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THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ANĠLU FARRUGIA,  

INTERVENES IN 9TH CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF EUROPEAN SMALL 

STATES’ PARLIAMENTS 

  

The Speaker of the House of Representatives, Dr Anġlu Farrugia, has today  took part in the second 

day of the 9
th

 Conference of the Presidents of the Parliaments of the European Small States, which 

is presently being held in Andorra. 
 

In his intervention on the topic dealing with small States’ contribution to democratic governance, 

Speaker Farrugia emphasised the importance of the trust that the people should have in politicians 

in order to have an ideal democratic governance. He added that this could only be achieved if a 

regulatory body existed which could check the ethical behaviour of MPs. He pointed out that Malta 

was moving in this direction with the appointment of the Commissioner of Public Standards in the 

forthcoming future. 
 

Speaker Farrugia mentioned the importance that Parliament be completely detached from any 

influence of the Executive and hence the true autonomy character of Parliament would be 

safeguarded. He continued that the Constitution had to be amended only if needs be, once full 

dialogue with everyone has been carried out, without leaving out of the discussion its mature form. 

In the absence of legislators, this could lead to complete failure as happened in other small states. 
 

Farrugia said that Parliament should always be close to the people and hence he ensured that during 

his presidency Parliament was open for all, without any distinction. He also said that 

communication was an essential tool for checks and balances by the public. Indeed, a Parliamentary 

TV Channel, besides live streaming, would be launched hopefully in the coming weeks. 
 

Speaker Farrugia concluded that good governance meant that social injustices were addressed 

without delay and that all means and efforts were carried out to erase all possible social conflicts 

including discrimination at all levels in a given society. 
 


