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PRESS RELEASE BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER 

 

Mr Speaker and Justyne Caruana intervene during the 10
th

 Plenary Session of the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 18/02/2016 

 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives, Anġlu Farrugia has today intervened during the 

plenary session of PAM and contributed to spur discussions on key elements pertaining to the 

Mediterranean region. 

Addressing members present, Mr Speaker acknowledged that the Mediterranean continues to face 

challenging times, with numerous negative elements hindering the development of the region on 

both the economic and social front. Recognising that Europe has failed to device a holistic approach 

for an inclusive society, Speaker Farrugia highlighted that the increased sense of marginalization 

experienced by a growing number of youths is prolonging and transforming the conflict. Looking at 

the financial aspect, Mr Speaker highlighted that money laundering and the lack of appropriate tools 

to scrutinize monetary exchanges continue to fuel the conflict. The problem is further increased 

with the involvement of banks facilitating these criminal transactions and therefore breeching the 

Bern Convention. To this end, Mr Speaker reiterated the importance to increase inter-parliamentary 

cooperation on multiple fronts and therefore enhance the opportunity to counter negative elements 

hampering development for the region.  

Speaker Farrugia continued to speak on the importance for individual member states initiatives and 

the centrality of maintaining the well being and inclusivity of the Mediterranean region as a top 

priority on our National agendas. Recalling Malta’s commitment to promote the Mediterranean 

region, Mr Speaker concluded by reminding members present that at the 1975 Conference for 

Security and Cooperation in Europe, it was upon Malta’s insistence and firm commitment that the 

Mediterranean document was included with the Helsinki declaration.  

Taking the floor, Justyne Caruana, Head of the Maltese Delegation to PAM, spoke on the 

importance to give the social sector greater prominence when discussing issues related to the 

Mediterranean region. Focusing on Malta, Justyne Caruana highlighted the great strides the country 

has been making in the health and geriatric sectors. In fact, Malta has been classified 5
th

 best 

performing country amongst 191 countries by the World Health Organization for its commitment 

and action to promote active ageing and transform the local perception on the role of the elderly. 

Justyne Caruana highlighted that such promising results are not a coincidence and reflect the strong 

commitment of the Maltese government in launching and implementing policies that promise 
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higher levels of active, productive and successful ageing as pillars of the National Active Strategy 

while strengthening the provision of care according to high qualitative standards. She solicited 

PAM to tackle the Ageing Agenda in view of the demographic changes in the Mediterranean 

region. 

Turning the focus on Climate Change, Justyne Caruana highlighted the centrality of this topic for 

the future development of the region. A new impetus focusing on the Green economy, coupled with 

a more inclusive industry, is a prerequisite for sustainable development. Furthermore, increased 

female participation in the labour market could also contribute to bring about positive change. 

Recognising that current challenges will not magically vanish, Justyne Caruana reiterated the 

importance to improve governance and ensure that parliamentarians maintain a proactive role, 

whilst remain faithful to their core purpose of being the true voice of the people and stressed on the 

role of Parliamentarians in terms of the 2009 Malta Declaration on Climate Change. 

 


