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Press Release No. 36-04:

Continuous Nationwide Radio and Television
Audience Assessment
June - September 2004

Since 1999, the Authority has been conducting two radio and television audience audits
annually. Following a call for interest in the compilation of this year's audience audits, the
Authority has commissioned the National Statistics Office to conduct on its behalf the collection

of data for the purposes of Article 30(2) of the Broadcasting Act 1991,

From this year, audience data collection started on a daily basis through telephone interviews
that were representative of the whole population. Through the process of a continuous audience
assessment, the Authority is now in a position to provide data on the state of listening and

viewing of broadcasting services on a quarterly basis.

Following a period of trials, audience data collection started on 1st June 2004 and the Authority
is now in a position to publish the continuous audience results for the period June to September
2004,

1. Sample Profile
The sampling methodology used by the National Statistics Office (N.5.0.) gave the following
sampling profile which followed closely the figures for the resident population in Malta as
compiled by N.8.O.:

Table 1.1: Sample Profile by Gender

Sample Profile Demographics [LFS Q4]
Gender Gender

Total Male |Female Total Male | Female

Age Group % % o, Age Group % % %
12-29 28.3 324 249 12-29 30.8 326 29.1
30-49 355 34.8 361 30-49 33.9 34.3 33.6
50+ 36.2 32.8 39.0 50+ 352 33.1 37.3
Total 100 100 160 Total 100 100 100
N = 552 247 305 N= 341180 167623 173557
% 100.0 44.7 55.3 % 100.0 49,1 50.9

Differences of less than 5% are evident when the sample is analysed by gender, by age group
and by district. The largest differences are those for figures for population distribution by district
[+4.8% in South Harbour area and +4.5% in the South Eastern area] while females are more
represented than males by a difference of 4.4%.
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2. Radio Audience Listening

The study documents two important aspects of radio listening. Firstly it summarises the
popularity of the stations based on the choice of preferred station and the popularity of specific
programme types. Secondly, the study documents the audience shares attained by each
broadcasting station for the whole period, audience patterns by week and audience listenership

by month.

Of all those who listen to radio, 19.7% stated that they do not have a particular preferred station.
Super One Radio [15.3%)] is the most preferred radio station, foliowed by Radju Maita [10.5%],
Bay Radio [9.6%], RTK [9.2%] and Smash Radio [8.2%]).

News and Current Affairs [87.9%] remain the most popular programme sector with the Maltese
listener. This is followed by Musical Programmes [85.8%], and Health/Beauty programmes

[68.2%]. Religious {59.0%] and Discussion Programmes [52.9%] are also quite popular during
this period.

The average radio audience share for the summer quarter June-September 2004 is reproduced
hereunder:

FiGURE 1: RADIO AUDIENCE SHARE BY STATION
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Analysing radio audiences by month, Super One Radio was first for three months [June, July,
August] and loosing its piace to Bay Radio in September. Bay Radio was third place in June
and August. Radju Malta kept its place as the second most listened to radio station through the
four months. RTK was third place in June and September while Radio 101 was third place in

July. This is graphically represented below:

FiGURES 4.7-1/4: RADIO AUDIENCES BY STATION AND BY MIONTH
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3. Television Audience Shares

Participants in this study were asked whether they watch television regularly or not. Compared
to other studies conducted for the Authority, television viewing was slightly lower during this
period at 97.1% [April 2003 — 99.4%; October 2003 — 99.3%].

Of those who regularly watch television, 22.5% stated that they do not have any particular
preferred station. TVM [16.2%] is the most preferred station, followed by Super One TV
[14.4%). During this period TVM attracted more males than females while Super One TV, Net
TV and Smash TV attracted more females than males.

Again, News and Current Affairs Programmes on television is the more popular programme
sector [91%). This is followed by Weather [84.1%)] Plays/Drama [76%] and Discussion
Programmes [69.7%]. Of all the fourteen television programme sectors, Sports is the
programme sector that is preferred by males as compared to females. All the other programme
sectors are more favoured by females.

TVM registered the highest audience score for the period total at 50.5% with the highest daily
total registering on Tuesdays. This was followed by Super One TV [13.8% - Thursdays] and
Net TV [4.1% - Wednesdays] from local broadcasting stations.

FIGURE 5.4: TELEVISION AUDIENCE SHARE BY STATION

Televigion Audience Share by Station
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Analysing audiences by month, TVM decreased its audience share from 58.7% in June to
ding position. Super One TV, on the other hand,

44.3% in September, though maintaining its lea

attained its highest audience [20.5%) in August while Net TV nearly dou

June to September.

FiGURES 5.6-1/4: TV AUDIENCES BY STATION AND BY MONTH
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The two-volume of the broadcasting survey is available for sale on CD from the Offices of the
Broadcasting Authority, 7 Mile End Road, Hamrun HMR 02 at Lm20 per copy.
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Broadcasting Authority

Radio Audience Analysis — By Weekday
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