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1.0

1.1

1.2

1.3

Scope of the Report

This report has been prepared at the request of the Chief Executive Officer and is aimed at
providing a preliminary recommendation on the suitability or otherwise of the two general
areas presented for assessment for the development of a campus for the American
University of Malta to accommodate around 4,000 students. The project is planned to
require 10 hectares of land. No further details of the development requirements were
provided at this stage.

The recommendation is aimed at identifying which of the areas, on the basis of a set of
evaluation criteria, merit further consideration and which can be discarded, even at this
early stage. It was derived from of a desktop study utilising data available at MEPA on the
environmental and cultural value of the alternative sites and other sources as deemed
appropriate. This recommendation is also without prejudice to the outcome of more
detailed environmental assessment which would still need to be done for any eventual
development proposed on the preferred site.

The report does not delve into the merits of the principle of locating an educational
institution outside the development zone on the assumption that numerous other such
developments had already been considered and allowed outside the development zone
even within the policy context of the Structure Plan of 1992. Furthermore, the upcoming
Strategic Plan for the Environment and Development of 2014 (currently approved by Cabinet
and awaiting Parliamentary endorsement) which will replace the Structure Plan of 1992 also
allows consideration of facilities for education in “appropriate locations in the Rural Area”.
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2.5

Site Assessment Criteria
The first four criteria adopted in this assessment were as follows:

Site has to be in the south of the Island of Malta;

Half of the site has to be in Government ownership;

Site cannot be located in a protected area;

Site had to be well serviced by existing infrastructure including roads, drainage, water
and electricity.

The first two criteria were used by Government to guide the identification of the wider
search area and to zoom in on more specific general areas. They are based on socio-
economic objectives aimed at giving a boost to the economic development in the South of
Malta, thus creating more jobs and providing the stepping ladder to the local population to
emerge from the risk of poverty or improve their current status. Since both areas submitted
satisfied these two criteria from the outset, they were not utilised to enable a comparison
on the suitability of the sites.

The third criterion - site cannot be located in a protected area — was elaborated further to
include:

Site should not have an unacceptable adverse impact on:

e Special Areas of Conservation (SACs);

e Special Protection Areas (SPAs);

e Scheduled areas;

e Scheduled Areas of High Landscape Value.

The fourth criterion was also further elaborated by adopting a sub-criterion which stipulated
that the site should not be distant from the existing urban area as this would, without
detailed information on the type of infrastructure provision in the locality, enable a
comparison between the advantages and disadvantages in terms of utility provision on
specific areas. The sub-criterion would also compare sites in terms of their isolation from
built up areas and their impacts on urban sprawl.

Finally, this assessment takes into account the provisions of the Local Plan and any
additional constraints which may have an impact on the eventual development of the site,
such as distance from fireworks factories, and national infrastructure, including the sewage
treatment plant and Sant Antnin recycling plant.
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Annex B South Malta Local Plan Environmental Constraints Maps for Marsascala and Zabbar
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Annex C South Malta Local Plan Policy Maps for Marsascala and Zabbar
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