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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROFESS
ACT

To make provision for the regulation of t

"the Board* m®s
article 4;

the course of such pursuit, of the professional title of "Registered
nity Development Practitioner” or the designatory letters "RCDP", or

the pfofessional title of “Community Development Practitioner” followed by
the warrant number.

prescribed” means prescribed by regulations made by the Minister under this
Act;

roficiency test" means a test having the aim of assessing a person’s ability to
P y 2

pursue the profession of community development work in Malta, asmay be required
by the Board in accordance with the provisions of this Act;
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"recognised honours degree" means such honours degree in youth and
community studies; honours degree in social work and social policy; honours degree in
health and social care management as may be prescribed for the purpose of article

3(3)(e);

"registered community development practitioner” or "community development
practitioner” means a person who is registered in the official register of community
development practitioners kept by the Board and who has been granted a warrant
to practice the profession of community development practifiaer, in accordance with
article 6;

"Tribunal® means the Administrative Review J#
5(1) of the Administrative justice Act;

mnal established by article

"warrant" means a warrant issued under artic

rights, economic opportunity, equality &n
education and empowerment of people within ities, whetNer these be of

institutions within their communities, 1
in realising their potential and address li
about social change.

3.(1) No person /‘md himself

and support them
d creatively to bring
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or authorised to work inMalta;
(b) 1is of good conduct;

{c) 1is reglstered in the Register of Community development practitioners
referred to in article 5(1)(d);

(d) is not registered in the Register established under the Protection of Min.ors

(Registration) Act;

(e) is in possession of the Honours Degree in Youth and @ommunity Studies
conferred by the University of Malta, or an Honours FepTes
or Social Policy conferred by the University of Malf& or is in possession of
an Honours Degree in Health and Social Care (ufj# ;
MCAST or a Masters in Community Action #fid
the University of Malta, or a Masters in Y afid

\ third countfes whose
quallﬁcatlons have not been recognlsed ina ber State, the Board may,
@Pplicant to sit for and pass

) i 8. reve] Ipfc experience in the

_ with the minimum requirements
5ot thlS article, other minimum requirements
atretial treaty or agreement entered into by Malta
Wubgislation the binding force of which derives from any

(49) The Minister
establlshed

L hany pfovision made by or under the Mutual Recognition of
ig duration of a course leading to the professional qualification

35 less than the duration of the course leadmg to the Degree
conferred by t grsity of Malta or MCAST or when the experience referred to
in sub-article (3)(f/]\8J€ss than two years, the Board may require the applicant to undertake
such adaptation pegg®d not exceeding twice the shortfall, as the Board may specify. In
addition the Board may also submit the applicant to a proficiency test.

4.(1) There shall be a Community Development Work Profession Board which
shall consist of five members:

(a) Three appointed by the Minister as follows:

(i) one shall be a chairperson who shall be of recognised standing in
community development work;



Presentation to Parliamentary Social Affairs Committee — July 2024

(i) two members who have a background in community development, the
community development profession, or any other background which
may contribute towards the furtherance of the profession of community
development work; and

(b) one member nominated by such associations registered with the Board; and

(¢) one member nominated from amongst the permanent academic staff
responsible for education and training relating to community development
work at the University of Malta or MCAST:

(2) The nominations made in terms of paragraph
made within two weeks from a request uf

fhall, forthe first time, be

occurrence of any vacancy or when the ydbg
term of office, within onemonth prig#”
of any such nomination, the Minis{efs ak ' i from amongst

(4) Provided that the term M Iembers of the Board appointed
under sub-article (1)(a), e bf three years, and the second
or any subsequent appoin his initial term shall be
for a term of two years.

app()intcd rarm— 1h
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(12) The Board shall keep a true and correct record of all its proceedings and
the Board shall give to the Minister such information as he may require.

(13) The Board shall keep a true and correct record of all its proceedin gs and
the Board shall give to the Minister such information as he may
require.

5. (1) Without prejudice to its other powers and functions, the purpose of the
Board shall regulate the practice and the eligibility to praatice the profession
of community development in Malta, and in particulgzdfe

development opportunities and
development, and recommend to the )vfinls
continuing community developmengfe

and other qualifications required4fia

(c) examine applications for § W ;
development in Malta and Qe ake e i e Minister on the
award or refusal there of;

'pment practitioners in Malta, registered
s of this Act;

JF0fessional behaviour of community development
Jlowing consultation with the associations and partnerships
¥ the provisions of this Act;

my allegation of professional misconduct, gross negligence or
Sigite by a community development practitioner;

(i) advisefor make recommendations or otherwise express its views to the
Minister on any matter on which the Minister is to consult with the Board or
on which the Board is to make recommendations to the Minister or on which
the opinion or recommendation of the Board is sought by the Minister;

(j) make recommendations to the Minister to prescribe in relation to the
employment of persons who are in possession of a recognised honours degree
or its equivalent but who do not qualify for a warrant under this Act, and
who are working under the supervision ofa registered community development
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practitioner in such establishments or agencies as may be prescribed;

(ky perform such other functions as may arise from this Act or any other law, or
as may be assigned to it by the Minister.

(2) The Board shall, not later than three months after the end of each year, publish
in the Gazette a list of persons who on the 3 1st December of the said year, were
registered in the official register of community development practitioners, and
a list of associations and partnerships registeredin the official register of
associations and partnerships of community deyéléigment practitioners.

operations.
6. (1) Any person seeking to obtain a warrag Wetice the profession of
community development in Malta shall gagke@gn %pplicatid he Board.
2) If the Board is satisfied A% eM@hthe minimum
requirements established under thjs e, i _ Qidation to the

Minister for the issue of a warrant.

(3) effod where necessary, the Board is

(4)For the purpose of estall
completed his training as aforogg

$er under this Act may be issued subject to
e Board may recommend in any particular
£ the area of specialised community
holder may practice and may include such
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holder shall be considered suspended until such time as he proves to
the satisfaction of the Board that they meet the requirements that mnay
be prescribed.

7. The Board shall consider and make its recommendations on an
application for a warrant to practice the professnon of community
development as soon as is reasonably practicable but in no case later than
four months from the receipt of the application together with all the
relevant information and documentation pfi8ypport of the
application. On making its recommendations to thedMinister, the Board s
hall concurrently notify the applicantgf recommendations,
together with the reasons upon which these wgf

8. (1) It shall be the I‘esponsibility .:___.-_'_

community development field t
risks of professional liability during
professmn The i insurip

ay apply to the Board

gt Ider shall not practice the profession of community
pork in terms of this Act unless he has submitted to the Board
have adequate insurance cover for professional liability or that

9. (1) A person shall not be qualified to obtain or shall not retain a warrant in
terms of this Act if he has been convicted by any competent court for any

crime.

(2) Where a person loses his warrant following a conviction as is referred
to in the preceding sub-article, notice of such loss shall be given by the
Minister in the Gazette and shall be communicated by the Board to the person
disqualified uniess the person has been interdicted by the judgement itself.
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(3) The Minister may, at any time, on the recommendation of the Board,
reinstate a person who has lost his warrant or grant a warrant to a person
who is disqualified in terms of sub-article (1).

10. (1) The Board shall inquire into any alleged professional misconduct, gross
negligence or incompetence in relation to a community development practitioner.

(2) For the purposes of this article, the terms "professional misconduct”,
"gross negligence", or "incompetence”, include thg following:

(a) obtaining a warrant in a deceitful or fraudylat mamner;

(b) contravention against the Code of Ethigglégi@ilished under this Act;

(c) failure to comply with regulations wifrespe professional standards
or practice; ;

(d) failure to comply with any 4 @ warrant issued
under this Act;

(e) assumption of professional Cqmigetepfe™ i esperson is not
qualified or the person concerned 15K authorised to practise in terms of
their warrant;
() acting in a manReg ki
development professiof}

pdgment in the practice of the

(g) displaying lack of | b
A in the carrying out of a duty or

community

ce in their favour and for such purpose they
ser or by any other person of their choice.
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(v) payment to cover the costs of the inquiry;

(vi) order the waiver, reduction or refund of any fees charged for
services rendered; or

(vii) any other penalty as may be prescribed.

(5) On the cancellation of the warrant of a community development
practitioner the Board shall strike off the name of such person from the
official register of commumty development practific

Board shall have the
powers that are or may be conferred undérghe Inquiries Act, and shall

their regard, they may appeal to theé'gahddPribunal against such decision not
: i;dBoard’s decision.

appeal entered in accof3 _“'_:'. confirm, reverse or vary,
in whole or in part, the § \

Weldpment practitioner has been reinstated,
actitioner shall be registered in the official

Ociation shall be qualified to be registered under this article if it
he Board that it has a membership of at least seven registered
development practitioners and that it conforms with such other

thg? pplication, a list of members and such other information as the Board
may require to process the application.

(3) The Board shall have the power to require any association registered
under this article to produce such records and information regarding the
association and its members as the Board may reasonably require from time
to time.

14.(1) Two or more warrant holders may form a civil partnership, in this
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Act referred to as a "partnership of community development practitioners",
having for its exclusive object the practice of the profession of community
development and such powers as are necessary for the attainment of the
objects of the partnership.

(2) No person other than a warrant holder may be a partner in a
partnership of community development practitioners.

(3) Any such partnership shall, when duly formed according to law and
upon payment of the prescribed fee, be registergfwny the Board and upon
registration the partners shall, for as long as i#&so registered, be authorised
to act in the name and on behalf of the paf#ctgitip which shall be entitled

to the designation "community develoffhent praghitioners” as part of its
name.

(4) Every such partnership shal gifgrmation as the
Board may reasonably requr; ve notice
to the Board of any relevant ch® ; piously given
to the Board within fifteen days a te on which the change occurs.

any other law or any other

the required professional standards
he fulfilment of their obligations under this

#atay be done by a warrant holder may be done by
he partners in the name of the partnership; and any act or
e of the partnership shall be done by one or more of
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16.The provisions of articles 10, 11 and 12 shall, mutatis mutandis, apply
to partnerships of community development practitioners as they apply to
community development practitioners.

17. (1) Any person who, for the purpose of obtaining a warrant or
registering a partnership of commmunity development practitioners under the
provisions of this Act, knowingly gives any false information or otherwise
acts in a deceitful or fraudulent manner, shall be guilty of an offence and
shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine (multa) naf@ceeding two thousand
and four hundred euro (€2,400) or to imprisgfifhent not exceeding twelve

such fine and imprisonment, ' 4 i offence to a
fine (multa) of twelve eura - ' tbrthe offence
continues, subject to a maximum O fivedfous™ {

(3) Any person lter of a warrant issued under this

Act, practices the pig ' development or assumes the
designation of, or purfik : Wy ter:lopment practitioner or

38 the words "Community development
3 & a partnership of community development
Where such partnership is not registered in accordance with the

engrived device, instrument or document, of the words "community
development  practitioner”, "registered community development
practitioner” in relation to a name, or "partnership of community
development practitioners" in relation to a partnership, or "association of
community development practitioners" in relation to an association, shall
be sufficient evidence that such titles are used, unless such person/ persons
prove that the use of such words was made without their knowledge and
that upon becoming aware of the use they took adequate steps to stop it.
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(7) For the purpose of this article, a person shall not be deemed to be in
contravention of the provisions of this Act if such person is practicing
community development during an adaptation period or when in training,
in any case under the appropriate supervision of a registered community
development practitioner and subject to such regulations as may be
prescribed.

(8) For the purpose of this article, a person shall not be deemed to be in

commumty development on behalf of any ex gl association or voluntary

ifeiitp force of this Act and
includes any religious, catecheticakf Bte and socio-cultural
association or voluntary orgamsatlo DB i §cribed by the Minister
from time to time. 4B

(9) Subject to the provisiop y other
organisation shall employ #fly ¢’ community
development practitioner for (I IR goseSof practicifg community
development; in cases were the confrumity development practitioner has
been employed in c§ i avork and meets the criteria set
by this act, could be ye deyelopment practitioner.

f thi€ Act, to give better effect to any of such provisions and
generallyi#® regulate the community development profession, and, without
cjudicgto the generality of the foregoing, such regulations may in



F
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for the maintenance of a warrant;

(d) the work which can be performed and the services which can be
rendered in terms of a warrant, and the terms and conditions which can be
attached to such warrant, and the additional qualifications necessary for
warrants providing for the practice of the profession of cormmunity
development work in specialised practice;

(e) the fees that may be charged by the Boargd in connection with the
application for the issue of a warrant, for the Miek®ag of any registration
under this Act, and for any other operations #fiflt may be carried out by the

(f) the fees that may be charged by gon¥gunity dev@lopment practitioners
for their professional services;

misconduct;

honours degree or its equivalent b qualify for £ warrant under
the supervision of a registered

astermn of three months, or both such fine and
n the case of a continuing offence, a fine of twelve euro

gdministrative penalties that may be imposed by the Board, which
@t exceed one thousand and two hundred euro (€1,200).

)(1) Any person who on the coming into force of this Act is in possession
of a professional qualification in community development that makes them
eligible for a warrant licence to practice in the country where the
professional qualification was obtained, shall be deemed to have satisfied
the provisions of article 3(3)(e).

(2) For the purposes of article 3(3)(f), any training undertaken by any
person who has obtained the qualification referred to in article 3(3)(e),
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between the date of such qualification and the coming into force of this Act,
shall be deemed to have been undertaken under the supervision of a
registered community development practitioner.

(3) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Act, any person who
satisfies the Board that they have an honour degree in any social studies,
recognised by the University of Malta and/or MCAST, that the board deems
acceptable, prior to the coming into force of this Act shall be deemed to
satisfy the requirements of article 3(3)(e) and (

(4) The provisions of sub-article (3) shall o
who applies for a warrant under this Ac
into force and who successfully unde
Board within six months from the

pply in relation to a person
e year from its coming
iency test set by the



