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PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Maltese Parliamentary Delegation participates in the IPU 134
th

 Assembly  

 

Between 19
 
and 23 March a Maltese delegation composed of MPs Godfrey Farrugia and  Michael 

Gonzi participated in the 134
th

 Inter-Parliamentary Union Assembly in Lusaka, Zambia. The IPU 

General Assembly brings together Members of Parliaments from all over the world to discuss 

topical political issues which are impacting the world. The IPU works for peace and co-operation 

among peoples and for the establishment of representative institutions. 

 

The main items on the agenda, on which resolutions were consequently unanimously adopted at the 

end of the Conference, included the need to enhance global cooperation against the threat of 

terrorism to democracy and human rights, ensuring lasting protection against destruction and 

deterioration for the tangible and intangible cultural heritage of humanity and young refugees who 

become stateless after being displaced. 

 

During the General Debate, MP Godfrey Farrugia, head of the Maltese delegation delivered a 

speech on rejuvenating democracy and the role of youth in democracies. He spoke about the 

problem of voter apathy and called parliamentarians to address the reasons collectively and 

objectively. Dr Farrugia argued that in order to empower young people, lowering the voting age is 

not enough and there needs to be active engagement with youth to instil a sense of belonging and 

civic pride. 

 

At the end of the meeting, the Assembly also endorsed the final resolution document calling for a 

democratic renaissance and giving voice to youth. The resolution stresses that representative 

democracy entails including everyone in society and adapting parliaments to modern times. 

Modernizing the functions of democratic institutions necessitates changing the way politics is done 

and delivering a better future. 

 

 

 


