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SPEAKER ANĠLU FARRUGIA LEADS A PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION TO THE 

11TH GENERAL MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL PARLIAMENTARIANS’ 

COALITION FOR NORTH KOREAN REFUGEES AND HUMAN RIGHTS (IPCNKR) 

 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Hon Anġlu Farrugia, has today participated in the 

11th General Meeting of the International Parliamentarians’ Coalition for North Korean Refugees 

and Human Rights (IPCNKR), which was held in Bucharest, Romania. The theme of this year’s 

meeting was the Role of International Organisations in Resolving the Issue of North Korean Human 

Rights. 

 

This was the second time that the Maltese Parliament was represented in this gathering, which for 

the second consecutive time took place in a European Member State. Speaker Farrugia made 

congratulatory remarks at the opening of the meeting where he recalled his contribution to the 10th 

Joint Statement adopted during the 2013 meeting and expressed his satisfaction that the last 

paragraph of this Statement, which asked for it to be conveyed ‘to the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, as part of its effort to co-operate with international and regional organisations, such 

as the European Union and the Council of Europe, toward the termination of the tragedies of North 

Koreans’, was also part of the Statement of the 11th IPCNKR. 

 

In his address, Speaker Farrugia referred to the 372-page report by the UN Commission of Inquiry 

on Human Rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPKR), which contained a 

number of recommendations intended to address the serious human rights violations found to be 

committed by the DPKR. He likewise referred to the Report of the Special Rapporteur on the 

situation of human rights in the DPRK as well as to the Universal Periodic Review of the Human 

Rights Council drawn up in preparation for the 27th Session of the Human Rights Council due in 

September 2014.  

 

The Speaker also spoke about the various contributions by the European Union vis-à-vis the human 

rights situation in the DPRK, particularly the outcome of the Foreign Affairs Council of 10th 

February 2014 where the EU declared its support to the “work of the Commission of Inquiry 

investigating the human rights situation in the DPRK” and also ensured “follow-up to its report and 

recommendations”. 

 

In conclusion, Speaker Farrugia appealed to the North Korean people not to despair as the countries 

represented gathered for the meeting are on their side.  

 

At the end of the meeting, the delegates approved the 11th Joint Statement of the ICPNKR. During 

the closing session of the meeting it was agreed that the meeting in 2015 will be hosted by Austria. 
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Government Whip, Hon. Carmelo Abela, and Opposition Whip, Hon. David Agius, formed part of a 

Parliamentary delegation, led by the Speaker, which participated in the 11th General Meeting of the 

IPCNKR. 

 

The full text of the address by Speaker Farrugia and the 11th Joint Statement are attached. 

 


