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PRESS RELEASE BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Deputy Speaker Claudette Buttigieg participated in the Conference of Speakers of the European 

Union Parliaments, which was held in Tallinn on 23 and 24 April 2018. This annual meeting brings 

together Speakers of Parliaments from the European Union and the European Parliament and serves 

as a forum for the exchange of opinions, information and experiences on topics related to the role of 

parliaments. The items of the agenda of this year’s meeting were the Future of the European Union 

and European Security and Defence. 

  

President of the European Parliament Antonio Tajani made the opening address of the conference, 

focusing on the future of Europe. In his address President Tajani referred to the monthly meetings 

that the European Parliament is organising with the individual heads of government of the European 

Union to discuss the future of the European Union. He remarked that it is important that parliaments 

debate to shape the future of Europe, as that is where the representatives of the citizens sit. He argued 

that it is imperative that politics shape the future as if this is left in the hands of bureaucrats there is a 

risk of ending up taken over by regulations. President Tajani also argued that the upcoming debate 

on the next Multiannual Financial Framework should serve as a tool to establish the priorities of the 

Union for the coming years. He concluded by saying that it is the duty of the politicians to ensure that 

democratic participation is enhanced and that when things are not going well, one should not blame 

the citizens. 

 

MP Claudette Buttigieg took part in the debate that followed the keynote speeches by the Marshal of 

the Sejm of the Republic of Poland Marek Kuchciński, Speaker of the National Council of the Slovak 

Republic Andrej Danko and President of the French National Assembly François de Rugy in the 

session on the future of the European Union.  

 

The Deputy Speaker remarked that the 10-year anniversary of the entry into force of the Lisbon 

Treaty, which gave new and unprecedented roles and powers in the European decision-making 

architecture, should be used by the respective parliaments as an opportunity to take stock of what 

their citizens expect from the European Union. In this way, the European project remains a reflection 

of the aspirations of its citizens, thereby making the role of national parliaments a truly participative 

one.  

 

She also echoed the argument made by the President of the European Parliament that the blame for 

disillusionment with the EU cannot rest with the citizens and it falls on those who truly believe in the 

fundamental values on which the EU is founded to help it survive the quasi-existential crisis it finds 

itself in. 

 


