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Honourable Colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I am very honoured to address this distinguished assembly of parliamentarians in Lusaka for 

the 134
th

 Assembly.  

  

Young people are the heirs of our world's natural heritage and its prosperity, and the future of 

each country's economic, social and environmental sustainability.  

 

History has always depicted youth as free minded individuals with a readiness not to conform 

to norm. They are innovative, adventure seeking and passionate. 

 

In a global digital world, where every citizen is a world citizen, and in a fast changing society 

where diversity and inclusivity are challenging opposites, youth have become more 

individualistic and less interested to participate in the art and science of politics, and more so 

in partisan politics. 

 

Dear Honourable Colleagues let us be inquisitive and find soul searching answers to the 

following questions  

 

Are we role models in our political system?  

Are we striving to strengthen democracy and good governance? 

Are we doing our utmost to unlock youth potential? 

Are we engaging youth? 

Is the youth indifference to participate in democratic elections a sign of youth weakness or 

are we, parliamentarians failing to reach out? 

  

It is a fact that youth turnout in general and local government elections has never been 

particularly high anywhere in the world, but in the last years we are reaching record lows 

both in emerging and mature democracies. 

 

The reasons are various and they may also be particular to a state, but it is our duty to address 

them collectively and objectively.  

 

Some international quarters equate democracy with a country's voting turnout and I am proud 

to say that Malta has one of the highest free voting turnouts for general elections in the 

world.  

 

Is this the end point?  

It is indeed a credit, but the answer is a strong: No. 

  

Abraham Lincoln had defined democracy simply as 'Government of the people, by the 

people, to the people.' A government that is to be upheld by all freedom-loving people and 

not just the select few who hold a seat in state. It is also a government free of injustice that 

would violate the country's laws and by-standards. A government that should never exploit 

youth. 

 



The upholding of democratic principles and public standards are a must and a priority to 

sustain social harmony and everlasting serenity, and the direction should be in a positive 'all 

in society approach'. 

  

We must listen to and motivate our youth ... to lead. 

We need to empower youth, to cherish their right of freedom of expression, to uphold to the 

rights of gender youth equity and to the rights of the vulnerable and the disabled. 

We need to instil a sense of belonging, a sense of ownership, a sense of civic pride.  

 

... And in less developed countries let us safeguard the universal rights to live and to survive, 

... whilst in conflict regions let us positively contribute to resolve differences through 

diplomacy. 

  

Youth is our beacon of hope to rejuvenate democracy.  

The proactive participation of youth in the community, as nationals, in non-government 

organizations, in political parties and as peoples' representatives is a treasurable asset and is 

vital.  

 

If we so do believe in youth's democratic voice to steer a nation's way forward, let us 

translate words to action, and give youth a free hand to vote in electoral processes. However 

in so doing, let us not positively discriminate in their election. 

 

In Malta we have recently lowered the voting age for local government elections from 18 to 

16, and I must state that we are not only led by a young Prime Minister, but we have young 

Members of Parliament who are part of the Executive, Shadow Ministries or give added 

value to the back bench. 

 

It is the changes we make, that makes us who we are. 

 

Let us be champions and make our world a better place to live in.  

 

 


