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DR ANĠLU FARRUGIA, SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

PARTICIPATES IN PRAGUE SPEAKERS’ ROUND-TABLE CONFERENCE 

 

This morning, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Dr Anġlu Farrugia, has participated in a 

Speakers’ Round-Table Conference, which was held in Prague during the Fourth International 

Forum “Let My People Live!”  

 

The Speakers’ Round-Table Conference, which was chaired by Mr Martin Schultz, President of the 

European Parliament, discussed the attached ‘Inter-Parliamentary declaration on Combating Anti-

Semitism and hate crimes’, also known as the ‘Terezin Declaration’. 

 

In his intervention, Speaker Farrugia said that, although the ceremony was meant to commemorate 

the 70
th

 anniversary of the Holocaust, one should reflect on other crimes such as Islamophobia, anti-

Christianism and anti-Roma. He referred to the ISIS threat as well as to the morning’s attack on the 

Corinthia hotel in Tripoli.  

 

He drew the attention of the meeting that, according to the said Declaration, appropriate legislative 

steps should be taken, aiming inter alia at introduction of tolerance and mutual respect in the 

educational system. He pointed out that it was beyond his powers to encourage such steps due to his 

impartial role as Speaker of the House. In fact the Declaration was not signed and the last two 

paragraphs were deleted. 

 

After his intervention, the Round-Table agreed to set up an inter-parliamentarian working group, 

under the auspices of the European Parliament, which will include representatives from the national 

parliaments of the EU and also, amongst others, Bosnia Herzegovina, FYR of Macedonia, Norway 

and Turkey. This working group will draft legal proposals to strengthen tolerance and to combat 

various forms of hatred and incitement to hatred. 

 


