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MINUTI

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON (Onor. Katya De Giovanni): Hawn korrezzjonijiet għall-Minuti? L-Onor. Albert Buttigieg.

ONOR. ALBERT BUTTIGIEG: Sinjura President, kont ġbidt l-attenzjoni - u kienet ġiet aċċettata – sabiex nitkellmu fuq it-tfal ta’ persuni li qegħdin il-ħabs. Ma nafx jekk din il-proposta ġietx minuted ħalli tidħol fl-aġenda tal-Kumitat. Fil-laqgħat preċedenti konna tkellimna u qbilna li nitkellmu fuq it-tfal li għandhom il-ġenituri tagħhom fil-Faċilità Korrettiva ta’ Kordin. Kienet ġiet minuted? Okay tajjeb. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Grazzi. 

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru 48 li saret fid-29 ta’ Ottubru 2025, ġew konfermati.
 
PREŻENTAZZJONI MINN DAR HOSEA DWAR RIĊERKA LI SARET MINN DR MELISSA FARLEY FUQ IL-PROSTITUZZJONI U L-IMPLIKAZZJONIJIET TAGĦHA FIL-KUNTEST LOKALI

THE CHAIRPERSON: Nistieden madwar il-mejda lir-rappreżentanti ta’ Dar Hosea u lil Dr Melissa Farley. Dr Farley, I would like to welcome you to this Parliamentary Committee. A warm welcome both from myself as the Chairperson and from the Members on this Committee. 

Se nkun qiegħda nitkellem kemm bil-Malti kif ukoll bl-Ingliż għal din il-laqgħa. Ir-raġunijiet huma ovvji, u ċjoè minħabba li Dr Farley titkellem bl-Ingliż. Issa nistieden lil Dr Anna Maria Vella sabiex tagħmel l-introduzzjoni tagħha fuq din ir-riċerka.  

DR ANNA MARIA VELLA (Founder Member of Dar Hosea): First of all, we would like to thank you for inviting us and for hearing us out. Dr Melissa Farley is helping Dar Hosea to do this study. We were given a grant by the Commissioner on Gender Based Violence and Domestic Violence and Dr Farley will be introducing this study. Before we start, I would like to give you our annual report. Dr Farley will introduce this short film that we are going to see. 
DR MELISSA FARLEY (American Clinical Psychologist): Madam Chairperson, thank you for speaking in English. I’m delighted to be here, and I’m honoured to be with you and thank you for the time. I would like to present a work in progress; this four minute film clip that we are working on. In this film all those who are speaking are all survivors of prostitution. It is in three languages; German, Spanish and English. It has also subtitles. 

A short clip was shown to the Committee. 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: Now I would like to hear from you. We don’t have a lot of time, and I’m here as long as you can stand to ask questions and give me your opinions and we can have a discussion. What I would like to hear is when you think about how to handle the sex trade in Malta, what are the most difficult questions you can think about? What are the tough questions? What are the impolite questions that you want to ask? I would like to hear those questions and then I’ll try and focus my remarks and what might be most useful. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Are there any questions or remarks? The Hon. Albert Buttigieg. 

HON. ALBERT BUTTIGIEG: If one had to draw a profile of a sex worker, what makes a person go into this trade? What are the the personality traits of that person? 

THE CHAIRPERSON: I have a question that follows on what the Hon. Buttigieg mentioned. How do you break the cycle? We know it is intergenerational. What were the case studies of success in breaking this cycle? I heard that woman on the video saying that her grandmother, her mother and herself were in this trade. But it seems that she is not in that trade anymore. What got her out of that situation? What helped her? 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: Intergenerational prostitution is typical here and is typical in every place. 

HON. GRAZIELLA ATTARD PREVI: My question also links to what my colleague has asked. Besides personality traits, are there any other factors, such as economic and social factors, that contribute to women resorting to prostitution? 

HON. RAMONA ATTARD: What I am interested in is the differences between a person who chooses to be a sex worker and those who are in a human prostitution ring. That is quite fundamental for me. I would make a difference between a person who “chooses” because usually that particular situation makes you choose. I think if you were to restrict those persons who really want to do that work it would be restricted a lot because there are different scenarios that make you do it. But there is a difference between a person who still chooses to do it and those who are really forced by others and not just by circumstances to do it. 

HON. GRAZIELLA GALEA: I have two questions. What is the average age range that we are speaking about, from the youngest to the eldest? We listened to this video, and we understand that most of the cases are intergenerational. So, my mother was a prostitute, and my grandmother was a prostitute, but are there actually new persons who either because it’s their decision, or because the situation in general led them to prostitution because they didn’t have any other way of living? What percentages are we speaking about? How many are family based and how many started themselves in prostitution, but their mothers and grandmothers were not involved in this trade? 

HON. GRAZIELLA ATTARD PREVI: From your point of view as professionals working with women who are in prostitution, and also from the women who are actually in prostitution, is prostitution viewed as a profession or is it actually seen as a “job” that they are coerced into? What is your professional take on this? You also work very closely and directly with women who are actually in this situation; can you tell us how they view it? 

THE CHAIRPERSON: The Hon. Davina Sammut Hili. 

HON. DAVINA SAMMUT HILI: I would like to hear your comments, apart from normalised as we saw on the video that normally follow the footsteps of their parents and other members of their families, what are the most common factors that put these people in this trade? 

HON. GRAZIELLA GALEA: How common is it that the partner, the husband or the boyfriend, prostitutes his partner, his wife or his girlfriend? Obviously, that is not true love, but how common is it that such instances happen? 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: I’ll take one more question, but you can interrupt me any time. 

HON. ALBERT BUTTIGIEG: We are speaking about women, but are there any cases involving male sex workers? Is it a phenomenon regarding only women or are there also men?    

THE CHAIRPERSON: Or transgender. 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: I think I’m going to start from this question, but as I said, feel free to interrupt me. I’ll cover this issue of who gets into prostitution. What’s the profile? What are the risk factors that draw a person to this trade? Please notice the word “drive” or “channel”. The vast majority of those in prostitution, and I don’t think this is a surprise to anybody who thinks about what it is really like. I tried to talk about this in a polite language, but I do want you to know that it’s very difficult. Prostitution is not an abstract concept. It is brutal. In fact, most people can’t even look up very close to it. Don’t let me get out of here without telling you that I visited the Paceville strip clubs last night and what I found there … Have any of you been in any of those clubs? It’s very important to go and look up closely and describe what you’re seeing. 

So, who gets into this trade? There are three bars on the cage that limit or constrict life choices of human beings. One is sex, male or female. In general, most prostitution is made up by the female gender. In our research, in nine countries and five continents, we have always interviewed men who say they are women, they are trans women, and we have also interviewed men. The quick answer to that one is it’s the same thing regardless of sex. Boys and young men who get into prostitution come from the same kind of background as women do, and those backgrounds include poverty or great, serious economic stress. 

Today, it has to do more and more with the pressure of migration. People don’t migrate because they hear that Malta is a great place, but they migrate because they need to leave their country because of civil conflict, climate change or collapsed or failed economies. That is why people go to another country. So, you have civil conflict, poverty and most often, the vast majority of people in prostitution are women and girls. 

There is one other factor that I’m going to go into tomorrow night, which is racism and ethnic prejudice. In any country racism is a major factor in coercing people into prostitution, and when you have all three factors; racism, poverty and sex, it gets rougher and rougher. As Anna Maria and I have been talking about for a couple of days, you add to that a history of sexual abuse or sexual assault early on in one’s life that you could say determines and describes what she’s worth as a child. In fact, psychologists often see incest and familial sexual abuse, where a child is rewarded with attention or love or an ice cream as a crude variant, and even boot camp, for prostitution. It’s the same model. Once I heard a pimp say that he didn’t have to train her too much because her dad already did that for him! He wasn’t joking or kidding! He really meant it. So, that’s who is sent to prostitution. There is a lot more information. We know about that and we are looking at it, but that’s who gets in this trade. So, it’s men and women and trans people. 

The age range. It depends on the severity of the poverty and economy she’s living in. When I use the word “she” that includes men and boys. It depends on the economy. Very often, in these discussions, the hard issue is who is making a choice and when is it coerced? To me I still need to define what is the choice. So, let’s start with the choice. Choice to those of us in this room, for the most part, means, do I want a chocolate or strawberry ice cream cone? They are both sitting in front of me. That is a choice. Do I want to be a psychologist or a computer technician? That is a choice. Prostitution looks like a choice all the time that’s necessary for the business. I sometimes call this the business of sexual exploitation because that is what it is. 

All the women in this room are able to say “no, get your hands off me”. In my country I could file legal charges against somebody who touches me in a way I don’t like! You can’t do that in prostitution. The name of the job is sexual harassment, that is what it is and, yes, sometimes, once in a while, a woman is able to bring a charge of rape, but let’s look at the issue of choice. If she was choosing who she wanted to have sex with, she would not choose a client. It’s not sex for her. It’s the performance of a sex act, that is coerced by the need for money or poverty. That’s why she is doing it. It might be sex for the buyer, but it’s not sex for her. It’s a performance of a sex act in order, most often, to obtain the necessities of life which are documented in the UN Declaration of Human Rights. And these are the right to housing, food, medical care, health care and education. This is what most progressive cultures think human beings are entitled to. 

The payment of money in prostitution hides all the human rights violations. In fact, one of our interviewers described a man who said that he is helping her put food on the table when he is paying her! Of course, it didn’t occur to him to go out and buy her a bag of groceries. No, he is extracting the performance of a sex act in exchange for money, which often in many parts of the world, including here, including in my country, extracting the tolerance of sexual assault in exchange for money, necessities or whatever is needed in life. 

In the US today, people generally don’t know this, but it is common that teenage girls who are prime property for pimps to sell, teenagers anywhere from 14 to 17, adolescents and right afterwards, are turning tricks, as we say in the US, after school to bring in money to feed the whole family! And, of course, our current administration is stopping social safety nets for people who need assistance for shelter and food and assistance for raising their kids. There is a lot to think about and unlock when we are talking about choice. Generally speaking, people in prostitution, that all of us know about and we see, have very little choice, and they have told me and many other researchers and many NGOs that if they could be out of prostitution they would get out today! If they could make that amount of money cleaning toilets, they would do it in a heartbeat, but they need the money because a lot of women, most women, don’t want to prostitute, but the price is higher than cleaning toilets. So, that is why they are in it. 

I made a mistake because I did not bring this diagram which I called “The coercion diagram”. If you imagine an upside-down triangle, the 2% are at the top which means that the 2% are actually making a choice. They might have the same level of middle-class privilege of educational privilege, or race privilege, and they might have enough privilege that they can say “I’m going to go”. This is a partial response to your question. They will say that they are going to spend the summer working as a déjà vu and they’re going to earn a lot of money, and they will be bringing home €7,000 or €8,000 and that will pay for the first two years of their education. 

It’s easy to get into prostitution but it’s not easy to get out. It doesn’t look good on your resumé to have a blank period of a year and a half. It’s not good for your psyche. It doesn’t exactly leave the confidence in going to school to have been treated the way men treat women in prostitution. In fact, it’s humiliating and it’s psychologically traumatising, and it’s taken me a long time to learn this. In fact, when I first got into this field, I was horrified by the level of physical violence! What is done to women’s bodies in prostitution is brutal! But the psychological damage is worse, and it lasts longer! When you are treated like this … And I cannot even say the words that women are called in prostitution because they’re a kind of horrific combination of racism and sexism joined together while she is being raped! I call it rape because it’s an unwanted sex act. She would love to get the money with nothing else. 

So, at the top is the 2%. I’m happy to provide any of you with the documentation about this. So, believe it or not, 2% who make the choice have relatives that after the first gang rape, they can exit and say, “I’m out of here, I don’t have my flat anymore, so I’m staying at your apartment.”. That’s a choice to get out. The other choice is that she has enough money and resources to keep her going. She’s trying to earn money for a special part of her life. She’s not trying to earn money for food and shelter but she’s trying to earn money for college or something like that. So, 2% comes from people that I disagree with politically, in case you haven’t noticed. I don’t think it’s work, it’s a human rights violation, and I don’t think it’s sex. That is based on hundreds of interviews with exited survivors. 

Don’t let me forget to talk about the difference between sex worker advocates who are very easy to get a hold of and want to come here and talk to you. Sex worker advocates that are currently prostituting, and often are under pimp duress, or earning most of their money from pimps, and I included pimps, businessmen, investors and large strip club chains, taxi drivers, hotel owners, and I’m not just talking about some tough looking guy with a gold chain on the corner. Those are the lower end because those with the big money are sitting in a high-rise apartment right now figuring out their bank account and how they can launder it and move it to some other place. It’s a cash business, so it’s perfect for money laundering. 

I wanted to talk to somebody when we were doing research for the US State Department in Nevada, which is probably the only place in the US that has actual legal prostitution, and I talked to a taxi driver and I talked to the FBI, the local police and the state police, on how much money do they think was made ten years ago in all arms of the sex industry in one city of Las Vegas. Anyone wants to take a wild guess? This would be massage parlours, brothels, prostitution, strip clubs prostitution, escort or call girl prostitution - which is nothing more than the pimp gives her a cell phone, so there’s nothing high end about it except that if you call it high end the pimp extracts more from the customer! It’s the same thing but it’s decked out to look like silk sheets and an expensive hotel. The money made was between one and six billion dollars a year in one city! And this was ten years ago. These are estimates, so it’s a big range. That’s a lot of money and that’s why we’re all struggling with it and that’s why it’s so hidden because if people looked up really closely, it wouldn’t look so good. It’s a very cruel form of predation on vulnerable people. 

I still have my imaginary slide up here of an inverted triangle, with the 2% at the top. Then we have about 40% that are coerced by poverty, a lack of ability to see their closed ones and their children, and a need for housing. Housing is a huge issue in prostitution. There is a 75% rate of homelessness in the lives of people in prostitution. We have 40% that are dealing with really toxic racism, poverty, and as a poverty researcher knows - which is not me, but I’ve read those studies - poverty is intergenerational. It’s hard to get out of poverty without serious support from the state. If we don’t provide, and by we I mean NGOs, state governments and concerned international groups, housing and food we know who does; the pimps! It’s as simple as that. 

The whole thing is pretty simple. We have 40% and then down at the bottom we have 60% who are frankly under essentially slave like conditions. They are not able to leave. That’s my suspicion. Can I prove it? No. Have I got a lot of research data to show it? I’m not able to prove it yet on Paceville, but I briefly talked to two women last night in that strip club, one from Poland and one from Romania, and nobody could tell me that either of those women could just say that they are ready to walk out! Even though they insisted that they love the job. Several of us went there and we were seen as potential marked customers. The drinks, which were watered down, cost €9.50! There were probably three pimps watching us at all times, and a camera was in my face. Despite the fact that the women were saying that they love their job, that it’s fun, that they are having a good party and Malta is a beautiful place and that they are happy that they came to Malta, I don’t think that they really could walk out of that situation. 

I doubt it very much, and having interviewed many women who are now out of that situation, they have told me that they say these stories and take a tough approach … They tell you what do you know about this? I’m making a lot of money, I’m going to buy an apartment, I’m going to buy a car and I’m having a good time with a lot of nice people. It’s not that way! It’s a self-protective thing, both for her and to protect her from the police or someone else. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: I have another question for you. Has work been done as to why these women, men or transgender people actually have clients? Why should they have clients? 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: What is the question? 

THE CHAIRPERSON: There’s prostitution because there’s a clientele for prostitution. 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: There’s a demand for 24/7 access to women sexually. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Why? 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: Let’s spell out what the demand is. It’s for sexual access. Why do men demand sexual access? 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Or maybe other women demand it, or maybe other people demand it. I don’t think it’s only men. 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: Are some women clients of prostitutes? Men prostitutes? Yes, there are whole businesses in North America, of middle aged and older white women, who like to go to Mexico and buy cute brown men. That is a minor percentage of all of this, but it certainly does exist. It is mainly men’s demand for sexual acts as to women and the question is … 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Has any work been done to see why these people seek prostitutes? 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: What a great question! May I tell you that that is what the three of us are doing. It took me ten years! 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Great news. 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: Congratulations to you for coming up with that question. You learned from your student. It took me ten years to get there. I know how bad it is, and I know how bad women are getting hurt and how much they want to get out. Who’s making the choice here? It’s not her choice, it’s his choice! We have now studied six countries, including legal prostitution in Germany, which has some of the most horrific prostitution I’ve ever seen in my life! One of the myths about prostitution is that if we regulate it, legalise it, decriminalise the pimp and call him a manager, it’s going to get better. There is a study out of a London school of economics, a study … 

THE CHAIRPERSON: There was a comment that we have legalised prostitution, but we have not. 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: It’s very complicated, it’s tolerated, it’s ignored, there’s a law on the books, but the law is not enforced. Look at the supposedly nice model in Sweden but do you know how many men have been prosecuted under that great famous law? About 300 in one year! And of course, never a man with significant power! It’s only poor men and migrant men get busted. I share your confusion about whether or not it’s legal, tolerated … 

HON. GRAZIELLA GALEA: So, 2% is prostitution as a choice, 60% that are slaves and the 40% are? 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: 40% are pressured and coerced by force. One of the big things that is not known about prostitution is mental coercion. There is an image of coercion which is a gun to the head or kidnapping from a night club but it’s not. It’s different. Don’t ever underestimate pimps. They know more about mental control of another human being than I do as a psychologist! And I’m not exaggerating. They know how to get you or me to do X, Y or Z within two or three days. They can make us do something … Let me tell you about a pimp I know who used to be in a strip club. He had a son and decided he didn’t want to be a pimp anymore, and then he had a spiritual experience, and decided he was going to help people like me and tell us all the truth. It was wonderful. I had two days of filming him. 

He described hiring women who were looking for low level entry jobs like waitresses or bar tenders, and he had this whole strategy. He would hire them and then one day – he described this in detail - after they got used to lap dancing, and guys going into the back room with a woman for 15 minutes for a €100, he would approach them and tell them that one of the dancers is 2 hours late tonight and asks them if they would like to go up on stage and just take the top off for an hour until the dancer arrives. He had it all planned out! I’m happy to share with anybody an article I wrote with a survivor of prostitution and an expert in dissociation of mind control, about how pimps use tactics of mind control. It’s very similar to what state torturers use. 

What about the rest? 2% have a choice to get in and get out. 40% are coerced by poverty, racism and sexism and a few other factors, but those are the big ones. 60% are living under slave like conditions, where they are not permitted to leave under any circumstances. They are controlled by protein intake, sugar intake, social isolation, exhaustion and random acts of extreme violence. In fact, this is a really good way to control somebody; a traumatic head injury. To hit somebody in the head is pretty terrifying, and pimps don’t hit women in the face. If you see a bruised woman, that’s probably from a client or a sex buyer. Pimps hit women in the head, and they get concussions just like somebody gets in some sports. These are the conditions under which those 60% work.

HON. GRAZIELLA ATTARD PREVI: Is it a scenario across the board or is it the same here in Malta? 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: We’ll find out more. 

MRS MARIA BORG PELLICANO (Dar Hosea): Sometimes we believe that in Malta we only have street prostitution, and now we’re saying that street prostitution is not happening because we’re not seeing women in prostitution on the streets. Unfortunately, our idea is based on what we are seeing but we know that prostitution is still happening because these women are still attending our services every day, and the numbers are increasing, even at Dr Hosea. So, prostitution in Malta is still a big issue. What we need to mention as well, and Dr Farley mentioned that yesterday she was at a strip club, we know and women tell us that there are strip clubs, guesthouses, hotels and crack houses and this is already happening in Malta. 

Something I am reflecting on is that, so far, we don’t really speak about prostitution in general. We try to speak about it and usually we speak about violence against women, we speak a lot about domestic violence, but this is just the same. There is prostitution, and unfortunately there is this added harm, that the woman is being prostituted as well as going through other forms of violence. I think this is important because if we are going to normalise something that is already violent, unfortunately, the women in prostitution and all the victims will be more and more at risk, even of murder! There are a lot of studies that show that women in prostitution were murdered, and this happened where the situation was regularised. Once we regularise, or legalise, or decriminalise, what is an issue now will become a normality. And that is what concerns us at this point. 

DR ANNA MARIA VELLA: You may have noticed that Dr Farley has never spoken about sex workers. All the questions from your side were about sex workers, and it’s not a lapsus from her side. She knows what she’s addressing. I would like to say which work guarantees PTSD, mental health issues and violence? How can we call that work? This is something that it’s all part of this normalisation. It’s not in the law yet and this is where …  

HON. ALBERT BUTTIGIEG: Unfortunately, we have normalised massage parlours. They are mushrooming all over the country. We have legalised and given the necessary support to strip clubs. So, in a way, we have. It’s useless saying we did not because we have. 

DR ANNA MARIA VELLA: What I would like to say is that it is very important that we understand that there are no high-end escort call girls and then the poor prostitutes that Dar Hosea sees … There is no spectrum and there are no differences. They all speak to us about violence from morning till night. It is something that they do not enjoy, but it is something that they have to tolerate and, unfortunately, if we are normalising this kind of - you call it work but I don’t call it work – work, then it becomes very easily intergenerational. When I became a doctor and I had a daughter, my daughter used to say that she won’t be anything but a doctor because she thought I was working too much, but in the case of prostitution, it’s not a choice. And yes, it is intergenerational. What strikes me when I speak to mothers who have given up their children for prostitution is that these are not bad mothers but if they didn’t go in prostitution they would have been killed. If they have so many mouths to feed, they have no option but to do it. And they do it not as easily as we sometimes think. It is not an easy thing. You would find somebody who would give you anything and you would say this is the only way to survive and that is why they do it. I don’t think this is a choice by anybody. It is something that will keep you alive. That is how they thrive. 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: There is a recent report by the UN special rapporteur Reem Alsalem on prostitution and trafficking. If I’m not mistaken this report came out in 2024. It’s a phenomenal report and it addresses issues … She spent a whole year interviewing states, parties and NGOs all over the world. She is in Brussels with the UN and she is Jordanian. She would be quite an amazing person to invite here for consultation. Lacking that, I’m happy to send that report to anyone who is interested. It’s fabulous. 

Can I say something about compartmentalisation? This is how sex trade businessmen make money. Take the issue of strip clubs. What does everybody call them in Malta? Gentlemen’s clubs. I’m going to ask you for a personal favour; please don’t ever use that expression again. I can’t even use the words “strip club” because it’s strip club prostitution. Three of us walked into a strip club last night and we were looking around. There are all these poles and places to sit. We went there at 10 o’clock, so not much was happening. I went up to the pimp at the corner of the bar, and I asked him at what time does the dancing start. I was hoping to talk to a couple of the women there and he looked at me and the three of us together and he told us that the show doesn’t start until midnight but if we want, we can have a ten-minute private dance right now for a €100! I cringed at the offer because any woman in prostitution will tell you that there is nothing worse than a group of drunk men together on her! But this guy was offering me prostitution within two minutes of entering that club! I’ve been in many strip clubs in many parts of the world, but I have never seen - and you can quote me on this – such blatant prostitution as in that club last night! Usually, they are a little more subtle and they hide it. They will tell you that you can’t go back there because that’s the lap dance area. They pretend that lap dances are not prostitution. Nobody thinks that do they? Do you think that lap dance is not prostitution? Nobody thinks that. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: It gives access to prostitution. 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: I’m going to be blunt here. It is prostitution. In a lap dance area, you will find empty condoms all over the place. You will find women who were digitally raped all the time. All she’s wearing is a G-string. So, where do you think the clients’ hands are going? That’s rape. That is an unwanted sex act and it’s dangerous for her. It’s built as something separate from prostitution. Do you see how the compartmentalisation works? This is a gentlemen’s club, and this is a lap dance. They are so good at convincing all of us that this isn’t as bad as we think. Even pimps will say they hate child prostitution and that they’re against it. But do you believe that for five seconds?! No. Children are the big money makers! Anywhere an adult sex trading exists, which is around large groups of male tours, military, big electronic conventions, etc., anywhere there is a large group of men, there are children for sale because pimps are not trying to be mean to anybody, they are trying to control people, they are trying to make money, they are just businessmen and that’s how you make money. You compartmentalise part of the sex trade as okay and you look the other way. Do you have any comments? I’d like to hear them. 

HON. ALBERT BUTTIGIEG: I fully concur with your appraisal because unfortunately massage parlours have been legalised here in Malta, and we all know that massage parlours are a structure to cover prostitution, even strip clubs or gentlemen’s clubs. I’m a former mayor of St. Julian’s, so I know about one or two strip clubs in that area. They are just a cover up for prostitution. Still, legally there’s nothing else one can do because they are legal. So, what can we do? It’s useless doing this discussion because legally we … 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: You might have to change the law! I’m not a politician so I can say things like that and then go home. You know that in many parts of the world there are very bad laws. We have laws in the United States that pretend to be anti-trafficking laws but in reality, they are anti-immigration laws. That is one example. They are racist, prejudiced, awful laws but they are cloaked with an anti-trafficking presentation. I don’t know if anyone wants to talk about possible legal responses. If your goal is to stop prostitution as mine is, if you are convinced from the evidence that there is no place in the world where you can control prostitution … The pimps who run the legal brothels in Germany are organised crime experts, and I can share all kinds of testimony.  You can find it online and you can get a copy. Legal brothels or decriminalised prostitution, which is a form of legal prostitution, I can tell you that there is no decriminalised prostitution that is not zoned. 

In New Zealand, when they passed that law, you couldn’t have a brothel right next to a school, a childcare centre or the homes of the city fathers. Prostitution was zoned in places where people who couldn’t afford the legal battle to keep prostitution out of their backyards lived! That is where prostitution is zoned. In my city, in Auckland, in Christchurch, and every place else, there is no such thing as non-zoned control prostitution. In Germany, as this woman was saying, there are multistorey brothels with the Romanians at the bottom, black women on the next floor and then there are other women. 

Can I just say one thing about talking to sex worker advocates on this issue because if it becomes known that any of you are going to be having a discussion about a legal approach to prostitution, they are going to be on you asking you to let them testify, and because their testimony is such blatant lies much of the time, my job is then to counteract their lies! I want you to know who they are and if someone tells you that they are a sex worker in Malta, that they are making a lot of money and then asks you not to criminalise their buyers because you will be taking food off their tables. We did a study of some of the most well-known sex worker advocates, and do you know what they turned out to be? They had convictions for trafficking, but they presented themselves to advocacy groups, to city commissions, to groups of political policy makers like yourselves and told them what they wanted. They told them that they have a union, that they are earning good money and they support each other. I have a list of 12 people from eight countries that have convictions. I’m just going to tell you a couple of them. 

The woman in the US who founded the Sex Workers Outreach Project presents herself as a sex worker. She has a conviction of promoting interstate prostitution. Not a charge but a conviction. The Canadian woman, Terri-Jean Bedford, fought the Canadian law. Canada has a great law on prostitution. It’s an abolitionist law that says that the woman in prostitution, or the man, or the child, is a victim not a criminal and we’re never going to arrest them. They also say that pimps are controlling women, traffickers are controlling women, and so we’re going to arrest them and throw serious charges at them. The one that is argued about is the sex buyer, the client. Some people, especially the sex worker advocates, goes to the end of the battle saying not to arrest the buyer. Why? Because that’s at the core of the whole thing; men demanding access to prostitution. Bedford was convicted of running a brothel. 

Douglas Fox, the International Union of Sex Workers in the UK is an advocate adviser to Amnesty International. I love Amnesty International on some issues, but they are terrible on prostitution. In fact, they asked a pimp to advise them on their law, and this guy has been arrested for living off the earnings of prostitution and co-manages an escort agency, cell phone prostitution. Eliana Gil, Mexico Global Network of Sex Worker Projects, testified for all kinds of groups on how sex work is a good way for women to earn a living. She’s been convicted of trafficking. So, you have to look into the background of someone who is saying that she is a happy sex worker and that she is a sex worker advocate because they give some inaccurate information, to put it politely. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: We are going to have to close this session shortly because some of us have to go to the Plenary. Do we have any other questions? (Hon. Members: No) Maybe you would like to give us your final comments? 

MRS MARIA BORG PELLICANO: Prostitution is not legal, but the law needs to change because we cannot stay criminalising women for loitering. The law needs to change. Did someone mention that on massage parlours and strip clubs we cannot do anything because they are legalised, and this is exactly what concerns us. Once we legalise or decriminalise something, we cannot do anything about it because it will be okay and they will have the green light to do it. So, this is exactly what concerns us. We cannot normalise something because once it is there, and once it’s legal, women cannot be protected any longer. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Maybe something can be done about the strip clubs, but it’s more complicated when it comes to massage parlours, for the simple reason that we have people who are qualified as beauty therapists who also run massage parlours. So, it’s very complex. 

HON. GRAZIELLA ATTARD PREVI: But they don’t require a licence. 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: 200 hours of training in therapeutic massage and they are not shy about that. And in response to that pimps sometimes come up with fake licences, but a good agency can track them down. Victims need to be able to testify without being forced to testify in public against their pimps when they don’t have long term protection. You cannot ask a victim to show up in an open court when her pimp is waiting outside, and Lord knows what’s going to happen to her if she publicly testifies! The US dealt with that issue. We had a horrible law. I don’t even consider myself a US citizen, but I am a citizen of friends who think that their certain human rights in the world are not just my country right now. 

DR ANNA MARIA VELLA: The last thing I would like to say is that working with our women at Dar Hosea, one of the most pressing issues is being homeless. Many of them are homeless, many of them have issues with drugs and many of them have very serious mental problems. So, it is such a concoction that it’s not giving them money. We have to really look at the problem with all the facets that it has, and we need to help them. Sometimes when we ask them what they would really like they will tell you some peace and quiet, somewhere to go to rest. That is what they really need, and we don’t have anywhere where they can rest. They are not allowed in shelters. They are chucked out of every place. They are not allowed at Mount Carmel Hospital. So, the streets become their home. As Dr Farley said this week, just try sleeping a couple of nights in the street and then you will start thinking of what it really is to be homeless, to be hungry, and to be constrained to be a prostitute because that’s the only way that will help you eat! 

DR MELISSA FARLEY: Thank you for listening and for caring about this issue. I’m very serious about this because I could be your personal librarian, so please contact me and I will be happy to provide you with information you need. A lot of people have been tackling this issue, and we’ve learnt a lot during these last 15 years, 20 years. There is a lot of good research, and there’s some more coming your way, but thank you so much for this opportunity. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Dr Anna Maria Vella, Dr Melissa Farley and Ms Maria Borg Pellicano, for joining us today. Se nagħlaq din il-laqgħa hawnhekk. Aħna naġġornaw għal aktar tard matul dan ix-xahar. Nirringrazzjakom. 


Fis-5:50 p.m. il‑Kumitat aġġorna għal data li kellha tiġi komunikata aktar tard.
