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President Mr Rachid Talbi El Alami,  

Esteemed Colleagues 

Honourable Ministers 

It is indeed a great pleasure to be present here today and address this very august gathering 

on such an important occasion when we, the Speakers of the Parliamentary Dimension of 

the Union for the Mediterranean are meeting for our Third Summit in order to jointly 

reaffirm our shared belief in the centrality and importance of this common Euro-

Mediterranean project. 

Allow me to express my sincere gratitude and appreciation to the Kingdom of Morocco, in 

particular to Hon. Rachid Talbi El Alami, President of the House of Representatives, for the 

very warm welcome and for hosting us today in this splendid city of Tangier.  

The topic chosen for this year’s session: Together for a common future of the Euro-

Mediterranean is undoubtedly no novel concept or revolutionary ideal. It has been with us 

for the past 20 years. Yet still the simplicity that should accompany a true convergent union, 

made up of amicable and cooperative partners geared to work hard for the economic and 

social betterment of the region, unfortunately continues to seep and trickle away as a 

consequence of old grievances, entrenched inequalities and other deep rooted political 

differences.  

The role of dialogue, mutual understanding and a true inclusive political platform for 

European and Mediterranean states continue to be a top priority for countries like Malta.  

The importance of an inclusive dialogue has always been advocated by my country, who 

already in 1975 at the CSCE Conference in Helsinki recognised the centrality of bringing 

closer European and Mediterranean states and advocated for the inclusion of a 

Mediterranean dimension in the Helsinki final act.  

Almost ten years later and therefore in 1988, Malta was once again a key actor to promote, 

this time at UN level, the need for legal and political measures to address climate change 

and its environmental and socio-economic implications. The resolution presented by the 

Maltese delegation, entitled Protection of Global Climate for Present and Future Generations 



   

of Mankind, marked the beginning of a complex process that led to two international legal 

instruments: The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and 

the Kyoto Protocol (KP).  

Furthermore, keeping faithful to the neutrality clause, which was entrenched in our 

Constitution in 1987, and the commitment to act as the leading advocates promoting peace 

and mutual understanding between nation states, on 2nd December 1989 Malta was 

instrumental to bring together US President George H. Bush and Soviet President Mikhail 

Gorbachev. Although meeting in unfavourable weather conditions and rough seas, the 

Malta Summit marked an important development in world politics and a reversal of the 

belligerent atmosphere dominating the previous decades.  

Honourable colleagues,  

Allow me now to turn to the role of National Parliaments to promote peace and act as a 

conscious inter-cultural bridge between cultures and states. Without diminishing the 

sovereign rights of the State and its role and legitimacy in the diplomatic camp, I wish to 

highlight the importance of Parliamentary Diplomacy as a complimenting tool to traditional 

foreign policy and inter-governmental initiatives.  

Bilateral Parliamentary friendship groups and cooperation in for a, such as the Union for the 

Mediterranean and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, provide the ideal 

viaduct for a fruitful exchange of ideas and ultimately move towards concerted action, one 

that positively influences and contributes to the development of the region and its peoples.   

National Parliaments, and more specifically individual Members of Parliament, have the 

opportunity to be the leading moving force that manages to tap into and address common 

challenges and opportunities without being constrained by Government policy or ingrained 

historical differences. The flexibility to tackle contentious issues and the prospect of bringing 

closer diverse parliamentary chambers discussing issues of common concern is an 

indispensable and required element for a more effective and project driven approach, 

aiming to restore peace and prosperity in the Mediterranean region.  

A tangible example of parliamentary diplomacy, effectively contributing to bring closer 

conflicting parties whilst effectively tackling a worrying environmental issue, is the proposal 

that I submitted to the Israeli Knesset and Palestinian Legislative Council during my visit last 

March.  

I strongly believe that there is a great need for factual reporting on specific issues on the 

ground, particularly in view of the dire shortage of water for the Palestinian people 

especially in the Gaza area. In fact, a shocking 2012 UN report highlighted how, due to 

pollution and water depletion, the underground coastal aquifer of the Gaza area could 

become unusable by end of 2016, with the damage irreversible by 2020. The idea to create 

an inter-parliamentary committee composed of Maltese Parliamentarians, PLC Members, 



   

Members of the Israeli Knesset and other EU Member State Parliaments such as that of 

Cyprus or Greece could effectively contribute to bring constructive change and secure basic 

needs and rights for the afflicted populations.  

A continued effort to strategically and sustainably address current issues, thus trying to: find 

a manageable formula for the ongoing humanitarian crisis, secure citizens freedom against 

increased terrorist threats and reverse the speedy depletion of our common environmental 

heritage, require us, particularly Speakers of Parliament, to take a strong position and 

proactively contribute to the fruitful development of the Mare Nostrum project. 

Parliamentarians need to recognize and take ownership of their role as legislators and 

therefore enact laws that safe-guard the well-being of the population and ensure 

conformity with internationally agreed resolutions. Moreover, members of parliament have 

an even greater responsibility of acting as ambassadors on parliamentary fora and inter-

parliamentary cooperation groups. This provides the opportunity to circumvent differences 

and sustain a freer and open exchange of ideas and beliefs. 

 

Only true a holistic, coordinated and inclusive approach we can hope to be the game 

changing element that transforms the region from a boiling caldron of inequalities, 

differences and injustice to a kaleidoscopic sea of cultures, economic opportunities and 

vibrant social interactions at parliamentary and state level, but most importantly at people 

to people level.  

 

Thank you 

 


