

Resolution on Stateless Children born in Malta

We, the former members of the House of Representatives of Malta assembled in our Annual General Conference on Monday 19th December 2016 at the Parliament Building, Valletta
[bookmark: _GoBack]RESOLVE the following:   ;

That children born in Malta who are destitute of any citizenship, or as they are commonly referred to ``stateless person,” deserve  the care and protection of society, so that no further unnecessary hardship be imposed upon them or added to their plight;
That in virtue of the Malta Citizenship Act (art. 10 (6) (7) and (8) of Cap 188) such minors on attaining the age of eighteen have a legal right to acquire Maltese citizenship on application to the responsible Minister:
That in order to grant protection to such vulnerable persons it is fit and proper that any person born in Malta whose statelessness is proven beyond any reasonable doubt , and whose case is genuine , be granted Maltese  citizenship; the more so when one considers that at age eighteen such citizenship will,  in any case,  be granted to them; 
That under article 11(2) of the same Act the Minister responsible  for citizenship already has the power and discretion to grant Maltese nationality to any  minor, if he feels that there are special circumstances justifying such an action ;
THEREFORE 
(a) We humbly and respectfully appeal to the   Minister responsible  for citizenship to seriously consider granting Maltese citizenship to stateless minors born in Malta,  under such terms, requirements and  conditions as he may deem fit , including those conditions currently applicable to stateless adults born in Malta ;
(b) We gently request the Honourable Speaker of the House of Representatives to transmit this Resolution to all members of the House of Representatives.
