the members.

2007. Mr Patrick Mifsud explained that in relation to SEA Screening, the Partial Plan
Review acknowledges the development and modifications within both sites subject to
this PP and draws boundaries around both sites in order to control urban sprawl within
the surrounding areas. The PP also acknowledges the established land uses within both
areas and now provides policy direction to regulate these land uses.

2008. The SEA Screening established the following:

* An AEIl SSland SPA are located away from the sites at Ghajnsielem and
Xewkija,

* Ghajnsielem site is located within the lower coralline aquifer protected in
terms of the WFD and lies adjacent to Wied |-Imgarr,

* The Xewkija site is located within a ground water protection zone for

gt drinking water supply within the lower coralline aquifer protected in
terms of the WFD and 11-Wied ta’ Mgarr ix-Xini is located 250m away.

* Both areas are located within areas of high value for water.

* In terms of air quality, it has been established that both areas have high
quality air and the vulnerability to noise are low since noise levels from
major roads are less than 50 decibels.

* The EHD has indicated that the PP does not give rise to significant public
health concerns,

* The PP has taken on board recommendations made by the SCH that
address potential impacts on cultural heritage,

* In view that both sites are built up and modified areas and the policy
provisions contained in the PP, it is considered that following its adoption,
very small changes will result in terms of built development and land use
within both sites subject to the partial review. Thus, the magnitude of
change on biodiversity, flora and fauna, water, air quality, population and
human health, landscape, natural assets and cultural heritage from the PP
are expected to be negligible.

* A SEA is not required because the PP is unlikely to have significant
environmental effects

2009. The SEA Screening concluded that this Partial Review is unlikely to have
significant environmental impacts at a strategic level if additional provisions are included
as part of its policy provisions. These policy provisions are included in this report. The
Planning Directorate recommends the Executive Council to refer the Amended Final
Draft following SEA Screening to the SEA Focal Point for his final consideration.



20000 Al members present took cognisance of the presentation and agreed with the
Amended Final Draft following SEA Screening, as circulated, to be referred to the SEA
Focal Point for final consideration. Following clearance tfrom SEA Focal Point, the
amended Final Dratt is to be referved to the Hon Minister for his approval.



