
ADDRESS BY ANGELO FARRUGIA, PRESIDENT OF THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES, PARLIAMENT OF MALTA ON THE OCCASSION OF THE 

41ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE COUP D’ETAT 15TH JULY 1974 CYPRUS 

 

Your Excellency President of the Republic, 

Your Excellency President of the House of Representatives, 

Honourable Ministers, 

Honourable Members of the House of Representatives, 

Distinguished Guests, 

 

It is truly a great honour for me to be present today in this beautiful building and to have this 

singular privilege to address such a distinguished audience on the occasion of the 41
st 

Anniversary of the Coup d’Etat of 15
th

 July 1974. 

 

At the very outset, I would like to express my sincerest gratitude to my dearest colleague, 

Yiannakis Omirou, for his cordial invitation to visit your beautiful country and for the warm 

hospitality which is being extended to me and to my delegation. 

 

It is with bitter nostalgic memories that I still vividly recall the tragic moments which your 

country had to pass through in the middle of July of 1974. 

 

I remember very well Archbishop Makarios even months before the day when the Coup 

d’Etat took place 41 years ago. In fact, a few months earlier, precisely on the 8
th

 of November 

1973, Archbishop Makarios called on the then Prime Minister of Malta Dom. Mintoff where 

they discussed similarities between the two island countries. At the time Dom Mintoff did 

strike a deal with the British Government to ensure that in the following six years, that is by 

31st of March 1979, all the British bases would have to close down on the island of Malta so 

that Malta would be a completely independent republic and neutral country, completely free 

from foreign bases. 

 

This was also discussed with Archbishop Makarios.  In fact, according to reports which now 

have been leaked by the US WikiLeaks, one can read the following: 

 

“The talks certainly will be mainly on Middle East and Mediterranean cooperation, 

but Makarios also may wish additional lessons on how to squeeze money out of Her 

Majesty’s Government.”
1
 

 

In fact, Makarios did discuss past conflicts with the British at the time.  This was the time 

when Queen Elizabeth II was the Queen of Malta and Head of the Island, and the last 

Governor General was Sir Anthony Mamo who, on the day of the Coup d’Etat that took place 

in Cyprus, received Archbishop Makarios in Malta on his arrival from Cyprus after he had 

been deposed as President in the Coup.  At that time it was reported that: 

 

“Mamo accompanied the haggard-looking Makarios from the airport to the governor-

general’s palace in a small car; shortly afterwards another car arrived to the palace 
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with shirts, trousers, underwear and socks for the Archbishop, who had fled Cyprus 

with only the clothes he stood up in.”
2
 

 

Your Excellency President of the Republic, 

Your Excellency President of the House of Representatives, 

Honourable Ministers, 

Honourable Members of the House of Representatives, 

Distinguished Guests, 

 

The rest is history, but surely we remember very well the terrible events that shocked Malta, 

together with other countries in the world, which took place today 41 years ago in the 

Republic of Cyprus. Archbishop Makarios did stay for a good rest in Malta before proceeding 

to London and from there he left for New York to address the United Nations’ Security 

Council, where in his speech precisely on 19
th

 July 1974 he said: 

 

“On Saturday, 13
th

 July, a conference under the presidency of General Gizikis was 

held in Athens, which lasted for many hours. As was stated in a relevant communiqué 

issued at the end of this conference, it was to be reconvened on Monday, 15
th

 July. 

The reference in the communiqué to a second conference was deceiving.  For a while 

on Monday I was awaiting for a reply to my letter, the reply came, and it was the 

Coup.”
3
 

 

Archbishop Makarios continued his speech and said: 

 

“I am grateful to the British Government which made available a helicopter to pick 

me up from Paphos, transfer me to the British bases, and from there by plane to 

Malta.”
4
 

 

I am pleased to be now addressing the House of Representatives of the Republic of Cyprus as 

President of the  House of Representatives, Parliament of Malta.  Malta has always remained 

in total solidarity with Cyprus following the tragic events that shocked the country 41 years 

ago, where thousands lost their lives and where people were deprived from their own 

property.  With regard to the latter, 40 years after, that is in 2014 a year ago, the European 

Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg, by fifteen votes to two, held  that Turkey had to pay 90 

million euros in compensation to Greek Cypriots for having breached their human rights. 

 

Here I would like to refer to the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2197 (2015) 

which was adopted by the Security Council at its 7370th meeting on 29th January 2015. In 

the said Resolution, the Security Council is calling upon the two leaders to put their efforts 

behind further work on reaching convergences on core issues, is urging the implementation of 

confidence-building measures, and is looking forward to agreement on and implementation of 

further such mutually-acceptable steps. I augur that progress is made in the negotiations so 

that a just and durable solution is reached without further delay. 
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Following the said Coup d’Etat on the 15
th

 of July 1974, Malta became a republic later in the 

same year, precisely on 13
th 

December 1974, and on the 31
st
 of March 1979, Malta became a 

neutral country, when all the bases of the British forces were closed down, making Malta 

clearly and completely free from foreign military bases and a fully independent, republic and 

neutral country.   

 

Of course, the problems that your country, Cyprus, is facing, that is, the real and total 

integrity and sovereignty of your country, which is also still complemented by British forces 

present in the country, are the challenges among others that all the Cypriots have to address 

together. With regard to my country, we are always there in full support and solidarity, like 

members of the same family of the Mediterranean and the European Union, whenever this is 

called for in the circumstances. 

 

I conclude by saying that this day, 41 years ago, was a day of shame for those who committed 

this serious crime against democracy but from which we, all together and certainly the 

Cypriots and those who believe in true democracy, should vouch together and loudly say that 

this should never ever take place for the generations to come. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 


