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What Europe stands for – Growth, jobs and rights: will the European Union rise to the occasion? 

  

Session 1:  

Overcoming the crisis: promoting robust and sustainable growth based on sound employment 

  

  

Mr/Mrs Chairperson 

  

First of all, I would like to join previous speakers in thanking the organisers of this International 

Conference, that is the Italian Chamber of Deputies and the Hellenic Republic, for giving us the 

opportunity to address such an important issue in today’s Europe, namely employement. 

  

Allow me also to thank the host of this International Conference for the hospitality extended to the 

participants. 

  

Our discussion here this afternoon is based on what Europe stands for - what the European 

citizens expect Europe/the European Union to do in order to help overcome the crisis.We ought to 

come up with European solutions to what isperceived to be a European problem; to achieve results by 

working together, where individual efforts by the Member States cannot lead to the same results. 

  

Since 2009 we have talked a lot about the economic and financial crisis which has hit Europe. The 

European Union,particularly the members of the Euro zone which were most affected by the crisis, 

worked hard in order to introduce budgetary surveillance mechanisms and financial support 

mechanisms in the Euro zone intended to prevent such crises from happening again in the future. Their 

effectiveness can only be proven in time. 

  

Although some analysts are arguing that the crisis is over –supported by encouraging statistics that 

indicate that Greece, Italy and Portugal are expected to return to growth this year –we must not forget 

what the austerity arising from this crisis has meant for our citizens. Unemployment figures from the 

Member States are more worrying: unemployment rates above 25% are alarming, even more so 

considering that in these same Member States youth unemployment rates are around50% and in some 

cases even more. Beyond statistics, it means that in some places 1 in 4 of our citizens is out of a job, 

and for every young person in employment, another is unemployed. Our young generation deserves to 

have a future.  Those who should be tomorrow’s business and political leaders do not have the 

opportunity to gain the required skills. Europe, and the European Union in particular, has a duty to 

address this failure. 

  



As political leaders we owe it to future generations, those same generations which will be replacing us 

in a few years. We have all entered the political sphere with one mission: that of leaving a better world 

than what we found. Our citizens want tangible results. The man on the street is not interested in 

complex mathematical predictions or in the debt or the growth figures themselves; these are only 

relevant to the man on the street if they are conducive to economic growth and job creation. 

  

Luckily, the situation in Malta is not as dire, with unemployment standing at 6.7% and youth 

unemployment at 15%, however this figure is on the rise. Coming from a small country which does not 

have any land or mineral resources to drive the economy, we have long recognised that the workforce 

is the most valuable resource we have. 

  

Employment depends on growth. For growth to be robust and effective in the long-term, we should see 

innovative growth driven by the needs of the consumers which do not deplete the precious limited 

resources. I would like to recall the words of the President of Uruguay, Jose Mujica – who is known as 

the poorest president in the world – who in his address to theRio+20 Summit in 2012 asked whether the 

planet can support 7 or 8 billion people with the same level of consumption as isthe case in the most 

developed countries. He also asked what would happen to the oxygen supply if Indians had the same 

proportion per household as Germans. 

  

Whilst conceding that growth is essential for confidence and prosperity to return to our citizens, I 

believe that this should be achieved in such a way that respects our limited resources and can thus be 

sustainable in the long-term. 

  

Thank you 

 

 


