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Maltese Parliamentary delegation participates in the Winter Meeting of the OSCE Parliamentary 

Assembly 

 

Government Whip, Godfrey Farrugia has led a Maltese delegation to the Winter Meeting of the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE PA) 

which took place in Vienna on 25-26 February 2016. The delegation comprised also Members of 

Parliament Frederick Azzopardi and Emmanuel Mallia.  The two main items on the agenda were the 

crisis in and around Ukraine and the migration crisis in Europe.  

 

On 25 February, the delegation attended the Standing Committee Meeting during which the Heads 

of delegations were presented with a number of reports including on those on election observation 

missions, the activities of Special Representatives, as well as the reports of the PA’s Treasurer and 

new Secretary General.  

 

In the afternoon, Dr. Farrugia attended the General Committee on Economic Affairs, Science, 

Technology and Environment during which a debate on migration and economics was held. Dr. 

Farrugia took part in the debate where he argued that migrants settling down in Malta have had a 

minimal impact on the local labour force as they take up work that the locals are no longer 

interested in, thus contributing to the economy’s productivity.  He added that Malta is willing to 

participate in the EU relocation system through which a number of asylum seekers have already 

been sent to Malta from Italy. In the past years, Malta, a small nation state, saved many lives at sea 

despite its limited resources, also thanks to cooperation from the Italian authorities. Dr. Farrugia 

also expressed solidarity with Greece, which is currently hosting a huge influx of desperate asylum 

seekers fleeing war and misery, despite not having yet overcome the economic turmoil of the past 

years. Dr. Farrugia urged the international community to take bold action to improve the economic 

situation in the countries of origin, to stop human smugglers from continuing exploiting desperate 

people, to share responsibility for migration between states and to prepare for an increase in eco-

migrants as a result of climate change.   

 

Members of Parliament Frederick Azzopardi and Emmanuel Mallia attended the General 

Committee on Democracy, Human Rights and Humanitarian Questions where a debate on migrants 

and refugees’ human rights was organised. Member of Parliament Frederick Azzopardi participated 

in the debate where he stressed the importance of the rule of law which requires states to host 

vulnerable persons who are entitled to asylum in a safer state. Importantly, their asylum claim must 

be dealt with swiftly and efficiently. He argued that the EU’s external action must be determined by 
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the same principles as those of its internal organisation, that is, the rule of law, democracy, human 

rights, fundamental freedoms and the principles of equality and solidarity. States must refrain from 

indulging in political rhetoric that fuels popular sentiments and instead focus on taking courageous 

actions to uphold these principles. As such, good governance is the pre-requisite to ensure the 

protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

 

On 26 February, the Maltese delegation attended the General Committee on Political Affairs and 

Security during which a special debate on transnational security in the OSCE area was organised. 

Dr. Mallia intervened in the debate where he highlighted the relevance of the Mediterranean region 

in strengthening Europe’s security as a whole. Maltese politicians have relentlessly argued 

throughout the years that there can be no security in Europe if there is no peace in the 

Mediterranean. OSCE participating States must collaborate closely with other Mediterranean 

countries in order to strengthen the fight against criminal rings who exploit the plight of innocent 

asylum seekers to enrich themselves. Dr. Mallia emphasised the importance of strengthening our 

intelligence and security services in order to share information as this would increase the 

effectiveness of our fight against terrorism and trans-national criminality. Furthermore, he said that 

the OSCE must continue to collaborate with its partners to share best practices and to develop 

counter-terrorism mechanisms.  

 

The crisis in and around Ukraine was given prominence in the latter meeting, in particular the 

urgency of adhering to the ceasefire, the withdrawal of foreign fighters and weapons, the 

organisation of legitimate local elections in the east of Ukraine, the restoration of Ukraine’s control 

over the eastern border and the necessary constitutional amendments in Ukraine. Furthermore, some 

argued that the unmet 2015 deadline of the Minsk Agreements must now be replaced by new 

specific dates and that the deployment of an international peacekeeping mission in eastern Ukraine 

could give the Agreements the much needed boost. Furthermore, Ukraine must also work hard to 

clamp down on rampant corruption, putting aside political loyalties and infighting.  

 

 


