
AN INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE ACTIVITY ON THE INITIATIV E OF THE HON SPEAKER’S 
OFFICE, THE INDIAN HIGH COMMISSION TO MALTA AND ST JAMES CAVALIER CENTRE FOR 
CREATIVITY  

On the 26, 27 and 28 July lovers of world dance and music will be able to enjoy two of India’s finest 
performers, Vyjayanthi Kashi and Anupriya Deotale in two separate performances. This weekend 
Festival of Indian Dance and Music, to celebrate the distant and diverse culture of India, will take 
place at St James Cavalier Centre for Creativity on the initiative of the Hon Mr Speaker, the Indian 
High Commissioner to Malta, and St James Cavalier Centre on the occasion of the European Year of 
Intercultural Dialogue.   

The European Year for Intercultural Dialogue aims to fight racism and xenophobia as well as any form 
of discrimination, to challenge extremism from all sources and origins, and to rediscover common 
roots and heritage.  

This was announced this morning during a press conference addressed by the Hon Mr Speaker Dr 
Louis Galea, HE Ms Murugesan Manimekalai, and Mr Michael Fenech, Chairman of the St James 
Cavalier Foundation for Creativity. HE Mr Wilfrid Kenely, Maltese High Commissioner to India, and Ms 
Pauline Abela, Acting Clerk of the House, were also present for the press conference.  

Dr Louis Galea said that the most effective way of facing today’s and tomorrow’s challenges, both at 
the national and at the international level, is through well informed and genuine dialogue. “Peace, 
security and prosperity will be better fostered when a continuous process of intercultural dialogue 
takes place. Such a dialogue mobilizes people and actions dedicated to the promotion of the mutual 
knowledge and respect.”   

Dr Louis Galea said: “The Maltese people continue to experience Indian culture through the Indian 
Community in Malta that is now fully integrated in Maltese society. This is a living experience of how 
two cultures, so distant and diverse, drew closer over time and came to treat each other with the 
respect and dignity that each and every culture deserves”.   

Dr Louis Galea thanked HE the Indian High Commissioner, the Consul of India in Malta Mr Johann 
Cuschieri, and Chris Gatt, the General Manager of St James Cavalier Centre for his valuable artistic 
input and management of the Festival.     

HE Ms. Murugesan Manimekalai, High Commissioner of India to Malta, said that she is pleased to 
have been able to have the Indian Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR) to sponsor the two cultural 
troupes from India, one each in the Indian tradition of music and dance respectively. “This is in 
keeping with the deep-rooted cultural traditions of India, a pluralistic society of many cultures and 
divinities.  It is also in keeping with the Indian tradition of cultural exchange which is also fostered 
through autonomous bodies like the ICCR and through the Indian Embassies which act as catalysts 
for exchange of ideas and dialogue between peoples, traditions and cultures across continents. This 
not only enriches the individual but also societies and enhances mutual understanding.”  

The dance troupe led by Ms. Kashi will perform Kuchipudi, one of the six classical forms of traditional 
Indian dance and is aesthetically symbolic while also demanding on the dancers.  It originates from 
the southern Indian province of Andhra Pradesh.  The music group will be led by Chief Violinist, Ms. 
Anupriya Deotale, who will perform Indian repertoires.  The violin is an essential ingredient of all 
aspects of Indian music whether played in solo or as an accompaniment or in concerts. The music of 
the violin in India is emotional and blends with Indian ragas or tunes.  In India music and dance are 
considered to be the sacred offerings to the Gods and it is in this spirit that the dancers and musicians 
perform.  

Ms Manimakelai concluded by saying: “We are happy to bring these performances to the Maltese 
audience with a rich and multifaceted and ancient cultural tradition of their own”.  

Michael Fenech, Chairman of St James Cavalier Foundation for Creativity, said that this event is one 
of a number being organised by St James Cavalier in collaboration with a number of partners, 



embassies and government institutions to mark the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue.  “There 
is a common thread going through this varied programme.  The concept behind the events, is that 
people should experience intercultural dialogue as a personal experience.  That is why we have 
devised a number of creative initiatives based on the five senses that encourage the people 
participating in the activities to have a first hand experience of communicating with and through other 
cultures.  Our guiding principle here, as a Centre whose main raison d’etre is empowerment through 
the practice of creativity, is the concern with creative processes rather than just the cultural products.”  

Vyjayanthi Kashi is one of the world’s finest exponents of Kuchipudi, a sacred dramatic dance form 
which has been revolutionised by Ms Kashi to bring in contemporary themes and concepts.  

Anupriya Deotale has also linked in to traditional Indian culture, and in her case that is music, and 
fused it with contemporary sounds and instruments.  Basing her work round the non-traditional 
instrument the violin, she incorporates traditional Indian music and fuses it with modern sounds to 
create world fusion music.  

Vyjayanthi Kashi will be performing on the 26, 27, 28 July in the St James Theatre. She will be 
accompanied by three musicians and a singer  

Anupriya Deotale will be accompanied by two other accomplished violists and will be performing on 
the same days but in the St James Music Room.  

Info sheets…  

Information about Kuchipudi, the classical Indian D ance Drama, a short biography of 
Vyjayanthi Kashi and another about Anupriya Deotale .  

KUCHIPUDI – The Divine Dance Form   

Andhra Pradesh is associated with the divine dance form, as it was, Kuchipudi.  It is famous for its 
grace, elegance and charm.  It was Abdul Tana Shah, the grand nephew of Sultan Mohammed Quli 
Qutb Shah of the Qutub Shahi dynasty, who bestowed the name of ‘Kuchipudi” upon this renowned 
dance form of Andhra Pradesh.  

The story dates back to the reign of Tana Shah, an ardent lover of the arts.  It was on one of his visits 
to Kuchipudi, a small village in Krishna district that the king realized that it was imperative to provide 
water for the villagers..  He ordered a well to be dug.  Overwhelmed by his majesty’s kindness, the 
villagers expressed their gratitude for his generous gesture with a performance of this dance form by 
Tana Shah as a token of his appreciation.  Since then Kuchipudi has been known.  

Kuchipudi has always been an inseparable part of the Andhra tradition.  Even before Tana Shah had 
recognized this dance form, Kuchipudi was popular.  More than 3000 years ago, Bharat Muni, in his 
writing, Natya Shastra, explains the various aspects associated with this dance form. The ancient 
temples and Buddhist monasteries excavated at Nagarjunakonda, Amaravathi and Ghantasala also 
enlighten us about this traditional dance form.  

Kuchipudi is a perfect balance between three aspects – Nritta, Nritya and Natya, each being 
equivalent in nature.  The Nritta is a rhythmic sequence that concludes a song or a verse; the Nritya 
or sabdams in which the rhythmic passages are followed by interpretations alternately; Natya is a 
complete dance drama with a story line and various characters..  

Unlike Bharat Natyam (another dance form) which evolved from the Nattuva Mela School of dance, 
Kuchipudi originated from the Natya Mela School of dance and it was performed on special festive 
occasions.  The wavy hand movements and the rapid tempo of the Kuchipudi dance distinguish it 
from Bharat Natyam.  

The use of laya (rhythm), thandava (footsteps and rhythm) and abhinaya (expression) is common with 



the Kuchipudi artist.  But Kuchipudi is characteristic for its abhinaya or expressions.  Angika, vachika, 
satukai and ahaarya are the four types of abhinaya or actions.  

A very charming form of abhinaya is the satvikabhinaya which includes three steps.  It begins with 
facial expressions and eye movements, follwed by hand gestures and eventually movements of the 
entire body expressions and eye movements followed by hand gestures and eventually movements of 
the entire body.  

The eighteenth century witnessed a tremendous impact of dance drama on Kuchipudi.  Professional 
drama troupes had set foot into Andhra Pradesh.  Their system of communication and use of the local 
dialect was received well by the masses and this in turn initiated the traditional gurus to adapt 
dialogue into their dance dramas and some of the more famous pieces within the structure of the 
dance drama found a place in the Kuchipudi dance form.  The proficiency of the artists in footwork 
and their perfect control over their limbs is apparent since the dance is performed over the rim of a 
brass plate with a vessel full of water on the head.  

The dance and histrionic expressions that dominated the Kuchipudi format was overshadowed with 
dialogues (common with drama).  Hence, Kuchipudi emerged in a new form with a blend of the 
theatre.  The Natya Shastra, a treatise, reveals that the present form of Kuchipudi is an almost 
identical replica of the dance drama that was staged by Bharata before Indra.  

Although Kuchipudi was pushed to the backseat with the advent of motion pictures in the 1930s, 
fortunately, the renaissance of the glory of Kuchipudi was possible with the dedicated and untiring 
efforts of the patrons of the arts.  Kuchipudi is also loved by the West and this dance form has always 
fascinated them.  

Kuchipudi, the dainty dance form of Andhra Pradesh is profoundly aesthetic and the experience of 
watching it live is most exhilarating and cannot be expressed in words! 

…/… 

Write up about Vyjanathi Kashi   

VYJAYANTHI KASHI…dancing to eternal bliss  

Unfettered by any thing but DANCE, today Vyjayanthi is an iconoclast in the field of dance.  One of 
India’s most respected classical dancers, Vyjayanthi Kashi is a dance-bridge between the pristine 
classical style of Kuchipudi and a more contemporary dance aesthetic.  

Having had her training in Bharatnatyam, Kuchipudi and Temple Ritual Dances from a tender age 
under legendary Gurus like Late Guru C R Acharya, late Vedantham Prahalada Sarma, Padmashree 
Veantham Satyanarayana Sarma, Bharathakala Prapoorarna, Korada Narasimha Rao and others she 
has proved a DYNAMIC FORCE in KUCHIPUDI.  

Vyjayanthi is celebrated not only for her deep and composite understanding of the art of Kuchipudi , 
but also for her work in television, theatre, choreography, dance-education and dance-therapy.  Her 
fluid choreography and repertoire of solo performances reflect both her Indian heritage and cross 
cultural experimentations.  Her passion and vision for integrating the arts into the lives of all Indians is 
guided by principles of innovation and excellence.  She serves on the Arts and Cultural Committee of 
the Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Government of India.  

Over her extensive career, Vyjayanthi’s work has been featured in several international festivals, 
including the Oriental Dance Festival Germany, Festival of India in Africa, India Film Festival in 
Malaga, Appan Dance Festival in Korea and Olympic Festival in Italy and many more. She has given 
lecture-demonstration and conducted workshops in many universities in the US, Italy, UK and many 
other countries.   



Vyjayanthi is a frequent presenter at international dance conferences and symposia. Her film and 
television credits include documentaries and interviews on Doordarshan, Sony Television, Zee TV, E-
NADU, UDAYA and CHANDANA etc.  She is a regular motivational speaker and workshop leader 
speaking on Arts and life, Dance and Yoga, creativity and collaborations in the arts.  

With a vision to promote artistic and professional excellence, she founded the SHAMBHAVI SCHOOL 
OF DANCE in 1993  

To mention a few of her credentials: -  

            *  Top Ranking Artist of Doordarshan (Broadcasting media) 

            *  Outstanding Artist of ICCR (Govt. of India) 

            *  Research fellow of Govt. of India in Kuchipudi  

            *  Recipient of the Kalashree award by Sangeetha Natak Academi. 

            * Member of the Text Book Committee of Kuchipudi (Govt of Karnataka) 

            *  Recipient of Arya Bhatta Award for Best Actress. 

            *    Recipient of Vocational Excellence Award from Rotary International. 

            *  Recipient of the Astitva Award, 2006  

To know more about her visit her on www.schoolofkuchipudi.com  

Write up about Anupriya    

Maestro Anupriya is acknowledged as one of the most outstanding classical North Indian Violin artist 
of today. She has a unique style of her own, on the lines of fusion in which she blends the elements of 
"Gayaki" i.e. vocal rendering and "Tantarakari" i.e. instrumental rhythmic patterns, a manner in which 
not many are found playing the Violin in the entire sub continent. She has been described by the 
critics as having "A keen aesthetic sense with a flawless bowing technique". Further, her music 
combines the traditions of the Sarangi and Violin and is particularly well known for the subtle nuances 
that she infuses with a great deal of imagination in to her work. Her style of playing Violin is clearly 
distinguished by sweetness of emotional depth of her music.    

A disciple of legendary Sarangi maestro Pandit Ramnarayan, Anupriya has also received guidance 
from the great Sitar maestro Ustad Shahid Parvez, Sarod Maestros Ustad Amjad Ali Khan and Pandit 
Mukesh Sharma.    

Anupriya has created an enviable niche for herself in the field of fusion music and have worked with 
the musicians from France, Germany, Spain and Reunion Island.  She also performed a very 
significant duet with Ustad Shafqat Ali Khan, a very well known vocalist of Pakistan   

She has received a senior fellowship from the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India. She has become the 
first Indian musician to receive the prestigious Ustad Salamat  Ali and Nazakat Ali Khan award at 
Lahore (PAKISTAN) in December 2004. Anupriya is the first Indian classical female musician to be 
recorded for a programme by the Pakistan Television.    

Anupriya has performed creditably at various major concerts in India, Spain, Italy, Austria, 
Switzerland, Germany, France, Slovenia, Hungary, UK, Canada, Reunion Island, Russia, Latvia, 
Singapore, Japan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Mauritius, Bahrain, UAE, Qatar, Oman and Pakistan.   



Anupriya has a large number of CD recordings to her credit, which include India Calling and Call of 
Horizons released in Germany and Holland.    
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