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PRESS RELEASE BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER 

 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives welcomes an Italian delegation from the 

‘Confederazione Nazionale dell’artigianato e della Piccola e Media Impresa, Province of 

Ragusa’, Republic of Italy, in Malta   

 

This morning Speaker Anġlu Farrugia welcomed an Italian delegation from the Confederazione 

Nazionale dell’artigianato e della Piccola e Media Impresa, Province of Ragusa, led by President 

of the Confederation Giuseppe Santocono.  In his opening remarks, the Speaker hailed the work and 

initiatives carried out by the Confederazione Nazionale, and its importance to act as a strong 

advocating voice for artisan, medium and small sized businesses in the Province of Ragusa.  

 

Speaker Farrugia recognised and spoke on the long established cooperation between Malta and 

Italy. Notably, the special bond between Malta and Sicily was identified as having strong historical, 

cultural and linguistic foundations and which over the centuries managed to develop into fruitful 

and durable business ventures. He also highlighted the importance that Malta and Sicily maintain 

strong ties and find new avenues to enhance these friendly relations and to invest in the prospects of 

forging closer and deeper economic relations.  

 

As a way to enhance cooperation and understanding between the two communities, the Speaker 

underlined the centrality of sustaining continuous parliamentary diplomacy, especially at a cross-

institutional level, therefore including the participation of the executive and legislative arms, but 

also representatives from key organizations working closely with artisan, medium and small size 

businesses. The opportunity to enhance cooperation under Interreg Italia-Malta 2014-2020 

European Regional Development Fund is an excellent example of how the two countries can 

consolidate further entrepreneurship ventures, employment opportunities and increased labour 

mobility. At this juncture, Malta Enterprise has a pivotal role to facilitate trade, whilst ensuring the 

highest standards and rights are maintained for workers. On this point, Speaker Anġlu Farrugia 

augured that the Confederazione Nazionale and Malta Enterprise enter into a sustained dialogue on 

the business challenges, opportunities and schemes aimed at facilitating businesses. 

 

Mr Speaker stated that recently the Maltese Parliament discussed a bill, which is now an act, to 

encourage the regulation of family business, and its governance. This act is intended to protect the 

investments of the families in business and also assist them to enhance their internal organisation 

through this law and invited the Confederazione Nazionale to consult it and apply it as a model. 

 

In an effort to facilitate the exchange of goods and people between Ragusa and Malta, the Speaker 

proposed the launch of regular flight operations between the Malta International Airport and 
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Comiso Airport, thus contributing to bring positive economic development and better understanding 

between the two people.  

 

Minister for the Economy, Investment and Small Business Chris Cardona and Mr Mazzitelli on 

behalf of the Malta Enterprise, addressed the meeting. 

 

 


